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IN CITY COUNCIL
October 1, 1990

COUNCILLOR WALSH

WHEREAS :

ORDERED:

ORDERED:

In Section 9 of Senate Bill Number 1580, April, 1990 (An Act
Regulating Condominium Conversion and other Removals of
Controlled Rental Units in the City of Cambridge), copy
attached, the City of Cambridge was mandated, among other
things, ". . . to examine and consider these issues and any
other issues it deems relevant to the administration and
enforcement of rent control, particularly as relates to the
availability of decent and affordable housing for low and
moderate income tenants and the problems experienced by so-
called small property owners of rent controlled property who
owner-occupy their property and are not actively engaged in
the business of owning and renting property; and shall make
findings of fact and prepare recommendations, based upon the
findings, and transmit both the findings and the
recommendations to the Joint Committee on Local Affairs, not
later than July 1, 1991; now therefore be it

That the City Manager forward to the Joint Committee on Local
Affairs of the Massachusetts Legislature an interim status
report of progress on these matters up to the present date,
and invite the membership of the Joint Committee on Local
Affairs to attend a regularly scheduled Thursday evening
meeting of the City Council’s Rent Control Committee as soon
as possible; and be it further

That the City Manager report back to this City Council within
two weeks to confirm that both elements of this Order have
been executed by providing the entire City Council a copy of
the interim status report and the response of the Joint
Committee to the extended invitation.

In City Council October 1, 1990.

Failed of adoption by a yea and nay vote:-
Yeas 3; Nays 6; Absent 0.

Attest:- Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.

A true copy; qo t . "ﬂdﬂ‘v h
ATTEST:- 4 'ij

Joseph E. Connarton
City Clerk
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1690] * SENATE — No. 1580 5

provided that any family secking to avail itself of this cxcmpti9n
swears by affidavit, under oath, that-it owns or has a bcncﬁcx'al :
interest in only one building containing rent controlled uni.ts in
the City of Cambridge. ’ : )

For the purposes of this section, “owner of record” shall mean .
any owner named on the deed recorded at the Middlesex Registry
of Deeds for the building for which this exemption is sought
provided that the owner of record is an individual and not a
corporate, trust or other business entity. This exemption shall not
be available to corporations, trusts or other business entities.

For the purposes of this section, “family™ shall ‘mean an
individual, 'an individual's spouse, parents, children, brother,
sister, grandchildren, great grandchildren, father-in-law, mother-
in-law, brother-in-law, sister-in-law, son-in-law or daughter-in-
law. .

For the purposes of this section, “continuous occupancy™ shall
mean the continuous physical residence by the owner of record
or a family member of the owner of record of the building from
on and after January 1, 1970 until January 1, 1990. The exemption
shall not apply to 2ny building that was not occupicd by an owner
of record or a family member of the owner of record for a period
of more than twelve months, in the aggregate, between January 1,
1970 and January I, 1990; and, in no event, shall the exemption
apply to any building that remained unoccupied by an owner of
record or a family member for any period of time where a tenant
broke the chain of continued occupancy by the owner of record
or a family membe:. o ’ '

SECTION 9. The City of Cambridge, in consultation with
organizations representing owners of rent controlled properties
in Cambridge, rent controlled tenants and other interested parties,
shall examine and consider the following rent control issues,
particularly as they afizct so-called small owners of rent controlled
properties in Cambridge: (1) whether the capital improvement
rent adjustment procedure, set forth in regulation 75 of the
Cambridge Rent Board, operates fairly; (2) whether the fair basc
rent formula, set forth in regulation 75-02 of the Cambridge Rent
Board, should be updated to provide for new minimum rents; (3)
whether, under what circumsgah&cs and to what degree, owners
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'SENATE — No. 1580 [April 1990]

of rent controlled properties should be allowed to pass along

increases in property taxes, water and sewer fees and pass along’
increases in property insurance costs to tenants; (4) whether the

allowable management fee for owner-occupicrs of rent controlled

properties should be increased; (5) whether prospective employees

and hzaring officers of the Cambridge Rent Control Board should

be prohibited from owning or leasing rent controlied property in
the City of Cambridge. The City of Cambridge shall examine and
consider these issues and any other issues it deems relevant to the
administration and enforcement of rent control, particularly as
relates to the availability of decent and affordable housing for low
and moderate income tenants and the problems experienced by
so-called small property owners of rent controlled property who
owncr-occupy their property and are not actively engaged in the
business of owning and renting property; and shall make findings
of fact and prepare recommendations, based upon the findings,
and transmit both the findings and the recommendations to the
Joint Committes On Local Affairs, not later than July I, 1991.

SECTION 10. If any section or any provision of any section
of this act or the application of such section or any such provision
of any such section to any person or circumstance shall be held
invalid, the validity of the.remainder of the act and the
applicability of such section or such provision of such section to
other persons or .circumstances shall not be affected thercby;
provided also that nothing herein shall be coastrued to limit the
authority of the city and the rent control board to regulate removal

~of controlled rental units as previously judicially determined.

