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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CITY HALL, CAN.BRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139 e (617) 498-9017

OFFICE OF
THE CITY CLERK

October 3, 1985

The Honorable Charles Flaherty

State Representative & Majority Leader
The State House

Room 343

Boston, MA 02133

Dear Representative Flaherty:

Pursuant to the request of the Cambridge City Council, I am forwarding to
you a copy of the enclosed resolution as adopted by the City Council at its meeting
of Monday, September 30, 1985. Said resolution re-iterating the Council's strong
opposition to the redraft of S. 386 as a threat to public safety and calling upon
the House of Representatives to defeat this legislation.

Your very kind attention in this matter will be greatly appreciated by

the City Council.

Very truly yours,

%%/%—/

Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.

PEH/mh
Enclosure: City Council Order #15 of 9/30/85

cc: Representatives Saundra Graham & Peter Vellucci



COUNCILLOR D. SULLIVAN
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IN -CITY' COUNCIL
September 30, 1985

Under the authority of Chapter 140, Section 131 of the
Massachusetts General Laws, Cambridge Police Chief
Anthony Paolillo has been restricting the number of

licenses to carry handguns in Cambridge, and has refused

to renew many such licenses in the last two years; and

By its Order No. 6 of March 19, 1984, this City Council
unanimously approved the Chief's policy, and declared it
to be city policy "to establish strict standards for
issuing licenses to carry firearms, and to issue such
licenses only in rare and exceptional circumstances;" and

The Gun Owners Action League, the Massachusetts affiliate
of the National Rifle Association, has proposed state
legislation, Sentate Bill No. 386, to overrule policies
like Cambridge's by requiring police chiefs to issue
licenses to essentially everyone who applies, except a
small class of applicants such as convicted felons, drug
users, and children; and

By its Order No. 14 of April 8, 1985, this City Council
unanimously declared "its strong opposition to S.386 as a
serious threat to public safety, and as an unacceptable
interference with local police chiefs' judgment about the
welfare of their own communities;" and

Despite such opposition, and that of Chief Paolillo and
the Massachusetts Chiefs of Police, the Legislature's
Joint Committee on Public Safety by a closely divided
vote reported a redraft of S.386 to the House of
Representativers, which is scheduled to debate it very
soon; and

The redraft of S.386.continues the objectionable features

~of the original bill, by shifting from firearm license

applicants to local police chiefs the burden of proof by
substantial evidence, thus greatly increasing the number
of handguns on the streets, while providing no additional
standards or procedural protections beyond those in the
present laws; therefore, be it
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RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

That the Cambridge City Council re-iterates its strong
opposition to the redraft of S.386 as a dangerous threat
to the public safety in Cambridge and throughout the
Commonwealth, and calls upon the House of Representatives
to defeat this abhorrent legislation; and be it further

That the City Clerk immediately send copies. of this
resolution to the three State Representatives from

~ Cambridge.

In City Council September 30, 1985.
Adopted by .the affirmative vote of 6 members.
Attest:- Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.
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A true copy; ,/// A
ATTEST : - "/ /‘77 /7 %,,Afaé
e S
Paut’E. Healy, City.Clerk

COUNCILLORS DANEHY, LAROSA AND WALTER SULLIVAN RECORDED IN THE NEGATIVE IN THIS

MATTER.
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COUNCILLOR D. SULLIVAN

WHEREAS :

WHEREAS::

WHEREAS ¢
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IN CITY COUNCIL
September 30, 1985

Under the authority of Chapter 140, Section 131 of the
Massachusetts General Laws, Cambridge Police Chief
Anthony Paolillo has been restricting the number of
licenses to carry handguns in Cambridge, and has refused
to renew many such licenses in the last two years; and

By its Order No. 6 of March 19, 1984, this City Council
unanimously approved the Chief's policy, and declared it
to be city policy "to establish strict standards for
issuing licenses to carry firearms, and to issue such
licenses only in rare and exceptional circumstances;" and

