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IN CITY COUNCIL

May 2, 1994

COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN

COUNCILLOR TOOMEY

COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU

COUNCILLOR WALSH

VICE MAYOR RUSSELL

WHEREAS: This City has taken steps to encourage the use of bicycles by creating the Bicycle
Commission and seeking to develop bike routes; and

WHEREAS: Recent article appeared in a local publication (a copy attached hereto)
proclaiming, "WHERE BIKE THIEVES RIDE HIGH" --- "Cycles of Cambridge,
a well-spoken city, are stolen the most"; now therefore be it

ORDERED: That the City Manager is requested to confer with the Police Commissioner and
report back to this City Council as to what steps are being taken to correct this
situation; and be it further

ORDERED: That the City Manager is hereby requested to confer with the Bicycle
Commissioner to ensure that in the development of any bicycle routes include safe
areas for riders to lock their bicycles; and be it further

ORDERED: That the City Manager is hereby requested to coenfer with the Police

Commissioner, Bicycle Commissioner and the Superintendent of Schools to
develop a program to not only train school children in riding bicycles safely but
also in the safe’ keeping of their bicycles.

In City Council May 2, 1994.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true copy;

ATTEST:- 0. %M?w }&M?

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk
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,Where bike thieves ride high

By Matthew Brelis
GLOBE STAFF

' CAMBRIDGE - If misery loves com-

.. pany, then 13-year-old Cantabrigian An-

drew Walters lives in the right city.
" Last week his prized Christmas pre-

' . éent and preferred method of transporta-

tion, a blue mountain bike, was stolen.
~ “Tt wasn’t locked, but it was in my
_ back yard. I was inside for five mmutes
"and I came downstairs and it was gone,”
said Andrew.
. Known as a hotbed of rent control
and liberal politics, and the home of two
- universities, Cambridge last year became

3 many bicycle thefts, with 1,275 last
year.;. .

| bike enthusxasts say Cambridge has
so many thefts because it has a large
bike-riding population, and many
people either choose not to purchase

breach, or are careless about storing
their bikes overnight.

the Globe, Provincetown, Northamp-
ton, Marblehead, Cambridge, West-
field, Springfield and Barnstable had
the top bike theft rates per capita in
1991, the last year for statewide fig-
ures. - .

| pita basis. But it shrinks to less than

| said.

T

Law enforcement officials and

an expensive lock that is difficult to

" According to figures reviewed by

- Last year, the rate in most of f
those towns was either flat or had -
declined,, while Cambridge experi-"
enced a significant increase. ,

Based on year-round populatlon, :
bicycle theft in Provincetown is high-
er than in Cambridge, on a per ca-

half the Cambridge average using
the ‘summertime populatxon of the.
Cape Cod town.

Most blcycle thefts océur in the
suminer, pohce said. - ,

: wers, owner of the Bicy-

cle Exchange at Porter Square, says
it is 'surpnsmg that Cambndge

It was in my back
yard. I was inside
for five minutes
...and it was
gone.’
ANDREW WALTERS

has so many bic\yc\e thefts.

“There are a lot of bikes in this
city. It is a really easy way to get
around campus or the town. Every-
body at Harvard rides a bike,” he

According to figures from the
‘State Police, more than $2.2 million
worth of bicycles were stolen in
1991.

Police in Cambridge, Newton
and Marblehead - which consistently
have a high number of bicycle larce-
nies - say that thieves are more so-
phisticated, and bicycle parts, not
just bicycles, are being fenced.

“Only recently have pieces be-
come important where the bikes are
being taken apart and sold piece-by-
piece,” said Marblehead Police Sgt.
Brian Hitcheock.

. “We have executed search war-
rants in Lynn and Salem in the last
few years where we found pieces of -
bikes being taken apart.”

Hitcheock said most of the bikes
stolen in Marblehead are owned by
youths in their teens who did not
lock their bikes. “Their mom or dad
bought them locks and they are
there and very attractive, but in
most cases are just not being used.”

The annual crime report in Cam-
bridge noted that bicycle theft is
“becoming professionalized.”

Last year, police arrested a
group of people they suspected of
working out of a van, cruising the
Harvard Square area and stealing
four to eight bikes a night.

