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Public R"eajring'will ibe..given oii..Tues-

day. ,evening, jujy 'i:'. '1924:' &t 8.3.0
· ¥

o'c!o.ck to e(jn-igider. Elie sd'yiikgSility 'of
' '

the. laale of uie,.Citj'".Hoilia ianti and

Iuil'diugs. -on' i',a·hiiery S-tnet, NoEtll :
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:

t

.: 'FRgijE}RIQK H. BURKE,".' '.
·-

I

'

, ;' '
.

" "City'-Clerk. ,:
;

,,, ., ,, .":z2 '
'

'
1

C

« t

·k '
' ':

-, m,
,

, . t

C

P

I

-
i

1

,r I
t I

L -

1

7
t:j" "'

\ 7

.

L

G.

' b

t



j- "" "" -'""

' ' " "

" ~.W- - + """~M.%,
e

rC

P

"">, I 0

«
F"

d'/".1". , _-_ . . ~+ ,
b rC L

' ,
.rP "

\b ·"

.
b

r7
1

·

^ .- . 'b
' ^I

; k
1

I

,t e ·
q

U

I

p b

: I

} "

i

J

i

) I

I

" !
I

: !

n

) ej
'u' "

.- >- - f: c" " " & -'p
!
d

I
\is' ' '¥" ·Z

IS
. 'H : :

'm
^ d+ V

' ii: t:iiy iktmU 3 ---- : t -';-;j^ i

GJ 0 ~ 0 ^ ~ ~ ~ &-a"e
~ ~ ~ ~" · p X q~ ~ n~ + Q,b - ;".

1

T
i

n t' .
P r'

i
m

" "- hrz'e!en*ai i:i' ;,}e 3,:;'17¢3T.'"t:'i:",'":"::":
t::' I

a

pUELic: pi':':js'42f'y"b' ,'-,,?'j:'}? :

{

.
pUEsLi't' h:' mi'" "! '?!s '

3 b m¶:
W} ' " B. *

' "

i'uuAtaj. '

.
" L - · "· ' · "" V

I b

t
t

, .

aiL"Z' "·" " ' " " " - "=.:~ G. i:^='L".::.= -Z."; 1Ty ' |E[fs&'
d

V ~ q
T

,

,
1

¶
D

P

.

¶

0

~ r
¶

a

t ·
F

t

" q

I

1.

" I
O

' (

q

t b.

i

} 1

0

% L '

L

4

U

¢

G

.
t

b

k.

0

" *
I

*»
b

/-
,
g '

U I
b m
· jµ'"

,r

t
b

,

<1

" e
k

d

r
I

i

b

r

N

t
,

b

k

.
I

C \
0

0

.
..

.
1

:
": " I

6 ~ I
1

:

-

'IP

*
'
r J

P

4

K

· %

"
W.

m

~ d

Y
W

rbh C @
. d ~ " ·— " ""' " · " " '"OP

.

J.
P

e

V W

C

i,

qq4.
%

P

a

·%



.
. C-

I

A_j""3'
I)|)°

¶1 =:^umgtLmej~slm
a

aS"A'?
mil?

"

,
itf

~
..

&ypr' .>·
,,~

,

¶M

.

A"^',



/)
Ac1'/,-

.

e

,

.

0 t

0

,



L%
,

""""'"

,

"

,
"

\ C

2 T'""""'
it PRC "RTY 0F¶"ER: ' AliD CITIZEZS LIVJITG IN IFE9E TI 'ILQITY ADjACMT""0

f i"HE JCITY HOi.iE PROPERTY DO HEEREEY PROTEST .TIU9 SAiE OF SAID ERCEFRTY
TO THE BOS.TOZS EIEVA: ;'E'IF RAIL\I'AY C01'!1PRTY, "FOR A CAR TERMIEAL. IF A

Y

NEW CITY E107U' IS CONSTRUCTED SAI:/!E-CA\' IE RUIJF OIl THE SI'i'8 OF THE

.,.,
PRESRIT CITY HOME', INASNLU¢EI 'AS THE FAWR HARD DOES NOT HEARTILY

, APPROVE THE USE OF THE LAND 0'UERIOOKIITG FBESH 1X)ND AND THE BOARD orr
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City of Cambridge
/

l'n City Council JiiiaC Lo, lg24b

The Committee on ?tib1ic property and }?ubu¢
lnAtituso#E|

to u/hichw&8 referred an offer u=ee=j from the Bo9'ton ElevNe'd mi-

f. way company for the purcM®C of City l&ild mom 'as the Cmbriage ci-'ty

gome

I

i Reports
f

RecomlHemiW the adoptien of tbc'

a¢eowgaiiying order for heariBB on ?ue8aay, ·jvu¶ g 1924 at 8%30 bo Jlh-

in ttjc' C«rici1 CHamber, CitY Hall.

i

Eoe thC Comittee.

