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472-474 Broadway- .

Canbridigercus, 0pL gz;
t . ‘.“

Novefib&3R26 5 2988

Cambridge City Clerk
Cambridge City Hall

795 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02139

To the Honorable; the City Council:

We are a group of low- and moderate—income Cambridge residents living in
housing (472-474 Broadway) owned and operated by Harvard University (a
non-profit institution). Our address and our names have been featured quite
frequently over the past two months in several Cambridge newspapers because of
the stunningly large rent increases Harvard Real Estate is seeking to impose
upon us. For your convenience we have collected the relevant publications and
enclosed them with this letter.

Through petitions to the Rent Control Board (cases currently pending)
Harvard is asking to increase our monthly rents (we all live in modest
one-bedroom apartments) by at least 757 (on average, from $335 to $590 for most
tenants, but up to $690 for others). The proposed increase is the accumulated
effect of two factors: huge exterior capital improvements ($83,000 in one year,
necessitated only by long-term neglect) and the desire of Harvard Real Estate to
double its profit margin on our building (from $35,000 to $70,000 per year,
after all operating expenses).

A third factor, added to the two above in the case of certain tenants, is
based on the cost of gut rehabilitations (about $18,000 per unit) being made to
all apartments in sequence as they are vacated, which has become more frequent
as tenants flee from the threat of the pending increases. While some plumbing
or electrical repairs may be necessary, there is no reason why--and Harvard Real
Estate presented no evidence at any hearing to support claims that--a major
renovation of any of the apartments was called for. Unfortunately we did find
out at one of the hearings that the former Executive Director of the Rent
Control Board signed an agreement with Harvard Real Estate giving them blanket
authority to renovate all our apartments upon vacancy.

You are probably aware that Harvard Real Estate is submitting petitions to
increase the rents in most of its masonry buildings. Our situation seems,
though, to be most urgent and extreme: the Rent Control Board is scheduled to
decide on the case on December 3, and the proposed increases are especially
shocking.

We are appealing to you for your support. We hope that you will read
carefully the enclosed articles, and we would welcome your presence on December
3 when the Rent Control Board meets to decide our case. It does not seem




reasonable that the Cambridge Rent Control laws would endcrse such an action of
a large landlord like Harvard to seek rent increases so substantial that tenants
are having to face decisions about moving out.

Thank you for your interest. Please feel free to contact us if you wish.

Sincerely yours,

Eleanora Mendonga 354-6738 Susan Hunt 661-5924
474 Broadway Apt. 6 472 Broadway Apt. 8
Jayne Novotny Dia Philippides 876-5521
474 Broadway Apt. 1 474 Broadway Apt. 4
Sophia Lewis H. Tsuji

472 Broadway Apt. 1 474 Broadway Apt. 3
Kenneth Lakritz Barbara Callahan
Lesley Lakritz Stephen Jennings

472 Broadway Apt. 6 474 Broadway Apt. 5
Terry Regan Joan Carroll

Trudy Regan 472 Broadway Apt. 4

472 Broadway Apt. 3

Suzanne Teuteberg
474 Broadway Apt. 6

Enclosures:

1) Letter: "Rents Out of Control” (Cambridge Chronicle, Thursday, October 2,
1986)

2) Front page article: "Tenants, HRE Clashing on Proposed Rent Hikes"
(The Harvard Crimson, Tuesday, October 7, 1986)

3) Letter: "HRE" (The Harvard Crimson, Tuesday, October 7, 1986)

4) Article: “Harvard Seeks Rent Hikes in Rent-Controlled Mid-Cambridge
Properties” (The Cambridge Tab, October 28, 1986)

PS: The Rent Control Board meeting to decide our case is scheduled for
9 p.m. on Wednesday, December 3 at the Rent Control hearing room at 678
Massachusetts Avenue (5th floor). The Report of the hearing examiner will
be available at the Rent Control Office from Wednesday November 26 on.




