FROM:

SUBJECT:
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

POLICE DEPARTMENT
INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

Mr. Robert W. HeaW— DATE: October 24, 1991
City Manager

Commissioner Perry L. Anderson Jr. REFERENCE:

City Council Order #17 of 9/16/91

In response to City Council Order #17 of 9/16/91 regarding college
police/security forces in Cambridge, the letter from Mr. Eric Burke
was forwarded to Chief Paul Johnson of the Harvard University Police
Department in August for investigation and followup.

The Cambridge Police Department has no authority over either campus
law enforcement agency in Cambridge. However, meetings are held
weekly with both M.I.T. and Harvard Police in order to coordinate
activities and share information. Currently, the Cambridge Police
Department and the two campus police departments are drafting a
mutual aid document which will formally address a number of issues
of mutual concern.
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IN CITY COUNCIL
September 16, 1991

COUNCILLOR WALSH

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

ORDERED:

ORDERED:

The August 3, 1991 letter which we Council Members received from Eric
Burke of Brookline, MA (copy attached) relating an alleged unsavory
confrontation with an officer of the Harvard University Police on August 2,
1991 is a matter of intense concern and warrants a thorough investigation and
appropriately prompt response; and

The issues raised by Mr. Burke in the third paragraph on page 2 of his letter
must be addressed thoroughly; now therefore be it

That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to invite the Chief of the
Harvard University Police to meet with Police Commissioner Anderson as
soon as possible and provide 2 full accounting of his knowledge and
investigation of the alleged incident and address the issue of appropriate police

- conduct as referenced on page 2 of the letter; and be it further

That the City Manager request the Police Commissioner to provide the City
Council with a full report on this investigation as well as his best opinion
about what means can be initiated for increased dialogue among the various
college Police/Security Forces in Cambridge and the Cambridge Police
Department at his early convenience.

In City Council September 16, 1991.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.

Atruesopﬁ qﬁl—ﬁl" T, C/\Mﬂ&f“‘l
ATTEST:- - ‘

. ™ et T .

Joseph E. Connarton
City Clerk




canbricge Clty Council
795 Rassachuastts Avenut
Canbrioge, MA 02138

Eric Burke
p.0. box 1828
Argok\ine, A& 02144-9998

August 3, 1991

Ta Wnoa 1% fay Concernid
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AY a;prbxlnatzl* }1!15 pu, August 2, 1991, my girtfriend,
r

wnother fenale Triend, and 1 uere wilking down Aass Ave,
Lowards Harvard Squirs. A girifrlend crostad Nolyoke Btrest
f t behind her. AS

on the cresswalk and I foltownd about 20 fas
1 wis n the midéle of the stragt o Car way coning Lowards

ne fron Holyoke Street 2t an unsaf ¢ spead for proceeding

. - through & Intersection whare there 18 heavy padesirlan

' trefflc, tnd showed na sign af slowing or stoppings I
hurried out of the Wiy ind wade it to the oihar side of the
streat, At that tLiwe: I notlced that the car that alnost hid

nk was 1 Harvard Palice car <numbar 294>,

clled out of his car window that are you

gaing asshola? Trying to irpress your girlfriend?” 1 tald !
Jas on the crosswalk." He yelled bick thet 1 was "eressing
ageinst the 1ight" 1 dld not respond to this, ind stid
ncthing more Lo the offlcar, 1 contlnued walking doun Mues
Ave, and the offlcer drove tlonp side oe (n his car ;
yelling, "You want to push (417! Huh!7l Cone en! You want to
push 1417} Lat's go! Come on!.,.." in t vary threatsning
ainner and gasturing with his ara vhich was cut of the
vindow. I nade no reply to tha afficar out of fear for oy

safety.

The officar then Y

After travaling helf tne dictanca 0 bunster Strest, in
front of the Au Bon Pain, the of flcer sioppad yelling and
pulled anesd of us ng turnxd down Dunster Streel, Wa then
stopped so I could regiin ay composure and walt for the -
offlzer to gad further awiy, 18 wa vard very Inbimlidatad and
felt very threstened by the afficar. $0 nuch so that 43
minutes latar when my girifriend spotted 8 Warvard Pollce
car neading touerds us she thought the offlcer was “coming
pack to get us", [ dldn't relax until I noticed the car wis

: Gifferent number,




' grtat fear for ny sifety

"' fear for sy safety once agaln.

~=uork Ing st 11+i5pm, Fridey,

The Harvird Officer i3, in #y opinion, not fit to be in
cnarge of public vafety, He yarbally tssaulted ne,
threstened ag, fcersd by girlériend and vy trisng, and
showed the atiitude of 2 strest gunk {n the Wiy he wat
urging ne to "Cone on!® ind "led’s go!®

highly recosaend his dlsnizsal before he ecty out against
soneons Ang causss hire 40 -4n innocent indlviduels I this
offlcen reacted s0 violentiy iguards ae, { vould hite to soe
hau he would react In & more gerious situstion. ~

.

"1 ungarstand that Hervard Pollce of¢icers are glven full

pollca powsrs on and of ¢ of Harvird University property, [
do not fesl thet an uncequlated private organization thould
be sllowsd to have (48 private polics force harass,
intImidebe ind threaten mesbars of the public. T was In
that night and 4s 1 urite this

etien, comeitding wysalf to having this off lcer ranoved, 1
Howsver 1 can not s{t back
and wéld for this human tisabond to explode, for £ 1 don'd
wet his futurs sctions will be wy responsibitity, and now,
If.you don’t act his actlons shall bs your respons | bility.

Y X

Here |8 & descriptlon of the afflcer In cese he can not be
identifled by his Car Numder 294, and the fach that ha Wit
August 2nd, He was ebout 25«30
yedrs old, had short {to the top of the airs> dark blond
hair, & baerd, and & suscular build. 1 can and Wil
parsenelly ldentify this officar If requestad,

Vary Sincerely,

AL 7 g S

Eric Burke

cet

mayor Allce Wolf

8hlerf John Aclonagils .

Canbridge Police Rdvisory Board
Hervard Police Depertnent Y
Cembriopa City Council T
Cendridps Pollce Department
Hirvird Univere!ty




CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139

TeL 349-4300
Fax.349-4307
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
ROBERT W. HEALY
City Manager

RICHARD C. ROSSI
Deputy City Manager

November 4, 1991

To The Hohorable, The City Council:

Please find attached a response to Awaiting Report Item No. 33, regarding college
police/security forces in Cambridge, received from Police Commissioner Perry L. Anderson,
relative to this matter.

Very truly yours,

-

Robert W. H
City Manager

RWH/mev
attachment

100% Recycled Paper




CONSENT AééhDA 1

Awaiting Report Itg Nimber-33 regarding
college police/securitytforces in
Cambridge.

In City Council,
Nov. 4, 1991
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