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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

57 INMAN STREET, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139 TEL. 498-9042

DEPARTMENT OF
TRAFFIC & PARKING

George Teso May 11, 1990
Director

Robert Healy
City Manager

Dear Mr. Manager:

I am recommending that the City adopt the provisions of MGL
Chapter 213 of the Acts of 1989, "An Act Authorizing Cities and
Towns to Penalize Those who Abandon Motor Vehicles"”. This Act
amends Chapter 90, Section 273.

Chapter 213 requires that each vehicle abandoned carry a fine
of $250.00 plus associated' costs of towing, storage and disposal
for the first offense and $500.00 plus costs for each additional
abandonment. Failure to pay the fines and fees subject to this Act
requires the non-renewal of the owner’s license and registration.
After four such offenses, the City may seek to have the Registrar
suspend the license and/or registration of the offender.

The Department of Traffic and Parking would be responsible for
the overall operation and management of the program. The law
requires the department to document offenses, obtain and record
identification about the offender, mail notices, make hearings
available, accept and process payments, transact
registration/license marks and clears and count the number of
offenses received by an individual.

As of this date, we have received tickets that must be used
with the program and will be using programs for on-line reporting
on our Lockheed Parking Ticket Processing System.

I am free to discuss this matter with you.

Very truly yours

309

Bernard A. F1
Assistant Diré&ctor
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Chapter C K_ ’L_ \g

THE COMMONWEATLTH OF MASSACHUSETTS S
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-nine

AN ACT AUTHORIZING CITIES AND TOWNS TO PENALIZE THOSE WHO ABANDON MOTOR

VEHICLES.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its pur-
pose, which is to immediately authorize cities and towns to pr-vide for aban-
doned .cars, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary

for the immediate Preservation of the public convenience.

Be it 'enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

SECTION 1. Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
out section 22B, as appearing in the 198§ Official Edition, and inserting in
place therecf the following section:-

Section 22B. (a) Whoever abandoﬁs a motor vehicle registered or unregis-
tered, upon any public or private way or upon any property other than his own
without the permission of the owner or lessee of said property shall be fined
two hundrad and £ifty dollars for the first such abandonment and five hundred

dollars for each such abandonment thereafter. A conviction of a violation of

this section shall be reported forthwith by the court to the registrar, who

may revoke, for a period not exceeding three months, the license of the person
SO convicted, and if the motor vehicle is registered in his name or was last
registered in his name he shall be prohibited from registering another motor
vehicle for one year, and no appeal, motion for new trial or e*ceptions ‘shall
operate to stay the revocation of the license or the prohibition of registra-
tion. |

This subsection shall not apply in a city or town which accepts the provi-
sions of subsection (b) to (k), inclusive,

Subsection (b) to (k), inclusive, shall apply in any ciﬁy' or town which
accepts the provisions of said subsections in accordance with the provisions

of section fcur of chapter four.
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(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a), or any other gere:--
al or special law to the contrary, pfcceedings under the provisions of subsec-
tions (b) to (%), inclusive, shall be deemed non-criminal.

As used in subsections (b) to (k), inclusive, the word "owner" shall mean
the person or entity registered as the owner of a motor vghicle in theArecords
of the registry of motor vehicles or the person or entity who last had custody
or possession of a motor vehicle, legally or otherwise, including, without
limitation, operators and owners of automchbile graveyards or junkyards as de-
fined in section one of chapter one hundred and forty B; provided, however,
that the owner of a motor vehicle which has been stolen from said owner and
subsequently abandoned shall not be subject to the penalties provided for in
this section.

(c) There shall be in any city or town which accepts the provisions of
subsections (b) to (k), inclusive, a parking clerk designated or appointed in
the same manner as-p:ovided in section twenty A 1/2. Said parking clerk, in
addition to other duties provided by law, shall supervise and coordinate the
processing of abandoned motor vehicles.

Said parking clerk shall have the authority to hire personnel, or may con-
tract by competitive bid for services necessary to implement the provisions of
this section,

(d) A person who abandons a motor vehicle, registered or unregistered,
upon any public or private way, or upon the property of another, without the
permission of the owner or lessee of said property, shall pay a civil penalty
of two hundred and Eifty dollars for the first such aband§nment and five hun-
dred dollars for each such abandonment tﬁereafter and, in addition ‘thereto
shall be liable for costs incurred by a city or town in removing or disposing
of such motor vehicle, including, but not li@ited to, towing, storage, pro-
cessing and disposal charges.

(e) A police officer, or a person assigned responsibility for abandoned
motor vehicles by the parking clerk, who determines that a motor vehicle has
been abandoned shall attach a tag to said vehicle containing, but not limited
to, the following infarmation: the current date, the location of said. vehi-
cle, its make, color, registration number, if any, and its vehicle identifica-
tion number; a telephone number or address at which the ane; may obtain in-

formation regaiding the status of the motor vehicle; the hearing procedure re-
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garding abandoned motor vehicles, as'péovided herein; and, a sta:ament tji3-
after a specified perind of time, the venicle may be tcwed and disposed 5f.

