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Proposed Amendment to the Cambridge Historical Comnission Ordinance

"," 'Be it ordained by the City Council of Cambridge as fcjlows:
' 2

'

Chapter Two entitled "Administration" is hereby amended by

adding at the end of Section 2-1U6 the'following paragraph:
"

2. There is further establish-ed under the provisions of the
Historic Districts Act (H.G.L. Ch. uoc) a Fort Washington

Historic District consisting of Fort Washington Park and
'

an additional area as shown on the map entitled "Fort
"

Washington Historic District, 1981" attached to and made

,
a part of this ordinance.

"f

t

September :ii, 1981
Cambridge Historical Coinmission
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/
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© Cambridge Historical Commission
City "Hall Annex, 57 Ihman Screec, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 02139. 617/498-9040

Robert G. Neiley, Chairman; William B. King, Vice Cbatrman; Charles M. Sullivan, Executire Director.r
HlsroE

Dw ight H. Andrews; Arthur H. Brooks, J'.; James F. Clapp, J'.; Charles W. Eliot, 2d; Joseph G. Sakey; Commission Members.
"roMMlsslo: John Lyons, Geneva T. Malenfanc. Frances Pierce, Alternates.

September 11, 1981

To the Honorable, The City Council:
The Ca@ridge Historical Comnission herewith respectfullysubmits, pursuant to the Historic Districts Act (Massachusetts
General Laws , Chapter uoc) and the Cambridge HistoricalCommission Ordinance , its Final Report on the Proposed
Fort Washington Historic District. This report containsfor your consideration an amendment to the City Code
establishing such a district, a proposal which has been
endorsed by the Cambridge Historical Commission, theMassachusetts Historical Comnission and the Cambridge ,Planning Board.

Sincerely yours ,

iz,ttjz E 4

Robert G. Neile
Chairman

RGN/pb
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Martin Annis American Science and Engineering, Inc.
.President 955 Massachusetts Avenue

ICambridge, Massachusetts 02139
6"868-'600

REcEIvEn
~

July 29, 1981 JUL 2 9 1981.

CAMBRIDGE H|STOR|CAL COMMISSION
'

"

,

By
' Charles M. Sullivan, Executive Director " '

"
I

Cambridge Historical Commissioiz
City Hall Annex
57 Inman Street
Cambridge, MA 02139

.

,,

G

_
Re: Proposed Fort Washington Historic District

.

0

Dear Mr . Sullivan:

Some time ago you had written to us concerning the proposal
- that a Fort Washington historic district be established.

We have reviewed a copy of your preliminary report on that
.

proposal and we have been notif led of the Public Hearing
to be held on July 30th concerning the matter.

. I
L

We are writing at this time to indicate our" agreement withthe proposal as outlined in your preliminary report and
with the goal of ensuring a proper setting for historicFort Washington. As you know, we at AS&E have made every

e

attempt' to take the importance of this. historic site intoaccount in the planning and design of our renovation to theSt . Johnsbury building .
'

t

Please register our support for your proposal at the Hearing
to 'be held this coming Thursday and we will be grateful ifyou will keep us a.pprised of the progress of your proposal.

Warmest regards ,
q

.V

rdaEt»m~ r

..

MA/mbj

g

.

]
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recened.
I

june 11, 1981
JUN j9 '|';8:

Mr . Charles Sullivan, Executive Director cambridge historical commission

Cambridge Historic Commission 'y
City Hall Annex
5,7 Inman Street
Cambridge, MA 02139

Dear Mr . Sullivan:
The Planning Board of the City of Cambridge has receivedand considered a document entitled "Preliiainary Report onthe Proposed Fort Washington Historic District!' as requiredby Chapter 40C of the Massachusetts General Law.

The Planning Board strongly endorses the establishment ofthe Fort Washington Historic District as outlined in the abovereferenced document. Such a district would be consisent withthe best interests of both the City as a whole and the Cambr idge-port neighbor-hood within which it is located.
After a two year comprChensive review and analysis of the futuredevelopment needs of the Cambridgeport Industrial District,the Planning Board has recommended to the City Council that aspart of a complete rezoning of the area, a special zoning districtbe established around Fort Washington.

Coterminus with the recommended historic district boundaries ,this special zoning district is intended, within the limitedauthority of the zoning enabling statutes, to achieve the sameobjectives as the historic district, namely to ensure that anyfuture development in the vicinity of Fort Washington is compat-ible with and enhances the park' s historic and aethetic values.
A special zoning district is an important means of protectingthe park; historic designation however will more completely
ensure the park's long-term protection.

Respectfully submitted
' ¢z·t e;¥l:anni Board,

.m
&Lcp~

Arthur C. Parrts
Chairman

ACP :s1

,
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:: COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
ninn v Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACH US ETTS 294 Washington Street
H ISTO R ICAL Bo'ton, Massachusetts

02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLYCO M MlSSlO N 617-727-8470 Secreta-y nf State
RECEIVER

a

'JUL 28 1981
July 23, 1981

CAMBRIDGEHISTORICALCOMMISSION

8)'

Charles Sullivan, Executive Director
Historic District Study Committee
Cambridge Historical Commission
City Hall Annex
57 Inman Street
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139

Dear Mr. Sullivan:

On jme 10, 1981, the Massachusetts Historical Commission endorsed the
proposed Fourt Washington historic district in Cambridge. As you proba-bljr know, such an endorsement must be followed by town meeting approvaland subsequent notification of the Masssachusetts Historical Commission

office' for an-area to become a local historic district.
The Mdssachusetts Historical Comnission is most curious abQut the current
status of the historic district study within your commity. It would be
most appreciated if you could complete and return the enclosed form as soon
as possible so that we may know how your work is going. Thank you for yourtime and consideration in this matter.

Please do not hesitate to call if we can be of any assistance.

Sincerely,
/7 _ ,

,

"":"L (:)L:'.

,. .n. .^J · / Ud (.ti~,
'

' th S. Kessler
Program Assistant
Massachusetts Historical Comnission

JSL/dmi
encl.

,~
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I. The Proposed Fort Washington Historic District

The Proposed Fort Washington Historic District includes
the 0.97 acre park of that name plus an additional area within
100 feet of the park boundaries on the north, south and west
and a corridor 50 feet wide extending to Vassar Street, 25

feet to each side of the center axis, totalling 3.q7 acres.
This protective zone includes portions of vacant lots on the
north, sOuth and east of the park, part of the former truck
terminal of the St. Johnsbury Trucking Company, and railroad
rights"-of-way occupied by the Consolidated Rail Corporation
(Conrail) and the Stimpson Terminal Company. This area is
now the focus of considerable,development plans, and the purpose
of the proposed district is to protect the park and its environs
from inappropriate future development. No existing buildings
are located within the district, but future construction will
be guided to protect the light, air, and architectural surroundings
of the park, especially its open "field of fire" to the, river.
The proposed district will at no time regulate the ,u,s.e. of
existing or future buildings surrounding the park.
A. HiStOrical Brief

Fort Washington, now a public park on Waverly Street in
an industrial area of Cambridgeport, was erected at the direction
of General Washington 99uring the Siege of Boston. One of
several forts erected by the Continental Army at the time, it &̂

is now the only fortification from the Siege of Boston still
retaining its original earthworks. It was recorded by the

Historic American Buildings Survey of the National Park Service

in 193U, and was placed on the National Register of Historic Places

in 1970.
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After the Battles of Concord and Lexington and Bunker

Hill, the British retreated to Boston and Washington.determined

to encircle the town with fortifications. In his report to
the Continental Congress on November 28, 1775, Washington

W"rote:

I have caused two half-moon batteries to be thrown
up, for occasional use, between Lechmere's Pointand the mouth of Cambridge River, and another work
at the Causey Icauseway] going to Lechmere's Point,to command that pass, and rake the little rivuletthat runs by it to Patterson's Fort. Besides
these, r have

...
marked out three places between

Sewall's Point and our lines on Roxbury Neck, forworks to be thrown up, and occasionally manned, incase of a sortie when the bay gets froze. .

