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T ’ ORDINANCE NO. 875 |
Noe 1899, First Publication in bhe Chronicle Sun on January 27, 1977.

n City of Cambridge

In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred, Seventy-Six
. \ , '

AN ORDINANCE

In amendment to an ordinance formerly entitled: "The General Ordinances
of the City of Canbridge" as revised in 1972 and now designated as "The Code
of the City of Cambridge."

Be it ordained by the City Council pf the City of Cambridge as follows:

* Chapter 17 entitled: "Public Works" is hereby amended by striking out
‘therefrom Sections 17-52 through and including Section 17-62, and substi-
tuting in place thereof the following:

Sec. 17-52 Definitions. ‘ , , v S
Unless the context specifically indicates otherwise, the meaning of
terms used in this ordinance shall be as follows:

"BOD" (denoting Biochemical Oxygen Demand) shall mean the quantity
of oxygen utilized in the biochemical oxidation of organic matter under
standard laboratory procedure in five (5) days at 20°c, expressed in
milligrams per liter. . . . SR ST

"Building Drain" shall mean that part. of the lowest horizontal .
piping of a drainage system which receives the discharge from soil,
waste, and other drainage pipes inside the walls of the building and
conveys it to the building sewer, begiming five (5) feet (1.5 meters)
outside the inner face of the building wall.

, "Building Sewer" shall mean the extension from the building
drain to the public sewer or other place of disposal.

"Combined Sewer" shall mean a sewer receiving both surface runoff
and sewage.

"Commissioner" shall mean the Commissioner of Public Works of
the City of Canbridge, or his authorized deputy, agent, or represen-
tative, - ‘ A L

) "Garbage"'Shall:mean solid wastes from the domestic and commercial
preparation, cooking, and dispensing of food, and from the handling,
storage, and sale of produce. S - .

"Industrial Wastes" shall mean the liquid wastes from industrial

manufacturing processes, trade, or business asfdistinct’from sanitary
sewage. - '
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of code provisions or in amplification thereof, the materials and
procedures set forth in appropriate specifications of the ASTM and
WPCF Manual of Practice Mo. 9 shall apply. .

g) Whenever possible, the building sewer shall be brought to the
building at an elevation below the basement floor. In all buildings
in which any building drain is too low to permit gravity flow to the
public sewer, sanitary sewage carried by such building drain shall be
lifted by an approved means and discharged to the building sewer.

h) No person shall make connection of roof downspouts, exterior
foundation drains, areaway drains, or other sources of surface runoff
or ground water to a building sewer or building drain which in turn
is connected directly or indirectly to a public sanitary sewer.

i) The connection of the building sewer into the public sewer shall
conform to the requirements of the State building and plumbing code,

other applicable rules and regulations of the City, and the procedures set
forth in appropriate specifications of the ASTM and WPCF Manual of
Practice No. 9. All such connections shall be made gastight and water-
tight. Any deviation fram the prescribed procedures and materials
must be approved by the Commissioner before installation.

j) The applicant for the building sewer permit shall notify the
Comuissioner when the building sewer is ready for inspection and
connection to the public sewer.  The connection shall be made under
the supervision of the Commissioner or his representative.

k) All excavations for building sewer installation shall be ade-
quately guarded with barricades and lights so as to protect the public
from hazard. Streets, sidewalks, parkways, and other public property
disturbed in the course of the work shall be restored in a manner
satisfactory to the City. ' '

Sec. 17-54. Use of Sewer for Unpolluted Drainage: Restriction.. .
a) No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged any storm-
water, surface water, groundwater, roof runoff, subsurface drainage,
uncontaminated cooling water, or unpolluted industrial process waters
to any sanitary sewer.

b) Stormwater and all other unpolluted drainage shall be discharged
to such sewers as are specifically designated as combined sewers or
storm sewers, or to a natural outlet approved by the Commissioner.
Industrial cooling water or unpolluted process waters may be discharged

on approval of the Conmissioner to a storm sewer, canbined sewer, or
natural outlet.