The Gun Owners Action League, the Massachusetts affiliate
of the National Rifle Association, has proposed state
legislation, Sentate Bill No. 386, to overrule policies
like Cambridge's by requiring police chiefs to issue
licenses to essentially everyone who applies, except a
small class of applicants such as convicted felons, drug
users, and children; and

By its Order No. 14 of April 8, 1985, this City Council
unanimously declared "its strong opposition to S.386 as a
serious threat to public safety, and as an unacceptable
interference with local police chiefs' judgment about the
welfare of their own communities;" and

Despite such opposition, and that of Chief Paolillo and
the Massachusetts Chiefs of Police, the Legislature's
Joint Committee on Public Safety by a closely divided
vote reported a redraft of S.386 to the House of
Representativers, which is scheduled to debate it very
soon; and

The redraft of S.386 continues the objectionable features
of the original bill, by shifting from firearm license
applicants to local police chiefs the burden of proof by
substantial evidence, thus greatly increasing the number
of handguns on the streets, while providing no additional
standards or procedural protections beyond those in the
present laws; therefore, be it
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RESOLVEB: #

RESOLVED:

That the Cambridge City Council re-iterates its strong
opposition to the redraft of S.386 as a dangerous threat
to the public safety in Cambridge and throughout the
Commonwealth, and calls upon the House of Representatives
to defeat this abhorrent legislation; and be it further

That the City Clerk immediately send copies of this

resolution to the three State Representatives from
Cambridge.
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COUNCILLOR D. SULLIVAN

Tity nf Cambridge

IN CITY COUNCIL
"September 30_, 1985

Under the authority of Chapter 140, Section 131 of the
Massachusetts General Laws, Cambridge Police Chief
Anthony Paolillo has been restricting the number of
licenses to carry handguns in Cambridge, and has refused
to renew many such licenses in the last two years; and

By its Order No. 6 of March 19, 1984, this City Council
unanimously approved the Chief's policy, and declared it
to be city policy "to establish strict standards for
issuing licenses to carry firearms, and to issue such
licenses only in rare and exceptional circumstances;" and

The Gun Owners Action League, the Massachusetts affiliate
of the National Rifle Association, has proposed state
legislation, Sentate Bill No. 386, to overrule policies
like Cambridge's by requiring police chiefs to issue
licenses to essentially everyone who applies, except a
small class of applicants such as convicted felons, drug
users, and children; and

By its Order No. 14 of April 8, 1985, this City Council

unanimously declared "its strong opposition to S.386 as a
serious threat to public safety, and as an unacceptable
interference with local police chiefs' judgment about the
welfare of their own communities;" and

Despite such opposition, and that of Chief Paolillo and
the Massachusetts Chiefs of Police, the Legislature's
Joint Committee on Public Safety by a closely divided
vote reported a redraft of S.386 to the House of
Representativers, which is scheduled to debate it very
soon; and

- The redraft of S.386 continues the objectionable features

of the original bill, by shifting from firearm license
applicants to local police chiefs the burden of proof by
substantial evidence, thus greatly increasing the number
of handguns on the streets, while providing no additional
standards or procedural protections beyond those in the
present laws; therefore, be it
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RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

That the Cambridge City Council re-iterates its strong
opposition to the redraft of S.386 as a dangerous threat
to the public safety in Cambridge and throughout the
Commonwealth, and calls upon the House of Representatives
to defeat this abhorrent legislation; and be it further

That the City Clerk immediately send copies' of this
resolution to the three State Representatives from
Cambridge.

In City Council September 30, 1985.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of 6 members.
Attest:- Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.
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Pa . Healy, City.Clerk

COUNCILLORS DANEHY, LAROSA AND WALTER SULLIVAN RECORDED IN THE NEGATIVE IN THIS

MATTER.
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Order #15 é/ég?

C.D. Sullivan re: resolutions recording the
Council's opposition to the redraft of S.386
with regard to handgun licenses.
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In City Council,

September 30, 1985
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