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Cambridge, Dec. 28, .1887.

To the Honorable, the City Council,

Your committee on MNew Bridge would respectfully repart: that:
}” “during the year, esﬁecially during the last few months, 2 number of meetings have been
'iheld» and very c%reful consideration has been given to the approaches to the new bridgé.
Conferences have also been held withfreprésentatives of the Boston & Albany R.R., Charles
River Enbankmeat Co., end.West Ead Railway Co., with- owners of property on both sides of

Front 3t., as now laid out, and also ouners of the proposed extension of Front:St.  The

| city engineer has also nad a map prepared for the members of the committee, showing the
proposed avenue as laid out, either eignty, ninety, or one hundred feet. in width, and care-
|\ fully prepared estimates of the cost.:
) Your committee feel that this avenue over the new bridge, when
| ‘completed, will be the favorite svenue from Boston to Cambridge, and for that reason the

),

work should be plannsd on a broad and liberal scale, so that: the convenience of the public

“will not only be provided for, bul ihat impreséions of strangers coming into the city will
"pe of the most favorable kind. By having the street.sufficiently wide, it will, also, pre-
the blockades, which are now constantly occurring on cars go{ng in aﬁd out of Boston,
-=$g§ fﬁﬁf*éill faciliitaté, to a certain extent, tne matter of raﬁid transit. |
| As it.willlbe necessary to commence operations very early ip'the
spring, your preseni committee nave given a great deal of time tc this matter, in order to
facilitate,\as far as possible, the work of the committeé on the part of the new city govern-
ment

Regarding the widening of Front Street, 1t was thought best, at first, to widen
the soutnernly side by taking some ten feet from the.estates, thus making the avenue a
straignt line; but as thé widening of the street on the northerly side to eigniy feet, even,
would compel the surrendering of eight estates out of the thirteen, it would cost but lit-

tle more to have the avenue ninety feet in widtn, tne whole of the widening tc come from
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% the northerly side, leaving the southerly side as it is, thus saving quite an expense to

E the city.” , -

f The question of raising the grade of the new avenue, so as to cross the
Boston '§ Albany R.R. by means of a bridge, was also considered, but the additional cost: of

filling, and also the very large grade damageé-whichAwould ensue, swelled the amount to so

large a sum, that ip view of the many expenditures- which the city will have to undertake |

coming year, your commitiee felt that it would not be advisable to recommend
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The Cﬁarles River Enbﬁnkm@nt Co are now under contract with the city

b during

an gvenue eighty feet: in widih at grade from the railroad track to the new bridge,

.the same to be free of cost to the city.

Your committee would, therefore, recommend:that. Front Street: be laid out

to a uniform width of ninety feet, providing the Charles River Enbankment: Co, will make

their avenue ninety feet. in width insteed of eighty, without additional cost. to the city;

| and providing that. the railway company, having tihe privilege of the street, contribute to-

QWaras the cost of the widening and extension.:

Your committee would further recommend:that. the widening take place entirely

B 1 the northerly side, and that the streel be laid out at grade; as, in their judgement, it
L
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