Sec. 17-55.Prohibited Sewage and Wastes.
No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged, any of the
following described waters or wastes to any public sewers:

a) Any gasoline, benzene, naptha, fuel oil, or other flammable
or explosive liquid, solid, or gas.

b) Any waters or wastes containing toxic or poisonous solids,
liquids, or gases in sufficient quantity, either singly or by inter-
action with other wastes, to injure or interfere with any sewage treat-
ment process, constitute a hazard to humans or animals, create a public
nuisance, or create any hazard in the receiving waters of the sewage
treatment plant

c) Any waters or wastes having a pH lower than (5.5), or having
any other corrosive property capable of causing damage or hazard to
structures, equipment, and personnel of the sewage works.

d) Solid or viscous substances in quantities or of such size

capable of causing obstruction to the flow in sewers, or other inter-
ference with the proper operation of the sewage works such as, but not
limited to, ash, ashes, cinders, sand, mud, straw, shavings, metal,
glass, rags, feathers, tar, plastics, wood, unground garbage, whole
blood, paunch manure, hair and fleshings, entrails and paper dishes,
cups, milk containers, etc. either whole or ground by garbage grinders.

Sec. 17-56. Prohibited Sewage and Wastes subject to variance.

No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged the following
described'substances, materials, waters, or wastes if it appears likely
in the opinion of the Cammissioner that such wastes can harm either
the sewers, sewage treatment process, or equipment, have an adverse
effect on the receiving stream, or can otherwise endanger life, limb,
public property, or constitute a nuisance. In forming his opinion as
to the acceptability of these wastes,‘the Camissioner will give con-
sideration to such factors as the quantities of subject wastes in
relation to flows and velocities in the sewers, materials of construc-
tion of the sewers, nature of the sewage treatment process, capacity
of the sewage treatment plant, degree of treatability of wastes in
the sewage treatment plant, and other - pertinent factors. The sub-
stances prohibited are:

a) Any liquid or ovapor having a temperature higher than one
hundred fifty (150 C)

b) Any water or waste containing fats, wax, grease{ or oils,
- whether emulsified or not, in excess of one hundred (100) mg/l
or containing substances which may solidify or became viscous at -

temperatures between thirty—two (32) and one hundred fifty (150°F)
(0 and 65° C).

c) Any garbage that has not been properly'shredded. The
installation and operation of any garbage grinder equipped with a
motor of three-fourths (3/4) horsepower (0.76 HP metric) or greater
shall be subject to the review and approval of the Commissioner.

/.
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d) Any waters of wastes containing strong acid iron pickling
wastes, or concentrated plating solutions whether neutralized or not.

e) Any waters or wastes containing iron, chromium, copper, zinc,
and similar objectionable or toxic substances; or wastes exert-

ing an excessive chlorine requirement, to such degree that any such
material received in the camposite sewage at the sewage treatment
works exceeds the limits established by the Comm1551oner for such
materials.

f) Any waters or wastes containing phenols or other taste or odor
producing substances, in such concentrations exceeding limits
which may be established by the Camnissioner as necessary, after
treatment of the camposite sewage to meet the requirements of the
State, Federal, or other public agencies or jurisdiction for such
discharge to the receiving waters.

g) Any radioactive wastes or isotopes of such half-life or
concentration as may exceed limits established by the Commissioner
in campliance with applicable State or Federal regulations. =

h) Any waters or wastes having a pH in excess of 9.5.
i) MaterialSIWhich‘éxert or cauSe:.,

(1) Unusual concentrations of inert suspended solids (such
as, but not limited to, Fullers earth, lime slurries, and lime resi-
dues) or of dissolved solids (such as, but not llmlted to, sodium
chloride and sodium sulfate).

(2) Excessive discoloration (such as, but not llmlted to,
dye wastes and vegetable tanning solutions).

(3) Unusual BOD,‘chemlcal oxygen demand or chlorine
requlrements in such quantities as to constltute a 51gn1f1cant load
on the sewage treatment works.

~(4) Unusual volume of flow or concentratlon of wastes.
constituting "slugs" as defined herein.’

j) Waters or wastes containing substances which are not amen-
able to treatment or reduction by the sewage treatment process
employed, or are amenable to treatment only to such degree that the
sewage treatment plant effluent cannot meet the requirements of other
agencies having jurisdiction over discharge to the receiving waters.

