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November 21, 1983
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COUNCILLOR DUEHAY

WHEREAS :

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

Acid precipitation in Massachusetts is killing fish and other aquatic
life in our lakes, ponds, and streams and is associated with rising
levels of toxic metals in our drinking water and is damaging our
Commonwealth's monuments and buildings and is suspected of killing
forests, degrading soil quality and damaging crops; and

Pollution sources within Massachusetts emit significant amounts of sulfur
dioxide, and have been estimated to cause between twenty and thirty per-
cent of the acid deposition within Massachusetts; and

Further increases in acid deposition will cause massive environmental
damage to the sensitive water bodies of this Commonwealth; and

The Governor, acting with and through the Executive Office of Environ-
mental Affairs, has the authority to provide for the protection and
reclamation of our natural resources, pursuant to Mass. General Laws,

Chapter 6A, Sections 2-4 and Chapter 21A, Section 2, among other laws;
and '

A comprehensive solution to the problem of acid rain requires prompt,
effective Federal legislation; now therefore be it

That this City Council go on record commending Governor Dukakis for his
initiative in proposing national legislation to control acid precipitation
and calls upon the Governor, acting with and through the Executive Office
of Environmental Affairs and its Department of Environmental Quality
Engineering, to impose a cap on the allowable amount of sulfur dioxide
that may be emitted in Massachusetts and to set this limit at a level
equal to the average of Massachusetts' 1981 and 1982 actual emissions;

and be it further

That this City Council hereby calls upon Senator Kennedy, Senator Tsongas
and Speaker Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr., to make it a top priority to pass
legislation to reduce sulfur dioxide emissions nationwide by fifty per-
cent within ten years.

In City Council November 21, 1983.

Adopted by the affirmatis 8 of 7 members.

Attet:- Paul E. Healy

A true copy;

ATTEST:—-‘ %/‘#‘4

Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.
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FACT SHEET ON ACID RAIN

Every year, between 24 and 27 pounds of dirborne sulfur land on
every acre of land and water in Massachusetts. The corrosive chemical arrives
in the rain, snow, fog, and even on the wind.

Highly Acidic Rain

Our neighbors in New Hampshire have received rain almost one hundred
times more acidic than unpolluted rain. (Unpolluted rain measures 5.6 on
the pH scale, an index of acidity. A one-unit drop in pH means the rain has
become 10 times more acidic; a two-unit drop means it has become 100 times
more acidic, and so on. Rain in New Hampshire has been measured at pH 3.9.)
Here in Massachusetts, our rain frequently drops as low as pH 4.1. Vinegar
measures 3.4 on the pH scale; lemon juice measures 2.1.

Many Watersheds Cannot Neutralize Acid Rain

In some parts of the country, the chemical properties of the soil
and of lakes, streams, and ponds can neutralize acid precipitationm. However,
many parts of Massachusetts are not so fortunate. Some 93 of our drinking
water reservoirs, in areas throughout Massachusetts, are highly vulnerable
to acidification. When acid is deposited on this kind of a vulnerable
watershed, the water bodies will use up their ability to neutralize, and
will then become as acidic as the rain that falls on them.

In one study involving 25% of Massachusetts lakes, streams, and
ponds, 6% were completely acidified, meaning that the water bodies contained
such low amounts of calcium carbonate that they had no ability to neutralize
acid rain. Another 167 of the lakes were on the brink of acidification,
with readings of 0-2 milligrams of calcium carbonate per liter of water.
This study identified some lakes whose average pH had dropped from 6.0
to 4.5, and also obtained one-time measurements as low as pH 4.2.

Effects of Acid Deposition

The acid bath corrodes our quality of life in a number of ways,
affectipg cultural resources, coatings, fish, drinking water, soil quality,
and potentially even forests and crops.

Materials Damage

Buildings, car finishes, house paint, and monuments all deteriorate
more quickly under the acid deluge. Statues lose their faces; gravestones
lose their names. TIndeed, the Statue of Liberty has required extensive
repairs due to acid rain corrosion. One Massachusetts volunteer reports
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”,ding whose stone columns crumbled faster in the 18 years since 1964 than in the
vious 135 years. :

Fish and Aquatic Life

As the pH of our lakes and streams dips below 5, fish begin to suffer. First,
sensitive species become sterile. With increasing acidity, the small plants and animals
that form the basis of the food chain disappear. Eventually fish either starve or become
unable to maintain a proper ion balance in their bodies.

