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IN CITY COUNCIL
September 13, 1999

COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN

COUNCILLOR BORN

COUNCILLOR DAVIS

MAYOR DUEHAY

VICE MAYOR GALLUCCIO

COUNCILLOR REEVES

COUNCILLOR RUSSELL

COUNCILLOR TOOMEY

COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU

WHEREAS: Ralph J. Burns was born in Cambridge on Christmas Day, 1901; and

WHEREAS: . Mr. Burns moved to Belmont when he was five years old; and

WHEREAS: Mr. Burns has watched Belmont change from a farming community of 4,000 to a suburb of Boston with a
population of 26,000 today; and

WHEREAS: . Mr. Burns is the author of several books including “Out of the Mist” in 1969, a thinly disguised novel of a
young boy growing up in “Montvale;” and

WHEREAS: Mr. Burns has served Belmont with sixteen years on the Warrant Committee, five years on the Board of
Assessors and as Secretary to the Building Committee for the Memorial Library on Concord Avenue; and

WHEREAS: Mr. Burns was elected a Belmont town meeting member on March 6, 1933, and has served Precinct Seven

’ with distinction over a span of sixty-six years; and

WHEREAS: Mr. Burns decided this year not to seek re-election as a Belmont town meeting member after many years of
dedicated service; now therefore be it

RESOLVED: That the City Council of the City of Cambridge go cn record extending best wishes to Ralph 7. Burns as he
leaves his position as a Belmont town meetmg member; and be it further

RESOLVED: That the City Clerk be and'hereby is requested to forward a suitably engrossed copy of this resolution to

Ralph J. Burns on behalf of the entire City Council.
In City Council September 13, 1999.

Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk

A true copy; )G }n W
ATTEST:- 1 j

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk
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WHEREAS: Mr. Bumns has watched thetgen-elmhige frony a farming community of 4,000 in 1905 to

a suburb of Boston with a population of 26,000 today; and:

WHEREAS: Mr. Burns is the author of several books including “Out of the Mist’ in 1969, a thinly
disguised novel of a you% boy growing up in “Montvale”; and

14 /md 1 )
WHEREAS: Mr. Burns has served histown with 16 years on thé Warrant Committee, five years on

the Board of Assessors and as Secretary to the Building Committee for the Memorial
Library on Concord Avenue; and

Belmont

WHEREAS: Mr Burns was elected a/town meeting member on March 0, 1933, and has served
Precinct 7 with distinction over a span of 66 years; and '

' . . . 7.
WHEREAS: Mr. Burns finally decided this year not to seck re-election as %c@v«ﬁfe‘é{;g member
after those many years of dedicated service; and
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WHEREAS: His voice of reason and well thought out discussion will be greatly missed at future/(own

eetings.
/—:I; IT RESONVED, that this annual town meeting assembled on April 28, 1999 extend

ermanent part of'the Town Records.
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Watching Town Meeting from the sidelines

BY SCOTE AUBREY
CPIZEN-TTERALD EDITOR

Ralph Burns got a new seat fast Wednesday
ight.

Alter years of serving as a Belimont ‘Town
Avcting member, Burns gave up his usual
lace on the Town Meeling loor - the first
hair in the second row on the right side ol the
vom — for center stage. It was there he was
wnored by town and state officials Tor his
ole as a Town Mecting member for more than
Q) years.

“That was very nice for those Tellas to do,”
wrns said, appreciative, but still questioning
I the attention. During a conversation lale
ast week, he regarded his service to the town
md continued re-election as business as usual.

Woere it not for his advanced age, he would
ikely have run for re-clection Last month. As
jurns put it: “There comes a time.

“I'm 97 years old,” he said. “1 think there
uust be younger mea thal could do it better
han 1 could.”

He adds, however, that those younger men

3urns honored for years of dedication as TM member

would certainly lack his experience. Just aboul
anybody would. Burns’ service to Belmont has
not been limited to his status as Town Mecting
mcnmber.

“It scemed like forever | was on some Kind ol

‘I'm 97 years old. I think there

must be younger men that
could do it better than I could.’

RALII BURNS,
FORMER TOWN MEETING MEMBER

committee,” he said. “There was always some-
thing 10 do — a new building going up, a new
high school going up, a new libriary going up.”

