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: February 24, 1975
TO: THE CITY COUNCIL o
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS

The Bay State Gasoline Retailers Association represents the gasoline
dealers in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and is their voice on a local,
state and federal level. :

Our role, as the official industry spokesman, is through knowledge and
education to help stabilize the industry, encourage honesty and ethical
business and assist to create a more professional attitude within the
industry. '

We are attaching a petition signed by the gasoline dealers of the
City of Cambridge requesting that:

‘a) No self-service gasoline station, as hereinafter defined, shall
be permitted - no person other than the service station owner,
operator or an authorized employee shall use or operate any motor
fuel dispensing equipment at any gasoline service station.

b) A gasoline service station is defined to be any place of
business, public or private, wherein gasoline or other flammable
liquid motor fuel for motor vehicles or internal combustion engines
is dispensed at retail into fuel tanks of vehicles or engines.

<)) That penalties ‘for violation of this ordlnance be set forth by
the City" Council.

We pray your indulgence and the careful consideration of the attached
petition. :

We are cognizant of the fact that you are very busy with matters to
your municipality; however, we feel this marketing trend is of sufficient
import to warrant its discussion at this council meeting.

Respectfully yoyrs,

(//1/ " /77 %«/{/44//
A1v1n Brezxnsk
Vice President
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We argAggﬁ@hgiqﬁﬁferned that the approval of self-sexvice
stations in our communlty will be a regre531ve step in our industry
and not in the best interest of the motoring publlc.

- Safety Gasoline is one of the most dangerous products on'the_
‘ market today, and must be handled carefully and by responsible.-

. people who are aware of the dangers and know how to handle it. ",*'
We submit that the average motorist should not be dispensing o
gasoline. An accidental spillage on the pavement or clothing ‘.
presents a potential hazard and death trap. The safety regulations
require the englne to be shut off and no smoking within 10 feet
while gasoline is being dispensed, however a motorist in a hurry,
could forget these regulations and a serious disaster could occur.
For safety reasons alone, we feel it is a detriment to the publlc

\ to allow the self—serve operatlons to exist. o

2. Appearance & Community Value The self-serve operation is
nothing more than a control booth and pumps. The installation is -
1nexpens1ve and the appearance does not enhance the environment,.
and some are merely an eyesore. In addition to this, these’
. operations are occupying prime locations but are not contributing
the maximum dollar return to the municipality. The self-serve gas
bar employs generally only one person in the control booth as
c0mpared to several attendants in the normal service station
operation. As a result, if the self-serve operation becomes
w1despread, many people will be eased out of the 1abor force, some
{» of which will become a burden to the community. ;
w_mw_“”mwl'g"é:\.ntenance Most motorists have become accustomed to the : '
diligent and conscientious -care of their car as prov1ded by the
service station operator. When a motorist drives in for gasollne,ﬁ
most prudent operators will check tires, battery, oil, fan belts,
wipers and clean the windows, and advise the motorist of any item
that requires attention. The self-serve operation doces not provide
this service and as a result many cars will be operating with
IR defective items unknown to the motorist.
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4. Pollution & Energy In ow society today, the trend is toward
d pollution control and conservation of energy. Only a properly
tuned and maintained vehicle will operate efficiently. An untuned
or badly maintained vehicle adds to pollution and consumes too much

- energy.

5. Mechanical Fitness The commonwealth of Massachusetts has a
semi-annual mandatory inspection of all motor vehicles geared to
. take unsafe vehicles off the road. The percentage of unsafe
5 vehicles on the road, even now, is proof that adequate maintenance
is not carried out in many cases. The self-serve operation can only
“add to this unsafe list without the normal check of the service

N , station staff.
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We recognize that the modern trend in retailing is toward self-
A serve. Groceries, drugs, shoes, department stores, liquor and'many
o other commodities are now sold in this convenient manner. We would,
however, remind you that any item that presents any danger whatsoever
is still sold on a personal basis, and it is doubtful if some drugs,
~guns, poisons, etc. will ever be sold at a self-serve. These items,
like gasoline, are safe if used properly, hut all are potentially
dangerous if misused or not handled properly.
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‘More and more women are driving cars, and although some would
not object to dispensing gasoline into their own cars, we suggest
that the majority would not wish to purchase gasoline on thls basis.

