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LEO O. PELLETIER 2000 AN 25 P |: u3
VICE PRESIDENT
o SREeioEN OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS

January 22, 2001

Dear Cambridge City Council:

At a meeting of the Fall River City Council held on January 16, 2001, following a
motion made and seconded, the attached resolution was unanimously adopted.

This resolution deals specifically with the regulation of cable television rates. I
have personally received numerous calls from residents expressing their displeasure with
this situation. These rates were deregulated by the Federal Telecommunication Act of
1996. I believe it is important for communities to work together in regulating these rates.
I am requesting at this time that your governing body place this item on a future agenda
for a vote.

[ ask that you keep me informed as to what steps are being taken in regards to this
matter. I can be reached at 508-678-0209 (home) or 508-320-9571 (cell phone). If you
have any information that you may wish to send to me, you may fax me at 508-324-2211.

Thanking you in advance for your anticipated cooperation.

Sincerely,

Leo O. Pelletier ( em)
City Councilor
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By JAMES FINLAW AR
Heraid News Staff Reporter '

‘FALL RIVER — Fed up w1th
rising cable felevision costs, City.
Council Vice Pres1dent Leo O,
Pe]leher is preparmg to take aim .
at-what he believes lies at the root
of _the prlce increases , — the
Federal Telecommunications “Act
of 1996.

At tonight’s Clty Coungil meet-
ing, Pelletier will ask his fellow
councilors to vote to adopt a reso-
1ut10n requesting the- federal gov-

spurred by the recent announce-

TV Pelletler |

_wants rates
regulated
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_If enough communities are
willing to speak out, and enough
: legislators are willing to work on
the. problem Pelletier believes a
; change can occur.

i “Now is the time to see if we

easy, but if it has to start in Fall
RWer so be it,” he said.

‘“Pelletier hopes his cable cru-
{ sade gains enough momentum to
| eventually bring about a change,
as*the city itself is powerless to
i halt cable rate increases, whlch
" seemingly occur annually.

. mcrease

servme pr ov1der AT&T Broadband

lated ‘cable rates'
Supporters of .the: blll clalmed

that deregulatlon would e‘ipandv‘
consumer chmces and potentlally
Jower cable prlces. The theory was.,

’ ——-Leo O. Pelletier,
Councﬂ Vlce pre51dent

that

cable compal ies to eventua]ly
lower theprr prices, as_comp_etlt_lon

deregulatmn would. force . with telephone and 8 elhte telev1-
sion companies 1ncreased et
The b111’s detractors dxsm sed

»Currently, Fall' River:is bound
to: rA’P&T by a 10-year contract that
wag, signed by former Mayor

Daniel E. Bogan in 1991. While the |

contract expires in 2002, freeing
the city to negotiate with other

| cable service pr0v1ders it does not

' seem likely that the city would be
: able to lure a competing cable
company to the city.

nam get it regulated. It won’t be

City Assistant Corporation

. Counsel John Coughlin, the city’s

cable agent, has said it is difficult
to get a competing cable company

| int6 "the city because of the costs

assdciated with wiring homes
‘throughout the city. .

#4rd. like to see competition,

i two cable companies in Fall River. .

;Maj{be then the prices will go
down,” said Pelletier.

i

“Right now it’s a monopoly.”

tentlon arvulng that the
mpetition” swouldn't ‘mate-
ristéad, they beheved high-

and that somethmg has to be done
the ever-escal_ating

‘They are. the people who
changed it
to themyand saying this iSa’t right,
the prices didn’t go down. Let’s
regulate this,” said Pelletier.

Pelletier realizes a City
Council ~ resolution “probably
doesn’t mean much,” when it
comes to convincing the federal

ol

-detractors'were rlght '

_nities. and our, congressmen to

and - we are going back

For HOME DELIVERY, call 676-2515

government to re-regulate cable
rates.

However, he hopes the resolu
tion serves as a sort of spark that
will trigger -support for hi
from comrnunlty eaders

“We have to get other commu-

know, everybody is dlspleased
he said..

“It is something we could mail
to a lot ‘of ‘communities;. tellirig
them we are tryihg to regulate
cable television. because of the.
prices, and that we'd like to have
them come ‘on board,” he’
explained.