At the time Fort Washington was erected, it stood on the
edge of the Charles River overlooking the Back Bay (then an open
Eiody" of water] and the Boston Neck, and was surrounded on three
sides.6y"narsh. and water. It consisted of an embankment in
the form of a half-circle 120 feet in diameter, with openings

for three light field pieces and a water-filled ditch in front
frcun which the earth was excavated. There is no record that
the fort partiCipated in an engagement.

For sixty years after the Revolution, the fortifications
lay abandoned in the marshes on the Charles, well apart from
the settled parts of Cambridge and facing the unfilled flats of
Boston's Back BaT. The development of turnpikes and bridges
between Cambridge and Boston left the area untouched, and most

of the peninsula Below Central Square remained undeveloped and

in the hands of the Dana family until the 1850s. In 1838, the 2

family hired Alexander Wadsworth, surveyor of Mount Auburn
Cemetery, to lay out a residential subdivision to be known as

Pine Gro"ve. Wadsworth's plan for the fort envisioned an oval

- 3 -



4

0 ' j

V "° YA~Y iST: ':

gt S"
?

. 30. . o

§j
,

" ""' ' "

---- - a t.
LJ·-------

- --·'- ' " ""· " "

,g
! 3"' "

). 'i";" ")" '

.
J , ·

' ' t

i

i

3

: . "

t
,

.I

0

_.
; ; '

"
¢ef' =' :

V m
g;

"
jj¢"'

.
' 3

I · q
- ;

-L
_¶

' ' '
. t

g "
· 3

. t1

-
,EK :
*

m i-
'\

,

!

-4 ' "'ad oL ¥ ,
)

, '
A, , ·, ./ :

" ' , · ' Z
S

Ct: ! i'
/YtS~G7"M"ASW/'UEjVASS~

:T lV 7

"
I i

d
i ;" FORT G O 17 5 )

t "
'

'

""

ii,.
V

, ·' L 23.3 3¶.ft. ' :-
- &

i
b

4
0

, ' r
. ,

,
',, " ,.

: i :

d

- 9 _— § " ,
"

,

, /' '
t

i

,
qg

"\
: V /j¶ I ,

\
,J , . y'

j Sq d -- " " "
' jjl

1° !' "\O\ " ' -" Q
T

I ' "
>0"

,0""

,
' ""< .. >K^

" ,,5' ""Y'~ ' .j-O"" :'

:l:t'l' ""9~ '"g_ . ~em"
3'

,

"

~" "—D— - - « "~"' ,

._' '

u

P
L
G

tS
t
F

/{j' "
· i

- -. F

-) "%'j"?"

j>
""'"" "

i
O BvL '

·- ,. ..
"

hq
t<umc<9~ " 'L"'*.,,©'

'

, ,
.

!
1

.

, ,
^0

, !"p"Eqm"M

,2 Plan of
Fo: "

'
'Yi-

.

. _
. Washington Park, ~,~,1C.1860. Office of

the Canibridge City
Engineer.

.

iP



,..

t

'P

0

·

a

.

P

..

0

b

e
t0

"
"

0

0
' P

0
" V

.
.

0

B

.

.

0

.
P

.k

.
.

b

0

0
D. 0~

. .

.
. .

,

0

.
V

0

..

0

.

,
P

· ' '

b
»

.

.

.
P

0

.~ . ·

. . ~ 0 ~ ~ . · · · " '

, — m + b _

. 6

~ ~ W + ~ g . . m . ~ 6 ~ 0 D W ~ 0 W m
.

~ % 6 " ~

D

e · '

. 0 ~ 0 0 . ~ · "
·+© " ' m ~ 0 6 D 0 ,

" + " - T

.
W 6 V ~ — · 0

~ . + ~§ +0
. ¶mm~ ~ · D © © ~ +

0 W

0 0 W . ~ P W

· U ~ T m W V

. a m 0 m

r . . . ~ . ~ . ~ " · ·
W ·. ~ > ~ · . - m e + · © W m ·" 0 e +W · + © & - '· D

· g . ·0 + P — PO

m e _ . , ^ m

r
. . . , ~ . + , · E ~ · -

P 01·

~ + ~ g + ~ · ~ ~ W

~ -~ -m - · · +e

.
. . . W ~ O ~ ,

~pr m .@ . ^ mp . · . . . . . + + W · 0 0

§ + · +~ a m m
. a 0 · p .

P ~ V V m · — ~ ~ « p — W · 0 m 0 ~ 0 0 © W ~ W

.O ~ —

D. m p ~ W ~ ~ 0 · W

· ' + W 0 ~ · - ~ m 6 + ^ 0 W

"
W ~ + V W 0 ~ .

O e . + . 0 . 0 · D

. V · + · « ' · ~ ~ · m m ~ . % .
g 0 p . · 0 0 p

.

m ~
O

. = ~ · · · ~ > ~ ~ m e W ~ W " m

.
~ ' · 0 · m ~ ~ . W ' ,

W m ~ + . + + . % W — ~ · + 0 + e @ - . e · D

· + ·W 0 · · · -. + ~ 0 - " " " · 0 ~ · — · - W+0-
m

W·
W W

m , ~ · + . + ~ ~ W W · ·0 PO · ~ m 0 . m m . . m ~ W . 6 ~
0 e -+ · ~ ~ + mo b ,

- ~ m ~ 0 W m + · -

.
.

+ · W .

D + W

~ 0 - — " r + » W ~ ~ · ^ " m — ~ · · m · a
0 %

~ .
m · . p § W " · ^ ~· P — m . — ~ · · . ~ ~ m 0 W . ~ + O p + W a m + + — ~ ~ + · W q

p O

W — · + 0 e · + p m 0

·
~ 0

m . . + ~ P — · · ~ 0 — —

~ ~ ~m . m m A · W - ~ ·

.
D

· W

. - 0 — @ O 0 —

~ ~ · · - . ~ . + D

+

" " " " " " "=" "
.

