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Oxctober 17, 1994

Mayor Reeves, Vice-Mayor Russell, and Members of the Council: - -

1 have a speaking engagement this afternoon at Suffolk University
Law School, from 5-6:30 to be followed by a reception from 6:30-7:30.
I 'will get away as soon as I am able so that I may attend the meeting
of the Car "vndbc City Council and have the zk,cx’,u‘npm'l_\'l1"1}1 tosti-
mony entered into the record. [ realize that 1 may arrive after the
matter has been considered, and therefore T take this advance oppor-
guiklbs S tunity to share our pesition with you. :

Lob Chatelle, Political Issues Chair
National Board Mentber
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My name is Robert B. Chatelle and for twelve years I have resided at
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October 17, 1994

Mayor Reeves, Vice-Mayor Russell, and Members of the Council:

P )htical

, 4 ]abor union répxm

UAW—United Automobile, Acrospace and Agricultural implcment

Workers of America. The Bosten Local of the National Writers
Union has nearly 800 members, and 4 mbsta ntial pm‘mm of these.

members live in € ambridge.

 Lestify today because of our concens about attempts 16 shut down

an art show by Cambridge artist Hans Evers at the gallery at 57
Inman Street, and because we wish o discourage attempts to impose
restrictions on that gallery or upon the Cambridge Arts Couneil. The
Nationa! Weters Union, b\, our comstitution, “is committed (o froe-
dom of & prr'a\um in all I}wdm including priat, film, m‘td electronic
media of Ay sork,

The City of Cambridee s nnder no (\b!‘é.,ahun to suppont thoants.
Bt havu:xz, chosen Lo do 50, YOU Cannot now Lt pose coment rostric-
tions upon the Arts Council. You are in fact, prohibited From so

doing by the Fast Amendment of-the Us Constifution. You can't

fund arz withaut funding frecdom of expression.

We re contident that you will resist all ¢tfores to shot down the Qhuw
gither permanently or temporarily. We're also concerned, hawever
about the propasal requiting that future peer-panels considening

“work for Gallery 57 contain as a member at least owe e ployee who L
worksat-57 lnman Steeel. At first glance; this sounds ressonabler- We < -

ask you, however, not to enact this proposal because it mandates an
unconstitutional interference with the pecr-panel process,

The cssential problem of public suppert for the arts is protecting art
from political interference and meddling. To insurc thet decisions
get made ror artisiic and not tor political reasons the peer-panel sys-
tem has been developed. Dectsions about what art to fund or whal
art to exhibit in publicly owned space snould be made by working
professionals, not by elected -,,\muals« or by political appointees.
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Consent Comm. #7

Comm. was received from Bob Chatelle
of the National Writers Union regarding the
art exhibit at GAllery 57.

In City Council October 24, 1954
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