We therefore urge you, to explore this new trend, with a sense
of duty and responsibility, and we feel sure that if you sincerely
and seriously consider all the facts and their effects upon the
community in which you serve, you will agree with us, that self-
serve gasoline facilities should not be approved.

We, the undersigned, are serv1ce statlon dealers in the Clty
of Cambridge and hereby request that self-service gasoline facilities
be banned in the City of Canbridge.
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TO: THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS

‘We are deeply concerned that the approval of self-service
stations in our community will be a regressive step in our industry
and not in the best interest . of the motoring public.

- 1. Safety Gasoline is one of the most dangerous products on the
market today, and must be handled carefully and by responsible.
people who are aware of the dangers and know how to handle it.

We submit that the average motorist should not be dispensing
gasoline. An accidental spillage on the pavement or clothing
presents a potential hazard and death trap. The safety regulations
requlre the engine to be shut off and no smoking within 10 feet

while gasoline is being dispensed, however a motorist in a hurry,
could forget these regulations and a serious disaster could occur.
For safety reasons alone, we feel it is a detriment to the public

to allow the self—serve operations to exist.

2, Appearance & Community Value The self-serve operation is
nothing more than a control booth and pumps. The installation is
lnexpen31ve and the appearance does not enhance the environment,
and some are merely an eyesore. In addition to this, these

. operations are occupying prime locations but are not contributing
the maximum dollar return to the municipality. The self-serve gas
bar employs generally only one person in the control booth as
compared to several attendants in the normal service station
operation. As a result, if the self-serve operation becomes
widespread, many people will be eased out of the labor force, some .
of which will become a burden to the community.
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;antenance " Most motorists have become accustomed to the
dlllgent and conscientious care of their car as provided by the
service station operator. When a motorist drives in for gasoline,
most prudent operators will check tires, battery, oil, fan belts,
wipers and clean the windows, and advise the motorist of any item
that requires attention. The self-serve operation does not provide
this service and as a result many cars will be operating with
defective items unknown to the motorist.

4. Pollution & Energy In ow society today, the trend is toward
pollution control and conservation of energy. Only a properly
tuned and maintained vehicle will operate efficiently. An untuned
or badly maintained vehicle adds to pollution and consumes too much

energy.

5., Mechanical Fitness The Commonwealth of Massachusetts has a
semi-annual mandatory inspection of all motor vehicles geared to
take unsafe vehicles off the road. The percentage of unsafe
vehicles on the road, even now, is proof that adequate maintenance
is not carried out in many cases. The self-serve operation can only
add to this unsafe list without the normal check of the service
‘station staff.

We recognize that the modern trend in retailing is toward self-
serve. Groceries, drugs, shoes, department stores, liquor and many
other commodities are now sold in this convenient manner. We would,
however, remind you that any item that presents any danger whatsoever
is still sold on a personal basis, and it is doubtful if some drugs,
guns, poisons, etc. will ever be sold at a self-serve. These items,
like gasoline, are safe if used properly, but all are potentlally
dangerous if mlsused or not handled properly.



More and more women are driving cars, and although some would
not object to dispensing gasoline into their own cars, we suggest
that the majority would not wish to purchase gasoline on thls basis.

We therefore urge you, to explore this new trend, with a sense
of duty and responsibility, and we feel sure that if you sincerely
and seriously consider all the facts and their effects upon the ‘
community in which you serve, you will agree with us, that self-
serve gasoline facilities should not be approved.

We, the undersigned, are service station dealers in the City o
of Cambridge and hereby request that self-service gasoline facilities
be banned in the City of Canbridge.
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BAY STATE GAJS
RETAILERS AJSOCIATION, INC.

QALLIED
NTRADE S
OF MASSACHUSETTS

15 Dorset Street ’ 375 Concord Avenue

Springfield, Mass. 01108 : Belmont, Mass. 02178
413 - 736-6809 ' . . 617 - 484-8466

617 - 484-8467

A February 24, 1975
TO: THE CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS

The Bay State Gasoline Retailers Association represents the gasoline
dealers in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and is their voice on a local,
state and federal level.

Our role, as the official industry spokesman, is through knowledge and
education to help stabilize the industry, encourage honesty and ethical
business and assist to create a more professxonal attitude within the
industry.