" " ' " " " " " """"" """ W . _ . . _ . _
'

. ~ : " " ' "_ " : . _ , . —
" . " · · . -m - W — P . + - - +~ W . —

— B · ~· - ~ · · + · ~

'
m

. ' — ~ - · D. — +.—~ + . W
W 0 ·

- ~ - ~ e m m + — · · ~ 0 W — · — a P 0 W

0 " + V - · . ~ ~ a . + W

~
— .W V 0 · a ,

b m * . · W m 0 . - 0 + ~ e · 0 ~ m · e qP q

~ 0 © · ' m . =" " ' "

+ ~ m ~ ~ ~ m ~ ~ · ~ + m . - ~ · e 6 W ~
— 0 ~ · ~ m

0 . . e m

·
m e · ~ m " · - m "p

. .
V · · · ~ · 0 + e · + W · - W 0 · -

— . ·~ W ·0 . 0 0 " ~ - « + . W % · ~ D
. K W · + 0 wm - ~ . & . mm . D. e - . 0 + © + O + 9 · WW

e~ ~ ·

~ ~ O . § + "p
" ' ~

.
-

.
~ + p 0 · m . O P O @ m . W —

. 0 e - · e © · ~ W · O

. O !© ~ . W ~ ~ m · ~ . W ~ · . » —

.
V W D · ~ ~ 0

" ~. · - ~ © · · W
"

~m

O · · < ~ u — ·

m ~ ·- e . ·m m e ~ W · - " 0 W + — +e ~ t . . ~ . ~ O

~ V ·

+ " ~ · - "+ 0

· ~ ~ +W · + · V ¥ " — W · ' ~ . W V m . · . ~ - Q p ~ + ~ 00 © 0 + · ~ e ~ +

. . · H ~ m~ JTT " 0 ~ e 0 © ~ a ~ ~ "

_ . _ ± 0 T

m · 0 . H W~ ~ . ~ ~ . ~ ~ . · · W

. q

~ · · . · + ~ —— 0 - . + ~ · e~ W

+ m 0 . W 0 ~

0 · + ~ · · · ~ ~ —· · m O + 0 ~ q © W · · m O . ~ · +
. .f " " ·" ~ —

. O " W 6 " " " " F — · D % —== - + 0 ~ ~ ~

'
W. O . W

·
· m + m p ~ ~ . e ~ " ~ ~ · - " 0 ·

-~ 9

,
· . .~ - r K . m- ~ 0€. e~ 9

— ~ — . ·

.
. J . " — " ~ +< · ~ · · 0 —

~ ·, . 0 ~ e· + 6© + ~ -

+ · ·

· — m - ' " 0 — - · · · - · >~ + ·< ©~~ . m . .

_ e . .

D W · ~ —

·
· ~ ~ e ©e~

·
_"

~,

" ·~ ~ · ' W " · · . ~ m + m — ^ · ~ · ^ W W

' ~+ — - · + . 0 6 — - + V-~ ~ W
· . . "===

"
~ _ , . m ~ ~ .

— - · . m + — · · a ~ ~ 6 · m. ~ . — — e · · W " · ~ W

· W 0 N ~
. e - .' . D 9 © — — O W 4 W + W · . ~ 0 ~

+ W ~ W W ~ " W + ~ + ' " > ~ ~

. ~ +
· e - ~ ~ . . · . . + ~ - + ~ 0 0 W B m % m P + ~ + W 0 ~0 · 6 + . ~ " W W ~ ~ e © W . 0

P

« W

W 0 · — + — · . 0 + © ·~ — ~ m ~ m ~ · - ~ · ~ ~ ~ + P + e § e
u > , . "

· 0 · W 0 O · a b

e " ~ W · .

~ , W
N ~ .

· + P — · + + . . ·

· · ~ %r - ~ ~ 0 0 - t ~ " · · ·

.
~e .

—

+ —
. e ~ .

. · 0 ~ m - , 0 ~ m - · · ~

e · 6 , + ~ · ' · ~ ~ * ~ ~ -

'
u — .

" ~ +· W " ~ + p · · . © + r W .
' + · · . + ~ + 0 · m

I

-
'

m 0 · · V + W ~ ~ © — W 0 m ~
0 · . · ~ H ~ · " ~ © — O e - ~ ~ O © . 0 W · · D % ~ · . . ~ · - O % O

§
~ .~

Km'
W " r + ~ 0 . —

~ ~ — · + W · .
0

0 0 ~ ++ m ,
B

— .
0 * e · 0 W m

. . ^ 6 ~ e + 0 . a - E e ~ · 00 + - . ~ · · W - b . . . · ~ — ~ ~ 00 © - .F «~ pp · W D +

" "
'

F . P — " . e . .

- · " 0 0 0 . — 0 © 0 . 0 · · D W . + m · 0 « ~~ r ~ ~

~ . m · ·

~ · . ~ · © D — « - + ·

- · 1 . W + ~ . · ~ ~ - D e ©

,_ _ . - · m ~ · · . . 0 —

. ~

X ~ F · "
~ ·

m
, D — ·

. . . 0
O

t m · °

~ ~ — V · ~ ~ " m ~ 0
0 · " m

* W W

m ~ C

W

- +

_ . .
m d

~

0 ~ W W p

~ · + m " ~ W · =·
' "

. W

. . + "
. , W 0 · K

~
© ~ a - · © % P m - W - ~ " m P " 0 — + + ~ ~

· 0 · % + ~ · ~ ~ - . — · + + ~7==
I

6 ~ W "
- · . ·

"

© . - . " " " " " ' " W " · qP

+ — - · " —
,

· ~ ± W W—

% · D

. f ~ . " D —

.
W © · . -~ · — · —

+ ~
· I

" · · . · " ~ "

. . O · — — ~ 0 . ~ B + + m
— m W ~ " · ~ ~ . ' ·

' 0 · ~ —

~ + H + ~" · - W " + 0
- ~ · ~ r G — " " . + . p W ~

« · ~ " · — + m ~ ~ ~ 0 · + · " e ' " " - ·V . + ~ " W " · © 0 VO e ' 0 . . ~ ~

. m ~ W - . 00 ~ m " · . ·

. m ~

—W W

, . _ "

" ~ · m · · H . ~

0 .^ · + 0 . . · - + ~ W · - + +~ + ~ _ 0
m ~~ . W = r ~= "

.
~~ · . d " — " · . 0 . m+

· - · ~ V —

~ ~ ~ m ~ m

+ " ' " - ·
B 0 W ' " - — — + . ~ + · ©

" · W ~ + ~
—

_ +

.
—

· 0 "
_ . ·

· a · p

" ~ m " ·

~ · ·

0 e m —

. ' — · ~ ~ ~ := - >

"
— " " ~ , ' W

— W W — ~ ~- » m · 0 ~ ~ W

e ·

~ +e

0 ~ 0 · . ~ · ~ + · ~

· " "
'

0 ~D@ ~ + D

W W

. " ~ ~ - 0

— · m · W ~ · ~ " " "_' ~ ~ ""m
_ ~ ' ~ " , _'

" '

"" = = " " " + — " " " m ·

· " " P . · · ~ 6 . . ~ ~ —

. . ~ e ^ ~ " " ·

~
m < " W '

"
~ H m · W

~ m ' " " ~ " " "

. " "

+ ~ ~ ~ + ~ ~ "p _
" ·

- " ~ §

-
O · · m U 6 - · + " " " - - — -

©

D

. · W ~ · p

+ ~ · + · W

· "
.

