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IN CITY COUNCIL

January 27, 1997

VICE MAYOR BORN
COUNCILLORDAVIS
COUNCILLORDUEHAY
COUNCILLORGALLUCCIO
COUNCILLORREEVES

COUNCILLORRUSSELL
COUNCILLORSULLIVAN
COUNCILLORTOOMEY
COUNCILLORTRIANTAFILLOU

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to direct the Traffic, Parking
and Transportation Department to direct immediate attention to the problem of
high speed traffic racing to beat the stop light at the intersection of Dover Street
and Massachusetts Avenue, as outlined in the attached petition.

In City Council January 27, 1997
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A 'me copy; xy.)naT~ '

ATTEST:- ' """'
D. Margaret Drury

City Clerk
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Wayne Welke
30 Dover Street No.3
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02140
617-441-2922

8 january 1997

Ms. Susan E. Clippinger, Director
Traffic, Parking and Transportation Department
City of Cambridge
57 Inman Street
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139

Re: Traffic Signal Improvements at Mass. Ave. and Dover St.

Dear Ms. Clippinger:

The enclosed petition represents a request on the part of the
residents of Dover Street in North Cambridge to modify the type
of traffic signal utilized at the referenced intersection for
the purpose of increasing the safety of residents and motorists
alike.
As you are aware, Dover Street is a predominantly rCsidential'
street, but it is also the major vehicular traffic connection
between Davis Square and Massachusetts"Avenue. Only at Dover
Street can traffic"turn both directions onto the Avenue, and
because of this it carries an extremely high volume of traffic
heading for destinations outside the area.

The safety and security of the neighborhood is jeopardized by
this traffic, particularly because of speeding which results
from cars trying to "make the green light". Because the present
signal is visible from more than a block away, cars also are
tempted to run the,stop sign at Orchard Street, further
increasing the safety risk.

Therefore, it is proposed that the City install new signal
devices at the Massachusetts Avenue intersection which will
limit the visibility of the green arrow signals on Dover Street
to traffic already in the turn lanes. (Motorists approaching
from a distance on Dover Street would see only the red signals.)
These projected-type signals are already in use for this purpose
in many other intersections in Cambridge, and we believe that
they"could.be installed here at minimal'cost and effort.

t

.. .. .

We understand that Mr. Carlton Hart of the Community DeVelopment
Department has already forwarded a copy of the enclosed petition'1
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' Ys. Susan E. Clippinger
8 january 1997

' page 2

to Mr. Loren Preston of your department. As you will note, the
petition has been signed by 38 residents of Dover Street, 26 of
whom are Cambridge residents from the portion of the street
closest to this Massachusetts Avenue intersection.

The proposed improvements have been formally endorsed by the
North Cambridge Stabilization Committee in a vote taken on 11

December 1996. It also has the unanimous support of the members

of the Dover Street Residents Group.

We request the action of your department on this important
safety improvement at the earliest possible time. We look
forward to your response to the undersigned relative to the
timetable for this action. Also, please do not hesitate to
request any additional information you may require.

Sincerely'

&M
Wayn elke

cc wl encl.:
Mr. Loren Preston. TPTD
Mr. Carlton Hart, CDD

S=—c'f"ig Kelley, NCSC
ugj4K"athleen Born, Councilor

Mr. Zinthony Galluccio, Councilor
Mr. Kenneth Reeves, Councilor
Ms. Katherine Triantafillou, Councilor
Ms. Laurie Brandt, DSRG

,
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PETITION TO THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

The following is a proposal to improve safety for pedestriansand motorists on Dover
Street by installing new traffic control signals at MassachusettsAvenue.

· Dover Street is a predominantly residential street in the North Cambridge and West

Somerville neighborhoods, and the home ofmany residents, from infants to the elderly.

· Dover Street is also the major vehicular trac connection between Davis Square and

Massachusetts Avenue. Only at Dover Street can traffic can tum both directions onto
the Avenue, and because of this it carries an extremely high volume of traffic heading

for destinations outside the area.

