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City Clerk > foas
City of Cambridgd*¥Eaiggy Hiss

795 Massachuseits Avenue = o
Cambridge, MA 02139

Dear Sir:

I have written a letter to City Manager
Robert Healy, and I wish to have copies
distributed to the members of City Council.
I enclose nine copies. Would you kindly
distribute them to the councillors.

Thank you very much.

8 yours
T et

V.Y Powell Woodward
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Mr. Robert Healy, Manager
City of Cambridge
City Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139
¢

Dear Mr. Healy: Re: 1564 Massachusetts Avenue

Since 1978 I have been an immediate neighbor to the historic Francis-
Allyn site, and, as you may know, I have been much involved in the
effort to save the building. I am writing-today to share my concerns
about what happens next, now that the house is gone.

I concur completely with the finding of the Historical Commission on
June 28. Also, I fully support the mandatory two-year moratorium on
construction at sites where a certificate of appropriateness has been
breached, as in this case.

My specific concerns are as follows:

¢ That the penalty be resolutely enforced. This is doubly important
given the reprehensible record of the owner, Stephen Bell, and the
developer, Conal Doyle, in managing this property and responding
to neighborhood concerns.

e That during the two-year moratorium the property be managed so as
to be a neighborhood asset. This means that it be cleared of rub-
ble, graded smooth, planted in grass and mown and maintained to
present a clean park-like appearance. Uses for parking should be
explicitly banned.

o That the neighbors be assured without doubt that any future con-
struction after the two-year moratorium must conform to the same
limitations (height, style, etc.) that applied when the building
was there. We are fearful that the bottom line to all of this
might still be another high-rise condo.

¢ That the density and height of building approved in the earlier
certificate of appropriateness be thoroughly reviewed for their
impact on the neighborhood, particularly as regards the proposed
Follen Street townhouses.

e That mandated construction of rental units to replace the five
such units destroyed by Messrs. Bell and Doyle be seriously con-
sidered if any building is ultimately to occur. , -

o That all neighbors, including tenants as well as owners, be in-
formed of all developments regarding the property and be involved
in decisions about its future.



e That the city press all relevant officials and agencies, including
the state fire marshal, to give special priority to the ongoing
investigation of the two 1982 fires at the house, to issue an in-
terim report which includes the names of any putative suspects
who have been cleared, and to issue another report of progress
no later than the end of the moratorium period.

I realize that this is an extraordinarily complex case with many interests
involved. Because of the attention it has received, its treatment will
constitute an important message to developers, owners, neighbors and citi-
zens. Fortunately, I believe, the right message can be got to all of
those constituencies by the combination of actions that I have outlined
above. I respectfully request that you and the members of City Council
undertake them vigorously and with dispatc y

cc: City Council V. Powell Woodward
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Mr. Robert Healy, Manager

City of Cambridge

City Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139

Dear Mr. Healy: _ Re: 1564 Massachusetts Avenue

Since 1978 I have been an immediate neighbor to the historic Francis-
Allyn site, and, as you may know, I have been much involved in the
effort to save the building. I am writing today to share my concerns
about what happens next, now that the house is gone.

I concur completely with the finding of the Historical Commission on

June 28. Also, I fully support the mandatory two-year moratorium on
construction at sites where a certificate of appropriateness has been
breached, as in this case.

My specific concerns are as follows:

¢ That the penalty be resolutely enforced. This is doubly important
given the reprehensible record of the owner, Stephen Bell, and the
developer, Conal Doyle, in managing this property and responding
to neighborhood concerns.

¢ That during the two-year moratorium the property be managed so as
to be a neighborhood asset. This means that it be cleared of rub-
ble, graded smooth, planted in grass and mown and maintained to
present a clean park-like appearance. Uses for parking should be
explicitly banned.

e That the neighbors be assured without doubt that any future con-
struction after the two-year moratorium must conform to the same
limitations (height, style, etc.) that applied when the building
was there. We are fearful that the bottom line to all of this
might still be another high-rise condo.

e That the density and height of building approved in the earlier
certificate of appropriateness be thoroughly reviewed for their
impact on the neighborhood, particularly as regards the .proposed
Follen Street townhouses.

¢ That mandated construction of rental units to replace the five
such units destroyed by Messrs. Bell and Doyle be seriously con-
sidered if any building is ultimately to occur.

o That all neighbors, including tenants as well as owners, be in-
formed of all developments regarding the property and be involved
in decisions about its future.



e That the city press all relevant officials and agencies, including
the state fire marshal, to give special priority to the ongoing
investigation of the two 1982 fires at the house, to issue an in-
terim report which includes the names of any putative suspects
who have been cleared, and to issue another report of progress
no later than the end of the moratorium period.