1f the acidification process goes far enough, all the fish in a lake or stream,
along with the creatures that support them, will completely disappear. This has
already happened at more than half the high-altitude lakes in New York's Adirondack
mountains. Once such acid-dead pond has already been identified in Massachusetts,
and, as mentioned, many of our lakes and streams have little defense against rising
acid levels. For example, our Quabbin reservoir has become acidified. As a result,
its smelt catch has dropped 98% in two years, and its rainbow trout catch has dropped
47% in the same time period.

Drinking Water

Even more alarmingly, toxic metals such as aluminum, which ordinarily remain
in the soil or drop to the bottom of lakes, are now chemically held in our drinking
vater. Acid drinking water also dissolves metals such as lead out of pipes and
cisterns, with the result that the water that reaches us can have higher lead levels.
One Massachusetts study has estimated that 87% of the water bodies in the state,
including the Quabbin reservoir, have this so-called "aggressive' quality.

Suspected Damage To Soil

Acid deposition is often accompanied by deposition of heavy metals, such as lead.
In some Vermont soils, researchers have found that lead, copper, and zinc have increased
50% over previously measured levels. If soil contamination is occuring as suspected,
{t can be irreversible. (Classics buffs will recall that when the Romans conquered
carthage, they decided the most permanent and fearful retribution they could inflict
was to sow the Carthaginian fields with salt.)

Scientists also suspect that some aspect of acid deposition--whether heavy
metal accumulation, toxic metals held in solution, removal of nutrients, or simply the
sheer acidity of rain —--—-kills the soil bacteria that cycle nutrients through soil and
plants. Scientists have observed that dead plant matter in some Vermont forests does
not decompose and return to the soil, but accumulates on the surface while the soil

becomes depleted.

Suspected Impact On Plants

gcientists also suspect a connection betwecen sulfur deposition and the stunting
or killing of forests and crops. Forests in the Green and Adirondack Mountains--areas
hard hit by sulfur deposition--have been ravaged. Research teams are scrutinizing
sulfur dioxide (alone and with ozone), sulfuric acid solutions, high-aluminum solutions,
and dry deposition of sulfur plus metals as likely explanations for forest and crop
destruction. Many disturbing effects remain to be explained: reduced growth,



'JoiliCy to disease and pests, and damage to foliage including loss of their coat-
and nutrients.

osts of Acid Rain

The devastation caused by acid rain not only threatens our health and environment,
but has also become costly and has the potential to become ruinous. Treating the
Quabbin Reservoir's water for aggressivity costs us $1.2 million per year, and other
communities' treatment costs further swell this total. Protecting statues, restoring
masonary and marble structures, repainting houses and cars, and replacing steel and
copper roofs and buildings materiala already costs the Commonwealth's property owners
hundreds of thousands of dollars a year. TFishermen and fisherwomen are estimated to
spend $150,000,000 in Massachusetts on fishing-related equipment and activities. This
spending could be drastically reduced if our fish resources were further damaged. A
water treatment plant can cost as much as $20 million to build and $1.8 million per
year to maintain. If as suspected, acid deposition harms forests and crops, the
harm to agriculture, lumbering, and tourism could run into the millions each year.

Indeed, one estimate has put the total suspected acid rain costs as high as $2.5 billion
per year for the Northeast region. '

Where Does Acid Deposition Come From?

Though acid rain affects states in all regions of the U.S., the focus of the
furor is the 31-state region formed by states east of the Mississippi or bordering
the Mississippi. Some 22.5 million tons of sulfur dioxide pour into the atmosphere
of the 3l-state region each year, along with 15 million tons of nitrogen oxides.
These oxides can mix with water in the air to form acid solutions, or they can be
adsorbed onto dry particulates in the air. Whether as gases, liquids, or solids, the
pollutants can be carried hundreds of miles on the wind before falling to earth
as acid deposition. This ig why the National Academy of Sciences has stated that sources
in states to the west of us contribute to the acidity of the rain in the Northeast.

Despite frequent mention of Ohio as the source of New England's acid rain, there
are actually many culprits. Sulfur dioxide emitters can be found in every state:
power plants, factories, smelters, refineries, automobiles, large buildings heated
bo oil or coal, and even single-family homes. (In the 3l-state region, utilities account
for 16 million tons of the 22.5 million-ton total.) Sources in Ohio do emit more
sulfur dioxide than in any other state, but Ohio's levels are almost matched by
Indiana and Pennsylvania. I1linois, Michigan, West Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee,
New York, and Missouri also have high total sulfur emissions.