· The safety and security of the neighborhood is jeopardized by this traffic, particularly

because of speeding which results from cars trying to "make the green light". Because

the present signal is visible from more than a block away, cars also are tempted to run
the stop sign at Orchard Street, further increasing the safety risk.

Therefore, it is proposed that the City install new signal devices at the
MassachusettsAvenue intersection which will limit the visibility of the green arrow
signals to trafjic already in the turn lanes. (Motorists approaching from a distance
would see only the red signals.) These projected-type signals are already in use for
this purpose in many other intersections in Cambridge, and could be installed here

at minimal cost and effort.

The undersigned residents of the neighborhood strongly request the timely action of the

City ofCambridge on this matter ofpublic safety.

NAME ADDRESS

JMd'.7 /41l ?0 t2mym3 C&mhute oz/®
j *7,7,{ " 3" £ 'C-e- 3r' ·ti: ? Ccu-, ";cS? cQ/n)

4t^,/,:,, ,47,
ir go '(hju'1" st t? Cq/l1LAycn'Eo

Cl~ 3l OLn~g1,. Ata CmjL1Aj "U"b

= ej7/ci/^
aL1»?-K z'7/ E'— .GE dA/E(C'

"1 .&a~ du/cr?~u ^1/ °a' 4d-
CC Gy' 9o D,,7vc-,Stjqi (aA)r(",(p d2/{/'d

Page 1
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PETITION TO THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

It is proposed that the City install new signal devices at the Massachusetts Avenue
intersection which will limit the visibility of the green arrow signals to trafTic already
in the tum lanes. (Motorists approaching from a distance would see only the red

signals.) These projected-type signals are already in use for this purpose in many
other intersections in Cambridge, and could be installed here at minimal cost and
efTort.

The undersigned residents ofthe neighborhood strongly request the timely action of the

City ofCambridge on this matter of public safety.

NAME ADDRESS

Ad C. Ktb1'/ (°" po'l"
' "i,ovkl1,v:/k

L\cc e¶)/(/e..ra(/\ GS' Dmr1?C Sf-, Snmeujrl/e
1UL|A'k&c\q» b'LSm'S\ SgQ)vw.rQ\\\Q_

/jd'j 1'b'njnuu a' >>VCrS S'MerVilkj

&iut tbQAi9,, q71)ar9jl, itl 'SthuNNU

J
5R'^n7 4) k 'jq bo<c1-j+

.
SU'm-Q^^"|(j

4CmA, /1kU~Mk '4 Cikue, Gi'h ,finm ,,,AA,

ACUUua'
(g1G^Ay 7q biwmS± STYrQ-^ILQ~

"dy^jj"" ':,"=':: ca=Z
,
'7tll7 'q ljscer g -'3\ Sy,duj('z

" >"bZmL, 3S"Fber sr ~-//'nL&n± >-< )rnLgb <3S7ktk~S+ Q1L2ngr

%i>L %~^- 37 4j_ Si'. C=j'.

= 't;' "}=5?IY'"
.
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PETITION TO THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

It is proposed that the City install new signal devices at the Massachusetts Avenue

intersection which will limit the visibility of the green arrow signals to trAic already

in the tum lanes. (Motorists approaching from a distance would see only the red

signals.) These projected-type signals are already in use for this purpose in many

other intersections in Cambridge, and could be installed here at minimal cost and

effort.

The undersigned residents of the neighborhood strongly request the timely action of the

City of Cambridge on this matter ofpublic safety.