" ·

= " —
+ 0

. 0 ' D

+ . . 0 0 ~ W +

- · ~· W

-"
©

- ~ D W

~ W O

- W

, , ~ ~
" · - ·

.
· · W m — + - - + " " "

~ ·
+ · ·

=~ "= " "

" " =wL,T L . O

— ~ " " "G.= " 3 " " " """
"

" ' · m · " —

+ m · B m . .

'
+ - D 0

~

B . ~ ~ V e . 0 - · " ' " " " " m p — · ~ ~
0

~ + W W ·= " ~ © ~ W

m + ~ e I 6 . <== m · · · — m W

" C " · · m P O

~ + ~ e.G · P W · ~E ' "p ' · " "

~ " " " " '
—

" " '

"= " " " " "" " " " " " "" """_

" " " = ~b " "" " " " = " "" " "
-"=" " '" ' " " "

+ . 0 " C ~ W ~+ . I

r ' I

_
'

" · ~ · ~ · ~ ~ " " ~b · + + · + · - U - + m

~ + " " " "
"

" ==", " "

"
'

" '

" _
I

" "" J . ·

_ "
" m - m" : = ' :== r. © m

+ § · " " " '

m

_ . ~ + ~ m 0 . m . . , . - W · ~ W

^ W ·+ ~ m W
P ~ r +

m D ·

. · ~ +· · 0 W ~ m . e ~W

" '

W
j:. ~ ·

N · " · — a .· —

D m
~ - —

· - " F · " ~ W

" " " + —

+ wm m " · W ~ " m

" " " " : + F P 0 " " :=±' , " " ' ~ "m=== " - " · — —

"" " ="
_

" " "
© ·

+ " " B"
· ~ m m · m" ~ W " I

m ! ~ .
— 0

" m 0

.

_
, · - —

~ ~ + ·
© + "

- · B +

I

-

+V W ~ r " " " — V

+ " · ©" t = ~ O

e ·0 _ .
" " ~ - m · · . + . . — ~

W O

. . . · ~ _ ~ . " V _
+ m — m · · 0 · m t+ :m p m " ·

— ~ . . + ~ · © m - - · . O m

g + . · · . ~ ~ .- V · 0 0 ~ > . . . m " " ' W ~ W 0_
+ 6 " ~" " . " · ~ f - W — · V - — p · W —" " . — + 0 ·

· + ·

~ , + + " · — ~ - .W

· V~ 0 ~ 0 W — © . — O
· · + . _ " —

. .

~
—

. W . · D 0 ~ + · · + ~ · m ~ + 0 · ~ ~ + - - ± m e V e ~ « · 0 ~ · .

' m —
U D

+'. + _ _ wq
— - — - " © - - " - ^ .

+
· ·, u 6QY

i · -- O " —
I "" " "

" '
' · I

'-
— . . ·~ - ~. © +

0

—# — 0 m b . . . W ~ C

Y . W — — . mm ~
: m 0 W I m -

.
U " == " · B -

_ - ~ · - µ jo · · W —.

"""_" "" — .
W ^ - · ~ - · a - · . m · . - + · — m ~ - — · ~ . m O · . . - — +

h

+ -~ qw ~ 0 " . , · W 0 + O · 0 * ~ " ©

" " " " " " " "
~ . , _

"' f "" ·
or'h " ~J _ - ;y""""" m — " °° " "

' "

_
· m

P 0
" '

, e
'

_
D · . · " 0 —

- ~ ~ · e · ~ P i 0 + " · O rb 6 O
~ "

0

+ e

·

+ . ~ 0 0 "
0

W

~ "
» , , 6 ~ — " + · — e · 0 0 6 0 0 0

' m
6 : 0 0

_
·

" 00 ~ 0 0 m· t.
.. ··· P" ' ' '°' " ' ""' '

1.01 "" " R ""t ·- " " ' '
· · °'

. .
.

· · ,·· .
·

. .. , ,+ L °°"
t

""C" ": ,W"j¶ -' '" ' :iu 0, · ':' ;.o
,, ,, .

0=,
"' ' - "°" ·"! ·' " ·.q ' 86 " i "' It

· , V
, "

B ? 0
.

' k= u

_ - - ...,. .... .. -. ° ·' ' °·"' ' "" ° '° '> -",' ai'":., '.
·

.., ,Jb, ':,"- :'En;t:"4
i '" .;; ':. ,. . . ..

":-
., - .

,'::." '

M t= ·. "" ' °' ""' ·,:"'
= _

'::...

:ZL,b " 0 " ' rD~^ O··~ · ·""m^qm4m
_ _' wu 6a ' .J08 - El =_ .. _ 4" om~ n W" " " jt " U

y .

_ - " ' " r==== '"""" "" .— jj . ! - - - - ..- .

-
·

_ - ' "T :j,a ." m
?= " " " " : "J ""r " ~ " ° qmjk—

w -
m

~ - =
0 3 4 '

— - -
_

_ · m b"""" " " = 0 ~: ~· I " " " T r ~
"T : : "" ' 6

— .

_ . .
'

'

" C

_ ~ © 0 · . ?'

D

© · " — . — ~ m ~ ~ . ~ 0 e W
- © 0 " . D D "

'

p p + " " W ~

, e · m ' . t :J —
~ " " " " " " "

. ,
' ¶* % ,r "U =" " ' g 6 . :< - " "" L m · " '

_
, - . - · —

_ , . , . ,
©

D
.. , , . + ·

. . ,
.

bb^ .
· D , - "5=.' ?-~Lm=

I " " "

"" " "" '
" "" " "" " "

"
'" " " " " ' '

' ""=
$

_=="
" " ' "

" "
W

"V
"r " " + ·

" " " " " " "
'

' " " " ' " " " ' " " " '

~ -
, = "'" —=-.' """" -—- "=-.— -' - - — %

:_ -='S=== ¶:=±=' ,1 ' i::=m=4&~uF~^=F" "' _ ' "-." · " " ' " F"""" "
" " -- -- =¥_" == / j " " Z=

· + W

""~ ' g . m r r 4 . » · ~ ~' " " " " " " "" " "
F

-
.

W

— W ~'7_ ' "
,

_ _
\

\
W

p Dp

" '
, i

0 0 %

. a

¢1'
D

_
. .

1/ '!9' " "EE"
m

- " -

\
" ""

"

"
' r% ~

" -
"T "" I —

.
D I

' ' -Yb "
. 2

.
' " -r=_ ==~, m

I

I

-

j
' "' "

_
q

-
' 4

1|

I "rm~ |l| 1

\ Z. " =3
m ~

~ e m

'

" "" " WI

«

" ~ " ~
0 < ~

' V .

"
m

. \ 6 m ~

" " : .==L="m" + ·

'_ i
I

q—j j=5FE=" I \

_ _
" — =_=

° " - -
p _ ; " " "" " "

6

~ j
—

" " "& " " i'

r _ i / i Ij

1

+_
'.