Massachusetts itself hosts significant sulfur emitters. These produce a
statewide total of between 300,000 and 400,000 tons of sulfur dioxide per year.
(This is about 13% of what sources in Ohio emit.) Fiftcen states in the 3l-state
region emit less than Massachusetts; fifteen states emit more. The majority of
Massachusetts' sulfur emissions come from electric power plants burning oil or coal.

There is a raging debate about how much of Massachusetts' sulfate deposition
comes from our own emissions. No one knows how much of the pollution from any
one state ends up in Massachusetts. Likewise, experts do not agree on how much
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~“ur own emissions falls on our state, how much falls on other states, and how much
ws out to sea. Estimates that Massachusetts causes between 207 to 30% of its own
.~ stoblem are not unreasonable.

What Can Massachusetts Do About Acid Rain?

Massachusetts' acid rain problem can never be solved completely until the
U.S. Congress passes a national acid rain control bill. Some 707 of the sulfates
dumped on Massachusetts come from out of state. Scientists estimate that national
sulfur emissions must be cut by 10 to 12 million tons per year--about 507-- to
give our environment a fighting chance to recover. A strong and timely national
bill is the most important step in dealing with acid rain. One of the strongest
and most prominent acid rain bills presently before Congress, Representative
Waxman's HR 3400, would not only require Midwest states to decrease their emissions,
but would also require Massachusetts to reduce its emissions by about 100,000 tons
of sulfur dioxide per year--about 307%.

A Limit On Massachusetts' Sulfur Emissions

Unfortunately, effective acid rain legislation may not make it through Congress
this year, next year, or even the following year. Meanwhile, Massachusetts continues
to pump out emissions contributing to the problem significantly. In fact, the
Boston Edison Company is proposing to increase Massachusetts sulfur emissions about
30% by converting two power plants from oil to coal. This could mean an increase in
Massachusetts' sulfate deposition by as much as 117% per year.

MASSPIRG believes our state must commit itself to capping sulfur emissions at
their present level. The cap will deliver three important benefits to Massachusetts.
First, it will ensure that we do not accelerate the destruction of our own watersheds.
Second, if we cap our emissions, we will be in a better position to oppose destructive
moves by other states. For example, if Pennsylvania were to propose to increase sulfur
emissions from power plants, Massachusetts could oppose this more effectively if
our state were committed to self-restraint.

Third, and most important, our willingness to limit our share of the problem
will help pass national acid rain legislation. At present, Congress is struggling
with the issue of who will pay for acid rain clean-up. Midwest states will not
support legislation that throws the entire burden on them. Ohio, for example, points
out that:

* {t has already reduced its sulfur emissions by about 207 since 1975;

* most of the benefits of cleanup will go to Northeastern states;

* all states, including Northeastern states, have been benefitting from
Ohio's coal burning practices, since the savings from coal burning were
reflected in interstate sales of lower-cost electricity and manufactured

goods, and

* the state is only now beginning to come out of a two-year depression.
The hundreds of millions of dollars required for cleanup will simply
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crush the state's economy if other states do not share the cost.

A cap on Massachusetts emissions will signal to our own Congresspeople that
constituents are gravely concerned about acid rain; that they will take the first
step to start solving the problem; and that they will support their legislators
in negotiating with Midwestern legislators over cost sharing. The cap will show
legislators from other states that Massachusetts is prepared to negotiate in
good faith toward a national plan, and that Massachusetts will not raise its
own emissions while trying to force other states to lower theirs.

A Call To Action From New York

New York state recently set an example for Massachusetts in the area of
putting its own house in order. Like Massachusetts, New York generates as much
as 30% of the sulfates deposited there. The state Department of Environmental
Conservation decided in September that the Consolidated Edison Company could
convert three power plants to coal only if the company held the sulfur emission
rate essentially constant. The Department ordered scrubbers to be installed at
a cost of $1 billion to prevent a 1% increase in sulfate deposition on the
Adirondack Mountains. Massachusetts should follow this strong lead.
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= RESAHLUTION REGARDING ACID RAIN [N MASSACHUSETTS

WHEREAS actd precipitation in Massachusetts
* is killing fish and other aquatic life in our lakes, ponds, and streams, and
* is associated with rising levels of toxic metals in our drinking water, and
* {s damaging our Commonwealth's monuments and buildings, and
* is suspected of killing forests, degrading soil quality, and damaging crops;

AND WHEREAS pollution sources within Massachusetts emit significant amounts of sulfur

dioxide, and have becn ostimated to cause between 207 and 30% of the acid deposition

within Massachusetts:

AND WHEREAS further increases in acid deposition will cause massive environmental
damage to the sensitive water bodies of this Commonwealth;

