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57.

Cambridge is home to several large educational
institutions; and

Inevitably the interests of the city and the interests
of these institutions often clash; and

There has been considerable discussion recently about
town/gown relations in light of ongoing discussions about
a possible new agreement with Harvard University; and

A recent community forum organized by several
nelghborhood associations raised a number of important
issues regarding relations with Harvard; and

The many issues that arise between all the large
institutions and the city have never been examined
comprehensively; now therefore be it

That this City Council requests and authorizes the Mayor
to appoint a Task Force to review all key issues
regarding the relationship between the city and the large
institutions including, but not limited to, in lieu of
tax payments; university expansion; institutional zoning;
the legal basis for the removal of certain property from
tax rolls; continued payment of taxes for newly purchased
propertles, cooperative ventures between the city and the
universities; opportunities for Cambridge students at
local unlver51t1es, and town/gown relationships in
general, but not in any way to negate the new agreement
with Harvard that is currently pending; and be it further

That the Mayor will appoint an eminent but. neutral
individual to chair the task force, and will also appoint
to the task force representatives of the c1t 3§gentt'
representativey of Cambridge's d1vers sity
representatives; tax and assessing experts; an educator,
and city planners; and be it further

That the city manager be and hereby is requested to
assign a facilitator and planner to staff the task force;
and be it further

That the task force will present its preliminary report
four months after its initial meeting and, after one or
more public hearings, will submit recommendations to the
Mayor and City Council for consideration and adoption.

That this task force will attempt to forge the basis for
new, more productive partnerships between the city and
its 1large institutions for the future and not to
interfere with agreements currently under discussion.
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53.

IN CITY COUNCIL
November 19, 1990

Cambridge is home to several large educational institutions;
and

Inevitably the interests of the city and the interests of
these institutions often clash; and

There has been considerable discussion recently about
town/gown relations in light of ongoing discussions about a
possible new agreement with Harvard University; and

A recent community forum organized by several neighborhood
associations raised a number of important issues regarding
relations with Harvard; and

The many issues that arise between all the large institutions
and the city have never been examined comprehensively; now
therefore be it

That this City Council requests and authorizes the Mayor to
appoint a Task Force to review all key issues regarding the
relationship between the city and the large institutions
1nc1ud1ng, but not limited to, in lieu of tax payments;
university expansion; institutional zoning; the legal basis
for the removal of certain property from tax rolls; continued
payment of taxes for newly purchased properties; cooperative
ventures between the city and the universities; opportunities
for Cambridge students at local universities; and town/gown
relationships in general, but not in any way to negate the new
agreement with Harvard that is currently pending; and be it
further

That the Mayor will appoint an eminent but neutral individual
to chair the task force, and will also appoint to the task
force representatives of the city, resident representatives of
Cambridge’s diverse neighborhoods; university representatives;
tax and asessing experts; and educator; and city planners; and
be it further

That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to assign a

facilitator and planner to staff the task force; and be it
further



RESOLVED: That the task force will present its preliminary report four
months after its initial meeting and, after one or more public
hearings, will submit recommendations to the Mayor and City
Council for consideration and adoption; and be it further

RESOLVED: That this task force will attempt to forge the basis for new,
more productive partnerships between the City and its large
institutions for the future and not to interfere with
agreements currently under discussion.

In City Council November 19, 1990.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- Joseph E, Connarton, City Clerk.

A true copy; Vv z . QMM‘V M
ATTEST:-

Joseph E. Connarton
City Clerk
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