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MADAM MAYOR, MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL, MY
NAME IS MRS, CUOCO, 1 SPERIDAKIAS TERRACE,

A FEW WEEKS AGO THERE WAS A FIRE AT 32-34 VALENTINE
STREET WHICH BACKS UP TO MY HOME ON SPERIDAKIAS TERRACE,
<THE PROPERTY IS OPERATED BY AAA PLASTICS COMPANY AND OWNED

BY TED LANE, TRUSTEE OF TRIPLE A REALTY TRUST.

\
I GIVE YOU SOME OF THE BACKGROUND, FOR IT IS NECESSARY

ﬁ TO §_HOW THE LACK OF COMMUNITY CONCERN BY THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE,

Y : A
’ : : N
THEREFORE, I START BY GOING BACK\T\O FEBRUARY 5, 1968

~

\\ WHEN A REPORT WAS MADE BY MYSELF THAT THE TRAILER BACKED
S |
UP TO 1-3-5 SPERIDAKIAS TERRACE CONTAINING PLASTICS, WHICH ARE
HIGHLY FLAMABLE, PARKED ON THE LOT AT 34 VALENTINE STREET IN
VIOLATION OF THE ZONING LAW,
1 REPORTED THIS MATTER NOT JUST AS A VIOLATION, BUT TO
/' CORRECT A PROBLEM., I ALSO HAVE COPIES OF OTHER VIOLATIONS

REPORTED SINCE THAT TIME., THE CITY, AT THAT TIME, ONLY SENT

A NOTICE AND WHEN AAA PLASTICS FAILED TO MAKE ANY CORRECTIONS,
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NO FURTHER ACTION WAS TAKEN,

THERE HAS BEEN A REPEATED NUMBER OF THESE VIQLATIONS
REPORTED AND NEVER CORRECTED,

REPORTS ALSO THAT THE PROPERTY OWNED AND OPERATED
BY AAA PLASTICS ON 160-166 PEARL STREET IS ALSO BEING USED IN
VIOLATION OF THE ZONING LAWS, AND BEING IN VIOLATION OF THAT LAW
THE OWNER APPEARS TO HAVE SET HIMSELF UP AS THE LAW FOR

/

HIS CONTEMPT FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE AREA BY FAILING TO COMPLY
\;fITH ANY SAFETY STANDARDS,

REPORTS FILED WITH THE CITY , SHOW THAT VIOLATIONS
HAVE BEEN REPORTED STARTING @N February5, 1968 TO AUGUST 17,
1972, AND NO CORRECTIVE ACTION WAS TAKEN ON ANY OF THE
VIOLATIONS OR SARETY STANDARDS, CONSEQUENTLY, IN THE
MONTH OF JANUARY, 1973, A FEW WEEKS AGO, WE HAD A FIRE AT

32-34 VALENTINE STREET, A FIRE WHICH WAS RECORIED IN THE FIRE

JOURNAL LASTING 69 HOURS,
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A FIRE THAT GUTTED THE PLASTICS BUILDING AND ALSO INFLICTED
DAMAGE TO THE SURROUNDING NEIGHBORHOOD HOMES, AND RELEASING
FROM THE FIRE ITSELF, TOXIC GASES WHICH COULD VERY WELL
HARM THE HUMAN BODY., A5 /2 F,//%EM/:W L ENE /Eﬁfﬁc’féﬂ'

WE THE ?EOPLE OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD, DID NOT COME HERE
TONIGHT TO MAKE NOISE, GIVE A CAMPAIGN SPEECH, OR aSK FOR
SOMETHING THAT IS ABSURD ~ OR RIDICULOWS ,

WHAT WE ARE APKING IS THAT THE CITY ENFORCE THE LAW,
THAT IT HAS ON ITS BOOKS.

-F THAT BE DIFFICULT, TELL US AND WE WILL NOT WASTE
YOUR TIME NOR OUR OWN,

OUR HOMES ARE HERE AND WE WISH TO TAKE ALL THE
SAFEGUARDS FOR OUR PROPERTY AND OUR POSSESSIONS,

WE HAVE BEEN TOLD BY MR. CORCORAN AND THE CITY
SOLICITOR THAT WITHIN THE NEXT TWO {2 DAYS, IF THE AAA
PLASTICS COMPANY HAS NOT REMOVED ITS OPERATION FROMPEARL

STREET, THAT THE CITY WILL JOINWITH US TO FORCE THEIR REMOVAL,
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I, THEREFORE, ASK THIS CITY COUNCIL TO‘ GO ON RECORD
TONIGHT BY A RESOLUTION, TO ASSIST US IN THE ENFOR;EMENT
OF THE ZONING LAW AS IT PERTAINS TO OUR AREA,

I THANK YOU FOR HEARING A COMMUNITY PROBLEM,
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i I'ecember 2, 1969
A.A . Plostics Tnc° F
22 Valentino St:eet | K
Cembpicdge, massachuﬂetts _
Attention: Mr,.Ted Leno
_ . Fe: stores, 160-166 Pearl Stroet, Cantrioge, Messg,
: o Teor Sire ;
o On inspoction of & complaint et tle ebove-listec prooerty
(38 which 13 owned or controlled by you, I found tiat the stores are
.
ﬁ;; - being used as & warchouse to store plactic materials, This spea 15
u 7 gomed C=1, You are 1a violatlon of Article VI, sectlion 1, of the
© iCombridzo Zoning Grdinsnce,
.5-' o You must remove this materisl out of the stores as scon
5 1fQ3 poszible, Pleese let thiis officc lnou wien the stores sre cleecned
™ .
\ p ; Very truly yours,
‘ C | :
{"‘%, { :
- %{ ! Vincent L, ‘rlley
£ {

Building Inspsctor
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COMPLAINT MADE BY

C1TY OF CAMBRIDGE

" BUILDING DEPARTMENT

N

DATE Auqusﬁ €, 1972

p ey

LGCATION AAA Plastics, 32 Valentine Street, _Cambmdge
G&NER Ted and Lillian Lane, Trustees .of Trlple A Realty Trust
OuNER'S ADDRESS 32 Valentine Street, Cambridge, Mass. 02139

Mrs. Mary M. Coughlin, President, Cambridgeport Rasidents Union

COMPLAINTANT'S ADDRESS 171 Ailston'street, Cambridqge, Mass. 02139

SUBJECT Owner is in violation of the zoning ordinances In that

he is storing industrial eclu.ipment in a residential zone.

(For additional report, see attached)
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Plant and Stores, 160 through 1€8 Pearl Street, are non-conforming
use, Conversion of shops to storage was illegal (C-1 zcne only
permits residential, so toswhange from one non-conformirg use to‘
another requires a variance). .

Storage of flammable materials:
(A) 1Illegal in brick buildings due to lack of sprirklers;
(B) Doubly dangerous in structures along Pearl Street due to
no sprinklers and flammable construction in taickly settled
neighborhood.

Deliveries and location of platform forces trucks to blcck the
street to other traffic.

The block of stores on Pearl Street are in a bad detericrating
condition which is a drawback to the surrounding property including
the Blessed Sacrament Church area.
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rupust 17, 1972
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Prepared statement relative to Pearl-
Valentine Street fire. ‘L‘( O
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