NAME ADDRESS

,f/Luc ?n/4law| M Dt)v(rS/. ()mL"d;j,C n"t C)

E/eq imMru'r |q P(g\r'qi· \-Abq Llja-l "'|'to
Et*m/ lLDmt,,, ¶3 D,m Sr L~rn)4e CQ"/O

qam^ghh,rK a3/)014?r s-l OrAMbndie 02/«
',!3ajt,

^ ,m,
i9

V-Q, AT C,'1 b,~ g .
S67~wv,'LLl- 0 Jj 4'f

,
AA £, /<oD" Aq j>U£,L 5' C-JAbe o;'.,go

'JEdi Mg /¢G4 3ny¶~-k" LLaL+ o "/Z'°
'

,a3m' /5 tbLL)" j"1 (LAjv;}rL ,9>' y'=URi" /7 vdua? 87. r%e/qeut' ca/tc

'ay1e Ky1ncu/e5 e2j JJ,ua- st'iR Gmk" 4e 17'A oa'to
&L'um?uAhcu lb itjija 5t: avuj/b vi/v'\ 0zj'4 d
:

j'jAjd/ a'a":" )=M4')))jd

,J'", :n=s"r' chA")'i:/%"
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Wayne Welke
30 Dover Street NO.3
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02140
617-441-2922

8 january 1997

Ms. Susan E. Clippinger, Difector
: Traffic, Parking and Transportation Department

City of.Cambridkge
57 Inman Street

: Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139

Re: Traffic Signal Improvements at Mass. Ave. and Dover St.

Dear Ms. Clippinger:

The enclosed petition-represents a request on the part of the -

residents of Dover Street in North Cambridge to modify the type
of.traffic signal utilized at the referenced intersection for
the purpose of increasing the safety of residents and motorists"
alike.

" As you are aware, Dover Street is a predominantly residential
street, but it is also the major vehicular traffic connection
between Davis Square and Massachusetts Avenue. Only at Dover

Street can traffic turn both directions onto the Avenue, and
because of this it carries an extremely high volume of traffic
heading for destinations outside the area.

The safety and security of the neighborhood is jeopardized by

this traffic, particularly because of Speeding which results
from cars trying to "make the green light". Because the present
signal is visible from more than a block away, cars also are
tempted to run the stop sign at Orchard Street, further
increasing the safety risk.

Therefore, it is proposed that the City install new signal
devices at the Massachusetts Avenue intersection which will
limit the visibility of the green arrow signals on Dover Street
to traffic already in the turn lanes. (Motorists approaching
from a distance on Dover Street would see only the red signals.)
These projected-type signals are already in use for this purpose

- in many other intersections in Cambridge, and we believe that
they could be installed here at minimal cost and effort.

We understand that Mr. Carlton Hart of the Community Development
Department has already forwarded a copy of the enclosed petition
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Ms. Susan E. Clippinger '

8 january 1997
" Page 2

to Mr. Loren Preston of your department. As you will note, the

petition has been signed by 38 residents of Dover Street, 26 of
whom are Cambridge residents from the portion of the street
closest to this Massachusetts Avenue intersection.

The proposed improvements have been formally endorsed by the
North Cambridge Stabilization Committee in a vote taken on 11

December 1996. It also has the unanimous support of the members

of the Dover Street Residents Group.

We request the action of your department on this important
saf¢ty improvement at the earliest possible time. We look
forward to your response to the undersigned relative to the
timetable for this action. Also, please do not hesitate to
request any additional information you may require..

Sincerely,

±&M
cc wl encl. :

Mr. Loren Preston. TPTD

Mr. Carlton Hart, COD

,B",&SF"ig Kelley, NCSC
lMLb"Eathleen Born, Councilor
Mr. Anthony Galluccio, Councilor
Mr. Kenneth"Reeves, Councilor
Ms . Katherine Triantafillou, Councilor
Ms. Laurie Brandt, DSRG
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PETITION TO THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

The following is a proposal to improve safety for pedestrians and motorists on Dover

Street by installing new tMic control signals at MassachusettsAvenue.

· Dover Street is a predominantly residential street in the North Cambridge and West

Somerville neidiborhoods, and the home ofmany residents, fiom infants to the elderly.