B Turnto TV, Page A5
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Council

Pelletier
to talk to
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By JAMES FINLAW
Herald News Staff Reporter

"FALL ‘RIVER — Convinced

that "escalating cable service fees -

must be curtailéd, the miembers of
the: City Council have voted in
favor of launching a rather ambi-
tiotis campaign to halt cable rate
mcreases

On Tues-
day night,
“the .council
voted 9-0 to
adopt a reso-
iution - intro-
duced by.
‘Council Vice
President
Lec Q.
Pelletier,

L ocalling tOr
the * f‘edeml

to re- regulate cable television
rates

“The fedéral Telecommun:ica-
tlons Act of 1996 'had deregulated
the rates. =
© “I'd like first of all to send a let-
ter to Barney Frank and Jim
McGovern, to 16t them know what
is'goinig on;” said Pelletler

- “T want to feel them out ... see

how strong they feel on havmg it
dereguldted,” he said about the
areas two U.S. representatives. :

govermment

»~»While he understands it may
be difficult or impossible to con-
ijace the state’s congressmen and
senators to fight to have the his-
torlc Telecommunications Act
reworked; Pelletier thinks there
may be:enough angry cable sub-
§cribers to compel them to do so.

: = JIf they’re receptive fo it,
ma‘ybe they'll file something. If
‘y are cool on it, we'll have to get
e cities and towns to pass reso-
1};1 ions like this,” said Pelletier.

" Pelletier filed the resolution in
the wake of local cable service
provider AT&T Broadband’s deci-
sion to raise the cable rate.

Fall River’s cable subscribers .

will experience the latest price
hike on Feb. 1, when the rate
jumps to' $34.18 per month for
standard service.

Pelletier said he intends to
mall the ‘resolution to communi-
vt1es-1;ke' New Bedford, Somerset
and Worcester to gauge their
‘interest in joining the fight. If he
fmds that leaders in those commu-

nities have experienced the same:

outcry from citizens, angered by
the increase, he will encourage
them to spur their Ieglslators to
take actmn
“If it catches on, well keep

going,” said Pelletier.

T “T've got people madder than
hell here. They're ready to throw
their cable TV out,” he said.
~Pelletier’s ooal is audacious
and lofty, as it would require the
federa_l O'overmment to retool what
was 4 very popular bill. )

- In early 1996, Congress. over-
whelmingly voted to pass a
telecommunications overhaul bill
sthat = deregulated cable. rates.

Among other things, supporters of '

‘the bill said it would potentially
‘result in lower -cable prices, as

-deregulation would spur competi-

tion among cable companies. Five
vears later however, the savings
‘have not materialized.

> Turn to CABLE, Page A5
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“;It’s a frustrating situation for most people.
Theif were hoping competition would take place
and.it hasn’t,” said Council President Mark
Gustafson.

“It seems like there is no end in sight, and
Pelletier is trying to get the message out,” he
said.

Gustafson said the resolution will serve to get
the word out, and possibly draw other communi-
ties into Fall River’s corner.

“It is_basically to let everybody know, state

représentatives, senators; on both a state and fed-
. eral level. Hopefully they will take up-the initia-
. tive,” he said.

Councxlor Pat Casey agreed with Gustafson’s

| assessment.

“If everyone is working together 1t certainly

L will be easier to get this done,” she said.

When it comes to ¢able rate increases, the 01ty
is currently helpless to'prevent them.
Fall River is bound to AT&T Broadband by a

. 10-year contract signed by the city back in 1991.
i Though the contract expires in 2002, it is unlike-
| 1y that the city would be able to lure a competing
| cable firm to the city.

If the city cannot encourage another company
to establish itself in the city, AT&T will, by

CITY CELL PHONE:
508-320-9571

HOME: 508-678-0209

Council OKs

lation

default, be awarded the contract. ‘
City Assistant Corporation Counsel John
Coughlin, the city’s cable agent, has said it is dif-

ficult to find a cable company willing to come to

the city."

In addition to competing with AT&T, the com-
pany would have to run wires to every household
that'subscribed to their serv1ce That is an expen-
sive proposition.

Councilor Raymond Hague, who voted to
endorse Pelletier’s resolution, believes the city’s
best chance to get a more favorable rate still lies
in the upcoming negotiation period.

He said he is currently investigating whether
the state, at the request of a municipality, can
step in and regulate basic cable rates. Regardless,
he said he believes there are steps that can be
taken to improve the contract the next time

around.

“In the new contract I'd like to see better lan-
guage for senior citizens,” he said.

“Here, you have to be 65 years old to get a
reduced rate. In New Bedford you have to be 62,”
said Hague.

Hague sits on the city’s cable advisory com-
mittee, the group that will work the details of the
new contract out. He said he would like to see
provisions like the reduced rate for 62-year-olds,

in the new contract.

