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Eli Stickgold, 12, handing a flier to Serg Mathieu on a Red Line train headed to Boston from Central
Square, Stickgold and other students were protesting last month's
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altack on a Boston high school student,

Spurred by subway attack,
students rally against hate

By Kirsten Andelman
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

CAMBRIDGE - At a brick kiosk
in Central Square, near a spot where
social activists used to rage against
perceived injustices, about 40 mid-
dle-school students yesterday de-
manded an end to what they said
was the hatred that led to an attack

on a Boston high school student at a .

subway stop last month,

“Say no to hate! Say no to hate!”
they chanted as they boarded a Red
Line car bound for Park Street sta-
tion in Boston, stopping to hand out
leaflets and gather signatures on a
petition condemning the attack.

The protest by seventh- and
eighth-graders from the city’s Gra-
ham and Parks School was aimed at
the Jan. 28 assault on a Boston High
School student at the New England
Medical Center subway stop, who
had been seen holding hands with
another girl at school.

Officials are investigating wheth-
er antigay sentiments were involved.
It was later reported that the vietim
was from Morocco and grew up in a
culture where hand-holding among
schoolgirls is customary. Three stu-
dents have been charged in the at-
tack. :
After reading about the attack in
a humanities course, part of a section

After reading about
the attack last month
against a Boston high
school student who
was seen holding
hands with another
girl, seventh- and
eighth-graders from
the Graham and
Parks School in
Cambridge began
organizing the Ride
Against Hate.

called Justice and Dissent, students
began organizing the Ride Against
Hate. They spent the last week
printing leaflets, writing press re-
leases, contacting public safety offi-
cials and politicians and painting
signs with slogans like “No More
Bystanders” and “If I Was Gay
Would You Come and Beat Me?”
“We learned how in the Holo-
caust people didn’t do anything, that
they said they didn’t know what was
going on,” said seventh-grader Rosa

Gilmore as she rode toward Kendall
Square. “Well, we see what's going
on and we want to do something.”

The protesters had been study- |
ing the Holocaust and hate crimes in
the United States, and a new class
has been scheduled on the Civil
Rights movement.

“We had read a lot of articles
about hate crimes, and we were sort
of ticked off,” said seventh-grader
George Krebbs, who said he missed
a lot of recesses to write press re-
leases and fine-tune the speech he
read in Central Square and again
outside of the Park Street subway
station.

Seventh-grader Sam Francois,
who organized the protest, said the
lesson from the Holocaust is that in-
dividuals must stand up to protect
others in their community, and that |
silence is the voice of complicity. .

“I think if you let the little stuff
go by, then you let the big stuff go
by,” he said as he passed out leaflets
to subway riders.

Also at the rally was Representa-
tive Jarrett Barrios, a Cambridge
Democrat.

“It's an extraordinary realization
for seventh and eighth-graders to
see that anti-Semitism in the 30s is
at bottom like homophobia in the
new millennium,” Barrios said.




STUDENTS AGAINST VIOLENCE
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Students (from left) Sherline Morgan, Nina Ward, and Zoe
French held hands and sang yesterday at a Red Line
platform. A group of 40 students rallied to protest an attack
on a Boston student last month. B3,
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Staff photo by Kats Flock
Students from the Graham and Parks School demonstrate at the Park Street Station against hate crimes. The
rally, which started at Central Square, was organized after a young girl was assaulted on the T in Boston by
teens because they thought she was gay.

Graham and
Parks students
protest hate
crimeonT
BY LEIGH HORNBECK
Chronlcle Staff

¥ am Fran<;01s had.only one

‘group of teens ‘on a.‘Massachusetts

Bay Transportation Authority. train
after they saw her. holdmg hands

“It came 'off the top of my head,
I said ‘We should go down and ride
the train,” Francois recalled.

Last week, he and a dozen of his
classmates from. the Graham and
Parks school took to the subways
carrying signs that read: “Take A
Stand, Hold A Hand,” and “Are
you gonna beat me up because I am
different from you?” ..

The group rallied in Central
Square last Thursday, giving
speeches while standing between
two columns that are part of “Mul-
ticultural Manifesto.” The monu-
ment was crcated by a Central
Square artist who polled residents,

“asking them to write down their

wishes and dreams. Many wished
PROTEST, page 9
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fo- peace; the word “dream™ ap-
pears in 46 languages engraved on
¢lass panels of the monument’s
three cylinders.

The students urged passers-by to
sign petitions signaling their out-
rage over the girl’s beating, and de-
claring to the city of Cambridge
that they would not be silent by-
stenders of hate crimes. After the
rally, they boarded the Red Line
and carried their message to Park
Steeet.