' 7
. --H- ,=µt= '!J". ": " ·-""'— " "

==_ _ ,===
. _

-" ".=- "= .L. " ' g

-
, _ .

: ' = . .. _ -4
,

"

|| m - .

jl
I \

( \ " '"' " '

-
"1_ -". =±-= J_J-

_ -t :-.
:E='- :'ih',i

, It :
. "=..' .± ±-«'Z

'L

,- .:
-

"="Z,E="""7""==_ '
.

N

l " ~Z_L_
-_ua%%E

-: -
.::yi":":"i,E;Tm""-".".--

,
.j_

:. "

-' ' ±"—%>"=" "fm"=='YF-"' !
==;,-.r_=- ° w,±±=" =%:fm-:-_,_.-=.AA=,

,^
""""=>2 +:"&e: ·

" ~
qe""

~ "T " '

,

_
I

_
.

_ " :T" — _ " " " " "" " Lr= =' " " " " O
— "

_ " " = - m ' " " = " " " " " "

" " ="" " " 0 " " "

W_ " " " " "T~= " " "-=: "- "= '" : - " " " L=" "

_
" " " "' " ="=

· " " '

I ""="= "
K O

, : " " " "

'

" " " "

T " e ~ " °

" 1,
+

6 8 " ·

+ W

m .

" bo ' 1 d ' n ' t : .
m ~ "

. + C +
= ~ e

r r J"
_

"

S 6

_

!

,
,

,

,-
" i 7|

,
"

. ji

A " g"" : -

"

{ ·

_

" '-T
. - [ t , - _

-" 4±. +-
m

m

" "
" "= I V _

"
"

' "' ' "
'" "_" - ' " """ ='"i""=0 ·

·
1 0

. .
L e · 0 b " ·

0 O D 0"6
. · ~ " "

-
—

P 0 0 D 0 . . b . -

, ,

' " " 1
I q

~ W W

, W e ~ 0" ,,0"¥" . . . ,
+

. : a
.

_

_
' '

_
.

-_T
~

"
~

· ~ n U

~ mm, 3 " ~ = .

_ , ~

· % " + 0 -

~ · 0 - © - + ·· F

'

" W - —

. + $ ~ ~ +
W + m .

" '

=~-~~=Z " "~' ". " a;T"m' m: =._ '_ · - — - —

_ . " " · " " " ,
"

"

..,
N.U

.
.

. , 4 ~ K - '
- © W .

. + ·

L I +

P

~ ,

"

" _ ~. + r ' ~ . . ^ · + - - D ~ e _ .

"
" b

T + m . b

" > - " + W
m

- , ~ © - 0 " . . · _ m
. " ~ ~ H .

, . e ~ "

" =" "+ ="" — — W .==~~ " '

+ I I

I "
,

_ "
a"&j< ' ?jT "

P =~ _==" " "

_ _ _
' " ·" " '

'

~ J +

'"
" ~ + L N

" " +
W .

. . W=" m"";4 .k J " ' "a &9."0=="7
=_

' — .i6:J

_ =.=
~ D " '"

, =
" " " " "" " "

_ " _"
" m ~ e _ O ,

W m ~ . ~ + m ~
. ,

' "" ' "" E2 .
Jld" " " '" " ." ~ + - "" "' " "" " ' " " " " " "" " " "

' ' I

" · ' e ' · + + W p W

§ _ "

" m ·
W " " " ~ ' . m, >

.
, — m .

. a~
~ " "

~ ± © . ," i~"=== "~. .LL -
. I " "^="-~ =m- ===— - 6 =Z+"-=" "-

"===" " "' ° " ~ " ' " " '" " """" " "

"" " -"- -" "
. ·. . " '

_ _ __ :. = "=:" "

,"
' =-

qm ' —

. ~ 0 " + D ~ · e ~ m ~ ~ ,

,

" '

_ " "

_
- ~ L3r I

" ~ — - " " ' ' " ' " "

"" " " " " " ' " " " ' '

" ' " " "

"
" " '

" "" "" — ""m_ .- I - - " '
'

" "" - . "" "" m.-m ".-=== "" "

—= · -— -== ·
" "'" = F "

"

"
" "" " "" " '-

-"

-
'

" "
, : · :_:_ -" ·

· - - — — - '
, . .

' ' "&T

" _
" K " — _ —' _" ·

- ~
_ — — - - _~kj" " +

"
~ " — "

°_ 0 ' t" -- "==,«. '

- "" " "

""" °"

" " - ' ·m'r~ .m

0e ·

'

"
:== " " " "" " ~ K

" "

" "~m=~~. "
°

- ~X>-
.Q"¶2Z"j

~ ,
' "g" "" ·

D

~, _ ., U,b. m
g '" ·R> "

, . , . : ~>

.
6

'" -"->";;" KIL'BUR N -.M"!. 4 C!C ""' SC i " -" "" " "
"

.q " >= "
"°""·

"" " "
. r· ~ « ' W

,

' -~ "~·% ~- .
L " ^ - J ,._

;%7

_ ~:>b o ~· ©
-

· · - , a ..hm Id
© , ~% 0 0 0 . ' ·

.

'

, ~
3 "

.
0qP

_
W 6

.

"

'

.
"

·

.

I

'
. ,

0

.

0

.

4.

Fort 'Wa3hington
P

in 1861
P\ ,

I

,

,

'

: "¶6 a T "
d P

HW

D

h.



.

1

park to be known as Washington Square, bounded on three sides
by lots subject to severe restrictions against "nauseous or
offensive trades."

Pine Grove was not a success, however, and only two or
three houses were built facing the park. In 1856 the Grand

Junction Railroad built an embankment between the fort and

the river, cutting off a corner of Washington Square, and in
1857 the Square was conveyed to the City by the Dana heirs
to protect it against further incursions. The Commonwealth

appropriated $2,000. to improve the site, and the Secretaries
of War and Navy provided the cannon and carriages presently
located in the earthworks. The fence, and presumably the

planting, was designed by John R. Hall, a Boston architect
about who:m nothing further is known, and cast by Joel Robinson

of Cambridge for $3,350. The plan, which is illustrated,
shows the arrangement of the fence and entrances which existed
until 19-66. The only feature other than the earthworks and

cannon was a flagpole.
The continuing industrialization of the park's surroundings

led to neglect and deterioration, and by 1900 the neighborhood
was known as "g-reasey village" for the adjacent soap works.
Tn 1903 the park was restored by the City at the urging of the
local chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution.
The park was well doczmented at that time and these drawings
and photographs provided the basis of the 1976 r?storation.
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The deterioration of the park accelerated after the

St. johnsbury Trucking Company located in the area during
the 1940S. Factories on Reardon and Talbot Streets were

demolished and paving was laid up to the park fence, without
protective curbing. A11ston Street - which had given the
Cambridgeport comnunity direct access to the park - was

closed to permit construction of a trucking terminal. At
so:me point, a portion of the park land along the railroad
tracks was il1ega1lj" paved, so that the park was completely
ringed with streets and parking lots used by tractor-trailers.
Lack of adequate naneiwering room meant that the fence was

continuaii}" struck by trucks, and a misguided restoration in
1966 only hastened its deterioration. By 1975, no section of
the fence remained intact and the earthworks were eroding
-Eiadlj".