VICE-PRESIDENT
CITY COUNCIL

323 PECKHAM ST.
FALL RIVER, MA.

/ ,
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Pelletier wants ca

By:JAMES FINLAW
Herald News Staff Reporter

FALL RIVER — Fed up with
rising cable- television costs, City
Council Vice President Leo .O.
Pelletier is preparing to take aim
at-what he believes lies at the root

ment that the city’s cable rate
would be increasing next month.

" Fall River cable subscribers
will experience’ the latest price

. increase on Feb. 1, when cable

service provider AT&T Broadband
increases the cable rate tor $34 18
per month for: standard service:

m early 1996 Congress over-

of the price increases — the
Federal Tel ications Act hel
of 1996.

At tonight’s City Council meet-
ing, Pelletier will ask his fellow
councilors to vote to adopt a reso-
lution requesting the federal gov-
ernment to re-regulate cable televi-
sion rates..The telecommunica-
tions act deregulated rates in 1996.

Pelletier's resolution was
spurred by the recent announce-

TV: Pelletier
wants rates
regulated

From Page A1

If enough communities are
willing to speak out, and enough
legislators are willing to work on
the. problem, Pelletier believes a
change can occur.

"“Now is the time to see if we
can’ get it regulated. It won't be
easy, but if it has to start in Fall
River, so be it,” he said.

- Pelletier hopes his cable cru-
sade gains enough momentum to
eventually bring about a change,
as' the city itself is powerless to
halt -cable rate increases, which
seemingly occur annually.

1y Voted ‘to. -pass- a
telecommunications overhaul biil
that, among other things, deregu-
lated cable rates.

Supporters of the bill claimed
that deregulation would expand
consumer choices, and potentially
lower cable prices. The theory was
that deregulation would force
cable companies to eventually
lower their prices, as competition

er rates would result, as a handful
of giant- cable. companies would
- buy up-the competmon and come
«" to-dominate the cablé market.

\ Nearly five yearsafter the bill
: passed and was 51gned into law by
¢ President. . Clinton, - Pelletier
:. believes the detractors were right,
and that something has to be done
to curtail the ever-escalating
costs. )

“They are the people who
changed it, and we are going back
to them and saying this isn’t right.
the prices didn't go down. Let's
regulate this,” said Pelletier.

‘Now is the time_ to
see.if we can get it
regulated. It won’t

be easy, but. ifit

has to start in:Fall
River, so be it’

— Leo O. Pelletier,
Council vice president

. Pelletier realizes a City
with telephone and satellite televi- ~the contention. arguing that the Council resolution “probably
sion companies increased. cable competition wouldn’t mate-  doesn’t mean much,” when it

The bill's detractors dismissed  vialize. Instead, they believed high-  comes to convincing the federal

Currently, Fall River is bound
t0-AT&T by a 10-year contract that
was signed by former Mayor
Daniel E. Bogan in 1991. While the
contract expires in 2002, freeing
the city to negotiate with other
cable service providers, it does not
seem likely that the city would be
able to lure a competing cable

company to the city.

City Assistant Corporation
Counsel John Coughlin, the city’s
cable agent, has said it is difficult
to get a competing cable company ‘
into the city because of the costs
associated with wiring homes

throughout the city.

"“I'd like to see competition,
two cable companies in Fall River.
Maybe then the prices will go

down,” said Pelletier.

“Right now it’s a monopoly.”

For HOME DELIVERY, call 676-2515

 reined in

government to re-regulate cable
rates.

However, he hopes the resolu-
tion serves as a sort of spark that
will ‘trigger support for his-idea
from community leaders and leg-
islators throughout the staté:

“We have to get other commu-
nities and our congressmen to
know everybody is dispieased,”
he said.

“It is something we could mail
to a lot of communities. telling
them we are trying to regulate
cable television because of the
prices, and that we’d like to have
them come on board,” he
explained.

» Turnto TV, Page A5
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Gouncil

supports
cable TV
changes
Pelletier

to talk to
local reps

By JAMES FINLAW
Herald News Staff Reporter

FALL RIVER — Convinced
that escalating cable service fees
must be curtailed, the members of
the City Council have voted in
favor of launching a rather ambi-
tious campaign to halt cable raie
increases.

On Tues-
day  uight,
the council
voted 9-0 to
adopt a reso-
lution intro-
duced by
Council Vice
President
Leo 0.
i Pelletier,
- o calling for

2 Pelletier the federal
government
to re-regulate cable television
rates.

The federal Telecommun-ica-
tions Act of 1996 had deregulated
the rates.

