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r._W A CCLN Growth Management Initiative:

Linkage Fee We the undersigned respectfully petition the honorable, the City Council of the

Enhancements
City of Cambridge to enhance funds available to supp2n affordable housings by

t amending Section 11.200 of the Zoning Ordinance in conformance with the

Petition attached hereto.
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City of Cambridge
b

" zoniing IpIE7rm(DN

Sponsored by:

Cambridge Citizens for liveable neighborhoods

LIINKAG® IP®® BNIHIANCBMRNKS

FINALAND RE-FILED/2AUG 89

WHEREAS the City of Cambridge has recently amended its Zoning Ordinance

to include a new Section 11.200, Incentive Zoning Prov|s|ons; and

WHEREAS the intent, in part, of this new section is to "mitigate the impacts of

commercial development on the availability and cost of housing and especially

affordable housing"; and

WHEREAS the impacts of commercial development on housing are described

and calculated in a Report to the City entitled The Impact of Cambridge Office
Developmenton Cambridge Housing Prices (J S Kayden and R Pollard, April,

1988); but unfortunately

WHEREAS Section 11.200 fails to adequately address the impacts described

in this Report because:

(I) The Report says that 'the average price impact of one square foot of

Cambridge devehpment is $3.00' (p. 16), while Subsection 11.203

(a) requires only $2.00 per square foot in impact fee; and because

(2) Section 11.200 does not require the first 30,000 square feet of office

buildings to contribute. an impact fee, even though the Report does

not state or explain why the first 30,000 square feet fail to impact the

Cambridge housing market; and further

WHEREAS Section 11.200 requires an impact fee contribution from commer-
cial projects seeking special permits within certain limited districts, but inexpli-

cably fails to require a similar contribution from projects seeking variances, or
special permits outside the districts specified, even though all such projects

have impact on the Cambridge housing market; and

WHEREAS Section 11.200 can realize a substantial increase in funding for

the Affordable Housing Trust if the aforementioneddehciencies are corrected;

NOW therefore we the Undersigned respectfully petition the Honorable,

the City Council of the City of Cambridge, to amend the Cambridge Zoning Or-

dinance as follows:

A Amend existing text by inserting new words as follows:

1. At the definition of 'Covered Project', insert the words "or variances' im-

mCdiately following the words, '...provisions of the special permiC.."
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2. At subsection 11.203 (b) HQy=samsuLQRusa insert the words
"or variance" immediately following the words '...special permit...'
wherever they may occur.

3. At section 11.203 StaMarQm insert the words "or variance" immedi-
ately following the words '...special permit..." wherever they may occur. '

B. Delete section 11.202 ARRusautjL in its entirety, and substitute therefore
the paragraph following:

"11.202 Applicability. Where a developer chooses to seek a special permit or vari-

ance pursuant to any rules and procedures of this Ordinance, the developer shall be

subject to the provisions of this Section 11.200 et al.'

C. Delete the first two paragraphs of 11.203 (a), and substitute in their place
the paragraph following:

'(a) Housjng Contributiorl. For a Covered Project, the developer shall contribute
three dollars ($3.00) for every square foot of Project gross floor area." ""

C. Delete the present text of 11.205.1, Uses c'f the Aff'xQahle Hwsinci Trust,
in its entirety, and substitute in its place the text following:

"11.205.1 USes oE tlje AffQrdable 11Qusing jjust. The Trust Property shall be used

exclusively to encourage the development and creation of additional affordable hous-

ing units throuEh a variety of means, including but not limited to the provision of fa-
vorable financing terms or direct write-down of costs for either non-profit or for-
profit developers, or to subsidize the purchase of sites, existing structures, or afford-
able units within a larger development.'
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A CCLN Growth Management Initiative:
.

Linkage Fee We the undersigned respectfully petition the honorable, the City Council of the

Enhancements City of Cambridge to enhance funds available to supµ!rt affordable housings by
amending Section 11.200 of the Zoning Ordinance in conformance with the
Petition attached hereto.

Signature Printed Name Address Phone
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City ofCambridge

ZONIMG IPET¶TIION
Sponsored by:

Cambridge Citizens for liveable Neighborhoods

LIINIEAGIE FIB® ®NIHIANCBW®NTS

FINAL AND RE-FILED /2 AUG 89

WHEREAS the City of Cambridge has recently amended its Zoning Ordinance
to include a new Section 11.200, IncentiveZoning Provisions; and

WHEREAS the intent, in part, of this new section is to "mitigate the impacts of
commercial development on the availability and cost of housing and especially

,

affordable housing"; and

WHEREAS the impacts of commercial development on housing are described
and calculated in a Report to the City entitled The Impact of Cambridge Office
Developmenton Cambridge Housing Prices (J S Kayden and R Pollard, April,
1988); but unfortunately

WHEREAS Section 11.200 fails to adequately address the impacts described
in this Report because:

(I) The Report says that "the average price impact of one square foot of
Cambridge development is $3.00" (p. 16), while Subsection 11.203
(a) requires only $2.00 per square foot in impact fee; and because

(2) Section 11.200 does not require the first 30,000 square feet of office
buildings to contribute- an impact fee, even though the Report does
not state or explain why the first 30,000 square feet fail to impact the
Cambridge housing market; and further

whereas Section 11.200 requires an impact fee contribution from commer-
cial projects seeking special permits within certain limited districts, but inexpli-
cably fails to require a similar contribution from projects seeking variances, or
special permits outside the districts specified, even though all such projects
have impact on the Cambridge housing market; and

WHEREAS Section 11.200 can realize a substantial increase in funding for
the Affordable Housing Trust if the aforementioneddeficiencies are corrected;

NOW THEREFORE we the Undersigned respectfully petition the Honorable,
the City Council of the City of Cambridge, to amend the Cambridge Zoning Or-
dinance as follows:

A Amend existing text by inserting new words as follows:

1. At the dehnition of "Covered Project", insert the words "or variances" im-
mediately following the words, "...provisions of the special permits..."
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2. At subsection 11.203 (b) insert the words
"or variance" immediately following the words "...special permit..."
wherever they may occur.

3. At section 11.203 S,Mndards~ insert the words "or variance" immedi-
ately following the words "...special permit..." wherever they may occur.

B. Delete section 11.202 ARRIisaubL in its entirety, and substitute therefore
the paragraph following:

"11.202 Applicability. Where a developer chooses to seek a special permit or vari-
ance pursuant to any rules and procedures of this Ordinance, the developer shall be

subject to the provisions of this Section 11.200 et al."

C. Delete the first two paragraphs of 11.203 (a), and substitute in their place
the paragraph following:

"(a) Housing Contribution. For a Covered project, the developer shall contribute
three dollars ($3.00) for every square foot of Project gross floor area."

C. Delete the present text of 11.205.1, ,\/ses c'f the mgaklumngjmtg
in its entirety, and substitute in its place the text following:

"11.205.1 Uses of tlje Affordabje HQusipg Tpist. The Trust Property shall be used

exclusively to encouraEe the development and creation of additional affordable hous-
ing units throuEh a variety of means, including but not limited to the provision of fa-
vorable financing terms or direct write-down of costs for either non-profit or for-
profit developers, or to subsidize the purchase of sites, existing structures, or afford-
able units within a larger development."

.
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Petition of Robert Owen Edbrooke, Jr. ,
i

' et al, to amend the Zoning Ordinances of the
I. City of Cambridge in Section 11.200, Incent-

· ive Zoning Provisions Re: fees for variances
1'- t · & special permits, in order to enhance funds

.. . available to support affordable housing.
.
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In City Council,

August 7, 1989
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