-narket, -located ‘at 1006 Cambridge
St., told police on Sept. 19, that so-
fmeone came into his store and stole
$650 worth of lottery tickets.

A Somerville man told police on
Sept. 19 that while operating his cab
at the intersection of Cherry street
ind Washington avenue, he was rob-
wed at gunpoint by two males.

A Florida resident stated to police
'n Sept. 20, that while she was stay-
ng at the Sheraton Commander
dotel on Garden street someone
‘ntered her room and stole $360 in
ash and clothing.

An Ash street resident reported his
*uch 10 speed bicycle stolen from his
ome on Sept. 20, '

A woman reported to police on
ept. 21, that when she was in a
riveway on Huron avenue a male
sked her for some change. When she
fused to give him some money he
arted to walk away and then

‘turned and grabbed her handbag
hich was on the ground. The
sspect then ran to his car and pulled

vay with her handbag.

A Somerville woman reported to

Wlice that a man stole her handbag,

-ich contained an Olympus camera

'd $65 in cash, on Sept. 22 at the

intab Lounge.

4 resident of Woburn reported to

lice on Sept. 22 that someone took

000 worth of carpet from a Cam-

idge construction site.

A resident of Kentucky reported to

lice on Sept. 22, that while he was

ying at the Hyatt Regency so-

‘one took a book he had left on his

4 and then left the room. When he

urned back to the room, the book

S gone, and missing with it in the

’k, were his tickets home on Pied-

nt Airlines.

'Wo incidents were reported ten

1utes of each other last Sept. 22, of

1an who attempted to rob two in-
iduals in a Franklin street apart-
nt house. In one of the incidents,

man asked if he could use the

e, and afterward attempted to

* the resident’s pocketbook. When
suspect realized that the person
" this action, the suspect fled from
room. In the other incident the
rect attempted to forcibly gain
‘ance to an apartment, after
ch the inhabitant locked the per-
out. In both case, identical
riptions of the man were given.
Harvard street resident told
*e on Sept. 22, that someone
red her apartment through her
‘oom rear hallway window and
$400 worth of cash and jewelry.

10SPITAL OFFERS
{ANCY TESTING
UNSELING

J SOMERVILLE HOSPITAL
JR ONGOING C -RE
APPOINTMENT AT
MYSTIC HEALTH CENTER
ZERO RIVER ROAD
623-8686

reported to ]' Tl v yy stoiut

ported to police Sept. 26.that she
had heard the front gate being open-
ed up and assumed jt was the other

checking

the door was pried and the light bulb’

unscrewed. Missing were some
clothing, cash and persona] property.

Arrests

Douglass Crowley, Chelsea, at-
tempted larceny Sept. 20.

On Sept. 20, Wanda Bullock, $0

Letter

CAMBR DEE (MASS.) CHRO

counts o1 ASsalit and -
Larceny. .
~ On Sept. 22, Henry D, Martin, Dor-
chester, breaking and entering,
possession of burglarious tools_
On Sept. 22, Felton Dyous, 57 Han-
cock St., assault and battery with a
deadly weapon; shod foot.

John Grady, 364 Rindge Ave,,

disorderly person, possession of a
deadly weapon; knife, ’

On Sept. 22, juvenile, illega] posses-
sion of firearm, illegal possession

ammunition. .
—ROBERT BUONASPINA

We are tenants living in an
eighteen-unit rent-controlled proper-
ty at 472474 Broadway in Cam-
bridge, owned by Harvard Universi-
ty and operated by
Harvard Real Estate, Inc. Soon,

however, many of us will be forced to

leave our homes, since we will no
longer be able to pay the rent on our
apartments. We are all faced with an
imminent rent increase of 75 percent
(a jump of $250 per month), the effect
of two separate cases now being

heard at the Cambridge Rent Contro} .
Board. This means that from current .

rents of about $335 per month we will

all at once have to pay about $585°

{(and some close to $700 — see below)
for apartments with one small
bedroom. .
Harvard Real Estate bases its re-
quest for this increase on the follow-
ing two factors: 1) they claim to have
spent last year a total of $83,000 on
capital improvements, mainly tuck-

‘pointing, to the exterior of the
_building; 2) they seek to double the

already substantial
our building. .

