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Ftom: Lois Obcrlander [lbocjlm$@wor|dnet~att.net]0
Q

'g, Sent:
.

Tuesday, july 23, 2002 4:06 PM
i "To: C()uncil@Cl-Cambridge.MA.US

Subject: traiii track cmssing
0

0
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i was trcrveling out of the Fresh PoIid ahc)pping strip parking area. Izcas
.

Vexiting the rear exit 'C:dE the parking l'ot, near the Loevi' s cinema. ihave
Czc.veled thic way many times , crossing the railroad track, and notthinkiiig
tmch about the fact that it was a railrccd track~t(. .

.Today, the car aiieaci oil me stopped, as did i, becau$3e a train was '

corning ~

Thi3 uight seem unremarkable news ;. hoa'ever, there is no 6ign warning " '"

cara of
tb.e railroad crossing, nor is there a railroad stop eign (the lights ·

that ·

bZink red on one side ind then the other) , tUling traffic to stop.]"kis
seems to be an unneceegary hazard, eg3pecially in light oE che fact thatthe
IJOCit" s cinema draws a crowd of children and teenagers because of therLature

» ", ,
.em\
% Pof their movie cho1ceEl
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.::... .: C='I may be over-reacting, but the mother of one OF my Eriends was killee!'=' ='l;!:en
i7."" ' ' c--

' ·tier car wEtS struck by a train. TFis circtimstances were siluilar inuof&yi ' e
~a5 '

"?'° "" -r<)
0 · L · "t!'~ertz wae no sj gnage arid no lights to warn oncoming cars of the train.>,-'- U"1

e" ~,
L . ,·
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·T-iToday is the first day :i 've ever seen a train on this track, i3o if thiji
.

." uis a
= M. >J) °rarely used track, then perhape nothing is needed- However, it this iEj; ; .

F

+"\:oinir.c.nly
used track, it seems to me that it is quite unsafe. Z7 m

0

P

LCJA3 Coridie, citizen oE Cadbridge
P617-576-6996
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iN CITY COUNCIL

July 29, 2002

COUNCILLOR TOOMEY
VICE MAYOR DAVIS
COUNCILLOR DECKER
COUNCILLOR GALLUCCIO
COUNCILLOR MAHER
COUNCILLOR MURPHY
COUNCILLOR REEVES
COUNCILLOR SIMMONS
MAYOR SULLIVAN

WHEREAS: The train track at the New Street exit to the Fresh Pond Shopping Center is apparently
still used occasionally, although it is not clear how often (see attached
letter); and

WHEREAS: Many residents assume that the track is not in use, and there is no sign warning of a
railroad crossing; now therefore be it

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to confer with the Director of Traffic,
Parking and Transportation, the MBTA and any other appropriate staff andlor agency to
determine how often the tracks are used and to install signage and/or warning lights
appropriate to the level of usage.

In City Council July 29, 2002.
Adoptedby the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. MargaretDrury, City Clerk.

A true copy; """" '"·':'
attest:-

X9 )na"dd ' ' 77
D. MargaretDrury

City Clerk
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ORDER # 22

-- · Requesting the City Manager to
confer with the Director of Traffic,
Parking and Transportation, the

. MBTA and any other appropriate
. ·

"' .'" staff and/or agency to determine
how often the train tracks at Fresh
Pond Shopping Center are used
and to install signage and/or

. ,. warning lights appropriate to the
level of usage.
Councillor Toomey
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In City Council July 29, 2002

ORDER ADOPTED.