B. RestoraEion of the Park

The current appearance of Fort Washington Park is the

result of an extensive rest0ration project carried out by the
Cambridge Historical Commission between 1976 and 1978. The

purpose of the restoration was to recapture the historical
appearance of the park as developed in 1857 and to provide
physical protection against encroachment by the incompatible

activites which surround it. The estab1ishmejit of a Fort
Washington Historic District will provide further protection
through statutory regulation.

.m
G

The restoration of the park focussed on three areas:
perimeter sec:ufity, the restoration of the fence, and landscaping.

-
S
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.

*

The restoration plan was based on'the documented appearance

of the park after its previous restoration in 1903, supplemented
by an 1866 view, by drawings of the Historic American Buildings
Survey, an archeological field survey, and, field observation.

The need for perimeter security'was dictated by the

continual incursions of trucks, not by the need to restrict
pedestrian access. Because the' record of municipal maintenance
of the park is poor, any restoration"would have to be as nearly
maintenance-free as possible, especially since no additional
capital funds could be expected to "repair future damage to
the fence. Construction of a'barrier that would be proof
against damage by heayy trucks was considered an essential
part of the project, but the narrowness of Waverly Street

,

and the use by St. Johnsbury of a back-in loading operation
ineant that a barrier on that side wo'u1d either be so high
and sturdy as to Qtiscure the fence or so far into the street
as to denY St. Jolinsbury the use of the public way. Accordingly, it
was decided to relocate the fence of two sections, or 20' 10",
away" f:ro:m Waverly Street. This allowed the use of an

unobtrusive periimeter barrier of 10" by 10" timber bollards
SIX feet away from the fence, as well as a new sidewalk ten
feet wide, a higher-than-normal granite curbing, and a paving
strip of granite setts laid in concrete. Six foot wide
sidewalks with new curbing and bollards were also installed
along Talbot and Reardon Streets where none had existed before,

mCwhile access to the rear of the park was blocked and the paving
reno"ved.
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The condition of the fence was ruinous when restoration
began; it was found that not a single panel existed with

all original components intact. The 1966 restoration had

destroyed much original naterial and caused additional
deterioration of the remaining parts. Because of these

conditions and the need to relocate the Waverly Street fence,
and because changed grades in the area had brought the new

sidewalk grades to as much as 18" above the bottom rail of
the original fence, it was decided to dismantlC the original
fence, relocate the stone gate posts, and reset the granite
bases to match the new grade. Of all the original components,

only the cannon posts could be reused; all top and bottom rails and

pickets were cast from patterns made to duplicate the originals.
All traces of the miniature cannon at the pedestrian entrances
had disappeared and these sections had been filled in with
fencing; these cannon were cast from patterns made from the
HABS drawings of 1934, and the original granite sills were found

6nried under asphalt. Budget constraints dictated that only
the Waverly Street fence and gates and several panels on Talbot
and Reardon Streets could be restored. The remaining sections
of the original fence were left in place, and the original
granite bases uncovered.

Landscaping of the site mainly focussed on protecting
the earthworks fro:m futlier deterioration. An archeological
surveymade in 1975 determined that the earthworks dated from

âthe 18th century, and consisted of a core of highly organic
inarsh_ soil under a later layer of gravel and topsoil. This

protecti:ve layer had been eroded along the tops of the mounds,
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coming dangerously close to exposing the original core to
erosion. These areas were regraded and seeded, and the park's
original large elms, which succumbed to disease during the

project, were completely replaced by disease-resistent Japanese

elms. Finally, the formerly paved areas were also graded and

seeded, increasing the landscaped area of the park by twenty

per cent.

The first stage of the restoration was completed in 1978.
The barrier of timber bollards has been successful in protecting
the fence from damage, although some of the bollards themselves
have been danaged. The restored fence appears to be standing
up to the weather successfully and the,1ongterm prospects of
the park appear to be good, although completion of the

restoration is not envisioned in the forseeable future because

of the lack of funds for such projects.
C. The Need for Statutory Protection

Fort Washington exists as the sole public open-space
within the large industrial and commercial district west of
the Conrail tracks and between Massachusetts Avenue and the
Charles River. It is an isolated location, separated from
M.I.T. and the Charles River by the railroad tracks and the
warehouses along Vassar Street and from the residential
conmunity by the St. Johnsbury terminal across the former

P

line of Allston Street. It is further isolated from the
comnunity at large by a confused street pattern. It has no

mm

resident user population and lies on no present through pedestrian
or yeliicular route.

The vulnerability of the park to deterioration in the

-
8
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past was due to its isolation and industrial surroundings,
and the recent restoration project was intended to secure
the park against a hostile environment for many years to come.

Prospects for a change in the setting of the park are now

greater than theT have been in recent·history, due to the

departure of the St. Johnsbury Company and the sale of their
property to American Science G Engineering, Inc. (ASGE), for
an office headquarters and light manufacturing facility.
At the same time, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology,

owner of vacant lots facing the park on Reardon and Talbot
Streets, has begun to study the possibilities of new development
on these parcels. Finally, ASGE has pressed for pedestrian
access across the railroad tracks to the River, holding out the

prospect of generating park :visitors from the Hyatt Regency

Hotel as well as from the community.

The objectives of the Historical Commission for the
redevelopment of the Fort Washington area are to promote
developinent of the surrounding vacant lots with structures
that will create an appropriate urban setting for this former
residential square; to retain an open "field of fire" toward
the RiNer and Boston, recalling the original military purpose
of tile fort; and to develop a resident user population for
the park, whether through residential users on the surrounding
properties or through improved pedestrian connections with the

rest of Cambridgeport.
-m
€The historic district proposed by the Commission will

promote these objectMes without restricting development of
the area. The district will include the 0.97 acre park, plus

- 9
-
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an additional area of J08,U00 square feet lying within 100

feet of the park boundary on the north, south and west.
On the east, a corridor 50 feet wide on axis with the center
line of the park will extend to Vassar Street. This

perimeter zone will incorporate portions of the former St.
Johnsbury property along the northwest side of Waverly Street,
including 377 feet of the Waverly Street facade of the existing
building; portions of three vacant lots owned by M.I.T.
west of the Conrail tracks; a section of the Conrail right-
of-way; and portions of two lots east of the tracks, also
owned by M.I.T. Also included are Talbot and Reardon Streets
in their entirety, and portions of Waverly and Anglim Streets,
the latter an unaccepted public way occupied by a spur track
owned by the Stiinpson Realty Company. No existing buildings
are included, although AS&E'S exterior of th.e former St.
Johnsbury terminal will fall within the distriot when it is
completed. This extension will not fall under historic
district review because construction is underway.

These properties and their ownership are summarized

in the accompanying table.