Harvard claims that the costly ex-
ternal capital improvements were
hecessary, yet many seem entirely
cosmetic. The sudden large outlay
for improvements was certainly in-
creased by the repairs being long
overdue, a result of systematic long-
term neglect, about which tenants
challenged Harvard University ten
Years ago; timely repairs would have
been less costly. Not only are we be-
ing asked to pay for all the owner’s
investments in his equity, but we are
also being asked to shoulder its
desire for an increased profit. From
the figures presented by Harvard

profit margin on

its subsidiary -

HAIRSTYLING BY

J(z/et and ./41’!

307 Beacon St., Somerville
This Week's
Special

Specializing in blow-cuts for mg, ., "

Real Estate to the Rent Control
Board it is clear that Harvard Real
Estate is well able to meet all its
operating expenses for the building
at the current rent rates; even the re-
cent external capital improvements
would be absorbed by the current
rates. Why should any landlord,
especially Harvard, a non-profit in-
stitution, be allowed to seek great
and sudden increases in profit?

Some tenants are facing yet a-

third, additional, component to their
increase, bringing new rents as high
as $632 for the same size of apart-
ment. Harvard Real Estate has been
gutting units’ as they are vacated,
then renovating and remodelling
them to the tune of about $18,000
each. Like the external capital im-
provements to the building, these in-
terior renovations seem to a large ex-
tent cosmetic; the remaining repairs
are due to long-term neglect and lack
of adquate routine maintenance.

Harvard Real Estate is using rent
control to get, all at once, high
market rates for our modest apart-
ments. This practice obviously — and
unnecessarily — contributes to the
shrinkage of affordable housing units
in Cambridge and should concern
éveryone. Some tenants have
already had to move out of the
building because of the proposed rent
hikes. .

The Cambridge community should

be aware of what is happening in our -

building. Since the Rent Control

Board has not yet decided on these

cases, it should be able to avert the

sudden increase and rein in this kind
of unbridled landlord activity,

Susan Hunt

and 13 others

Broadway

Men's Blow Cut

reg.*15%

Battery,

T e e A AT .Q,:
By Anthony G. Paolillo " o
Chief of Police

I'would like to bring to the atte
of the citizens of Cambridge a r
decision by the Supreme Ju
Court. In this case where
Supreme Judicial Court held, fc
first time, that a social host wh
nishes alcohol to an adult guest
be liable for a death caused st
thereafter by the guest’s negl
operation of a motor vehicle
under the influence of alcohol.

" Although not a criminal ca
believe this illustrates the Cc

NKLEgrowing awarness of chan

O ————

THUES., OCTOBER. 2, 996
Rents out of control

societal attitudes about alcoho).
In this decision the drinking
was 18 and the principals invi
were 18. The Court, howe
discussed other cases from «
jurisdictions where social hosts
liable for the consequences of ser
alcoho! to minors. Before this
sion social hosts were liable for :

Biracial parent

Given the racial and cultural d
sity of Cambridge, it is not surpr;
to find a sizeable number of i
racial families residing here. Wh
surprising is the absence of sup
services for them. To address
need, the Roberts/Mayn
Neighborhood Council is sponso

. @ support group for parents

biracial children.

“I see the group as a way
parents of biracial children to
together, to provide support for ¢
other, and to talk about way:
heightening their children’s s
confidence and self-esteem,” :
Val Hinderlie, the support gr
leader and mother of two bira
children. “Itis a support group, n
therapy or counseling service, S
of our plans include hav
specialists such as a c}
psychologist, a family therapist, .
a public school teacher talk to
group. These people are not ¢
specialists in their fields, but ;
partners in interrac
relationships.”