It is his part in the creation of the current
liclmont Memorial Library in the late "60s thiat
Burns seems particularly proud of. “That
building is built so well,” e said. “IUs just as
goad taday, il seemns to me, as it was wheo we
bhuiltir.”

The same could be said of Burns’ memory.
Although he claims he doesn’t remember
somie things as well as he once did, he can still
spin tales of his exploits and past town goings-
on with the best of them. He is particularly
descriptive when it comes to the open Town
Muctings that predate Belimaont’s current ver-
sion, which emiploys elected menibers. cfore
1927, anyune could speak — even people in
the Town Hall gallery’s apper balcony — and
they didi’t wait for perimissiont.

“That pgallery — it was [illed,” Burns saidl.
“You couldn’t get a sardine in there in the
good ol’ days.”

To have Burns tell it, disagreements that
arise al today’s Town Meetings are nothing
considered to those of days pust. "Fwent Lo .

Taris,” he said, “but 1 think I would rather

have gone to a New England Town Meeling.
The things they said and the Linguage they
used. It win ariol.”

Burn's Town Mecting recollections are not
all so amusing. Te said the Town Neeting Fas
handled many important issues over the
years, Te spoke brielly of the current Mcolean

development, but chose the canstruction of

the current high school 30 years ago as the
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After 66 years, Burns relinquishes TM member seat

B BURNS, ROM PAGE. |
maost important matler ever han-
dled during his time as Town
Meeting member.

“That was a big debate,” he said.
“Some people didn’t even want a
new high school. ... I think it took
us three sessions to come to an all-
around decision.”

Although Burns’ enjoyed being
part of that process and others like
it, he said he was not always so
enthused aboul his service as a
Town Mceting member. He said
he didn't cven want to be a mem-
ber at first.

As Burns tells it, George Olson,
a former superintendent of the
Highway Department, who also
had much political weight in
Burn’s Precinct 7, came to Burns
and suggested he run for Town
Mceting member. Burns told him
he had no interest, that his busi-
ness —asmall number of clothing
stores — was in Boston. Olson
eventually convinced Burns to

throw his hat in

the town’s need
for the business
experience
Burns could
provide. He was
first clected in
1933.

And, as
they say, the
Ralph Bums, In next- 66 years

his younger days are history. Lil-
erally. After the

standing ovation and a few com-
ments to those in attendance at
the Belmont High School audito-
rium on  Wednesday, Burns
returned to his Betts Road home
to watch Town Meeting on TV.
"l came right home and put
[the television| on channel 8,” he
said. He said the coverage was
good and the audio was clear ...

but still, it could not have been

"] the ring, citing thc samc.
“You would have lo say that |

missed Jnot being there], you
would,” he said. “l did enjoy every
minute of it. | really did.”
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COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN

WHEREAS:  Ralph J. Burns was born in Cambridge on Christmas Day, 1901; and

WHEREAS:  Mr. Burns moved to Belrhont when he was five years old; and

WHEREAS:  Mr. Burns has watched Belmont change from a farming community of 4,000 to a
suburb of Boston with a population of 26,000 today; and

WHEREAS:  Mr. Burns is the author of several books including “Out of the Mist” in 1969, a thinly

™ disguised novel of a young boy growing up in “Montvale;” and

WHEREAS:  Mr. Burns has served Belmont with sixteen years on the Warrant Committee, five years
on the Board of Assessors and as Secretary to the Building Committee for the Memorial
Library on Concord Avenue; and

WHEREAS:  Mr. Burns was elected a Belmont town meeting member on March 6, 1933, and has
served Precinct Seven with distinction over a span of sixty-six years; and

WHEREAS:  Mr. Burns decided this year not to seek re-election as a Belmont town meetmg member
after many years of dedicated service; now therefore be it

RESOLVED: That the City Council of the City of Cambridge go on record extending best wishes to
Ralph J. Burns as he leaves his position as a Belmont town meeting member; and be it

- further -
RESOLVED:

That the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to forward a suitably engrossed copy of
this resolution to Ralph J. Burns on behalf of the entire City Council .
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Councillor Sudlivan re: Best wishes to Ralph
J. Burns as he leaves his position as a
Belmont town meeting member. .

In City Council September 13, 1999