Sec. 17-57. Powers of Camissioner over Discharges.

a) If any waters or wastes are discharged, or are proposed to be
discharged to the public sewers, which waters~contain the substances
or possess the characteristics enumerated in Section 17-56 of this
Article, and which in the judgement of the Comm1551oner, may have a
deleterious




effect upon the sewage works, processes, equipment, or receiving
waters, or which otherwise create a hazard to life or constitute a
public nuisance, the Commissioner may: (1) Reject the wastes:

(2) Require pretreatment to an acceptable condition for discharge

to the public sewers; (3) Require control over the quantities and rates
of discharge;(4) Require payment to cover the added cost of handling
and treating the wastes not covered by existing taxes or sewer charges.

b) If the Commissioner permits the pretreatment of equalization of
waste flows, the design and installation of the plants and equipment
 shall be subject to the review and approval of the Commissioner, and
subject to the requirements of all appllcable codes, ordinances, and
laws.

c) Grease, oil, and sand interceptors shall be provided when, in the
opinion of the Commissioner they are necessary for the proper handling
of liquid wastes containing grease in excessive amounts, or any
flamable wastes, sand, or other harmful ingredients; except that
such interceptors shall not be required for private‘living quarters
or dwelling units. -All interceptors shall be of a type and capacity
approved by the Commissioner and shall be located as to be readily
and easily acce551ble for cleanlng and 1nspect10n

d) Where prellmlnary treatment or flow—equallzlng fac111t1es are
provided for any waters or wastes, they shall be maintained contin-
uously by the Qwner at his expense, in a manner deemed satisfactory
to the Commissioner. : :

e) When required by the Commissioner the owner of any property .
serviced by a building sewer carrying industrial wastes shall install
a suitable control manhole together with such necessary meters, and
other appurtenances in the building sewer to facilitate observation
sampling, and measurement .of the wastes. Such manhole, when required,
shall be accessibly and safety located, and shall be constructed in
accordance with plans approved by the Commisssioner. The manhole
shall be installed by the owner at his expense, and shall be main-
tained by h1m so as to be safe and acce551ble at all times.

f) A1l 1ndustr1es dlscharglng into a public sewer shall per-
form such monitoring of their discharges as the Commissioner and/or
other duly authorized employees of the City may reasonably require,
including installation, use, and maintenance of monitoring equipment,
keeping records and reportlng the results of such monitoring to the
Commissioner. Such records shall be made available upon request by
the Commissioner to other agencies having jurlsdlctlon over discharges
to the receiving waters.



Sec. 17-58. Powers and Authority of Inspectors.

a) The Commissioner and other duly authorized employees of the City
bearing proper credentials and identification shall be permitted to
enter all properties for the purposes of inspection, observation,
measurement, sampling, and testing in accordance with the provisions
of this ordinance. The Camissioner or his representative shall have
no authority to inquire into any processes including metallurgical,
chemical, oil, refining, ceramic, paper, or other industries beyond
that point having a direct bearing on the kind and source of discharge
to the sewers or waterways or facilities for wastes treatment.

b) While performing the necessary work on private properties refer-
red to in Article V, Section 1, above, the Commissioner or duly author-
ized employees of the City shall observe all safety rules applicable
to the premises established by the company and the campany shall be
held harmless for injury or death to the City employees and the City
shall indemify the campany against loss or damage to its property
by Clty employees and against liability ‘claims and demands for person-
al injury or property damage asserted against the campany and growing
out of the qauging and sampling operation, except as such may be
caused by negligence or failuré of the ccmoany to malntaln safe con-
ditions as required in Article III, Section 8.

c) The Camissioner and other duly authorlzed employees of the City
bearing proper credentials and identification shall be permitted to
enter all private propertles through which the City holds a duly
negotiated easement for the purposes of, but not-limited to, inspec-
tion, observation, measurement, sampling, repalr, and maintenance of
any portion of the sewage works lying within said easement. All entry
and subsequent work, if any, on said easement, shall be done in full
accordance with the terms of the, duly negotlated easement pertalnlng
to the prlvate prooerty 1nvolved , :

Sec. 17-59. Standard for Measurements; Sampling Techniques.