The group will meet on altern
Thursday evenings beginning
tober 9, from 7 to 8 pm at
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Tenants,

w

Tenants llvmg in a Harvard-owneq

apartmem building charge that the
funding expensive
capital improvements to raise their -
_rents by exorbitant rates. But the

University is

Umversny s real estate management

f' irm says these rent hikes are within

Chernobyl

ittle Impact'

only as a result of human error. said
) the *
Division. of . Nuclear Safety at the

Morris  Rosen, director of
lmernauonal Atomlc Energy Ageney
‘in Vienna. :
*“There was ~noth‘mg basically

wrong- with the reactor,”’ he-said.

““As far as Russian technology is
concerned, it is probably on par with .
‘what exists in much of the rest of the.

world."’

Robert Gale, an Amerlean bone o
‘marrow specialist who flew 1o Russia -

ito - help treat radiation" victims,’
presented statistics of the’ long~lerm
heallheffectsofrheaemdenr RIS

Ina uorst-case scenario, 25 000

Russuans -could die, of cancer as a

(conunued on page 8)

HRE Clashlng
On Proposed Rent szes‘

3 "By EUGENIA BALODIMAS

“estimated to increase their momhly

Harvard Hospltal to Join Chain i m

F alwell Explazns Evangellcal Polztzcs

_ Falwell in‘a speech last night at the: . :Reaganin 1984, : . o

mes Ocl-t}l‘j_&G Peee L

"/.'“n B »4

>
ey

'."./;-’.

APt iped
R s
~

the city’s rent control gundelmes.. e
Harvard Real Estate, (HRE) Inc.,
notified- the residents of 472474 ¢
Broadway St. that they will be hit..
with * three separate ‘ rent, hlkes,

housing. costs between 75 and 100’
percem -l
* Fenants say the rent’ mcreases may »
force them to leave their homes, and
look elsewhere for low-cost - ‘housing." :
One resident of the rent-controlled
apartment building, Dia Philippides, :
said that HRE's **75 percent increase -
doesn’t seem to along with the splru
of rent control,”’ .
" Rent“ control is Cambndge.s/
method ‘of regulating the amount a,
landlord can charge tenants in 17, 000
ol' the city's housing units. The
(continued on page 5)° -+ -+ - Harvnrd.’plalu to lncreue the renl in 472-414 Broadway luve angered many tenanu.

Yenture

. Unusual Arrangement W zll Not A ffect Management or Ownershrp

By PETERC, KRAUSE ;
A Harvard-affiliated teachmg
hospital and the nation’s largest for-..:
prof‘ t hospital -chain last week an-
‘nounced - an . unusual multi-faceted .
agreemenr designed to improve care .

corporauon will allow the 720-bed | ,..be affecred by the arrangement. sull
Harvard-affiliate . purchase in.its planning stages. The Hospital ‘. ¢
equipment :-at bul_k-rate -costs, ~ of- Coporanon operates nine hospitals in
ficials jointly announced Thursday. . -+ Massachusetts, and 470 world-wide.- -
Neither the management nor. the” " ."":* Common lnlemrs o

ownerslup of the two institutions will ‘=" ‘“This agreement : recognizes our *
} ‘two’‘organizations interest to" work '

. vtogether in specific areas toward our' e
srmutual . :goal-i: of -delivering - high- *
. quality, cost-effecuve care,” the twa -,
.chief . executive . off' icers said .in the |
.-jointstatement., ... . .. T ;;',

The deal, - which could . mean -
hundreds of thousands of dollars 10"

I and reduce costs. . 11' 4 :

Under the’ three-year plan, the.
'Brlgham and Women's Hospital will _
;assist .the Hospital .Corporation of ..
America in raising the quality of- its -
patient care and, in exchange, . the .

‘Moral Majonty leader~ Jerry members voted overwhelmmgly for saxd _
« In the quesnon-and-answer penod

2

.Law School said that because fun-

Adamantalicte vate ae o mensin shale

. In an interview before the speeeh l‘ollowlng, l'ns speech, Falwell -had

e mmy e

- . .
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ANC Supports Viole:

; A represemanve of ¢ "the Afncan

i tenants ‘three umes

nnee ’ Téhants llast Rel,!
To Reform S. Afrlca

educate the Amencan publrc fo. thu '

landlord in Cambndge. _}, . ,'.‘
"HRE. officials 'have: niet.

the -last vthree .