.m
4

- 10 -
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Properties Located in the Proposed Fort Washington Historic District

Assessors Plan
Parcel Number Street Address Owner . Use Building Date

66-7U 95-III Waverly Street City of Cambridge Fort Washington ----Park
66-73 117-139 Waverly Street M.I.T. Parking lot £---
66-99 91 Waverly Street M.I.T'. Parking lot ----
66-138 66-116 Waverly Street American Science Offices .19U6

taxed at 6-2U A11ston g Engineering 1981
Street

61-9 269 Vassar Street M.I.T. ----
61-12 277—287 Vassar Street M.I.T. Parking lot ----

.

Source:
Cambridge Assessors Office
September 16, 198.1

Orb
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II. The Nature of Historic District Protection

The objective of the Camb: fidge Historical Commission

in proposing historic district status for Fort Washington

.
is to provide protection against inappropriate development for
the only remaining fortification associated with the

__.Siege of Boston.,
. Historic district status

provides this protection by giving the Historical Commission

the a:utliority to review all new construction, addi.tions,
and alterations to structures within the district and visible
froin a public way. This authority is derived from Chapter
4QC of the General Laws of the Commonwealth, and has been

exercised 6y the Historical Commission in four districts in
Camliridge fron 1963 to 1976 and in one consolidated district
since that time.

Just as zoning is intended to protect property owners
against inappropriate uses or bulk of buildings next door or
in the imnediate neighborhood, so historic district protection
is intended to prevent incongruous changes or' developments in
the district which might hurt or destroy the character and

setting of a site with historical significance.
Thus, when a property owner proposes alterations or

changes,.there is a public hearing before a building permit

will be issued. Under the Historic Districts Act, the Historical
Conmissi.on provides that notice and hearing, and then issues %

one of three certificates: Cl) Certificate of Appropriateness;
'"2j Certificate of Hardship; Qj C3) Certificate of Nonapplicability.

- 11 -
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a. objectives
The purpose of historic districting is stated in the

enabling legislation, Chapter 40C of the General Laws. The

Act is intended "to pronote the educational, cultural, economic

and general welfare of the public through the preservation and

protection of the distinctive characteristics of buildings and

places significant in the history of the Commonwealth and i'ts
cities and towns or their architecture, and through the
maintenance and"ijnpTo"vement of settings for such buildings and

places and the encouragement of design compatible therewith."
The first Massachusetts historic districts, on Beacon

Hill and in Nantucket, were established by special Acts in
1Q55 following an opinion of the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial
Court that such. legislation was a constitutional use of the

State"s power to promote the public welfare. The Massachusetts

Court cited a United States Suprene Court decision in the case

of Berman "vs. Parker C1954):

The concept of the public welfare is broad and
inclusive.... The values it represents are spiritualas well as physical, aesthetic as well as monetary.
It is within the power of the legislature to determinethat the community should be beautiful as well as
healthy, spacious as well as clean, wC11 balanced aswell as carefully patro11edj
More recently, the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court

has ruled in connection with the right of a municipality to
prohibit billboards, that "aesthetics alone may justify

n+

L348 u.s. 26 q954)

1 2



r

P

the exercise of the police power," and quoted Article 97

of the Amendments to the Massachusetts Constitution, which

established as state policy the right of the people to

"the natural, scenic, historic, and aesthetic qualities of
their environment..,."2

The courts have also upheld historic districts on the

grounds of their contribution to the economic well-being of
a comnunity. The Supreme Judicial Court in the Nantucket

opinion noted that "the erection of a few wholly incongruous

structures night destroy one of the principal assets of the
town."3 The courts have noted that these benefits may accrue
to the individual property owner as well as to the community

at large, 6ut have considered that public purposes are served

if the pulilic good outweighs private costs,4

rt has.Eieen jndicially determined that historic district "

legislation does not constitute a taking of private property
without compensaticn, and it has been noted that many zoning

ordinances are as demanding in their application.5 Once

again, tbe pulilic benefit is held superior to a reasonable
degree of private sacrifice, a principle that was recently
upheld by the United States Supreme Court in confirming the

landmark designation of Grand Central Terminal in New York City.

2 John Oonneiiy G Sons vs. Outdoor Advertising Board (1975)
3 333 Mass. 773, 780 (1955)

-m
%4 T. J. Reed, Land Use Controls in Historic Areas, 44

Notre Dame Lawyer 3, 387.
5

333 Mass. 773,778 (1955)

- 13 -
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Power to establish historic districts is not given

lightly. Chapter 40C requires a thorough survey and report
on the areas proposed for protection, review and comment

by other public agencies, a public hearing with notification
of all affected Rroperty owners, and passage of the historic
district ordinance by the City Council by a two-thirds majority.
Once a district has been established the local historical
coimissic'n holds the power to review all construction and

alterations of structures that will be visible from a

public street, sidewalk, or park. This authority cannot
be arbitrarily exercised, however; the legislation requires
that a conmission "shall not make any recommendations or
requirement except for the purpose of preventing developments
incongruous to the historic aspects or architectural features
of the

... district." The Supreme Judicial Court, in reviewing
the Nantucket ordinance in 1955, warned that enforcement actions
would need to Eie carefully circumscribed, since in some instances
decisions of an historical comnission might give rise to "peculiar
hardship and reinoteness from the legitimate purpose of the

act" which would amount to unconstitutional applications of

it. Accordingly, the legislation establishes a time limit
requiring a commission to act on a petition within a given

period, and provides for appeal of commission decisions.
B. Administration of Historic Districts

The administration of historic dis'tricts is guided in
m%every respect by the provisions of Chapter 40C, except as

especially proUAed for in the local ordinance creating the

district, or as established as a policy by an historical

- 14 -
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commission.

All 6uildings of whatever size or function, as well'as

all structures, including signs, fences, walks, terraces,
driveways, walls, light fixtures, or the like, which are
"open to view from a public street, public way, public park

or public body of water", fall within the review of the commission.

Building projects which must be reviewed include construction,
reconstruction, erection, demolition, removal, and changes in
color as they affect exterior features of a structure visible
from a public street, way, or park. Such features include,
but are not limited to, the kind, color, and texture of
exterior building materials, the color of paint or materials
used on exterior sUfaces, and the type and style of windows,

doors, lights, signs, and other fixtures.
Although the legislation provides for commission review

of e"verY exterior architectural feature visible from a public
way", certain items nay be excluded from control when the

ordinance is drafted. These may include terraces, walkways,

driveways, and sidewalks; walls and fences; temporary sibgns

and structures; storm doors and windows, air conditioners,
lighting fixtures, antennae and the like; and color of paint
and roofs. An historical commission may also impose dimensional
and set-back require:ments more stringent than required by the
zoiiing code. However, a comnission may make no conditions
"except for the purpose of preventing developments incongruous

mZto the historic aspects or architectural characteristics ...
of the historic district."

