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IN CITY COUNCIL

October 2, 1995

COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU
COUNCILLOR BORN
COUNCILLOR DUEHAY
COUNCILLOR MYERS

MAYOR REEVES

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

The citizens of Cambridge are proud of the diverse nature of our community and
have made a strong commitment to civil rights, and to ensuring that our
community continues to build and maintain bridges amongst us; and

The contributions of lesbian and bisexual people have been systematically
eliminated from textbooks, classes, and discussions for much of our nation’s
history; and

History must accurately reflect these contributions in order to acknowledge and
appreciate what all people bring to our society; and

Lesbian and gay people are active, important and contributing members of
society: for examples, one need only to look to people like Alexander The Great,
John Maynard Keynes, Sappho, May Sarton, Tennessee Williams, Audre Lord,
Bayard Rustin, Walt Whitman, David Geffen, Rep. Steve Gunderson (R-
Wisconin); Rep. Barney Frank (D-Massachusetts), Rep. Gerry Studds (D-
Massachusetts), Martina Navritolova, all of whom are integral to our culture, yet
their homosexuality-- crucial to understanding their lives--is omitted from
biographies and discussions; and

There is a need to break down stereotypes in our nation’s schools so that an
inclusive, caring attitude toward all members of society can be nurtured and
developed; and

Over 100 organizations and historians, the Mayors of Chicago and Boston, and
the governors of Massachusetts and Connecticut endorsed October as Lesbian,
Gay and Bisexual History Month in 1994; and



WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

i

The National Education Association adopted a statement this past summer, calling
upon teachers and school districts to develop programs for "identifying and
eliminating sexual orientation stereotyping," including "support for the celebration
of a Lesbian and Gay History Month as a means for acknowledging the
contributions of lesbians, gays, and bisexual throughout history; and

The citizens of Cambridge have expressed their support for such efforts in the
past by endorsing, for example the work of Project Ten East at the Cambridge
Rindge and Latin High School and the showing of the photo exhibit, "Love
Makes a Family" at the Peabody School in June of 1995; now therefore be it

That the City of Cambridge hereby proclaim October,1995 as Lesbian, Gay and
Bisexual History Month, during which time we encourage the faculty and
administration of our schools to incorporate into their curriculum activities and
lessons that acknowledge the contributions of lesbian, gay and bisexual individuals
throughout history; and be it further

That a copy of the proclamation be sent to both the Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual
History Month Project, Inc., and to the National Education Association in support
of their efforts to break through the barriers that prevent our children from
learning the truth of our history.

In City Council October 2, 1995
Adopted by the affirmative vote of eight members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true copy; 0, }mmr/uu- adkwg
ATTEST:-

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk

COUNCILLOR GALLUCCIO REQUESTED TO BE RECORDED IN THE NEGATIVE
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