[

NatronalCongress (ANC) maspeech _complexities “of the South ‘African ™ months before the Cambndge Rent f n

last night sponsored by. campus.
divestment ‘organizations said that -
violent . ‘conflict was -necessary .and
inevitable to bnng change to South
Africa.

In front an audiene_e_ of close to 200
at Emerson Hall, Susan Mnumzana,
a member of the ANC international
bureau, said that whlle the group -
- firmly advocates democratxc, multi-
party rule -of . South - Africa, the| -
orgamzatton holds violence as an’

: acceptable means to thatend..

“We will not hesitate to' bomb
those [South Afncan] installations,”’
shestated. . -

Mnumzanas speech lasted for a
half hour and was followed by a
lengthy question and answer period.” -

'* Members of -the Spartacus Youth

*"League, a radical Trotskyist group,

interrupted the question period.
Mnumzana came- to Harvard as
part of a publicity drive by the ANC,
which is outlawed by - the South .
African government, that will take
her on a month-long tour of the
United States. )
She said ‘that the group was
engaged in the current public
" relations . campaign xn order to

Grads Pick Public s,;;,;of

political situation, to. solicit f‘mancral

support «for specific, ANC - pro,lects,t

and to,popularize the leadershlp role .
of the ANC in the struggle agamst the -
white minority govemment. .

, Mnumzana commented on . both -
the domestic and mternattonal fronts .
of the crusade agamst apartheld

emphastzmg that “the - lirited sanc: -_operatronal <:osts'*5

tlons enacted by Congress last week
were but. *‘a :drop ‘in’ the- sea”’ of .
actions necessary to force change ih '
South Africg. .

. While commendmg the. dlvestment *-Creases |

movement in Amenca, she noted that .
sancttons are not gomg to bring °

is borne by us, on oyr shoulders "t

. Campus ° polmcs domtnated the
conclusion . of - the™ eveiit 2s the
Spartacrsts debated 'wnh .the

Democrauc Socnahsts of America .

(DSA) over the best approaches to the
issue of antr-aparthetd actmsm An
umbrella group of campus acuvxst
groups, with varying perspectwes on
the South African issue,; sponsored -
the ANC speech, including the South
African
(SASC), TransAfrica, the Rarnbow
Coalrtlon, and DSA.

(continued from page 1) - =

dergraduate, partrctpanon in com-
munity servtce has increased steadily .

] during the past five years, Leape said.
t Onlv IR nercent nf the Clace nf 1089

Wwilliam T. Stack a.recrutter for the

program. “Our’ recrulung ‘efforts are
always more successful when the

aranamy e ‘hoattor ?? he coid  Craml

2P Harvard'sSide,

-Zeckhauser defended tlle rent:

* landlords, ‘we ' have'' asl:ed for . in

-the mcreases. ‘HRE’ S *presrdent satd

Solidarity- -Committee .

Control Board, and there has been no
resolutlon to the dispute....

'B'u‘t 'HRE . .President " Sally, H

creases, cmng : he need,t'or e:tternal,
renovattons “tul
" century - :butldr_ng

“We' aren’t as! mg “for ‘any ‘more-

. than the rent control’ board* will ask ""}he caseto the se\:en-mernber board.

, that we charge. and as responsrbl'

to - defray our. . eosts',,
Zeckhauser said yesterday afl ternoon,
Zeckhauser also ‘said: that HRE

dtscussmg the possnbthtres of f' ndrng
" cheaper housnng -and by phasxng in

that no tenants have responded
3250Jump e
Each of the 18 uinits ; at 472-474'5 '

Broadway St. will be- hit ‘with*two' ] *;

case after: a heanng exarmner presents

\r

proposed rent htkes one for mprtal, '; ;

.Y ‘l’n lnn-nn- PO S, P nm:‘ n-wm’

GRIMSON ,ls the l

= g Square wlth. 3 ma

sumted'q APOLL(

“-assure you of
i ,vallablllty
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- distance, from the South African regime,

‘while keeping America’s beneficent

influence at work - bnngmg about
“constructive change.”

