Sl Commonwealth of Massachusetts

IN THE YEAR ONE THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY- SIX

AN ACT AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS
TO CONVEY A CERTAIN PARCEL OF LAND AT COLUMBIA POINT IN DORCHESTER TO THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA FOR THE JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY LIBRARY AND
AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSTION TO ESTAB-
LISH A JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY PARK IN CAMBRIDGE AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its
purposes which are, among others, to authorize and direct the conveyance
of land to the United States of America for the John Fitzgerald Kennedy
Library and the establishment of a John Fitzgerald Kennedy Park, there-
forecit is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Scnate and House of Represcntatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows: )

SECTION 1.  Notwithstanding any provision of general or special law,
the board of trustees of the University of Massachusetts (hereinafter
called the University), or any officer designated by said board, is
hereby authorized and directed to convey oh behalf of the commonwealth
to the United States of America, without consideration, to provide a site
for the presidential afchival depository of the John Fitzgerald Library
(hereinafter called the Library), by deed approved as to form by the
attorney general, all the right, titie, and interest of the commonwealth
and the University in and to a certain parcel of land, situated at the
northeasterly portion of the peninsula of land known as Columbia Point
adjacent to Dorchester Bay in the City of Boston, Suffolk County, Massa-

chusetts, bounded and described as follows:
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Beginning at the sourtheasterly corner of said parcel, said point
being N 478,916.51' and E 726,297.22' on the Massachusetts State Coordi-
nate System, said point is also the intersection of the U.S. Pierhead
Line and the northerly sideline of a 200-foot sewer easement;

thence running N 500 -08' -22" W along the northerly sideline of said
easement a distance of 984.86 feet;

thence turning and running N 210 -27 - 34" E a distance of 677.50 feet;

thence turning and running S 68° - 32' - 26" E a distance of 487.54 feet
to the U.S. Pierhead Line;

thence turning and running S 1°© - 41' - 16" E along the siad U..S.
Pierhead Line a distance of 1,064.63 feet to the point of beginning;

Containing an area of 545,557 square feet or 12.524 acres, of which
about 9.5 acres are above approximate mean high water and about 3.0
acres are below approximate -mean high water, as shown on a plan entitled
"plan of Land for John Fitzgerald Kennedy Library, Columbia Point,
Boston, Mass." by Harry R. Feldman, Inc. and dated March 15, 1976 and
revised April 6, 1976.
The deed conveying said parcel of land shall provide that the United States
shall cause a suitable memorial to be placed in a prominent place indic-

ating that the site of the Library was a gift from the people of the

commonwealth.

SECTION 2. Notwithstanding any provision of general or special law,
the board of trustees of the University is authorized, on behalf of the
common&ealth, to make agreements with the United States of America,
acting by and through the Administrator of General Services, upon such
terms and conditions as the board of trustees may consider proper, and
also to grant easements in, over or upon other land of the Univeréity,
such agreements and easements to be for purposes related to or compatible
with the Library, including without limitation the use of other land,
buildings and equipment of the University, the means of access to and
utilities for the Library, parking for visitors and employees of the
Library and secufity arrangements for the Library. Reasonable fees or

-

other charges may be made for any of the foregoing purposes and shall be



[

held in trust by'the board of trustees of the University and shall be ex-
pended as directed by the trustees for the pufposes of the University.
The board of trustees, acting for and on behalf of the commonwealth, is
further authorized to acquire any necessary easements, compatible with
the Library, in, over or upon the land described in section one of this

act.

SECTION 3. Notwithstanding any provision of general or special law,
the department of environmental quality engineering isAauthorized to
issue licenses to the Unitéd States of America, acting by and through the
Administrator of General Services in connection with the Library, to
permit the filling of land or flats below the high water mark and along
the existing shoreline of the parcel described in section one of this
act in order to provide a protecfive embankment or sea wall for said
parcel and also to permit such dredging as méy be necessary or appropriate
in connection with access by water to said parcel and the construction
of a wharf or pier for purposes of such access. Any such licenses shall

be irrevocable and'perpetual.