SECTION I1. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

This Document Hag Been Frinted On 100% Recycled Peper.
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IN CITY COUNCIL

Councillor Walsh October 1, 1990

WHEREAS: _-n Section 9 of Senate Bill No. 1580, April, 1990
‘An Act Regulating Condominium Conversion and other
Removals of Controlled Rental Units in the City of
Cambridge) (copy attached), the City of Cambridge was
mandated, among other things, "...to examine and
consider these issues and any other issues it deems
relevant to the administration and enforcement of
rent control, particularly as relates to the avail-
ability of decent and affordable housing for low and
moderate income tenants and the problems experienced
by so-called small property owners of rent controlled
property who owner-occupy their property and are not
actively engaged in the business of owning and renting
property; and shall make findings of fact and prepare
recommendations, based upon the findings , and transmit
both the findings and the recommendations to the Joint
Committee On Local Affairs, not later than July 1, 850°;
now therefore be it ' 195/

- ORDERED: ~hat the City Manager forward to the Joint Committee on
Local Affairs of the Massachusetts Legislature an interim
status report of progress on these matters up to the
present date, and invite the membership of the Joint
Committee on Local Affairs to attend a regularly scheduled
Thursday evening meeting of the City Council's Rent Control
Committee as soon as possible; and be it further

ORDERED: That the City Manager report back to this Council within
two weeks to confirm that both elements of this Order have
been executed by providing the entire Council a copy of the
interim status report and .the response of the Joint Committee
to the extended invitation.

(ATTACHMENT)
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IN CITY COUNCIL
October 1, 1990

COUNCILLOR WALSH

WHEREAS :

ORDERED:

ORDERED:

In Section 9 of Senate Bill Number 1580, April, 1990 (An Act
Regulating Condominium Conversion and other Removals of
Controlled Rental Units in the City of Cambridge), copy
attached, the City of Cambridge was mandated, among other
things, ". . . to examine and consider these issues and any
other issues it deems relevant to the administration and
enforcement of rent control, particularly as relates to the
availability of decent and affordable housing for low and
moderate income tenants and the problems experienced by so-
called small property owners of rent controlled property who
owner-occupy their property and are not actively engaged in
the business of owning and renting property; and shall make
findings of fact and prepare recommendations, based upon the
findings, and transmit both the findings and the
recommendations to the Joint Committee on Local Affairs, not
later than July 1, 1991; now therefore be it

That the City Manager forward to the Joint Committee on Local
Affairs of the Massachusetts Legislature an interim status
report of progress on these matters up to the present date,
and invite the membership of the Joint Committee on Local
Affairs to attend a regularly scheduled Thursday evening
meeting of the City Council’s Rent Control Committee as soon
as possible; and be it further

That the City Manager report back to this City Council within
two weeks to confirm that both elements of this Order have
been executed by providing the entire City Council a copy of
the interim status report and the response of the Joint
Committee to the extended invitation.
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1990] - SENATE — No. 1580 s

provided that any family secking to avail itself of this cxemption
swears by affidavit, under oath, that-it owns or has a beneficial -
interest in only one building containing rent controlled units in
the City of Cambridge. - : )

For the purposes of this section, “owner of record” shall mean
any owner named on the deed recorded at the Middlesex Registry
of Deeds for the building for which this exemption is sought
provided that the owner of record is an individual and not a
corporate, trust or other business entity. This exemption shall not
be available to corporations, trusts or other business entities.

For the purposes of this section, “family” shall mean an
individual, an individual's spouse, parents, children, brother,
sister, grandchildren, great grandchildren, father-in-law, mother-
in-law, brother-in-law, sister-in-law, son-in-law or daughter-in-
law. T

For the purposes of this section, “continuous occupancy” shall
mean the continuous physical residence by the owner of record
or a family member of the owner of record of the building from
on and after January 1, 1970 until January 1, 1990. The exemption
shall not apply to any building that was not occupied by an owner

" of record or a family member of the owner of record for a period

of more than twelve months, in the aggregate, between January 1,
1970 and January 1, 1990; and, in no event, shall the exemption
apply to any building that remained unoccupied by an owner of
record or a family member for any period of time where a tenant
broke the chain of continued occupancy by the owner of record
or a family member. o ’ '

SECTION 9. The City of Cambridge, in consultation with
organizations representing owners of rent controlled properties
in Cambridge, rent controlled tenants and other interested parties,
shall examine and consider the following rent control issues,
particularly as they affect so-called small owners of rent controlled
properties in Cambridge: (1) whether the capital improvement
rent adjustment procedure, set forth in regulation 75 of the
Cambridge Rent Board, operates fairly; (2) whether the fair base
rent formula, set forth in regulation 75-02 of the Cambridge Rent
Board, should be updated to provide for new minimum rents; (3)
whether, under what circumstances and to what degree, owners
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'SENATE — No. 1580 [April 1990]

of rent controlled properties should be allowed to pass along
increases in property taxes, water and sewer fees and pass along’
increases in property insurance costs to tenants; (4) whether the
allowable management fee for owner-occupiers of rent controlled
properties should be increased; (5) whether prospective employees
and hearing officers of the Cambridge Rent Control Board should
be prohibited from owning or leasing rent controlled property in
the City of Cambridge. The City of Cambridge shall examine and
consider these issues and any other issues it deems relevant to the

! administration and enforcement of rent control, particularly as

relates to the availability of decent and affordable housing for low
and moderate income tenants and the problems experienced by
so-czlled small property owners of rent controlled property who
owner-occupy their property and are not actively engaged in the
business of owning and renting property; and shall make findings
of fact and prepare recommendations, based upon the findings,
and transmit both the findings and the recommendations to the
Joint Committee On Local Affairs, not later than July 1, 1991.

SECTION 10. If any section or any provision of any section
of this act or the application of such section or any such provision
of any such section to any person or circumstance shall be held
invalid, the validity of the.remainder of the act and the
applicability of such section or such provision of such section to
other persons or circumstances shall not be affected thereby;
provided also that nothing herein shall be construed to limit the
authority of the city and the rent control board to regulate removal

~of controlled rental units as previously judicially determined.

SECTION I1. This act shall take effect upon its paséagc.

This Document Has Been Printed On 100% Recycled Peper.
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Order # 6 F'/
Councillor Walsh re: Senate Bill #1580.

In City Council,
Oct. 1, 1990
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