All measurements, tests, and analyses of the characteristics
of water and wastes to which reference is made in this ordinance
shall be determined in accordance with the latest edition of "Stan-
dard Methods for the Examination of Water and Wastewater", published
" by the American Public Health Association, and shall be determined
at the control manhole provided, or upon suitable samples taken at
said control manhole. In the event that no special manhole has been
provided the control manhole shall be determined by the Commissioner.
Sampling shall be carried out by customarily accepted methods. to
reflect the effect of constitutents upon the sewage works and to
determine the existence of hazards to life, limb, and property.
(The particular analyses involved will determine whether a twenty-four
(24) hour composite of all outfalls of a premise is. -appropriate or whether
a grab sample or samples should be taken. Normally, but not always,
BOD and suspended solids analyses are obtained fram 24-hour camposites
of all outfalls whereas pH's are determined from perlodlc grab samples.




Sec. 17-60. Destruction of Property Prohibited. ;

No unauthorized person shall maliciously, willfully, or negli-
gently break, damage, destroy, uncover, deface, or tamper with any
structure, appurtenance, or equipment which is a part of the sewage works.
Any person violating this provision shall be subject to immediate '
arrest under charge of disorderly conduct. :

Sec. 17-61. Penalty. | _ ' ' :

a) Any person found to.be violating any of the provisions of sections
17-52 to 17-59 shall be served by the City with written notice stating
the nature of the violation and providing a reasonable time for the
satisfactory correction thereof. The offender shall, within the period
of time stated in such notice, permanently cease all violations.

b) Any person who shall continue any violation beyond the time limit
provided for in subsection a, above, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor,
and on conviction thereof shall be fined in the amount not exceeding
twenty dollars for each violation. Each day in which ‘any such viola-
tion shall continue shall be deemed a separate offense. :

c) Any person”violatiﬁg any'of‘the pfovisions,bf}seCtions_17-52'to
and including section 17-61 shall: become liable to-the City for any -. :
expense, loss, or damage'occassioned;the City be reason of such violation.

Sec. 17-62. Annual Sewer Use Charge.

- There be and hereby is established an annual charge for the use of
the public sewers of the City by each and every estate in’the City having
one or more building sewers discharging into said public sewers. :

a) For the period commencing on (date of passage of this ordinance), and
extending to June 30, 1977, to charge for use of public sewers of the City
shall be twenty-seven($.27)cents per hundred cubic feet, based upon metered
water consumption, and/or other applicable standards for computation of sewer

usage, as set forth in subsections ¢,d,e, and f of this section.

b) For the fiscal year commencing on July 1, 1977, and for each fiscal year
thereafter, the City Manager shall recammend as a part of the annual budget
submitted to the City Council, a just and equitable sewer service charge based
on metered water consumption and/or other applicable standards for computation of
sewer usage as set forth in subsections c,d,e, and f of this section. ' Said charge
shall take into account all appropriate sewer related estimated revenues and .
available surpluses, and shall produce sufficient revenue to equal or exceed the
annual appropriations proposed for sewer operation, maintenance, and debt service.
The City Council shall adopt the annual sewer servie charge in conjunction with its
adoption of the annual budget. In so aing, the City Council may increase or decreasc
the City Manager's recommended sewer  service charge in proportion to any increase or
decrease it may adopt in the City Manager's recamended appropriations for sewer '
operations, maintenance, and debt service. 2 .

c) 'The quantity of water supplied by the City through a water meter in good working
order shall be determined by the reading of such meter. The quantity of all other
water shall be established by the Commissioner of Public Works by any reasonable and
equitable mehtod apt in the circumstances of the particular case to determine the
quantity of water discharged by the building sewer or sewers of the estate into the
public sewers of the City. However, where water not supplied by the City, but