The attack. which has been clas-
sified as a hate crime by Boston po-
licz, happened when a group of six
students boarded an Orange Line
trein in Boston and saw the girl,
wh.o was alone at the time. Boston
police sources reportedly said the
allzged attackers had seen the 16-
year-old holding hands with other
girls at school. The victim, who is
Mboroccan. comes {rom a culture
wtere handholding between school
gitls is both common and accepted,
according to published reports.

The attackers, most of them fe-
mile juveniies. tore at the victim's
clcthing, molested and taunted her.
accusing her of being a lesbian.

Susan McCray, a teacher at the
Graham and Parks School, said her
students were stunned and deeply
moved when they read the news ar-
ticles she gave them in class. After
a homework assignment to write
an1 reflect on the event, the stu-
deats discussed it in small groups.
The news of the attack came during
the time the class was studying the
Hclocaust.

[t was in a unguided discussion

Wednesday,

onthe T

that Frangois spoke up. and his
classmates soon followed with sim-
ilar enthusiastic suggestions.

The students were joined on the
“Ride Against Hate” by Rep. Jar-
rett Barrios (D-Cambridge ). School
Committee member Alice Turkel.
teachers and parents.

“We stand here in support of the
girl and against hate crimes across
the natioh.” said seventh-grader

“If a crime like this
can happen, we have
to stand up. In the
Holocaust lots of little
crimes were
committed and no one
stood up.”

Laura Blum-Smith, student

George Krebbs. addressing the
crowd.
In his speech. Francais used the
|4 H
quote engraved on the Holocaust

‘Memorial in Boston: ~In Germany

they first came for the Commu-
nists. and [ didn’t speak up because
[ 'wasn't a Communist. Then they
came for the Jews. and [ didn’t
speak up because [ wasn't a Jew.
Then they came for the trade
unionists and I didn’t speak up be-
cause I wasn’t a trade unionist.
Then they came for the Catholics
and [ didn’t speak up because I was
a Protestant. Then they came for
ine, and by that time no was left to
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A ride against hate
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speak up.”

The students got off the train at
each stop along the way to Park
Street. approaching other passen-
gers and people waiting for the
train.

When they arrived at Boston
Common, the students 2ave their
speeches again. and then joined
hands and sang “Amazing Grace.”

“If a crime like this can happen.
we have to stand up.” said seventh-
grader Laura Blum-Smith. “In the
Holocaust, lots of little crimes were
committed and no one stood up.”

Blum-Smith said she was at the
rally for two reasons. She has two
cousins in mind who are lesbians,
and because she isn’t sure she
would be able to do anything if she
witnessed a similar artack.

“T'd like to say I would, but if
not. this is my way of making up
for it,” she said. '

When the Moroccan girl was at-
tacked, no one came to her aid until
one male attacker pulled a knife.
when a man stood up and barely
escaped being slashed when the
boy lunged at him. Published re-
ports aiso state that the girl was
beaten so badly she lost conscious-
ness brietly before escaping at one
of the stops.

Bonnie Zimmer. a Cambridge
parent and passenger on the T
Thursday, said she wished her
kindergarten-aged son was with her
to see the rally.

“A lot of people just felt passive
disgust about that beating,” Zim-
mer said. “It’s inspiring to see kids
expressing outrage over an event
that usually marginalizes kids. Ral-
lies like this are too rare.”




vy AND COMMUNITY VOICES

FEBRUARY 16, 2000

| Proud of Graham |

and Parks students

I’m writing to express my pro-
found gratitude to and pride in the
seventh- and eighth-grade students
from Graham and Parks who recent-
ly organized a “Say no to hate!”
demonstration in response to the at-
tack on a Boston high school stu-
dent. On Jan. 28, classmates of the
female student, after observing her
holding hands with another girl on
the subway, viciously attacked her
because they perceived her to be a
lesbian.

In the midst of the uproar about
the state of the Cambridge public
school system, from proposed merg-
ers to high school restructuring to
poor ratings by state auditors, it is re-
freshing to see that there actually is
some meaningful learning going on.
In the Boston Globe article
(“Spurred by subway attack, stu-
dents rally against hate,” Friday,
Feb. 11), the Graham and Parks stu-
dents eloquently and articulately ex-
plain their actions.

“We learned how in the Holocaust
people didn’t do anything, that they
said they didn’t know what was
going on,” said Rosa Gilmore.
“Well, we see what’s going on and
we want to do something.”

Out of the mouth of babes.

JOYCE KAUFFMAN
Reed Street




WE THE UNDERSIGNED PUBLIC CITIZENS UNITE
IN GETTING RID OF VIOLENCE AND HATE.

IN RECOGNITION of the atrocious attack of January 28,2000 by six high school-age
students upon a 16 year old female student of the same school, a girl of north
African origin; an attack which took place on a MBTA Orange Line train, and

which took place in reaction to her gesture of common hand-holding with a
female classmate:

WE ARE AGAINST violence and hate of ethnic minorities of any n'ationality',
WE ARE AGAINST violence against women and girls,
WE ARE AGAINST violence against gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgendered people,

WE ARE AGAINST any and all individual actions taken to make our public places
unsafe.

