) City of Cambridge

The Nuclear Disarmament Committee conducted a public hearing on Thursday,
May 23, 1985 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the City Council Chamber. The purpose of the
hearing was to discuss plans for the commemoration of Hiroshima Day and to receive
an update on the Economic Conversion Project.

Councillor Wolf opened the meeting by making reference to the City Council order
adopted in 1984 plac1ng the Council in support of an appropriate ceremony being
organized commemoratlng Hiroshima Day and further stated that she had requested
this meeting in order to receive a status report on the activities planned.

At this time the Committee heard from Mr. Christoper Austil who informed the Committee
of several activities which will take place to mark the 40th anniversary of Hiroshima
Day, August 6, 1985. He further stated approximately twenty different organizations
within the Boston and Cambridge area are working on this project, including such
groups as Mobilization for Survival, Physicians for Social Responsibility, as well as
the Mayor's Summer Workcamp for Peace. He further stated that some events to be con-
ducted include a community peace day on August 3, 1985, city-wide bell ringing in
commemoration of the attack on Hiroshima on August 5, 1985, a peacewalk from Cambridge
to Greenfield on August 6, 1985. The Mayor's International Workcamp will be held from
July 24-August 14, 1985 with children from around the world living and working in
Cambridge during that period.

Mr. Jeb Brugmann, Director of the Peace Commission, stated that he was working on
establishing an International Peace and Cultural Festival on August 3, 1985 on the
Library grounds on Broadway which will have food commissions from Cambridge restau-
rants, speeches by various people regarding peace and a fundraiser tag sale.

At this time Mayor Russell outlined his scheduled trip on May 24, 1985 with the
National Guard who were going to Cambridge Rindge and Latin School as both an. educa-
tional event and a recruiting event. He further stated he was upset over the calls

he had received from people requesting him not to participate in this event since
helicopters are a symbol of war and not peace. He stated he intended to fly in the
helicopter since he was asked to do so and is the Mayor of all the people of Cambridge.

Councillor Wolf requested that arrangements be made for a sign to be placed on the
lawn at City Hall announc1ng the commemoration of Hiroshima Day. Mr. Brugmann
requested some assistance in obtaining permits for the events of August 3rd.

Councillor Wolf stated that she and Mayor Russell will submit an order at the
appropriate time. She further suggested that the Peace Collection at the Central
Square Library be moved to the Main Branch for the events on August 3rd.




At this time the Committee heard from Mr. Leslie Sackett, who has been working on
the Economic Conversion Plan for the Peace Commission. He stated that the plan is
merely a first step for alternative use planning for companies currently holding
Defense Department contracts. He further stated he and his group are attempting

to work out plans with these companies toward developing a more peaceful world
without any economic dislocation. He further stated he believes this is consistent
with the feelings of the people of Cambridge and submitted a draft Council order
for the Committee regarding official encouragement of this "Pilot Project".

Councillor Wolf stated she would review the resolution and make comments at a later
time.

The Committee adjourned at 6:35 p.m.

For the Committee,

Councillor Alice K. Wolf
Chair.
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At this time the Committee heard from Mr. Leslie Sackett, who has been working on
the Economic Conversion Plan for the Peace Commission. He stated that the plan is
merely a first step for alternative use planning for companies currently holding
Defense Department contracts. He further stated he and his group are attempting
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without any economic dislocation. He further stated he believes this is consistent
with the feelings of the people of Cambridge and submitted a draft Council order
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time.
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For the Committee,
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