-8-



‘ derlved or received by an estatc from another source, and/or water used

on an estate in such a manner as not to enter the public sewers of the City
and where such water is measured by one or more water meters in good
working order installed and maintained on the estate by the Commissioner of
Public Works at the request and expense of the owner or tenant of such
estate, the quantity of water so derived or recelved, or the quantity -

of water so used, or both, shall be determlned by the readlngs of such

. meter or meters. -

~d) If Water SO supplied; derived, or'received’iSVUSed on the estate in

such a manner as not to enter the public sewers of the City, determination -
of the charge established by this ordinance shall be the quantity so used
deducted from the aggregate amount of water so supplled, derlved, or

- received during such period.

e) In no case shall the minimum annual charge for publlc sewer use under
the provisions of thlS ordlnance by less than Ten ($10. 00) Dollars.

f) Persons exempt from the payment of water rates and charges, hut only

such persons, shall be exempt from the charges established by this ordinance.

Water supplied by the City or any other source used exclusively for fire
pipe purposes shall not be included in ‘the determlnatlon of the charges
establlshed by thlS ordlnance T : . i

g) The charges establlshed by thlS ordlnance shall be due and payable by
the owner of record at such time or times and in such installments if any,
as said Cormissioner from time to time determines. - Said Camissioner
shall in his order of assessment designate as.the owner of a parcel assessed,
the person who was llable to assessment therefore on the precedlng January
flrst . ~ S o L L ,

h) A nonthiy intere5t~charge %f one and one half (1 56) percent shall be
assessed on the balance of any sewer service use charge remaining unpaid
after thirty days from the date of billing. Non payment - upon such

date shall furthermore be deemed to be delinquent and thereafter such '
dellnquency 'shall constitute a llen upon the real estate for which such
service is supplied.: The City Treasurer—Collector be and hereby is author-
ized and directed to file sworn statements 'showing such delinquencies in the
office of the recorder of deeds of Middlesex County, and the filing of such
statements shall be deemed notice of the llen of such charges for such
services. - :

In Clty Council March 14, 1977.‘

- Passed to be ordalned by a yea and- nay vote'—'Yeas 6 Nays 3% Absent Oe

James Le Sulllvan, Clty Manager. :
ATTEST°— Paul E. Hea1y3<glty Clerk.‘~w




FIRST.PUBLICATION NO. 1894

City of Cambridge

In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Seventy~Seven

AN ORDINANCE

~In amendment to an ordinance formerly entitled: "The General Ordinances of the ’

City of Cambridge" as revised in 1972 and now designated as "The Code of the City
of Cambridge".,

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Cambridge as follows:

That the present Section 17-52 through and including Section 17-62
of Chapter 17 entitled: "Public Works" which deals with the construction,
operation and maintenance of sewers in the City of Cambridge be stricken

and new Sections 17-52 through Section 17-62 be substituted in place thereof.

Attest:- Paul E, Healy, City Clerk.

NOTE: = Pursuant to the provisions of General Laws, Chapter 43, Section 23,
Tercentenary Edition, being a part of the City Charter, the ordinance
as aforesaid, which exceeds in length eight octavo pages of ordinary
book print may be examined at the Office of the City Clerk in the form
of a printed pamphlet during office hours on or after January 26, 1977.

By order of the City Council,

Paul &, Healy, City Clerk.
In City Council January 2L, 1977.
Passed to a second reading at the City Council Meeting of January 2L,

1977 and on or after February 1k, 1977 the question may be on passing to be
ordained., '



FIRST PUBLICATION NO, 189Y4

City of Cambridge

In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Seventy-Seven

AN ORDINANCE

In amendment to an ordinance formerly entitled: '"The General Ordinances of the
City of CambridgeV as revised in 1972 and now designated as "The Code of the City
. of Cambridge", ~ ;

Be it 6rdained by the City Council of the City of Cambridge as follows:

That the present Section 17-52 through and including Section 17-62
of Chapter 17 entitled: "Public Works" which deals with the construction,
operation and maintenance of sewers in the City of Cambridge be stricken

and new Sections 17-52 through Section 17-62 be subétituted in place tHereof.

Attest:- Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.