WE CALL ON our fellow citizens and travelers in public ways to be alert and to
respond together to public incidents:anc

WE CALL ON our municipal, state and national legislatures to proclaim their objection
to public violence;

WE CALL ON our public institutions to take continued action to counteract the national
climate of violence among young people.

SIGNED:
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WE THE UNDERSIGNED PUBLIC CITIZENS UNITE
IN GETTING RID OF VIOLENCE AND HATE.

IN'-RECOGNITION of the atrocious attack of January 28,2000 by six high school-age
students upon a 16 year old female student of the same school, a girl of north
African origin; an attack which took place on a MBTA Orange Line train, and
which took place in reaction to her gesture of common hand-holding with a
female classmate:

WE ARE AGAINST violence and hate of ethnic minorities of any nationality,
WE ARE AGAINST violence against women and girls,
WE ARE AGAINST violence against gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgendered people,

WE ARE AGAINST any and all individual actions taken to make our public places
unsafe.

WE CALL ON our fellow citizens and travelers in public ways to be alert and to
respond together to public incidents:and

WE CALL ON our municipal, state and national legislatures to proclaim their objection
to public violence;

WE CALL ON our public institutions to take continued action to counteract the national
climate of violence among young people.
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WE THE UNDERSIGNED PUBLIC CITIZENS UNITE
IN GETTING RID OF VIOLENCE AND HATE.

IN RECOGNITION of the atrocious attack of January 28,2000 by six high school-age
students upon a 16 year old female student of the same school, a girl of north
African origin; an attack which took place on a MBTA Orange Line train, and

- which took place in reaction to her gesture of common hand-holding with a
/ ~~ female classmate:

WE ARE AGAINST violence and hate of ethnic minorities of any nationality,
WE ARE AGAINST violence against women and girls,
WE ARE AGAINST violence against gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgendered people,

WE ARE AGAINST any and all individual actions taken to make our public places
unsafe.

WE CALL ON our fellow citizens and travelers in public ways to be alert and to
respond together to public incidents:and

WE CALL ON our municipal, state and national legislatures to proclaim their objection
to public violence;

WE CALL ON our public institutions to take continued action to counteraot the national
climate of violence among young people.
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WE THE UNDERSIGNED PUBLIC CITIZENS UNITE
IN GETTING RID OF VIOLENCE AND HATE.

IN RECOGNITION of the atrocious attack of January 28,2000 by six high school-age
students upon a 16 year old female student of the same school, a girl of north
African origin; an attack which took place on a MBTA Orange Line train, and

which took place in reaction to her gesture of common hand-holding with a
female classmate:

WE ARE AGAINST violence and hate of ethnic minorities of any nationality,
WE ARE AGAINST violence against women and girls,
WE ARE AGAINST violence against gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgendered people,

WE ARE AGAINST any and all individual actions taken to make our public places
unsafe.

WE CALL ON our fellow citizens and travelers in public ways to be alert and to
respond together to public incidents:and

WE CALL ON our municipal, state and national legislatures to proclaim their objection
to public violence; :

WE CALL ON our public institutions to take continued action to counteract the national
climate of violence among young people.
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WE THE UNDERSIGNED PUBLIC CITIZENS UNITE
IN GETTING RID OF VIOLENCE AND HATE.

IN RECOGNITION of the atrocious attack of January 28,2000 by six high school-age
students upon a 16 year old female student of the same school, a girl of north
African origin; an attack which took place on a MBTA Orange Line train, and

which took place in reaction to her gesture of common hand-holding with a
female classmate:

WE ARE AGAINST violence and hate of ethnic minorities of any nationality,
WE ARE AGAINST violence against women and girls,
WE ARE AGAINST violence against gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgendered people,

WE ARE AGAINST any and all individual actions taken to make our public places
unsafe.

WE CALL ON our fellow citizens and travelers in public ways to be alert and to
respond together to public incidents:and

WE CALL ON our municipal, state and national legislatures to proclaim their objection
to public violence;

WE CALL ON our public institutions to take continued action to counteract the national
climate of violence among young people. '
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WE THE UNDERSIGNED PUBLIC CITIZENS UNITE
IN GETTING RID OF VIOLENCE AND HATE.

IN RECOGNITION of the atrocious attack of January 28,2000 by six high school-age
students upon a 16 year old female student of the same school, a girl of north
African origin; an attack which took place on a MBTA Orange Line train, and

which took place in reaction to her gesture of common hand-holding with a
female classmate:

WE ARE AGAINST violence and hate of ethnic minorities of any nationality,
WE ARE AGAINST violence against women and girls,
WE ARE AGAINST violence against gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgendered people,

WE ARE AGAINST any and all individual actions taken to make our public places
unsafe.