- 15 -
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The comnission issues three types of certificates as

the basic administrative method by which proposed alterations
are reviewed, and no building or demolition permit for work

in a district can be issued until a certificate has been issued.
Each type of certificate is issued after evaluation of

the circimstances. A certificate of appropriateness will be

issued when the comnission has determined that a project is
not incongruous with the historic district;
this is the most coinmon certificate issued by most commissions.
A certificate of nonapplicability is issued for a project which
th.e commission determines does not involve an exterior
feature, or one not visible from a public way. Finally, a

certifi.cate of hardship nay he issued when refusal to issue
a certificate of appropriateness or nonapplicability would

cause the applicant substantial hardship, financial or
otherwise, as long as there is no substantial detriment to
the district.

,

Application for a certificate is made by submitting a

description of the proposed alteration along with plans or
photographs sufficient for the commission to judge the effect
of the proposed alteration. The comnission must determine

within fourteen days of an application whether a certificate
is reqnired.

In passing on applications for certificates, a commission

is required to consider, among other things, the historic and
.m©architectural values and significance of the site, building,

or structure, the general design, arrangement, texture,
material and color of the features involved, and the relationship

- 16 -
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of these features to similar features of buildings in the

surrounding area. rn the case of new construction or
additions to existing buildings, the commission must consider
the size and shape of the building, in relation to both its
site and surrounding buildings, and can establish a policy to
exclude features from control after the historic'district is
esta61ish.ed, The comnission can also es"tablish appropriate
designs or lists of paint colors, roofing miiterials, or the

like for the guidance of property owners.
A commission cannot review alterations to interiors

of structures, nor alterations which are not visible from a

public way, even though such alterations may still be within
a district. Furthermore, landscaping with plants, trees or
shrubs is specifically excluded from review, and the'commission

is not concerned with ordinary naintenance, repair, or replacements

that do not iiwolve a change in exterior appearance. Enactment

of an historic distiict in no way requires"owners to alter
their properties, nor requires restoration of a structure to

any set historical period. Work must be reviewed only if it
ij1"vol"yes a change from that which exists on enactment of the

ordinance; maintenance or rep1acemen,t of an architectural
feature incongruous with the historic ctr architectural qualities
of the district may take place without a certificate as long

as there is no change in exterior appearance.

If the comnission deems the alteration to require a

qcertificate, it nay take action either through a public hearing

or by" siinple vote after notice to surrounding property owners.

- 17 -
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A public hearing is held in the event that the alterations
are deemed substantial; surrounding property owners are given
two weeks' notice, and the application is given consideration
in terms of the criteria listed above. However, if the

G

application involves an alteration which is considered insubstantial
in its effect, the commission may simply vote on the matter -

after allowing ten days for conment by surrounding property
owners.

If a commission disapproyes the application for a

certificate, it mist give its reasons to the applicant in
writing. However, a comnission is specifically authorized
to.-make recomnendations for changes which would make the

application acceptable. If the applicant modifies the

application to conform to the commission's suggestions, a

certificate nust be issued.

An applicant aggrieved by a decision of a commission

nay appeal to the Superior Court sitting in equity for that
county"; costs are not assessed against the person appealing
unless the court finds that action was taken in bad faith.
Similarly, the Superior Court may enforce the provisions of
the historic district legislation through injunction, coUt
order, and fine.
C. Esta6lishiiient of an Historic District

Procedures for the organization of an historic district
are established by the Massachusetts Historical Commission under

m
~the provisions of Chapter 40C. An existing historical

commission is empowered under the legislation to initiate
consideration of possible historic districts, and must

- 18 -
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conduct a survey as the basis for its decisions. In the

course of preparing the required preliminary report, the
commission must consider the options set forth in the legislation
for exemption of certain architectural features from review,
outline the exact boundaries of the area to be included in
the historic district, present a full architectural and historical
justification for the area, and draft an ordinance implementing
the district.

The preliminary report must be submitted to the local
planning board and the Massachusetts Historical Commission,

and distributed to affected property owners as well. A

public hearing, for which all affected property owners must
be given two weeks written,notice, must be held no less than

sixty" days after the report has been released. The object
of the public hearing is to allow comments to be officially
recorded.

After the public hearing, the historical commission

prepares a final report which takes into account the comments

received at the pu61ic hearing and the recommendations of
the planning board and the Massachusetts Historical Commission.

The report is then submitted to the City Council, where a

two-thirds inajo:ritY :vote is required for the ordinance to be

adopted. The district finally goes into effect when an

official nap showing the boundaries of the district is filed
with the registry of deeds.

ma

- 19 -
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III. A&niriist'ration'of Existing and Proposed Historic Districts

The Cambridge Historical Commission was established in
/963 to adminster four historic districts around Cambridge

Common and along B"rattle Street, to conduct a survey of
Cambridge architecture, and to engage in other duties concerned

with the protection and improvement of architecturally and "

historically important buildings and sites.
The four original historic districts were established to

protecct a number of indiviAually important sites and open

spaces". The Cam6ridge Comnon District was intended to protect
the Comnon and its' surroundings, and did so by establishing

.a perimeter Boundary line running 100 feet from and parallel to
' the curbing around the Common. Two other major features, the

conplex of huildings making up the oldest structures in Harvard

Yard and the Old Burying Ground, were also included, as were a

number of modern structures which fell within th.e perimeter.
The objective of the Fort Washington Historic District is similar:
to protect an historic public open space from inappropriate
development of its surroundings. The other districts in Old

Cambridge were established nainly to protect a number of
residential properties associated with the Tory estates
and the Re"vol"ution, alth.oughmany significant later structures
were included as well. The combined and expanded Old

Cambridge Historic District approved in 1976 had additional
±~objectives, among them the protection of Mason and Brattle

Streets and Elnwood Menue as Tory Row and the historic Path

- 20 -
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to Watertown, This added area also included many buildings
of historic and architectural significance.
A. Design objectives

Many historical commissions have attempted to establish
a single architectural style as the only acceptable one for
new construction or alterations in historic districts, and

this has been a legitimate cause of concern among property
owners and architects. The Cambridge Historical Commission

has recognized that no single style is "correct", and that
a large neasure of the architectural and historical value

of the Old Cambridge Historic District stems from the diversity
of periods and architectural styles represented there. In
the case of 133 Br'attle Street, the Commission explicitly
accepted an imconpramising modern design. Historic district
review is necessary in such areas to protect against developments

which are incompatible iii scale, sfting, or design, not to
guard against construction in any particular style of
architecture.

The tOO foot perimeter and corridor to Vassar Street
proposed for' the Fort Washington Historic District are designed

to protect against inappropriate future development, not to
regulate alterations to or demolition of existing buildings.
The effect of liiniting protection to thi.s perimeter will be

to control only the height and facade treatment.of new buildings
as they face the park. The portions outside the district

'S
+or buildings whichmay be built on the north., south and west

of the park will not be subject to review.

- 21 -
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The order establishing the Fort Washington Historic
District has been drafted to conform with the provisions of
Chapter uoc of the Massachusetts General Laws, and will
clover the exterior appearance of future buildings in the

district as.well as any future alterations to the park

itself. Designs of sidewalks and street furniture in the

district will be specifically included.

.

mm
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APPENDIX

A. Proposed Amendment to the Cambridge Historical Commission

Ordinance
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