SECTION 4. Upon the reconveyance by the United States of America
to the commonwealth of ten acres of land, more or less, located in the
city of Cambridge, county of Middlesex, which was donated to the United
States of America pursuant to chapter 864 of the acts of 1965 to provide
a site for the Library, which site has been and is being used by the
Massachusetts Bay Transportation Adthority (hereinafter called the MBTA), .
the Metropolitan District Commission (hereinafter called thé MDC) acting
on behalf of the commonwealth, is authorized and directed to lay out on
the part of said ten-acre parcel shown as parcel 1A on the Plan mentioned
below, including the pedestrian connector shown thercon, a public reser-

vation to be known as the John Fitzgerald Kennedy Park; to improve,




beautify, maintain, and preserve said reservation in its entirety as
parkland; and to cuase a suitable memorial to John Fitzgerald Kennedy

to be appropriately placed in siad park indicating that siad park is
dedicated by the people of the commonwealth to the memory of John
Fitzgerald Kennedy. Said parcel 1A shall be deemed to have been acquired
by the commonwealth for purposes cnumecrated in Article XCVII of the Amend-

ments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth.

Said parcel 1A is shown on a plan entitled "Plan of Land in Cam-
bridge - Mass.", dated May 18, 1976 by William S. Crocker, Inc., Boston,

Mass. (herein called the Plan) recorded with Middleséx South District

Registry of Deeds, Book , Page , and bounded and described as
follows:
SOUTHEASTERLY 'by a curved line at the junction of Boylston Street

and Memorial Drive, about twenty-eight and 15/100
(28.15) feet; |

SOUTHERLY AND about nine hundred five and 27/100 (905.27) feet, by
SOUTHWESTERLY '

Memorial Drive;

NORTHWESTERLY by land now or formerly of the Society of St. John the

Evangelist, forty-seven and 26/100 (47.26) feet;

NORTHEASTERLY by Parcel 1B on said Plan four hundred forty and 92/100

(440.92) feet;

NORTHEASTERLY forty-five and 20/100 (45.20) feet, by Bennett Street;

SOUTHEASTERLY in part by land now or formerly of the Commonwealth

of Massachusetts, in part by Parcel 2 and in part by
Parcel 2A on said Plan, four hundred eighty-two and

39/100 (482.39) feet;
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NORTHEASTERLY by Parcel 2A on said Plan three hundred eighteen and

11/100 (318.11) feet;

NORTHWESTERLY by Parcel 2A on said Plan one hundred and 00/100

(100.00) feet;

NORTHEASTERLY by Parcel 2 on said Plan eighteen and 00/100 (18.00)
feet;
SOUTHEASTERLY by Boylston Street, four hundred two and 98/100

(402.98) feet;

Said parcel 1A containing 220.396 square feet, more or less, or

5.06 acres, more or less.

The use of said parcel 1A for said park shall, however, be subject to

the right of the MBTA to occupy and use the portion of parcel 1A located
to the northwest of the témporary park division line shown on the Plan, anc
also, on a non-exclusive basis, the pedestrian connector included in said
parcel 1A, including the right to use all existing tracks, equipment,

and facilities thereon and any additions or alterations thereto, to éermit
construction staging, to 6perate interim mass transportation services, and
to operate and charge fees for ongrade public parking, fof such period

as the MBTA may require, but in no event longer than eight years following
the passage of this Act; provided that, during all of such period and there
after, the public shall have continuous access to said park by use of the
pedestrian connector. Such.occupancy by the MBTA shall be for such fair
rental and on such other terms as the MBTA and the MDC may agree; provided
that the MBTA's obligation to pay such rent shall be contingent upon

prior approval by the proper federal authorities of the inclusion of such
rent as an appropriate charge to a federal construction grant for the ex-

tension of the so-called Red Line. -

-5



The use of said parcel 1A for said park shall be further subject to
the right of the MBTA to occupy and use the portion of parcel 1A located
the southeast of the temporary park division line shown on the plan for
such period as the MBTA may require, but in no event longer than six mont
following the passage of this Act.

The MBTA shall, during its occupancy of any part of parcel 1A, be
fully responsible for protection and maintenance of the property. The
MBTA shall vacate such parcel, and deliver to MDC full possession thereof
within the time limits specified above for the northwest and souteast
portions respectively, and‘shall excrcise its best efforts to do so as so
as practicable within said iimits with respect to each portion. The MBTA
shall retain the right, upon vacating said parcel, to remove and salvage,
at its option, any tracks or other equipment; provided, however, that the
MBTA shall not be responsible for demolition of any other existing
facilities or for any other preparation of said narcel for reuse.