(£) After said tag has been affixed to such vehicle, if the owner's iden-
tity is ascertained and the motor vehicle is still deemed to be abandoned purc-
suant to section twenty-two C, the parking clerk or his designee shali send a
written notice in a form approved by the registrar of motor venicles by first
class mail to the owner's last known address as contained in records of sdid
registrar of motor vehicles. Such notice shall be deemed sufficient, whether
O0r nct actually received by the addressee, if mailed to the address furnished
by said registrar. Such notice shall contain, but not be limited to, the fol-
lewing information tegarding the abandcned vehicle: the current date, the lo-
cation of said vehicle, make, color, registration number, if any, and its ve-
hicle identification number; the amount of the fine and costs assessed for the
offense and the scheduled date, time and place of the nearing before a hearing
officer. Notwithstanding the hearing scheduled by the parking clerk, the own-

‘er shall be granted a hearing prior to the scheduled hearing date by appearing
at the office of the parking clerk duiing its regular busingss hours and re-
questing an immediate hearing regarding the apparently abandoned motor vehi-
cle. Notwithstanding the hearing scheduled by the parking clerk, the owner
may elect to have the matter adjudicated in accordance w;th the provisions of
subsection (h). o

(g) All such hearings shall be held before a person hereinafter referred
to as. a hearing officer who shall be the parking clerk or a designee of said
pa:king clerk. Such hearings shall be informal, the rules ;E evidence shall
not apply and decisions of the hearing officer shall be subject to judicial
review as provided by secticn fourteen of chapter thirty A. No appeal or ex-
ception shall operate to stay the imposition of the fine and costs, the revo-
cation Oor nonrenewal of the license or the prohibition of registration as pro-
vided for herein.

(h) A person so notified ts appear before the hearing officer may appear
ard contest or confess the alleged violaticn, either personally or through an
agent duly authorized in writing or in the alternative, may confess the al-
leged violation by mailing to the parking clerk the notice accompanied by the
fine and any costs assessed; provided, however, that sucﬁ p%yment shall be
made only by péstal note, money order or registered check made payable to the

city or town in which the viclation occurrcad,

Yo



™

H 613

(i) If the owner fails to appear at a hearing, or fails to pay the fine
and ccsts, the parking clerk shaiL,'in the case of a person, notify the regis-
trac of motor vehicles who shall place the matter on record and not renew the
license of such person to operate a motor vehicle, and in the case of an enti-
ty, noti:y the appropriate person to revoke or not renew the owner's license
Oor permit to operate a business pertaining to the towing, storing, servicing
or dismantling of motor vehicles including, without limitation, automcBile
graveyards and junkyards. If the abandoned motor vehicle is registered in
such owner's name or was last tegistered in his name, the registrar shall pro-
hibit tne registration and renewal of registration. of any such amctor vehicle
under such owner's name. Such notice shall te in a form approved by the reg-
istrar of motor vehicles. Upon notificat:icn tCc the registrar of the owner's
name, an additional ten dollar charge shall be assessed against such owner of
the abandoned vehicle. Said ten dollar chacge shall be collected by the city
or town and nctification of such collection shall be made to the registrar of
motor wvehicles each month. On or before September first of each year, the
registrar shall certify the total nuﬁbe: of ten dollar charges to be assessed
against the city or ‘town. This number shall equal the total number of
notifications of actual collections by said city or town. The registrar shall
tﬁansmit such certified assessments to the treasurer of the commonwealth who
shall 1include such assessments in the warrants prepared in accordance with
section twenty of chapter fifty-nine. Aall such actions taken by the registrar
shall remain in effect until said registrar receives notice from the parking
cle;k that the matter has been disposed of in accordance with the law.

(3) Notwithstanding any other general or special law, ordinance or regu-
lation to the contrary, if an owner has abandoned a motor vehicle on three oc-
casions and has incurred a fine therefor, each subsequent abandonment, in ad-
ditidn to the fines and costs assessed herein, shall result, in the case of a
persen, in the revocation for one year of the owner's license to operate a mo-
tor vehicle, and in the case of an entity, in the revocation for one year of
the owner's license or permit to operate a business pertaining to the towing,
storing, servicing or dismantling of motor vehicles including, without limita-
tion, automobile graveyards and junkyards. Such one year time' period shall
ccmmence on the date on which the parking clerk's reco;ds indicate that a

hearing was held and a fourth or subsequent abandonment was found or that a

fine was raceived in the mail confessing 1
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(k) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this section, whenever ths
clerk or a person designated or apbointed by said clerk, shall deem tha- an
abandoned motor vehicle is worth less than the cost of its reméval, transpoc-
tation and three days storage and expenses incidental to its disposal, said
clerk or designee shall direct a carrier to take possession of such moﬁor ve-
hicle and dispose of it as refuse. A record of such disbosal shall be made
and kept in the office of said clerk for a period of two years. Neither sald
clerk, carrier nor the city or town shall be liable for such disposal. The
owner of such vehicle shail be notified as hereinbefore provided énd shall pay
to said carrier all charges for removal, transportation, storage and diSp;sal
of such vehicle within fourteen days after the mailing of said notice or shall
be subject to the fine herein provided as well as nonrenewal of such owner's
license to operate and registration of a motor vehicle.

