
6

P

EU qy,&Ij/~/d,r-,

a i te >v/ y"" S --.. " ·
"

(-' k' ·L
' ",1""

" -%*m,,NL "" /amu^m11e/ -a7 c xtaeU»
SS)a '

' january __
5th, .-L:7

_
16.

To the
' '

' Honorable the City Council of the "

City of Cambridge:-
I trammit- herewith a coimunication from

' the Fire Prevention Comissioner of the Metropolitan 1Astrict,with

enclosure, calling attention to the great value of the work of that

department in the pulling down' of dilapidated' building's in the

vicinity of valuable property, and its effect8 upon imurance
" ratese ,' -'

Respectf ly,
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/
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' THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

,

. LI ' ' 0 '

L 9! FIRE PREVENTION COMMISSIONER
% °

ESTABLJS,HED

5>'
W

1914
. ,

I BEACON STREET "

JOHN A. O'KE.EFE,
COMMISSIONER

C

MICHAEL A. MURPHY, ,

DEPUTY ·

· L

""""" "· ""'· BOSTON· January 3,. 1916e6ECRETARY

" Y

Hon.
'

Mayor and
.

Board of' Aldermen,
Cambridge, Massachusetts .

Dear Sir : -

The -enclosed copy of a communication received by me relating to ,

,^

action by this 'iepartmCnt is self-explanatory. it shows the very

" great value of' the work done in tearing down dilapidated buildings, I
'. feel it wiii be in the interest of the commnnity to give these facts

the widest circulation posSible,

'

..
,

' Very truly yours,
:

, ' . /
t

, i.

'

Fire Prevention Corµai sioner .

'O.L
.
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' ' " .,

"'.
,

.

' for the Metropolit.an District, '
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Fire Prevention Commissioner,

.

'

4

b

i.
1 Beacon Street, Boston, .
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r
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Dear Si:k:
F ¥

t .
'

'i . - .C

··, : k - , ' , .

t ,
., .

$ - . .
, .

' ' ,
b

.

'
· '. ' · ' '

.

'
.

,

"
.· ' t' In connection vrith your i'iorZ" of reducing fire hazard, you nay be

T E

' ·
. ' '

.
' 1

'

. interested in thC history of scime ixisurance on Chomles Street,
'

On the coriierj
' ' '

..

of that street and Poplar Street, and numbered 337 Charles Street, is a brick
,

tenment ho'µse kncmn as the Charlcsbunk Hones , Last spring, Yjhen i? ire insur~ '

..

ance rrms !jlt1eed on the btiilding, the mte 'mas 7Sjt/ fbr three years and we 1N'ere
.

t
+

t,

informed that it was considerably increased by the hazard of a lot of unoccu"
.

pied, dilapidated, wooden buildings to the south of it, The preniun mounted
T

a

i, to $(340.
·.

'

-
-

,
L

,
F

., . .P

i, · In June," upon the removal of? a part of thCse old" buildings, we re-.
{¢

, . , , , .

.

¥

' ceiveji, a rebate of ¢145,60 and jioi,v, upon the i:emval of the remainder, another
4

. rebate amounting to ()149.92; and the rate has. been reduced to 45¢q 'In.- other
.

words, 'the removal of these o'ld buildinty' has meant a reduction in rate of
a P

F

,

" '
·

'

.

" ' " '

' '

.

,

'
.

E'
'

' '
.

" "

,
\ 4

about 40%. ·

X

¥

F

.
u

Tfie' insurance apents write us that there mas ori6inally a charge of '

,
.

F

¶

ijjt in the schedule of rate on the Charlesbank Hemes for the exposure hazard

'

of' those structures and that wou?A mean that they were considered a serious
.

. . .
" ' '

. ' ' ' · ? ·

hazard bv the 3oard of Under'writers in making up the rate. on the Ch±r1esban!c©r ' ' ' ' '
.

F

,

,
' Homes . They add: "From the Companies ' 'standpoint the district ref'ewed tog

P C

· ' +

has been very Sreatly improved for Eire insijrance purpgses',"
P

' ' .· ' ' '
.

' t

I remain> '
"

I

-" Yours very truly, .

HliV:S
,

(Signed) Henry %itmore,
. .
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