He’s been doing that—and it has -
killed 130 Blacks a month. It is time to-
end the horror and hypocrisy of U.S.
foreign policy. The U.S. should begin to

sMmpw serw we oo P ¥ L

~ Botha to his peep-show and begnn taking
the real steps in freeing South Africa’s,

Blacks—military aid. ‘*‘Apartheid will be
dismantled and its victims will remember
who helped to destroy this evil system,"’

-said Bishop Desmond M. Tutu, ‘“‘and

President Reagan wnll be judged harshly

< by h:story ”

UL OLIVIse e sesas o

test positive and

see gwm eoee c-—-

those who

undoubtedly be informed of the dangers
to their own health and the potential for
losing their jobs. Meanwhile, those who
test negative—surprise!—would - be
informed of the dangers to their own
health and the potential for losing their

test
negative? Those who test positive ‘would

or participating in athletics, institutions
gain a whole new dimension of power
over individuals. Access to that kind of '
knowledge about a population creates a
whole new network of social controls.
Power is no longer in a white-domed
building in Washington, it reaches out
and takes a blood sample.

From Our Readers

L T e P e .
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To the Editors of The Crimson:
We are tenants living in an eighteen-unit
rent-controlled property at .472-474

Broadway in Cambridge, owned by Harvard -
University. Soon, however, many, of us will

no longer be able to pay the rent on our
apartments. We are all faced with an im-
minent rent increase of 75 percent, the effect
of two separate cases now being heard at the
Cambridge Rent Control Board. This means
that from current rents of about $335 per

month we will all at once have to pay about

3585 for apanmcms mth one -small
" bedroom. : o

Mall

Harvard Real Estate, Inc. bases its request
for this increase on the following two fac-
tors: 1) they claim to have spent $83,000 last

TALK BACK
The Crimson. welcomes comments from
its readers. Please type all letters double-
spaced and include your name, address
and telephone. number. We will withold
names on request, but they must be'in-
cluded for verification. We reserve lhe
right to edit for length. )
Address mailto:: . -
Editorial Chairman-
The Harvard Crimson -+~ ™
14 Plympton St. -** =~ ' "
Cambridge, MA 02138

THE HARVARD CRMSON

* vacated,

year on improvements to the exterior of the
" building; 2) they seek to. double the already

‘substantial profit margin on our building.
Harvard claims that the costly . external
capual improvements were necessary, yet
many seem entirely cosmetic. The sudden
large outlay for improvements was certainly
increased by the repairs being long-overdue,

a result of systematic long-term neglect,.

about which tenants challenged Harvard

_University 10 years ago; timely repairs would
have been less costly. From . the figures

presented by Harvard Real Estate to the
Rent Control Board it is clear that Harvard

" Real Estate is well able to meet all its

operating expenses for the building at the

“current rent rates; even the recent external

capital improvements would be absorbed by
the current rates. Why should any landlord,
especially Harvard, a non-profit institution,

be allowed to seek great and sudden in-

creases in profit? ,

Some tenants are facing yet a third in-
crease, bringing new rents as high as $682 for
the same size of apartment. Harvard Real

_Estate has been gutting units as they are -
then renovating and remodelling.
. them to the tune of about $18,000 each. Like
" the external capital improvements to the
- building, these interior renovations scemtoa

large extent cosmetic; the remaining repairs
are due to long-term neglect and Iack of

-adequate routing maintenance.

Harvard Real Estate is using rent control

" to get, all at once, high market rates for our
. modest apartments. This practice obviously
- contributes to the shrinkage of affordable -

housing units in Cambridge. Some tenants
have already had to move out of the building

Oct F, (€186

because of the proposed rent hikes.

