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Stwte House. Raston 33

January 5, 1959
To the Local Authorities Serviced by the Eastern lMass. Street Rail-
way Company :

Because of the large number of inquiries which the Department -
has received from locel authorities relative to their powers énd | |
responsibilities during the current bus strike and because of the
widespread confusion relating to methods of getting pupils to and
from school, we are bringing the following informetion to your atten-
tion, |

Action in the current cese rests entirely with the local authori-
ties. The school boards haVe the right to make contrects with in-
dependent bus operators to supply transportation for the school
pupils.

Legal authorities have ruled that the school bus contracts would
have expired normally on January 1, 1959 and that as a result of the
strike the contracts were automatically cancelled because of non-per-
formance.

It should be brought to your attention that any bus operator
carrying pupils for a fare who ?ermits other than a pupil to ride on
the school buses would be in illegal operation and subject to penalty.

It is only when a bus is operated exclusively for school purposes
with money paid out of municipal funds that no special license or
permit is required from the State Department of Public Utilities.

If fares are collected from sources other than municipal funds, then
a common carrier's certificate must be obtained from the State De-

partument of Public Utilities,



This is the only control that the State has. Under the .lichter
Law the State is forbidden to talke over a raillroad, street reilway

or bus company dvring a strike.

FRANCTS X. ‘LaNG
Chairman
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