“I'dlike first of all to send a let-
ter to Barney Ffrank and.Jim
McGovern, to let them know what
is going on,” said Pelletier.

“I want to feel them oui ... see
how strong they feel on having it
deregulated.” he saic about the
areas two U.S. representatives.

": ~While he understands it may
be_difficult or impossible to'con-
vinte the state’s congressmen and
senators to fight to have the his-
toric Telecommunications Act
reworked, Pelletier thinks there
may be enough angry cable sub-
scribers to compel them to do so.
. YIf they're receptive to it,
méybe they'll file something. If
they are cool on it, we'll have to get
iiore cities and towns to pass reso-
lntions like this,” said Pelletier.

Pelletier filed the resolution in
the wake of local cable service
provider AT&T Broadband’s deci-
sion to raise the cable rate.

Fall River’s cable subscribers
will experience the latest price
hike on Feb. 1, when the rate
jumps to” $34.18 per month for
standard service.

Pelletier said he intends to
mail the resolution to communi-
ties like New Bedford, Somerset
and Worcester to gauge their
iliterest in joining the fight. If he
finds that leaders in those commu-
nities have experienced the same
outery from citizens angered by
the increase. he will encourage
them to spur their legislators to
take action.

“If it catches on, we'll keep
going,” said Pelletier.

“I've got people madder than
hell here. They're ready to throw
their cable TV out.” he said.

Pelletier’s goal is audacious
and lofty, as it would require the
federal government to retool what
was a very popular bill.

In early 1996, Congress over-
whelmingly voted to pass a
telecommunications overhaul bill
that deregulated cable rates.

Among other things, supporters of

the bill said it would potentially
result in lower cable prices. as
deregulation would spur competi-
tion among cable companies. Five
years later however, the savings
have not materialized.

» Turn to CABLE, Page A5

Cable: Council OKs
request for regulation

From Page A1

“It’s a frustrating situation for most people.
They were hoping competition would take place
and .it hasn't,” said Council President Mark
Gustafson.

“It seems like there is no end in sight, and
Pelletier is trying to get the message out,” he
said.

Gustafson said the resolution will serve to get
the word out, and possibly draw other communi-
ties into Fall River's corner.

“It is.basically to let everybody know, state
representatives, senators, on both a state and fed-
eral level. Hopefully they will take up the initia-
tive,” he said.

Councilor Pat Casey agreed with Gustafson’s
assessment. .

“If everyone is working together, it certainly
will be easier to get this done,” she said.

When it comes to cable rate increases, the city
is currently helpless to-prevent them.

Fall River is bound to AT&T Broadband by a
10-year contract signed by the city back in 1991.
Though the contract expires in 2002, it is unlike-
ly that the city would be able to lure a competing
cable firm to the city.

If the city cannot encourage another company
to establish itself in the city, AT&T will, by

default, be awarded the contract.

City Assistant Corporation Counsel John
Coughlin, the city’s cable agent, has said it is dif-
ficult to find a cable company willing to come to
the city.

In addition to competing with AT&T, the com-
pany would have to run wires to every household
that subscribed to their service. That is an expen-
sive proposition.

Councilor Raymond ‘Hague, who voted to
endorse Pelletier’s resolution, believes the city’s
best chance to get a more favorable rate still lies
in the upcoming negotiation period.

He said he is currently investigating whether
the state, at the request of a municipality, can
step in and regulate basic cable rates. Regardless,
he said he believes there are steps that can be
taken to improve the cContract the next time
around: .

“In the new contract I'd like to see better lan-
guage for senior citizens,” he said.

“Here, you have to be 65 years old to get a
reduced rate. In New Bedford you have to be 62,”
said Hague.

Hague sits on the city’s cable advisory com-
mittee, the group that will work the details of the
new contract out. He said he would like to see
provisions like the reduced rate for 62-year-olds,
in the new contract.

City of Fall River, Masachusetts

LEO O. PELLETIER

VICE-PRESIDENT
CITY COUNCIL

CITY CELL PHONE:
508-320-9571

HOME: 508-678-0209

323 PECKHAM ST.
FALL RIVER, MA.
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Pelletier wants ca

By JAMES FINLAW
Herald News Staff Reporter

FALL RIVER — Fed up with
rising cable-television costs, City
Council Vice President Leo O.
Pelletier is preparing to take aim
‘at what he believes lies at the root

ment that the city's cable rate
would be increasing next month.