" The Cambridge community should be .

aware of what is happening in our building.
Since the Rent Control Board has.not yet

decided on these cases, it should be able to
avert the sudden increase and rein in this

-kind of unbridled landlord activity,

Eleven Tenants of 472474 Broadway

—-Boyd’s Eye View

WITH THIS BUNCH OF
JUNIOR LEAGUERS, WE'LL

BUILD A GREAT TEAM!
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tractive urban mall, area resiaents are¢ wary
a develppment larger than Boston’s Cop-
ley Place will bring unwanted traffic into
their nexghborhood

Karp says he is tentatively planmng
600,000 square feet of retail space includ-
ing three large ‘“‘anchor’’ department
stores. Lechmere will remain on the site,
and Karp says he is talking with officials
from Sears, Filene’s and two other stores
to fill the other two “‘anchor’ slots.
. Approximately 100 condominiums’and
120,000 square feet of office space are also
planned for the 11-acre site between First

Street and Commercial Avenue from the

L.echmere Canal to Charles Street.

Karp says he hopes to begin construc-
tion in the spring on the first phase of the
development, building a new structure for

‘an extensive tratnc stuay, . ne€ aaas.

Karp says two consultants already have
conducted traffic studies for his.company,’
concluding that once.the ongoing expan- |

sion of Commercial Avenue and other :

nearby roadway improvements are com: "

plete, the roads will be able to handle the
traffic from the planned development.

East Cambridge Planning Team member -

Paul Dodds is doubtful. ‘“That’s a huge de-

velopment. The area is too small, the roads-
are too heavily used. The nexghborhoodw

will be swamped,” he says.
‘Karp, who developed the Arsenal Mall

in. Watertown, and Liberty Tree Mall“in

Danvers among other malls in Massachu-
setts and .New. Hampshrre, ~argues the,
mixed uses will keep traffic:problems to;
a minimum because busy ttmes for office

ino

[IC propiems, LJOAAs 5ays. ATcd NEIZNDOL-
hood groups are calling for a review of the
impacts of those .developments before
;new. projects are approved, he says. |

~-iKellogg says. while the’ first phase of -
“Lechmere area road unprovements - First
-Street and the O'Brien Highway — is fin-
“ished,-the second-and third phases — the
-widening of the bridge: on Commercral
Avenue over the Lechmere Canal and the
‘wrdemng of Commercial Avenue. to six
lanes~— are being held up’because the
s_uuuacto., Bake:, Constructron Company,

“went bankrupt' recently. . S

o .Those phases ‘will ‘be- ﬁmshed in. late
1987 or early 1988, Kellogg says, noting_
§t9re in the:mall will open before the
roadwork is complete SERTRE R R H
. A e —-l-. Denms

Harvard Seeks Rent Hikes in Rent-ControlIed Mld-Cambrldge Properhes

Harvard University is seeking large rent
increases at a number of Mid-Cambridge
rent-controlled apartment buildings, in-
cluding a Broadway apartment building
where it is seeking rental increases of 75
percent.

. The rent increases Harvard Umverslty
is seeking would affect rents in approxi-
mately 350 apartments in the following
seven buildings: 9-13a and 18-20 Ware St,.
472-474 Broadway, 64 Oxford St., 50-52
Trowbridge St., and 22-24 and 85- 95 Pres-
cott St. The rent increases have been.re-
quested to pay for capital improvements
and to allow the university to réceive the
largest profit possible under rent control
laws, says Sally Zeckhauser, president of
Harvard Real Estate Inc.

“What they’re doing is creating mar-
ket-rate rents under rent control,” says Mi-
chael Turk, a tenant activist. ‘‘They want
to get more profits from their buildings.”