~ For the most part, however,
prosecution of bicycle theft is a rar-
ity. “We have not seen that many
cases brought to us,” said Jill Reilly,
spokeswoman foff the Middlesex

the blcycle theft capital of Massachu-

Cycles of Cambridge,
a well-spoken city,
are stolen the most

setts. In 1993, bicycle theft soared 26
percent when 576 bikes were repor’oed
stolen. \

‘Ask Melissa Wender about blcycle
theft and she may reach behind, the
counter of the Broadway Bicycle School
where she works and show you the re-
mains of several $40 to $50 U-shaped bi-
cycle locks that have been bent with
crowbars by determined thleves

Cambndge Police Officer Sal Fusco says his department will distrib-
ute many of the recovered blcycles to school children. - |

Ask Cambridge Police Officer Sal

Fusco, who is in charge of the dozens of '

recovered bicycles - virtually all of them
stolen ~ that are locked up in the base-
ment of the police building, and he will
tell you with a laugh that his bicycle was
stolen last year. ‘

“] came from a weekend with two
bikes locked on the back of the camper
and parked in my driveway in Somer-
ville,” Fusco said. “I came out the next
morning and mine was gone, the wife’s
was still there. I was shocked, but I
should not have been.” '

While Boston has five times the popu-
lation of Cambridge, it has only twice as
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County district attorney.

Whether stripped for parts, sold
for cash, or used as a quick ride
home from Harvard Square, bicycles
in Cambridge have been a favorite of
thieves for more than 20 years.

Cambridge was where the first
Kryptonite bicycle lock was designed
more than 20 years ago, said the
Canton-based company’s founder,
Michael Zane. Kryptonite, which of-
fers a guarantee of up to $1,000, said
Boston and Cambridge had the third
highest number of claims in the
world in 1991, the most recent fig-
ures available:

Bike buyers in Cambridge have
been known to deliberately scrape,
muddy or paint their purchase to
make it less attractive to thieves.

1993 Rate per
* Bicycle 1,000

: Municipality Population - thefts population ﬁ |
' 574,000

Boston

1,275 2.2

Brookline

55,000 = 203 3.7

Cambridge

96,000 576 6.0

Framingham

65,000 158 2.4

Lynn .- 81,000 306 3.8

Marblehead

20,000 118 59

New Bedford

100,000 . 373 3.7

- Newton

83,000 209 2.5

NN .':;Northampton

29,000 163 .- 5.6

Somervine

76000 172 23

@ Spots whére
clusters of bicycles were ¢
reported stolen 1993.

R C

" SOURCES: state ‘police, US Census focal
‘m_’ polme depanments i
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Most of the bicycles recovered by
Cambridge police cannot be re-
turned to their owners, since very
few Cantabrigians register their bi-
cycles with the Police Department,
Fusco said. Even if they identify
their bicycle, unless they have-reg-.
istered it or can provide a sale re-
ceipt with its serial number, it can-
not be returned to them. Next
month, the Police Department will
give 40 bikes to school children.

Perhaps Walters, a Tth grader,
will get another bike. Now, however,
he is left pondering what a home-
bound spring will be like.

“] ecan’t go anywhere now,” he
said, “unless I ride on the back of my
friend’s bike.”
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COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN

 WHEREAS: This City has taken steps to encourage the use of bicycles by creating the
Bicycle Commission and seeking to develop bike routes; and

WHEREAS: Recent article appeared in a local publication (a copy attached hereto)
proclaiming, "WHERE BIKE THIEVES RIDE HIGH" --- "Cycles of Cambridge, a well-
spoken city, are stolen the most," therefore it be

ORDERED: That the City Manager is requested to confer with the Police
Commissioner and report back to this City Council as to what steps are being taken to
correct this situation, and it further be

ORDERED:" That the City Manager is hereby requested to confer with the Bicycle
Commissioner to ensure that in the development of any bicycle routes include safe areas
for riders to lock their bicycles, and it further be

ORDERED: That the City Manager is hereby requested to confer with the Police
Commissioner, Bicycle Commissioner and the Superintendent of Schools to develop a
program to not only train school children in riding bicycles safely but also in the safe
keeping of their bicycles.
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ORDERED:

ORDERED:

This City has taken steps to encourage the use of bicycles by creatihgv the Bicycle

~ Commission and seeking to develop bike routes; and

Recent article appeared in a local publication (a copy attached hereto)
proclaiming, "WHERE BIKE THIEVES RIDE HIGH" --- "Cycles of Cambridge,
a well-spoken city, are stolen the most"; now therefore be it

That the City Manager is requested to confer with the Police Commissioner and
report back to this City Council as to what steps are being taken to correct this
situation; and be it further

That the City Manager is hereby requested to confer with the Bicycle
Commissioner to ensure that in the development of any bicycle routes include safe
areas for riders to lock their bicycles; and be it further

That the City Manager is hereby requested to confer with the Police
Commissioner, Bicycle Commissioner and the Superintendent of Schools to
develop a program to not only train school children in riding bicycles safely but
also in the safe keeping of their bicycles.
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Wéy M/ 7 /
Consent Order #6 Cm- l%’? ~
Councillor Sullivan re: Program

to train school children in riding
bicycles safely and in safe keeping
their bicycles.

e

In City Council,

May 2, 1994





