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January gj 1%9

To "the Local Authorities Serviced by the Eastern Eiass. Street Rail-
way Company '

Beeause of the large number 6f inquiries which the Department -
.

* +
...

F . 7

. 4

has received from locel authorities relative to their powers and
" '

+
+ ,

responsibilities during the current bus strike and because of the '

*

widespread eonfusion relating to methods of Eetting pupils to arid .t

from school, 'we are bi'inging the following informtion to your atten-
'

.

g

tion,
Ection in the current case rEsts entirely with the local authori-

,

ties." The school boards have the right to make contmcts with in-
.

.

dependent bus operators to supply transportation for the school
.

pupils .
X ,

F Legal authorities have ruled that the school bus contracts would

have expired noriimlly on 3anuary 1, l9£9 and that as a result of the

strike the contracts were automatically cancelled becai.:se of non-per-

forman c e ,

It should be brought to your attention that any bus operator
' " carrying pupils for a fare who permits other than a pur'il to ride on

the school buses would be in ill<a1 operation and subject to penelty.
.

It is only when a bus is operated exclusively for school purposes
,

with money paid out of municipal funds that no special license or

permit is required from the State Department of Public Utilities.

If fares are collected from source s other than munieipal funds , then '
·

r I "

a common carrierts certFEicate must be obtaired from the Ste.te De- ·
.

µ .
F "<

.

.
t4

partment of Public Utilities. "
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Thi s is the only control that the 3tate has. Under the i.lichter
Law the State is forbidden to taice over a rail.roaCl, street reilway

or bus company durinC a strike.

=X'<FRt NCIS X. :LENG

Chairman
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