' nmti, l//h( L' (C"uy
L' /_ ""



REPORT

Committee on
()JLLu-A4-4

(k^v,cl(aiL cLL /LLiL U/

a Lt-co ~L-w1 E@taf1c4-" / iZ4-l.c~

'j4j)ti
)Auu/c) /%d 4

/

X.
m-

~



" ,
}

/ ' ""y' "%\,
" ,)

,

_ .

],

,'

,,

\"{E^:zy'

OFFICE
'

(Df1ersE]er% jjf tljp jkur ""' """'"'N"R^"QUAR'
HOURS: El A.M. TO 4 PM.

CAMBRIDGE, MASS.
>

To the Honorable Mayor and City Council:

The Overseers of the Public Wolfare re8pectfully recommend
i

bhat the City erect a new and modern City Home at such place on the

, City lands aE may be selected therefor.i

i The present building wele3 erected 6OItlC 8eventy-five year6 ago

when conditions were entirely different from what they are today.

Then there were many able bodied men and woinen in the Home, @jjd the

farw of some thirty-three acres was 8uccessfully worked by men. Thirty
years ago the annual product of the farm was valued at $6,500. Today

the limited area under cultivation is operated at a loss, a8 fetrm labor
must be hired froni Qutgide. Today the resi(ientEl of the hoine are Largely

C

the &ged and the infirm. Almost half of them are in receipt of some

hospital treatment, and'the xiumber of helplesEl incurableg 1b increasing.
1

There is a growing clag8 wh0 are able to pay their board but whQBe
q

i

relatives and friends can not care for thew outside.
I

m
i The present building is not 6uttable for this new purpo6e,

1

It is expensive to heat and operate and present6 a serious fire menace.

The women, many of them aged and helple68, are housed in the older

part of the bijilding, and 6hc)uld a serious fire occur, it would, in

our opinion, necesg&rily remit in a 1088 of live8.
The floors of the older part of the building are difficult to.

keep clean and Banitary.
The present farin, so called, contains wmething over one

million square feet, half of Uiich is in Cambridge and the rest 1jkl

i t
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rµj'
OFFICEQMrseern uf :t!je Pour "'"" """·""'N"'^' "W^"HOUFCS; 8 A.M. TO 4 P,M.

CAMBRIDGE, MASS.

—2m

Somerville. Practically all ef it is smooth level land adapted for
building. It is no longer useful to the City and entails ari outgo

rather than a Yevenue.

I The Boston Elevated Railroad Cowpany has intimated a willingness
to purchase 80 much of the farm as lies in Cambridge for terminal and

storage yards and if it purcha6es the land it will erect buildings
thereon at a cost of two hundred to two hundred and fifty thousand

dollars. Undoubtedly as business develops it will erect more bui1ciings.
Vie hear that the Company planned to expend a milliQn do1l&r8 for a

development in Arlington, which owing to opposition in that town, they

are willing to transfer to Cainbridge.

No plans have been prepared, or even Uetched, for a new build-
ing, as such a task would require the services of an architect e6peciu1y0

:

experienced in inbtitution work, but the State House autho?ities e6tilnate

the c,ost of such a building at $1,000. per patient. Our present popula-

tion keeps pretty clogely to 125o Should we build for 150 patients, the

cost would thus approximate $150,000. Adding to this the cost of quar-

ters for superintendent, nurses and elnploye6 and the cost may run up to
$200,000.

It is easy to see that after the amount received frcm the sale

of the land has been applied to the building, the interest &na sinking
fund charges on the Mlance to be borrowed can easily be met from the

taxes to be paid on the property &e3 developed by the railroad.
In addition, there is a growing Cieraand for residences on the Somerville

— ~""

'
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OFFICEQhuseers nf U|e j!hur "'"" "'""'"'""'M- '°'m'F-KJURS; 8 AM. TO 4 MM.

CAMBRIDGE, MASS,

d5-

half of the lamd while a new anQ more mnitary structure for handlimg

garbage could probably be erected at the quarry end of the lot, and

the cost of that be covered by sales of land.
We would recomnend therefore

(I) That the City enter into negotiatiom with the

Elevated Railway for the sUe of such part of the land as is
needed by it, either through the instrumentality ef this
board or otherwi8e.

(2) That the City, through this board 0r 0therwise,

ewploy an architect experienced in imtitution construction

to prepare suitable plans arid specificatiom.
(3) That inasuiuch as the revenue from taxe8 on the

improved land 8ola will amply provide fcr thg carrying charges

on the neceseary loan, the legislature be applied to for per-
mission to borrow the money outUGe the Debt limit.