SECTICN 2. Fines impocsed for the abandonment and subsequent abandonment
of a motor vehicle, as provided for in section one, shall apply only to of-
fenses committed on and after the effective date of this act.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

House of Representatives, June 27, 1989,

\
Preamble ad%?ted.ﬁ@)fﬁi!{ M » Speaker.

In Senate, June 9? , 1989.
AP - ya
{/0{&4(0{// 'C/cu‘;g‘%g_/" , President.

174

Preamble adopted,

House of Representatives, June )?, 1989.

BN :
Bill passed to be enacte:ﬂmﬁe%w , Speaker.

In Senate, June 07?, 1989.
(,7 ~ -
../ ,l-,'{ ‘/" / Y
ﬁ-(;,fcMm/ﬁ/Z. é 7,

L

Bill passed to be enacted, , President.






CCM-101

Uity of Cambrioge

Agenda Item #18

IN CITY COUNCIL

May 14, 1990

ORDERED: That the City Council go on record accepting the provisions of
Chapter 213 of the Acts of 1989 the same being "AN ACT
AUTHORIZING CITIES AND TOWNS TO PENALIZE THOSE WHO ABANDON

MOTOR VEHICLES".

In City Council May 14,.1990.

Adopted by a yea and nay vote:-

Yeas 9; Nays 0; Absent 0.

Attest:- John E. Flynn, Deputy City Clerk.

A true copy; _J:anl::::>
—7 7 -
ATTEST:- \]QQD €. C

John E. Flynn, Deputy City Clerk.
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ORDERED:

- @ity of Cambridge

Agenda Item #18

IN CITY COUNCIL

May 14, 1990

That the City Council go on record accepting the provisions of
Chapter 213 of the Acts of 1989 the same being "AN ACT
AUTHORIZING CITIES AND TOWNS TO PENALIZE THOSE WHO ABANDON

MOTOR VEHICLES".

In City Council May 14,.1990.

Adopted by a yea and nay vote:-

Yeas 9; Nays 0; Absent 0.

Attest:- John E. Flynn, Deputy City Clerk.

A true copy; C ;Szgf':::::>
/ —
ATTEST:- ~JollD »6 Y

John E. Flynn, Deputy City Clerk.
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Wity af Cambridge

Agenda Item #18

IN CITY COUNCIL

May 14, 1990

ORDERED: That the City Council go on record accepting the provisions of
Chapter 213 of the Acts of 1989 the same being "AN ACT
AUTHORIZING CITIES AND TOWNS TO PENALIZE THOSE WHO ABANDON

MOTOR VEHICLES".

In City Council May 14, 1990.

Adopted by a yea and nay vote:-

Yeas 9; Nays 0; Absent 0.

Attest:- John E. Flynn, Deputy City Clerk.

A true copy;@) c C/QX‘D

ATTEST:-
John E. Flynn, Deputy City Clerk.
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Uity nf Camhringe

Agenda Item #18

IN CITY COUNCIL

May 14, 1990

ORDERED: That the City Council go on record accepting the provisions of
Chapter 213 of the Acts of 1989 the same being "AN ACT
AUTHORIZING CITIES AND TOWNS TO PENALIZE THOSE WHO ABANDON

MOTOR VEHICLES".

In City Council May 14,.1990.

Adopted by a yea and nay vote:-

Yeas 9; Nays 0; Absent 0.

Attest:- John E. Flynn, Deputy City Clerk.

A true copy; _J:Zx~:::::>
/ —
ATTEST:- JQQD €. C

John E. Flynn, Deputy City Clerk.
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IN CITY COUNCIL

May 14, 1990

ORDERED: That the City Council go on record accepting the provisions of
Chapter 213 of the Acts of 1989 the same being "AN ACT
AUTHORIZING CITIES AND TOWNS TO PENALIZE THOSE WHO ABANDON

MOTOR VEHICLES",

In City Council May 14, 1990.

Adopted by a yea and nay vote:-

Yeas 9; Nays 0; Absent 0.

Attest:- John E. Flynn, Deputy City Clerk.

A true copy; ' QXD
, 1 7 =
ATTEST:-  JoldD € C

John E. Flynn, Deputy City Clerk.
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139
TEL. 498-9011
FAX.868-8159

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
ROBERT W. HEALY
City Manager

RICHARD C. ROSSI
Deputy City Manager

May 14, 1990

To The Honorable, The City Council:

Attached is a request for the adoption of the provisioﬂs of MGL Chapter
213 of the Acts of 1989, "An Act Authorizing Cities and Towns to Penalize
Those Who Abandon Motor Vehicles", which amends Chapter 90, Section 273,
received by the Department of Traffic & Parking.

Very tru ours,

Robert W. Healy
City Manager

RWH/mev
enclosure
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Acceptance of the provisions of Chapter
213 of the Acts of 1989 entitled “AN ACT
AUTHORIZING CITIES AND TOWNS TO PENALIZE
THOSE WHO ABANDON MOTOR VEHICLES".

In Clty Counc11
May 14, 1990
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