· Dover Street is also the major vehicular tramc connection between Davis Square and

Massachusetts
Av:nue. Only at Dover Street can trafiic can tum both directions onto

the Avenue, and because of this it carries an extremely high volume of traffic heading

for destinations outside the area.

· The safety and security of the neighborhood is jeopardized by this traffic, particularly

because of speeding which results from cars trying to "make the green light". Because

" the present signal is visible from more than a block away, cars also are tempted to run

the stop sign at Orchard Street, further increasing the safety risk.

Therefore, it is proposed that the City install new signal devices at the

Massachusetts Avenue intersection which will limit the visibility of the green arrow
signals to traffic already in the turn lanes. (Motorists approaching from a distance

would see only the red signals.) These projected-type signals are already in use for

this purpose in many other intersections in Cambridge, and could be installed here

at minimal cost and effort.

The undersigned residents of the neighborhood strondy request the timely action of the

City ofCambridge on this matter ofpublic safety.

NAME ADDRESS

')Yy .L]il ?0 l'byty6^t.,#3 c~kae ou4o
3 reg=- ,m -3u r~ T 'L ?, Ccu-. 9Sq O>/Yj)

4m,,?qLL ss" FX" Sr ,E) Cqmtr/dbQo?/YO

6 , , ct.@+t, 3L DjUµr2. ^41 (L>A1~ 'n-'"b
=k:^m^" '-gL'~ "q

.GE dA/C'D

1 .&A~ dVA/o7~l/ ^t/ 'G' 4D-

,

9), C)/ 9o Dr)vr-St%| (A,nbr("y d2/4d
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PETITIONTO THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

It is proposed that the City install new signal devices at the Massachusetts Avenue

intersection which will limit the visibility of the green arrow signals to trafhc already

in the tum lanes. (Motorists approaching from a distance would see only the red

signals.) These projected-type signals are already in use for this purpose in many

other intersections in Cambridge, and could be installed here at minimal cost and

effort,

The undersigned residentsof the neighborhood strongly request the timely action of the

City (jECambridge
qn this matter of public safety.

NAME ADDRESS

'L'c
. "Kuj' (Q'i" povok 51) A/m,v:l|L

5ee C,r 4/JC'j//\
~

GS' OrvfC Sf-, Snmetuil/e
d\Aa|A4/¢c\a b'FSM)QKS\ f'g^\/\QN,)\\\Q_

lj"'j Yhyi'u gs' >>vc//S- S'Mer,///le

&ual Ly?,ig, q71)aru(, ttl '$i)u(mab

X
5jZ"¶ L H)

^ '1¶ :ijO^1-j+
,

SU'm-e^^"|(
m

4c,u, Atujn'm~ '4 Cikuu UtAt ,&/1qa A'L,
ACLLVuq'

(gnQ^Ay 7q brw«S± Srnm-vilLQ_

"Ay- S\o-l- (9 8 T'(jyqv S'r

;
GmQUU-\ 1(%

CuUj &jja/d C,'t eqjvuzg Sm,LUu&h,

>- 47Sm '===//'"Nm± >^ hsjq> &STkru~&- CM2,Jr
%i>A % 37 &_ S'f. C=j"
tYfZ ii;'"}=sziy"

.

C:\city\petition to the city ofcambridge.doc.yl Page 2
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PETITION TO THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

It is proposed that the City install new signal devices at the Massachusetts Avenue

intersection which will limit the visibility of the green arrow signals to trafHc already

in the tum lanes. (Motorists approaching from a distance would see only the red

signals.) These projected-type signals are already in use for this purpose in many

other intersections in Cambridge, and could be installed here at minimal cost and

efTort.

The undersigned residents of the neighborhood strongly request the timely action of the

City of Cainbridge on}his matter ofpublic safety.