[ realize that this is an extraordinarily complex case with many interests
involved. Because of the attention it has received, its treatment will
constitute an important message to developers, owners, neighbors and citi-
zens. Fortunately, I believe, the right message can be got to all of
those constituencies by the combination of actions that I have outlined
above. I respectfully request that you and the members of City Council
undertake them vigorously and with dispatch

/
7
/

cc: City Council V. Powell Woodward



V. POWELL W( ODWARD

1558 Massachusettﬂﬁ; &; ?"pr'“? 34
Cambridge, Massachusét ﬂﬁﬁlaﬁfmf

(617) QQM)J;?‘J 41 ﬁ&'i‘ ,

Camanrg LA 11384

Mr. Robert Healy, Manager

City of Cambridge

City Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139

Dear Mr. Healy: Re: 1564 Massachusetts Avenue

Since 1978 I have been an immediate neighbor to the historic Francis-
Allyn site, and, as you may know, I have been much involved in the
effort to save the building. I am writing today to share my concerns
about what happens next, now that the house is gone.

I concur completely with the finding of the Historical Commission on
June 28. Also, I fully support the mandatory two-year moratorium on
construction at sites where a certificate of appropriateness has been
breached, as in this case.

My specific concerns are as follows:

¢ That the penalty be resolutely enforced. ThlS is doubly important
given the reprehensible record of the owner, Stephen Bell, and the
developer, Conal Doyle, in managing this property and respondlng
to neighborhood concerns.

e That during the two-year moratorium the property be managed so as
to be a neighborhood asset. This means that it be cleared of rub-
ble, graded smooth, planted in grass and mown and maintained to
present a clean park-like appearance. Uses for parking should be
explicitly banned.

e That the neighbors be assured without doubt that any future con-
struction after the two-year moratorium must conform to the same
[limitations (height, style, etc.) that applied when the building
was there. We are fearful that the bottom line to all of this
might still be another high-rise condo.

¢ That the density and height of building approved in the earlier
certificate of appropriateness be thoroughly reviewed for their
impact on the neighborhood, particularly as regards the proposed
Follen Street townhouses.

¢ That mandated construction of rental units to replace the five
such units destroyed by Messrs. Bell and Doyle be seriously con-
sidered if any bu11d1ng is ultimately to occur.

¢ That all neighbors, including tenants as well as owners, be in-
formed of all developments regarding the property and be involved
in decisions about its future.



‘¢ That the city press all relevant officials and agencies, including
the state fire marshal, to give special priority to the ongoing
investigation of the two 1982 fires at the house, to issue an in-
terim report which includes the names of any putative suspects

~ who have been cleared, and to issue another report of progress
no later than the end of the moratorium period.

I realize that this is an extraordinarily complex case with many interests
involved. Because of the attention it has received, its treatment will
constitute an important message to developers, owners, neighbors and citi-
zens. Fortunately, I believe, the right message can be got to all of
those constituencies by the combination of actions that I have outlined
above. I respectfully request that you and the members of City Council
undertake them vigorously and with dispatc p

;
a
/
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cc: City Council V. Powell Woodward
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Mr. Robert Healy, Manager
City of Cambridge

City Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139

Dear Mr. Healy: Re: 1564 Massachusetts Avenue

Since 1978 I have been an immediate neighbor to the historic Francis-
Allyn site, and, as you may know, I have been much involved in the
effort to save the building. I am writing today to share my concerns
about what happens next, now that the house is gone. .

[ concur completely with the finding of the Historical Commission on
June 28. Also, I fully support the mandatory two-year moratorium on
construction at sites where a certificate of appropriateness has been
breached, as in this case.

My specific concerns are as follows:

¢ That the penalty be resolutely enforced. This is doubly important
given the réprehensible record of the owner, Stephen Bell, and the
developer, Conal Doyle, in managing this property and respondlng
to neighborhood concerns.

® That during the two-year moratorium the property be managed so as
to be a neighborhood asset. This means that it be cleared of rub-
ble, graded smooth, planted in grass and mown and maintained to
present a clean park-like appearance. Uses for parking should be
explicitly banned.

o That the neighbors be assured without doubt that any future con-
struction after the two-year moratorium must conform to the same
limitations (height, style, etc.) that applied when the building
was there. We are fearful that the bottom line to all of thls
might still be another high-rise condo.

¢ That the density and height of building approved in the earlier
certificate of appropriateness be thoroughly reviewed for their
impact on the neighborhood, particularly as regards the proposed
Follen Street townhouses.

e That mandated construction of rental units to replace the five
such units destroyed by Messrs. Bell and Doyle be seriously con-
sidered if any building is ultimately to occur.

o That all neighbors, including tenants as well as owners, be in-
formed of all developments regarding the property and be involved
in decisions about its future.
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e That the city press all relevant officials and agencies, including
the state fire marshal, to give special priority to the ongoing
investigation of the two 1982 fires at the house, to issue an in-
terim report which includes the names of any putative suspects

who have been cleared, and to issue another’ report of progress
no later than the end of the moratorium period.

I realize that this is an extraordinarily complex case with many interests
involved. Because of the attention it has received, its treatment will
constitute an important message to developers, owners, neighbors and citi-
zens. Fortunately, I believe, the right message can be got to all of
those constituencies by the combination of actions that I have outlined
above. I respectfully request that you and the members of City Council

undertake them vigorously and with dispatci %
/ M// HOM

cc: City Council V. Powell Woodward
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Comm. from V. Powell Woodward, expressing
his concerns regarding the future uses of
the site of the historic Francis Allyn
house located at 1564 Mass. Avenue.

In City Council,

August 15, 1984
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