Mayor Walter Sullivan
City of Cambridge
City Hall

Cambridge, Ma. 02139

ATTN: Mr. David F. Noonan, Executive Assistant
Dear Mayor Sullivan:

We need your help.

Well over a hundred local residents have been repeatedly
disturbed by the excessive noise from an office construction project
at 871 Massachsuetts Avenue. The project is surrounded by residential
units. At least twenty of these residential units have windows that
are less than ten feet away from the construction.

The developer's construction crew is working on Saturdays,
waking our families up at 7am to the sound of loud banging.
Throughout the winter, the developer operated compressors and other
noise-making machinery throughout the night, disturbing the sleep of
residents. One occasion, huge backhoes with motors running unloaded
larger equipment at 4:45 am. with enough noise to wake everyone. Last
fall and summer, loud construction noisés on Saturdays and weekday
evenings disturbed our right to peace and quiet. Only last Saturday
morning, the developer had jackhammers blasting away at concrete at
seven in the morning. '

Despite numerous calls to the Cambridge Police Department during
the past six months, the Police, although sympathetic, have been
unable to enforce the law to protect residents' right to quiet and
peace. Police Officers contacted to date include Officers: Korecki,
Benson and Burns. Two duty offices said that the developer has a
permit to make construction noise from 7am to 1lpm, 6 days a week!

We ask you to limit construction to reasonable working hours:
Monday through Friday only from 7am to 3pm. Our children should be
able to come home from school and play safely in our yards and
sidewalks. We should be able to come home from work to reasonable
peace and quiet. ,

We thank you for your concern and ask for your help.

Cordially, for area residents,

Cora Beth Abel,
12 Iee Street
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IN CITY COUNCIL

MAYOR WALTER J. SULLIVAN  MAY 5, 1986

ORDERED:

‘That the City Manager direct the Chief of Police

and the Commissioner of Inspectional Services to -
examine the specifics of the complaint brought
to the attention of this Council by Cora Beth
Abel, 12 Lee Street, Cambridge (copy of letter
attached hereto) relative to work hours
presently utilized in the construction of an
office building at 871 Massachusetts Avenue,
Cambridge, and excessive noise associated
therewith. Additionally, the report of said
findings and suggested response thereto shall
be communicated to this City Council via the
City Manager with all due haste, onor before
May 19, 1986.

In City Council May 5 1986.
‘Adopted by the affirmative:vote:zof 9 ‘members.
Attest:- Joseph E. Connarton, Acting City Clerk,

A true copy; 41,._9,4 2. G.NO_I'—K“

ATTEST :-
Joseph E. Connarton, Acting City Clerk.
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Mayor W. Sullivan order re: . City Mamager to
direct the Police Chief & Commr. of Inspec-
tional Services to examine the specifics of
a complaint by Cora Beth Abel (copy within)
Re: work hours utilized in the construction
of an office building at 871 Mass. Ave. &
excessive noise at the site.

In City Council,
May 5, 1986
5
me 'l/
ﬁ./
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