CCM-101

Uity of Cambridge

24.

IN CITY COUNCIL
- - March 28, 1994

COUNCILLOR RUSSELL

ORDERED: That the Mayor be and hereby is requested to forward the attached letter to the
Boston Globe regarding cat disection in Cambridge schools to the School
Committee and request that the School Committee provide a report to the City

Council on the issue.

In City Council March 28, 1994,
Adopted by the affirmative vote of eight members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true copy;

ATTEST:- Q. WW /‘9"’“’9

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk
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FROM THE DESK OF

Maryellen V. Fitzgerald
‘Why expose children /5 M /é’@

to cat dissection?

é .

I was horrified by an article on
Cambridge schools on March 11
(“Cambridge parents await word on
schools”) that mentions cat dissec-
tion at the Graham and Parks
School.

. What possible lasting educatlonal
value is gained by exposing gram-
mar school children to a cat being
cut up? Dissection at the high school
level is questionable, but at the ele-
mentary school level it’s downright
absurd. It’s very unlikely that any
practical information or skills would
+be retained should students eventu-
ally choose a career in surgery.

Cats used in classroom dissec-
tions are often lost or stolen pets
who are strapped to racks after be-
ing gassed, then injected with for-
maldehyde, often while still alive. In
an era of environmental awareness
and growing compassion for all
earth’s creatures, what lessons does
classroom dissection of pet animals
teach?

I urge the Cambridge School De-
partment, teachers and parents to
consider the many humane alterna-
tives to. dissection.

JANE WAMBACK
Somerville

The Internet address:.
letter@globe.com
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Non-Consent Order #24 ‘@S}j);lfa

Vice Mayor Russell re: Cat disection
in Cambridge Schools.
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In City Council,

March 28, 1994