Harvard is seeking rent adjustments at
these buildings to pay for capital improve-

ments over the last four or five years,

Zeckhauser says. -

The university also is “aggressively pur-.-'

suing” so-called “‘Regulation 72" rental ad-
justments — which allow landlords to ad-
just individual building rents to account
for inflation — because many of the build-
ings had their rents decreased in the gen-

eral rent adjustment voted by, the Cam- °

bridge Rent Control Board last year,
Zeckhauser says.

. However,
quested rent increases will merely boost
the university’s profit margin and only
provide tenants with many unnecessary
improvements to their buildings. Harvard
will .more than double its profit margin

from the Broadway building if it wins de-

sired rent increases from the rent board,
according to Turk. He cites landscaping al-
terations at the Broadway building as an

example of unnecessary improvements.;’

tenants say Harvard s re-

The hikes will hit tenants hard. Forex-

_pides’ rent has only risen from $2 30 sm,c_e_‘,

1 proposed rent increases.

“‘.ar
—F T
the $330.she ‘pays for a one-bedroom’
apartment would increase to $576 if Har-
vard’s rent increases are| iapproved by the”
‘rent board. And Dia Philippides, another .

tenant at the Broadway building, says her
rent would rise from $335 to $583. Philip-..

‘1978, sheisays: - - rrr A

“There: must be a better way, > Hunt
says “I could ‘see if they had gradual in-:
creases. That wouldn’t be sucha blow 10
tenants,” ' B

I's absolutely agamst the spxnt of rent,
control,” adds Philippides.*To have such~
an abrupt and huge increase all at once just
baffles me.”* Philippides says one tenant;
has already-left the building and another -
plans to leave because they can’t afford the

““We felt ‘they were necessary says
Zeckhauser of the capita! improvements. -

N X
“We didn’t, do them_for lnvolous rea—*‘
.‘50“5'" ST e ! :

L

-historical’ commission.. ‘But fearmg that |
B protec@on may.be lost if the city loses the_ |
“suit,~city~councillors last spring denied".

“ing, saying thcy were bcmg dénied work

seme . sy = - e

“though thé development ﬁrm agreed\ 0a

-narrow: path and an extension of the park,
‘it refused to put the burldrng any: further
-away- from the.tree. %

,-,_

The tree-now is proteeted: hy‘ the hrstor- 1

:1cal landmark desrgnatton from_the city’s-

- Spaulding and Slye permission to build a*
pedestrian’ bridge between:two  of its
Cambridgepark Drive. burldmgs in North
Cambridge until the company resolved tbe

tree -issue with, Riverside /resrdents .

34 The- §tatus ‘of: the tree and'the” bndge

i‘were on hold until several: carpeiiters ap:#

peared atthe October 6 city.council meet-

‘because the bndge ‘was bemg held up

. tqymg unsucccssfully 10 gct
Spauldtng and_ | Slye to grant.the city. an..

jthe treeis protected now by the landmark

desrgnatnon and councnllors ‘have no rea-- ¥
son to link the:bridge issue to. ‘the beech'i i

:tree.’‘Onelis’a ‘bndge and one,is a tree,’
“he said. +é5 T ¢
+But ; Yelluccr retorted *<

‘10 get the easemen

hxstory “of the tree,
stree advocates will; get‘ ‘what. they want
d,

‘easement for, the pathway that would pro- '_ I

" City. Manager Robert Healy argued that-: )

fi brrdgc “and I'want the tree' ” He “said. he | %>
would negotiate: wrth Spauldtng and Slye :

ample, Broadway tenant Susan Hunt says
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8. S,ég/’/
Comm. from Eleanora Mendonca, Susan Hunt, et
al, residents of 472-474 Broadway Re: pend-
ing petitions before the Rent Control Board

by Harvard Real Estate to increase their
monthly rents substantially.

In City Council,

Tefavnrd fz“‘é (}'\ /”””f/‘/
a
ST Confred Borad
CA7V41 Aent” O %¢&D(Zﬁﬁ;71%&ﬂulf?14/ff

'ﬂémwf@/ wne] (Bt (or ks i/ ey
/"'//0/% b