We are attaching a petition signed by the gasoline dealers of the
City of Cambridge requesting that:

a) No self=-service gasoline station, as hereinafter defined, shall
be permitted - no person other than the service station owner,
operator or an authorized employee shall use or operate any motor
fuel dispensing equipment at any gasoline service station.

b) A gasoline service station is defined to be any place of
business, public or private, wherein gasoline or other flammable
liquid motor fuel for motor vehicles or internal combustion engines
is dispensed at retail into fuel tanks of vehicles or engines.

c) That penalties for violation of this ordinance be set forth by
the City Council.

We pray. your 1ndulgence and the careful consideration of the attached
petltlon. '

We are cognizant of the fact that you are very busy with matters to
your municipality; however, we feel this marketing trend is of sufficient
import to warrant its discussion at this council meeting.

Respectfully yours,

A1v1n BreZLnsky
Vice President



Petition of The Bay State Gasoline Retailers
Association re: an ordinance of self-service
gasoline stations

In City Counecil,
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TO: THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS - .

‘We are deeply concerned that the approval of self-service
stations in our community will be a regressive step in our industry
and not in the best interest .of the motoring public.

- 1. Safety Gasoline is one of the most dangerous products on the
market today, and must be handled carefully and by responsible. A
people who are aware of the dangers and know how to handle it.

We submit that the average motorist should not be dispensing
gasoline. An accidental spillage on the pavement or clothing ‘
presents a potential hazard and death trap. The safety regulations
require the engine to be shut off and no smoking within 10 feet
while gasoline is being dispensed, however a motorist in a hurry,
could forget these regulations and a serious disaster could occur.
For safety reasons alone, we feel it is a detriment to the publlc
to allow the self—serve operations to exist.

2., Appearance & Community Value The self-serve operation is
nothing more than a control booth and pumps. The installation is
inexpensive and the appearance does not enhance the environment,
and some are merely an eyesore. In addition to this, these

. operations are occupying prime locations but are not. contributing
the maximum dollar return to the municipality. The self-serve gas
bar employs generally only one person in the control booth as
compared to several attendants in the normal service -station
operation. As a result, if the self-serve operation becomes
widespread, many people will be eased out of the labor force, some
of which w111 become a burden to the communlty.
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Mélntenance " Most motorists have become accustomed to the<
dlllgent and conscientious care of their car as provided by the
service station operator. When a motorist drives in for gasoline,
most prudent operators will check tires, battery, oil, fan belts,
wipers and clean ‘the windows, and advise the motorist of any item
that requires attention. The self-serve operation does not provide
this service and as a result many cars will be operatlng with
defective items unknown to the motorist.

4. Pollution & Energy In ow society today, the trend is toward
pollution control and conservation of energy. Only a properly
tuned and maintained vehicle will operate efficiently. An untuned
or badly maintained vehicle adds to pollution and consumes too much
energy. ‘

5. Mechanical Fitness The Commonwealth of Massachusetts has a
semi~-annual mandatory inspection of all motor vehicles geared to

take unsafe vehicles off the road. The percentage of unsafe

vehicles on the road, even now, is proof that adequate maintenance

is not carried out in many cases. The self-serve operation can only
add to this unsafe list without the normal check of the service '
‘station staff.

We recognize that the modern trend in retailing is toward self-

serve. Groceries, druys, shoes, department stores, liquor and many
., other commodities are now sold in this convenient manner. We would,
however, remind you that any item that presents any danger whatsoever
is still sold on a personal basis, and it is doubtful if some drugs,
guns, poisons, etc. will ever be sold at a self-serve. These items,
like gasoline, are safe if used properly, but all are potentially
dangerous if misused or not handled properly.
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More and more women are driving cars, and although some would
not object to dispensing gasoline into their own cars, we suggest
that the majority would not wish to purchase gasollne on thls basis.

We therefore urge you, to explore this new trend, with.a sense
of duty and responsibility, and we feel sure that if you sincerely
and seriously consider all the facts and their effects upon the ’
community in which you serve, you will agree with us, that self-
serve gasoline facilities should not be approved.

We, the undersigned, are service station dealers in the City
of Cambridge and hereby request that self-service gasoline facilities
be banned in the City of Cambridge.
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Petition of the Bay State Gasoline Retailers
Association re: an ordinance of self-service
gasoline stations.

In City Council,

February 24, 1975
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