NAME " - ADDRESS
»

j/L>c ?r/',/j(aM M Dour st. !C^m,l"d3,' 02J4"0
Yc'q q/t7lqMruC lq Pc)trLq{· U'm

kLjU'5-L °'/'tO
Er*k/ LLD¥'«Ltu t/3 D,m- Sr =R,kW ca'yo

q,7^o/%ArK sb/)(jµr SI. ("%Mbv1di' 02/5L -

'!3ajt,^vm EL-o, AT CQ b,~ g' .
g+~!w v,· L(a_ 0 Jl 4'f

,
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' t N%" /7 &?s7. (g|t¥/%ELj/ capo

e41e KncL) ks at iiua- S/,'Qt! Limtn" 4e /7'E1 O3'Q/D

gMiMtkblµu lb 'tjuet Bif: CMub p1aa ozno

ga:k =:" :U^m4'::/::

Ll;'l"""#gZt::x"s^r'"="i,(i'5j:%'°

0

C:

\cig\pen'tion to the ciy qfcambridge.d«.v1 Page 3

u:z,.
:

,;,--. ': ., M@ i-;;;
"'zy:

t:n..
_:

'· .->' "....--'j.'; :

: .,,.. .' - ·-.·· .'..
'-':

-"' - "
· ·. · '. -. "-'. "" '" _'

.
" ·' ." -' ' -"·--""'7:"-·--"-"..'

:

·
·

' '· 7 '.
. ". .

:

.
" . . : "



V

.

.

K

.

q
r

h

m

.

.
b

W

t
0

a '
,

' " ' C
V

.
' .t - :

b

"
. ' ' "

. : ' .

' S
· . ' . "

'
i'

'
.

' " " r u
P

.' " " · *" 4 " . " " " " ' , .
"

. " Hu ' : ' *i:'l
' " 'W.

- g
,."" W · "' 1

g
J " ; r a. " " " . A m· d C ' " ""- ·" '

" " '" ° '
L 4. ,

' ·

'"
, ,, . · '4 ' 1· ," '· ·, . -' - ·

'qt P :1·

· « " · ' b g ' ' "1'
p ,. ,

. , .

,
+

4

' . . , 4 'C '. "° ' · " " ""· :. t m wA . ,<- · .»" .q t; n
· f.r , .

'. " & , .
",d4j ,t , &, W ' ' .

. , ·
. .

.P " '. .
,

. m .* ' .

, , , *
" A t ' " '" .

C <·|.&" '"·· .·" ' ° "* ·'
. , .

,
, :· " T'? ft; ' ' :·" ' "' '

% q
' ' " ". ' "' ' " '

·
, , ., -

b

. - ·'. & , . " Wdk

,. , . . , , , . , e- ' '
.

,
,

~ , , , - , ~ -d
· "' .. W'L " " 1 . ' p.,

. .
,

.A,
' '" ' ' "

, 4.
,

.

·' ·
' ' ' C C

· ·
' ' ' " N '

· P

. q
"

r ok
k

0

*
B 0W ,. d

C

r '

.p i

&
J

%

· ~

k '

.

q

¶

.

.

0 ~

.

.

.

. . .
· P

.· . r

.

,
k

a

. .

' t

.'b

*

.

+

G

f

V

+

q

q

t

.

q
0

0

0

0

.
. h

q

g

D 0

F

q

b

.

.

0

j-t'
.

.

,



CCM.10¶

VAN f
,

%

; '"""'

.
(1Hty nf (!ktnthri0µ

q,
np, ;"°%e,ii,"::,:":

1
,

IN CITY COUNCIL

January 27, 1997

VICE MAYOR BORN

ORDERED: ,That the, City kkrtuger be a!kd '!z?re!)y is requested tc direc-t Lie Traffic, Kirking
and"TransportationDepartment tQ direct immediate attention to the problem Of

high speed traffic racing to beat the stop light at the intersectionof Dover Street
and Massachusetts Avenue, as outlined in the attached petition.
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