September 26, 1983

anbed dge City Council

s Hall ELMi
Massachusetis Overue
Camby-idge, Massachusetts 02139

M. Faul H&aly; Clerk §ﬁ’{ﬁ J ‘@fw %3.

Hornorable Councillors:

The Cambridge Electric Light Company (CELCO) has proposed
constructing a substation at Putrmam and Western édvenues and laving
urclerground cable berneath Memorial Drive to connect its
distribution system tﬁ fh@ proposed substation.  As President of
the Cambeidoe Civico & chation, a nonepartisan citizens’
rganization repre fﬂtlﬁg over 1,500 Cambridge residents, 1
strongly oppose this proposal.

the site of the substation is presently occcoupied by over
woundte of rental housing for soderate-income tenants.
L0 propeses to demolish this housing without providing any
replacement housing. There are tremendous pressures on
Camprridge’s limited supply of hun ing. particuwlarly for
mudwstiw-pxavnd rental housing. city attracts a brosd spectrum
nle e rEw dmml grants, QFGT&Mﬁimﬁ&lﬁy arademics, voung

A aTu] p&mm!a.whmﬁ@ families have lived in the city for many
vears, and students.  Fuarthersore, Cambridoes is perhaps the most
clemsely ﬁmﬁulat@d city in the uommamwuﬂ]lhq a0 that there are few
cpportunities to bwild new housing.  Theretore, the loss of even
fittesn housing units is more than owr residents can afford.
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seonid, CELCO s prog al to lay cable wnder Memorial Drive would
seriouwsly endanger the trees which line the Drive. Cambridge’s
density means t cfren smpace and recrestional aress are extremely
valuable. The grassy ares bebtween Memorial Drive and the Charles
River, shaded by the bordering trees, is the leargest single piece
of open space avallable to cwr citizens. EBEndangering the trees
which form an integral part of this space is & risk we should not
tabe
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I therefore wge vow to reject CELCO s proposal as it now stands.

Hinoerely,

?ﬂﬁﬂf’

Frederick .

gy

Fresident, meUVndqw Civic fAssociation
G459 Mases stbs Avernue
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139
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Comm.  from Frederick R. Levy, Pres., Cam—-
bridge Civic Association in oppositionzg the
construction of a substation at Putnam Ave.

& Western Ave., as proposed by the Cambridge
Electric Light Co. ‘

In City Council,

October 3, 1ﬁ/y/}
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