Ab to the location of the new home, we would again emphasize

that we no longer maintain an Alm8house in the sense in which that
term was used fifty years ago. We now have a combination Qf an old

peoples hoine and a hoepita1, largely for incurables.
We therefore feel that the City should provide EiEl well for

its almoners as private charity does in the Hoine for the Aged and

that the new building should be treated as an adjunct of the Mimicipal

Hospital for chronic, and convalescent cases'. Tq that end we hope

that the new building will be placed in cheerful and pleasant sur-
e
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. roundings and we especially recomeiA the high ground owned by the
,

City overleoking Fresh Pond, '
.N
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1.,L Office of the Mayor

City Hall — Cambridge

February 12, 192A.,

?he Honorat)le
, the City Council:

I transmit he rewi th cominunica-

tiom"from the Board of Public Fielfare
;.

concerning the proposed erection of a

new and modern city horriC for the City

of Carr,bridgc .
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,AM,, ,.,ACK,ON,,HA,.MAN.
B OSTON ELEVATED RAILWAY

WINTHROP COFFIN
OFFICES OFTHESTANLEYR.MILLER

'""^" °"^"' PUBLIC TRUSTEES
SAMUEL L-POWERS ,

Park Square Building
t Boston April 25, 1924,

r ·

Hon, £dward W, Quinn,
Mayor, City of Cambridge, '

City Hall, Cambridge. Mass,

Dear Mr, Mayor:

' With reference to the proposed sale of the Cambridge
n" ' ' -'
:".'

Poor House property I reported to the Board of %mstees the
. " r

:'1 substance of the recent conference at your office between
j!'

the members of the Cambridge Board of Public Welfare, a
·C"

Conunittee of the Gity Council and ourselves,

The Board determined that they would authorize the

execution of a contract to purchase the property c ontctining

? about 1, 002,000 square feet for the sum of S160,000, the

particular contract to 'be submitted to them for authorization
\

before being executed, to contain in addition to customary

.

' terms as to title, etc., provisions that it should not be

¥1
effective unless the zoning ordinances of the city are

,, .

<2,:;,, modified sc) as to permit the use of the prooerty for the
..,N

purposes desired and the street railway track locations7 '": ' ·

t¥ · .' '3 '

desired in order to give access to the property are granted,

and also that the other property desired in order' to give a

fr ontage upon and c onnect ion with Massachus etts Avenue can

be acquired at a price they deem reasonable.

I might say that we have obtained a three months

option on this other property so that the course is clear



Hon, Edward W, Quinn, (2)
0117

d'

"for completing the transaction if the proper officials
of the city desire to do so.

Very truly yours,

a^^A=~General Manager.

/



Office of the Mayor
City Hall — Cambridge

r,rcay 23, 1924,

\
The Honorable , the City Council:

After conference between of-
ficials of the City and of thc Boston
E'levated Railweiy, I have received com-
munication from the latter which I in-
close herewi th in which they submit an
offer oi° $160,000 for the purchase of
1,002,000 3quare feet belonging to Ute
city, known as the Cambridge City Home.

Respectfully yours ,
0

r =a±C— '

r
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(1litij of QlattibriDµ
K::" J hi Ci/y Council

September 16,1924 .2-

7

: The Committe on Public Property and Public Institutions to which was
%

' referred two coµnunications from His Honor .the biayor; (I) a ccmmmlcation
W

from the Bo8ton Elevated Railway Company making an offer of $160,000 for
1 t.he property of the City on Tannery Street on 'which is located the

..

-
A

City Home; (2) el uomniunication from the Overseers of tbe Public Welfare

recommending that the city erect a ,new and modern City Home at such place
% &r

on city lands as may be 8elected therefor

a' REPORTS
W. ..

t TMt a number of conferences and public hear-

i-" ings have been held on these, matters with opinions freely and fully express-
,, t
'i

ed, They have been attended by the Mayor, member3 of the Conm: it'tee, Overseers,
?

and officials of the Boston Elevg.ted Railway Company. At the public
:

hearing widely dif ferent opinions
,
were expressed as to the advisability of ..-

disposing of it to t.he Boston Elevated Rdilway Company at any price. The

Cominlt.tee has since held several meetingq at which the matter has been

throu€hly discussed and are of the opinion that the City Hoine should not
±N be SOIL until a new site ha8 been secured mcj recomr,ends tlmt the '

" pet.itioneres be given leave to withdraw.
i'

: On the conmmication relative to the erection o£ a new home '/ou1"
'

Committee feels that a conference should be arranged by the Board of Over4
~

seers of the Public Welfare with the Water Board and His Honor

the Mayor to. determine whether or not land now under the control of the Water

.

,
h



(1litg nf QlaiubriDgr
»2aw%5 v* Ik cm' C(//lhcil
a "

- 2 -

3':m'd at Fres9i Pond can be utilized as a Ute. No information as to the

attitude OE the Rater Board having been .received and no appropriation -
i'o:r building a new home having been offered by His Honor the Mayor

.." yojn" commjtte is reluctant to favor the sale of the City Home at axjy
. . ...

· ':,:mge .and,. it is therefore recommended that the communication be placed
",

on
El1c. "
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