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To: the honorable members of the Cambridge School Committee
From: Anne Strona., ftor Cambridae Youth Soccer

We were dismaved to learn vyesterdavy {(Jan. 26, at a meeting
with Jim Conrv and Paul Rvyder) that vour committee recently
adopted a new policy terminatina --after this vear, anvwavy--
vour traditdional bpractice of "waivina " custodial fees for use
of scheol builainas bv communitv non-profit grouos.

Campridage Youth Soccer., which serves well over 500 Cambridae
vounasters plaving on 4y teams. is in need of some weekend indoor
agym time durina the seven or eiaht weeks preceedinag the start of
our outdaoor season on Apbril 7-8 -- to conduct skills clinics and
to enable the varicus teams to work out together a couple of
times before thelir first games.

The Recreation Dept. can aive us 1 1/Z2 hours of its time 'in
the CRL3 Field House Sundav afternoons, but feels that that Iis
all it can spare for a non-revenue-generating activity. This gym
time will accomodate about one-third of our need, and we are thus
regquestina that the School Department again help us with the
remainder, as you so denerously did last vear.

After this season, we assure vou that we will revise our ap-
proach to tundina this need for gym time, but we really need vour
help for the immediate tuture. In order to make soccer available
to children frxrom all backgrounds, we have kept the fees we charge
as low as possible. and we would have qreat ditficulty meeting
this additional expense on such short notice.

'he specifics of what we are requestinag are as follows:
tor the seven Sundays beainnina Feb. 18th and continuing throuah
April 1, .

1 1/2 hours at the Field House, from 5 to 6:30 om, and
2 1/2 hours at a large avm such as the Fitzagerald.

We are more than willina to tack onto times that the cus-
odian is alreadyv there in order to keeo the cost down. By my es-
timate, the cost for our reauest would be about $200 for the
Field House and $400 for the elementary school aym.

I shall be at vour Feb. 6th meeting by 8:15 pm in case you
need anv fturther information that I can provide. Our thanks for
yvour careful consideration of this request.

Sincerely, %
Anne Strong, fO:V\Q\
Cambridae Youth Soccer
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Comm. from Anne Strong, Cambridge Youth
Soccer, in opposition to the practice
of "waiving" custodial fees for use of
school buildings by community non-profit
groups.

In City Council,
Feb. 12, 1990
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