NOTE: Pursuant to the provisions of General Laws, Chapter 13, 5ection'23,
Tercentenary Edition, being a part of the City Charter, the ordinance
as aforesaid, which exceeds in length eight octavo pages of ordinary
book print may be examined at the Office of the City Clerk in the form
of a printed pamphlet during office hours on or after January 26, 1977.

By order of the City Council,

Paul &, Healy, City Clerk.
In City Council January 24, 1977. ‘
Passed to a second reading at the City Council Meeting of January 2,
1977 and on or after February 1, 1977 the question may be on passing to be
ordained. :

e



FIRST PUBLICATION NO. 189)

City of Cambridge

In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Seventy-Seven

AN ORDINANCE
-In amendment to an ordinance formerly entitled: "The General Ordinances of the

City of Cambridge" as revised in 1972 and now designated as "The Code of the City
of Cambridge".

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Cambridge as follows:
That the present Section 17-52 through and including Section 17-62

of Chapter 17 entitled: "Public Works" which deals with the construction,
operation and maintenance of sewers in the City of Cambridge be stricken

and new Sections 17-52 through Section 17-62 be substituted in place thereof.

Attest:- Paul E, Healy, City Clerk.

NOTE: Pursuant to the provisions of General Laws, Chapter L3, Section 23,

- Tercentenary Edition, being a part of the City Charter, the ordinance
as aforesaid, which exceeds in length eight octavo pages of ordinary
book print may be examined at the Office of the City Clerk in the form
of a printed pamphlet during office hours on or after January 26, 1977.

By order of the City Council,

_ Paul &, Healy, City Clerk.
In City Council January 2, 1977.
Passed to a second reading at the City Council Meeting of January 2,
1977 and on or after February 1k, 1977 the question may be on passing to be
ordained,



FIRST PUBLICATION NO, 189l .

- City of Cambridge

In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Seventy-Seven

AN ORDINANCE

In amendment to an ordinance formerly entitled: "The General Ordinances of the

City of Cambridge" as revised in 1972 and now designated as "The Code of the City'

~of Cambridge",

Be it ordained by‘ the City Council of the City of Cambn'dgé as follows:

That the'present Section 17-52 through and including Section 17-62
of Chapter 17 entitled: "Public Works" which deals with the construction,
operation and maintenance of sewers in the City of Cambridge be stricken

and new Sections 17-52 through Section 17-62 be substituted in place thereof.,

Attest:- Paul E, Healy, City Clerk.

NOTE: Pursuant to the provisions of General Laws, Chapter L3, Section 23,
Tercentenary Edition, being a part of the City Charter, the ordinance
as aforesaid, which exceeds in length eight octavo pages of ordinary
book print may be examined at the Office of the City Clerk in the form
of a printed pamphlet during office hours on or after January 26, 1977.

By order of the City Council,

Paul £, Healy, City Clerk.
In City Council January 2k, 1977.
Paésed to a second réading at the City Council Meeting of January 2L,

1977 and on or after February 1L, 1977 the question may be on passing to be
ordained. '
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139
'. Tel. 876-6800

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
JAMES L. SULLIVAN

City Manager : : o - January 24, 1977

S

To the Honorable, the City Council:

Enclosed for your‘considerafioh and passage is an ordinance
which amends the sewer ordinance. This amendment is required by
the Federal Government in order for a locality to be eligible for
federal funds for the construction of separate sanitary and storm
sewers. The ordinance is based on the model ordinance recommended
by the U. S. Env1ronmental Protectlon Agency for compliance with

'federal regulatlons.

‘ The.federal reimbursement is conservatively estimated at
$6,800,000, -“or a savings to the City of Cambridge in the project
cost over the life of a 20-year bond (pr1n01pa1 and interest) of
slo, 370 000.

Again,,to be eligible for.this project cost savinge, it is
necessary for the City to adopt the proposed ordinance amendment

and, thus,:it is my recommendation that this amendment proceed
quickly to ordlnatlon by the City Counc1l

Very tfuly’yours,

mes L. Sullivan
S s ity-Manager

JLS/mbf
Enc.
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Proposed amendment to the sewer ordinance.

In City Council,

7 & January 2L, 1977