" Fall River cable subscribers
will experience the latest price

. increase on Feb. 1, when cable

service provider AT&T Broadband
increases the cable rate to" $34.18
per month for standard service.
In early 1996, Congress over-
helmingly voted to. pass a

of the price increases — the
Federal Telec ions Act
of 1996.

At tonight’s City Council meet-
ing, Pelletier will ask his fellow
councilors to vote to adopt a reso-
iution requestirig the federal gov-
ernment to re-regulate cable televi-
sion rates. The telecommunica-
tions act deregulated rates in 1996.

Pelletier’s = resolution was
spurred by the recent announce-

telecommunications overhaul bill
that, among other things, deregu-
lated cable rates.

Supporters of the bill claimed
that deregulation would expand
consumer choices, and potentially
lower cable prices. The theory was
that deregulation would force
cable companies to eventually
lower their prices, as competition

er rates would result, as a handful
of giant cable. companies would
buy up-the competition and come
! to-dominate the cablé market.
© Nearly five years after the bill
passed and was signed into law by
President Clinton,  Pelletier
believes the detractors were right,
and that something has to be done
to curtail the ever-escalating
costs.

“They are the people who
changed it, and we are going back
to them and saying this isn’t right.
the prices didn't go down. Let's
regulate this,” said Pelletier.

‘Now is the time to
see if we can get it-
regulated. It won’t
be easy, but if it
has to start in-Fall
River, so be it.’
— Leo O. Pelletier,
Council vice president

Pelletier realizes a City
Council resolution “probably
doesn’'t mean much,” when it
comes to convincing the federal

the contention. arguing that the
cable competition wouldn't mate-
vialize. Instead, they believed high-

with telephone and satellite televi-
sion companies increased.
The bill's detractors dismissed

Currently, Fall River is bound

government to re-regulate cable
rates. )

However, he hopes the resolu-
tion serves as a sort of spark that
will trigger support for his-idea
from community leaders and leg-
islators throughout the state.

“We have to get other commu-
nities and our congressmen to
know everybody is displeased,”
he said.

“It is something we could mail
to a lot of communities. telling
them we are trving to reguiate
cable television because of the
prices, and that we'd like to have
them come on board.” he
explained.

» Turnto TV, Page A5

to AT&T by a 10-vear contract that
was signed by former Mayor
Daniel E. Bogan in 1991. While the
contract expires in 2002, freeing
the city to negotiate with other
cgple service providers, it does not
seem likely that the city would be
able to lure a competing cable
company to the city. ’ .
City Assistant Corporation
Counsel John Coughlin, the city's
cable agent, has said it is difficult
to get a competing cable company
into the city because of the costs
associated with wiring homes
throughout the city.

"*I'd like to see competition,
two cable companies in Fall River.
Maybe then the prices will go’
down,” said Pelletier.

“Right now it's a monopoly.”

TV: Pelletier
wants rates
regulated

From Page A1

If enough communities are
willing to speak out, and enough
legislators are willing to work on
the. problem, Pelletier believes a
change can occur.

“Now is the time to see if we
can get it regulated. It won't be
easy, but if it has to start in Fall
River. so be it." he said.

-Pelletier hopes his cable cru-
sade gains enough momentum to
eventually bring about a change,
as the city itself is powerless to
halt cable rate increases, which
seemingly occur annually.
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Gouncil
supports
cable TV

changes
Pelletier
to talk to
local reps

By JAMES FINLAW
Herald News Staff Reporter

FALL RIVER — Convinced
that escalating cable service fees
must be curtailed. the members of
the City Council have voted in
favor of launching a rather ambi-
tious campaign to halt cable raie
increases.

On Tues-
day  night,
the council
voted 4-0 to
adopt a reso-
iution inwo-
duced by

Pelletier

governmen:
to re-regulate cable television
rates.

The federal Telecommun-ica-
tions Act of 1996 had deregulated
the rates.

“I'd like first of all to send a let-
ter to Barnev Frank and
McGovern, to let them know i
is going on,” said Pelletier

I want to feel them out
how strong they feel on ha
deregulated.” he zaid about the
areas two U.S. representatives.

-~ .While he understands it may
be difficult or impossible to con-
vinte the state's congressmen and
senators to fight to have the his-
toric Telecommunications Act
reworked, Pelletier thinks there
may be enough angry cable sub-
scribers to compel them to do so.
. “If they're receptive to it.
maybe they'll file something. If
they are cool on it, we'll have to get
hjore cities and towns to pass reso-
lutions like this,” said Pelletier.

