Order
Councillor David Wylie

December 15, 1975

Whereas the Fresh Pond Reservation is Cambridge's most
important natural resource, a place of unique beauty and _
surprising remoteness from buildings, traffic and city pressures,

Whereas the Reservation is also part of the City's vital
water system, requiring careful observation of proper water
resource practices, :

LY

Whereas the Reservation serves as a major recreation center
for thousands of people, and

Whereas the fragile balance of uses and values has been
abruptly upset by the destruction of hundreds of trees, at the
order of the Water Board, in the area between the water and
perimeter fence, causing widespread consternation,

Now therefore, it is ordered that:

1. The City Manager and Water Board review the tree
cutting program at Fresh Pond Reservation and before
any further cutting (other than removal of diseased
or dead trees and removal of brush), hold a public
hearing.

2. The City Manager review the positions on the Water
Board and if there are members whose appointments
have expired, consider either through reappointments
or new appcintments how to ensure that the positions
are filled by persons who are sensitive to and
trained or experienced in the problems of resource
management,

3. The City Solicitor advise the Manager, Water Board
and City Council regarding their respective obligations
under whatever environmental statutes, rules and
regulations may be pertinent, including General Laws ,
Chapter 30, Sections 61 and 62.

4, The Water Board and Planning Department undertake to
create a long term land and water resource conservation
and management plan for both the Fresh Pond Reservation
and the Hobbs Brook Pond facilities.

5. The Planning Department and City Solicitor?'!s office
draft a "tree displacement" ordinance for consideration
by the City Council which would control and regulate
the cutting of trees in the City of Cambridge.



The Manager study the best manner in which to secure
employment within the City government of a person
trained in forestry and land use conservation and. ..
management,

The Planning Department and Water Board are requested
to create a plan for restoration of the cut area and
for the planting and other creation of compensating
amenities to restore the screening of Fresh Pond from
the damaging effect of the nearby highway and its
commercial uses,

The Manager report on progress as to the foregoing
as soon as practicable and before any further tree
cutting occurs at Fresh Pond other than cuttlng of
dead or dylng trees.
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3 ' , : IN CITY COUNCIL
AMENDED ORDER , December 15, 1975

Councillor Wylie

WHEREAS: : .
The Fresh Pond Reservation is Cambridge's most important natural resource,

a place of wnique beauty and surprising remoteness from buildings, traffic and

city pressures, and :

WHEREAS: _ ;. ‘
The Reservation is also part of the City's vital water system, requiring
careful observation of proper water resource practices,and

WHEREAS
The Reservation serves as a major recreation center for thousands of
people, and : :

WHEREAS: ' ' '

The fragile balance of uses and values has been abruptly upset by the
destruction of hundrzds of trees, at the order of the Water Board, in the area
between the water and perimeter fence, causing widespread consternation, now
therefore be it : - '

RESOLVED: : _ :

1. That the Jity Manager and Water Bozrd review the tree cutting
program a: Fresh Pond Reservation end before any further cutting
(other than removal of diseased or dead trees and removal of
brush), hold a public hearing. '

2. That the City Manager review the pcsitions en the Water Board
and if there aré members whose appcintments have expired, con-
sider either through reappointmente or new appointments how to
ensure that the positions are filled by persans who are sensitive

to and trained or experienced in the problems of resource manage-
ment . '

3. That the City Solicitor advise the Manager, Water Board and City
Council regarding their respective obligations under whatever
environmental statutes, rules and regulations may be pertinent,
including General Laws, Chapter 30, Sections 61 and 62,

4o That the Water Board and Planning Department undertake to create a
long term land and water resource conservation and management plan
for both the Fresh Pond Reservation and the Hobbs Brook Pond
facilities. '
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That the Planning Department and City Solicitor's
Office draft a "tree displacement" ordinance for
consideration by the City Council which would contrel
and regulate the cutting of trees in the City of
Cambridge.

That the Manager study the best manner in which to
secure employment within the City government of a
persen trained in forestry and land use conservation
and management.

That the Planning Department and Water Board are
requested to create a plan for restoratien of the
cut area and fer the planting and eother creation of
compensating amenities to restore the screening of
Fresh Pbond from the damaging effect of the nearby
highway and its commercial uses.

That the Manager report on progress as to the fore-
going‘as soon as practicable and before any further
tree cutting occurs at Fresh Pond other than cutting
of dead or dying trees.

That the City Manager direct the Water Board to
inferm the City Council as to the total amount of
contracts awarded the Camp, Dresser and McKee Firm in

“r the past ten years, said report te be in writing and

to further outline what this program will accomplish
and the amount of money already paid on this project
and where in the planning process this pregram went
awrye.
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C. Wylie resolutions on the Fresh Pond
Reservation. '

In City Council,
Dec. 15, 1975