For the purpose of laying out and constructing said park, the MDC
is authorized to receive and éxpend all rents received from the MBTA for
use of parcel 1A and the entire proceeds of the sale of parcel 2A to the
President and Fellows of Harvard College (hereinafter called Harvard),
as provided in section five of this act, said rents and proceeds to be
expended primarily to construct said park. Insofar as practicable, the
portion of the park to be located to the southeast of the‘temporary park
division line shown on the Plan shall be constructed contemporaneously
with construction by Harvard on said parcel 2A. The MDC shall maintain
and operate said park, and for such purposes the MDC is authorized to
receive and expend gifts, bequests, devises, or other contribﬁtions,
public or private. Any rents, sale proceeds, gifts, bequests, devises,
or contributions received by the MDC pursuant to this section shall be
credited to the Metropolitan Parks Trust Fund.
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SECTION 5. Upon reconveyance by the United States of America to
the commonwealth of the ten-acre parcel of land referred to in section
four of this act, the commonwealth, acting by and through the secretary
of administration and finance (hereinafter called the secretary), is
authorized and directed to‘sell and convey to Harvard, for purposes of
Harvard's John Fitzgerald Kennedy School of Government and related
academic uses, by deed approved as to form by the attorney general, all
right, title, and interest of the commonwealth in and to parcel 2A shown

on said Plan and bounded and described as follows:

NORTHEASTERLY three hundred eighteen and 117100 (318.11) feet, by
‘ land now owned by John Fitzgerald Kennedy Library
Incorporat d and to be sold by it to Harvard for
the purposes of Harvard's John Fitzgerald Kennedy Scho
of Government and related academic uses;

SOUTHEASTERLY by Parcel 1A on said Plan, one hundred and 00/100
feet;
SOUTHWESTERLY by Parcel 1A on said Plan, three hundred eighteen and

11/100 (318.11) feet;

NORTHWESTERLY by Parcel 1A on said Plan, one hundred and 00/100
(100.00) feet;

containing 31,811 square feet, more or less, or 0.730 acres, more or
less, in consideration of payment by Harvard to the commonweélfh of $16
per square foot, being the fair market value of said parcei. The pro-
ceeds of said sale shall be credited to the Metropolitan Parks Trust

Fund for use by the MDC as provded in section four of this act.

SECTION 6. Upon reconveyance by the United States of America to
the commonwealth of the ten-acre parcel of land referred to in section
four of this act, the commonwealth, acting by and through the secretary,
is hereby authorized to sell and convey parcel‘lB shown on said Plan in
the manner hereinafter provided; said parcel 1B being bounded and des-

cribed as follows:



NORTHEASTERLY by Bennett Street a distance of three hundred

fifty-seven and 87/100 (357.87) feet;

SOUTHEASTERLY by Parcel 1A on said Plan a distance of four hundred

seventy-eight and 22/100 (478.22) feet;

SOUTHWESTERLY by Parcel 1A on said Plan a distance of four hundred

forty and 92/100 (440.92) feet; and

NORTHWESTERLY in part by land now or formerly of Society of St. Johr

the Evangelist and in part by University Road a dis-

tance of four hundred fifty-three andg 16/100

(453.16)" f.eet;
conﬁaining 183,354 square feet, more or less, or 4.21 acres, more or
less. |

The MBTA, however, shall have the right to occupy and use said parce

including the right to use all existing tracks, equipment, and facilities
thereon and any additions or alterations thereto to operate interim mass
transportation services, and to Operate and to charge fees for on- grade
public parking, for such period as the MBTA may require, but in no event
longer than two and one-half years following the passage of this Act.
The MBTA shall make payments for each month or part thereof of such
occupancy to the secretary at the rate of Seventeen Thousand One Hundred
and Twenty Five Dollars ($17,125.00) per month; and such occupancy shall
further be subject to such other terms as the MBTA and the secretary may
agree. Should the commonwealth, acting by and through the secretary, pric
to two and one-half yYears following the bassage of this Act, transfer said
parcel for reuse in the manner hereinafter authorized, the MBTA shall re-
tain, and the deed conveying the property shall so provide, an option to
lease said parcel for the remainder of the two and one-half year period