Pelletier filed the resolution in
the wake of local cable ‘service
provider AT&T Broadband's deci-
sion to raise the cable rate.

Fall River's cable subscriber's
will experience the latest price
hike on Feb. 1. when the rate
jumps to" $34.18 per month for
standard service.

Pelletier said he intends to
mail the resolution to communi-
ties like New Bedford. Somerset
and Worcester to gauge their
interest in joining the fight. If he
finds that leaders in those commu-
nities have experienced the same
outery from citizens angered by
the increase. he will encourage
them to spur their legislators to
take action.

“If it catches on. we'll keep
going,” said Pelletier.

“I've got people madder than
hell here. Theyre ready to throw
their cable TV out.” he sai.

Pelletier's goal is audacious
and lofty. as it would require the
federal government to retool what
was a very popular biil.

In early 1996. Congress over-
whelmingly voted to pass a
telecommunications overhaul bill
that deregulated cable rates.

Among other things, supporters of

the bill said it would potentially
result in lower cable prices. as
deregulation would spur competi-
tion among cable companies. Five
vears later however. the savings
have not materialized.

» Turn to CABLE, Page A5
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“It's a frustrating situation for most people.
They were hoping competition would take place
and it hasn't,” said Council President Mark
Gustafson.

“It seems like there is no end in sight, and
Pelletier is trying to get the message out,” he
said.

Gustafson said the resolution will serve to gét
the word out, and possibly draw other communi-
ties into Fall River's corner.

“It is.basically to let everybody know, state
representatives, senators, on both a state and fed-
eral level. Hopefully they will take up the initia-
tive," he said.

Councilor Pat Casey agreed with Gustafson's
assessment. .

“If everyone is working together, it certainly
will be easier to get this done,” she said.

When it comes to cable rate increases, the city
is currently helpless to prevent them.

Fall River is bound to AT&T Broadband by a
10-vear contract signed by the city back in 1991.
Though the contract expires in 2002, it is unlike-
1y that the city would be able to lure a competing
cable firm to the city.

if the city cannot encourage another company
to establish itself in the city, AT&T will, by

regulation

default, be awarded the contract.

City Assistant Corporation Counsel John
Coughlin, the city’s cable agent, has said it is dif-
ficult to find a cable company willing to come to
the city.

In addition to competing with AT&T, the com-
pany would have to run wires to every household
that subscribed to their service. That is an expen-
sive proposition.

Councilor Raymond Hague, who voted to
endorse Pelletier’s resolution, believes the city's
best chance to get a more favorable rate still lies
in the upcoming negotiation period.

He said he is currently investigating whether
the state, at the request of a municipality, can
step in and regulate basic cable rates. Regardless,
he said he believes there are steps that can be
taken to improve the Contract the next time
around. ’

“In the new contract I'd like to see better lan-
guage for senior citizens.” he said.

“Here, you have to be 65 years old to get a
reduced rate. In New Bedford you have to be 62,
said Hague.

Hague sits on the city’s cable advisory com-
mittee, the group that will work the details of the
new contract out. He said he would like to see
provisions like the reduced rate for 62-year-olds, {
in the new contract.

City of Fall River, Masachusetts

LED O. PELLETIER
VICE-PRESIDENT

CITY COUNCIL

CITY CELL PHONE:
508-320-8571
HOME: £08-678-0209

323 PECKHAM ST7.
FALL RIVER, MA.




City of Fall River, S Gy Gouna

(Councillor Leo O. Pelletier)

WHEREAS, many complaints have been received from the residents of

/e

the City of Fall River, regarding cable television rate increases that seem to occur -

-~ much too often, and

WHEREAS, these rates are increased without the benefit of public
hearings or input, and

WHEREAS, cable television rates were deregulated by the Federal
Telecommunication Act of 1996; and ;

WHEREAS, said deregulation has not resulted in increased cable -
competition or reduced cable rates; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Fall River requests
that the Federal Government, through the Federal Communications Commission

- (FCC), re-regulate cable television rates in order to protect consumers from rate -

increases.

In City Council January 16, 2001
Adopted

Approved January 18, 2001
Edward M. Lambert, Jr., Mayor

A true copy. Attest:

Qarsl M- Thlonurst

CoT City Clerk



Consent Communication #14

Communication was received from
Leo O. Pelletier, Fall River City
Councilor, transmitting a resolution
adopted unanimously regarding the
regulation of cable television rates.

In City Council January 29, 2001
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