WE CALL ON our fellow citizens and travelers in public ways to be alert and to
respond together to public incidents:and

WE CALL ON our municipal, state and national legislatures to proclaim their objection
to public violence;

WE CALL ON our public institutions to take continued action to counteract the national
climate of violence among young people.

SIGNED:
NAME (PRINT)

NAME (SIGNATURE)
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WE THE UNDERSIGNED PUBLIC CITIZENS UNITE
IN GETTING RID OF VIOLENCE AND HATE.

IN RECOGNITION of the atrocious attack of January 28,2000 by six high school-age
students upon a 16 year old female student of the same school, a girl of north
African origin; an attack which took place on a MBTA Orange Line train, and

which took place in reaction to her gesture of common hand-holding with a
female classmate:

WE ARE AGAINST violence and hate of ethnic minorities of ény nationality,
WE ARE AGAINST violence against women and girls,
WE ARE AGAINST violence against gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgendered people,

WE ARE AGAINST any and all individual actions taken to make our public places
unsafe.

WE CALL ON our fellow citizens and travelers in public ways to be alert and to
respond together to public incidents:and

WE CALL ON our municipal, state and national legislatures to proclaim their objection
to public violence;

WE CALL ON our public institutions to take continued action to counteract the national
climate of violence among young people.
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WE THE UNDERSIGNED PUBLIC CITIZENS UNITE
IN GETTING RID OF VIOLENCE AND HATE.

IN RECOGNITION of the atrocious attack of January 28,2000 by six high school-age
students upon a 16 year old female student of the same school, a girl of north
African origin; an attack which took place on a MBTA Orange Line train, and
which took place in reaction to her gesture of common hand-holding with a
female classmate:

WE ARE AGAINST violence and hate of ethnic minorities of any nationality,
WE ARE AGAINST violence against women and girls,
WE ARE AGAINST violence against gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgendered people,

WE ARE AGAINST any and all individual actions taken to make our public places
unsafe.

WE CALL ON our fellow citizens and travelers in public ways to be alert and to
respond together to public incidents:and

WE CALL ON our municipal, state and national legislatures to proclaim their objection
to public violence;

WE CALL ON our public institutions to take continued action to counteract the national
climate of violence among young people.
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WE THE UNDERSIGNED PUBLIC CITIZENS UNITE
IN GETTING RID OF VIOLENCE AND HATE.

IN RECOGNITION of the atrocious attack of January 28,2000 by six high school-age
students upon a 16 year old female student of the same school, a girl of north
African origin; an attack which took place on a MBTA Orange Line train, and
which took place in reaction to her gesture of common hand-holding with a
female classmate:

WE ARE AGAINST violence and hate of ethnic minorities of any nationality,
WE ARE AGAINST violence against women and girls,
WE ARE AGAINST violence against gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgendered people,

WE ARE AGAINST any and all individual actions taken to make our public places
unsafe.

WE CALL ON our fellow citizens and travelers in public ways to be alert and to
respond together to public incidents:and

WE CALL ON our municipal, state and national legislatures to proclaim their objection
to public violence;
WE CALL ON our public institutions to take continued action to counteract the national
climate of violence among young people.
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CITY COUNCIL OFFICE
795 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02139

February 18, 2000

Dear Council Members,

We are writing because we are upset and concerned about the attack that happened on the orange

line on January 28th, 2000. As you may have read in the Boston Globe, we held a “Ride Against
Hate” last week to get people’s attention and show our support for the Boston High student who

was beaten by six teenagers.

We held the rally and ride for two reasons. The first is that we read that the girl was beaten because
the other students thought she was gay. We have been studying the Holocaust in school and are
upsel Lo see hate crimes are still happening in the year 2000. We wanted to stand up against this
act of discrimination.

The other reason we held the “Ride Against Hate” was because during our Holocaust studies we
learned that there were many bystanders who claimed that they did not know what was happening,
people who did nothing to stop the violence against the Jews. We learned that the most important
thing a person can do to prevent something like the Holocaust from happening again is to take
action.

Enclosed please find a copy of our petition that was signed by us as well as people we spoke to
while we were doing our “Ride Against Hate” on the T. We have also included copies of articles
that were written about our rally in the Boston Globe and the Cambridge Chronicle.

We hope that you will take a stand against hate crimes and other violence in our society.
Sincerely,

The Middle School Students

Graham and Parks Middle School

15 Upton Street
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139
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Consent Communication #13

A communciation was received from

the Middle School Students, Graham

and Parks Middle School, transmitting
a signed petition and newspaper
articles relative to their "Ride
Against Hate" that the students
participated in on the Red Line against
hate crimes and other violence in our
society.
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In City Council March 6, 2000

PLACED ON FILE