at a monthly rental equal to the greater of one-twelfth of seven percent



There shall be established for purposes of this Act a Cambridge
MBTA Yards Project Review Board (hercinafter called the *board®).
Said board shall be comprised of seven members of the legisla-
ture, including a chairmah, who shall be appointed by the Spcaker of
the House and the President of the Senate. Any person or entity
proposing to develop commercial, residential, or combined commercial
and residential facilities within said pérccl 1B shall submit to saigd
board for review a reuse plan describing in reasonable detail the
type of development to be undertaken, the time within which such dev-
elopment is to be completed, aag-proposed means Of financing the dev-

and inclod

equmenL,‘a site plagjshowing as a minimum the location and outlines
of proposed buildings, the density of proposed uses, proposed sticets,
drives, parking areas, walks, lands caplng 1mprovcmento, and open areas
within the site, and the relationship of the piah to the surrcunding
neighborhbod. No reuse plan shall be approved by the board unless
after public hearing on such plan a majorityvof the board approves of

the plan and the financing thereof and further finds that such plan

is consistent with the sound necds of the surrounding neighborhcod as

ontemplated by the Harvard Square Comprechensive Policy Plan. The.

board shall notify the secretary ef-administration and—f+mpanee in

: @t+er
writing, within 30 days &£ final submission of any reuse plan,
whether it approves or disapproves said plan. Ugon approval by the

board of a rcuso/plan, the secrctary

. . / .
1s authorized j?d directed to convey

et > said parcel 1B/ by—deed—approved—as—o.

» in accordance with such approved plan.

f L}e Xale of

Such pale or disposition \must be in\ rcturn Cox ConcldOLdtl n which
equals the) fair market value of said par cJ at tNe time
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$ose by deed approved as to form by-the attorney general, ail

right, title, and interest of the commonwealth in and to said

parcel 1B to an appropriate public or private entity fopr devclop- P

ment by it or others for commercial, residential, or combined

comnercial and residential uses. Such sale or—dispeosatbion nust
- L ‘ of said parcel
be in return for consideration which equals the fair market value /

at the time of the sale or sald parcel | as determined hy the
average of twe independent appraisals by qualified, disintcrested
appraiscrs appoihted by the sccretar*, whose fees may be paid out

pro.rr?p-/// follocsing The
NEER] of tHis Act

SSOGS
of the proceeds of such sale,

The proceeds’to the commonwealth from the sale SO

of said parcel in accbrdance with this section shall be applied
‘ Two Million Dollars .

without appropriation as follows: the firstA$2,000,00()shall be
donated by the commonﬁealth, acting by and through the secretary, to ¢
the Uhiﬁbd States of America, acting by and through tne Administrator
of General Services, to finance improvements on the site for the
Library and approaches thereto; and the balance of such proceccds
shall be applied by the secrctary of environmental affairs for the
acquisition, laying out, and‘construction of parks in urbanr areas

of the commonwecalth.



CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139
Tel. 876-6800

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

JAMES L. SULLIVAN
City Manager May 17, 1976

To the Honorable, the City Council:

I am enclosing herewith a draft of proposed legislation
concerning the Bennett/Eliot Yards in Harvard Square. This legis-
lation is to be submitted by the Governor with the support of
Senate President Kevin Harrington and House Speaker Thomas McGee.

It would appear that the proposed legislation deserves
the support of the City Council in that it addresses a number of
issues of concern to Cambridge residents. First, it would provide
an apportunity for the orderly development of the Bennett/Eliot
Yards now under the ownership of G. S. A. which will be transferred
back to the Commonwealth for disposition. Secondly, it provides
for the development of a park by the Metropolitan District Commis-
sion dedicated to the memory of President John F. Kennedy.
Thirdly, it provides that approximately four acres of the site be
dedicated to tax-producing purposes in Cambridge.

The draft legislation is being submitted to the City
Council so their members may acquaint themselves with its provi-
sions prior to a hearing to be conducted by the Legislature.

Respectfully submitted,

ol

jes L. Sullivan
ty Manager

/
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Proposed 1egislat§qn’concerning the Bennett,
Eliot Yards in Hgfvard Sqge

In City Council,

j// 2 //7‘ May 17, 1976
ﬂﬂw/ # Ao
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Lecowovie velopncer