AND WHEREAS the Governor, acting with and through the Executive Office of Environmental
Affairs, has the authority to provide for the protection and reclamation of our natural
resources, pursuant to Mass. General Laws, Chapter 6A, Sections 2-4 and Chapter 21A,
Section 2, among other laws;

AND WHEREAS a comprehenseive solution to the problem of acid rain requires prompt,
effective Federal legislation;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESQLVED:

\?’__.}_‘_-. ——
. éyf [ |
That oz 1] L W hereby:

* commends Governor Dukakis for his initiative in proposing national legislation
to control acid precipitation, and

* calls upon the Governor, acting with and through the Executive Office of
Environmental Affairs and its Department of Environmental Ouality Engineering,
to impose a cap on the allowable amount of sulfur dioxide that may be emitted
in Massachusetts and to set this limit at a level equal to the average of ;;7

Massachusetts' 1981 and 1982 actual emissions; // (
. A/
AND BE IT'[URTHER RESQLVED: , - K '
’ I e /,/ - N /7
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ot /IIJKZ%/ (jUL‘”*L/ | hereby: Lpad !
/ s A /
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* calls upon Senator Kennedy, Senator Tsongas, and Representative
to make it a top priority to pass legislation to reduce sulfur dioxide

cmissions nationwide by 507 within ten years.
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CITY'OF CAMBRIDGE

CITY HALL, CAN.BRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139 e (617) 498-9017

OFFICE OF
THE CITY CLERK

November 25, 1983

The Honorable Michael S. Dukakis
Governor of the Commonwealth of Mass.
The State House
Boston, Massachusetts = 02133
Dear Sir:

Pursuant to the request of the Cambridge City Council, I am forwarding
a copy of a resolution adopted by the Council after hearing held at its
regular meeting of MOnday,vNovember 21, 1983. Said resolution had been trans-
mitted to the Council for its consideration and possible action by a group
known as Mass./PIRG (the Massachusetts Public Interest Research Group). Said
resolution with regard to "acid rain'" and calling upon Congress‘to make it a
top priority to pass legislation which would reduée sulfur dioxide emissions
nationwide. |

Your very kind attention in this matter will be greatly appreciated by the

City Council.

Very truly y
?Z:I?;._Healy, City Clerk.
PEH/mh

Enclosure: City Council Order No. 5 of 11/21/83
cc: Speaker Thomas P. 0'Neill, Senator Kennedy &
Sebator Tsongas
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CITY HALL, CANBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139 @ (617) 498-9017

; OFFICE OF
: THE CITY CLERK

sas s esdados

November 25, 1983

Speaker Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr.

Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives
The Capital

Speakers Room

Room 205

Washington, D.C. 20515

LX)

Dear Sir:
Pursuant to the request of the Cambridge City Council, I am forwarding
a copy of a resolution adopted by the Council after hearing held at its

‘regular meeting of Monday, November 21, 1983. Said resolution had been trans-

g
g

mitted to the Council for its consideration and possible action by a group

known as Mass./PIRG (the Massachusetts Public Interest Research Group). Said

resolution with regard to "acid rain" and calling upon Congress to make it a

top priority to pass legislation which would reduce sulfur dioxide emissions
nationwide .
Your very kind attention in this matter will be greatly appreciated by

the City Council.

Very truly yours,

Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.

g
PEH/mh .

Enc%j;ure: City Council Order # 5 of 11/21/83
cc: JSpeaker Thomas P. 0'Neill, Senator Kennedy,

Senator Tsongas;
Governor Michael Dukakis




CITY'OF CAMBRIDGE

CITY HALL, CANBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139 e (617) 498-9017

OFFICE OF
THE CITY CLERK

November 25, 1983

Senator Paul Tsongas
Room 342

Russell St. Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Sir:

Pursuant to the request of the Cambridge City Council, I am forwarding
a copy of a resolution adopted by the Council after hearing held at its
regular meeting of Monday, November 21, 1983. Said resolution had been trans-
mitted to the Council for its consideration and possible action by a group
known as Mass./PIRG (the Massachusetts Public Interest Research Group). Said

resolution with regard to '

'acid rain" and calling upon Congress to make it a
top priority to pass legislafion which would reduce sulfur dioxide emissions
nationwide . |

Your very kind attention in this matter Will be greatly appreciated by

the City Council.

Very truly yours,

2y

Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.

g
PEH/mh
Enclocure: City Council Order # 5 of 11/21/83 //
cc: Speaker Thomas P. O'Neill,_Senator Kennedy,téénator Tsongas’
Governor Michael Dukakis . ’



CITYOF CAMBRIDGE

CITY HALL, CAN.BRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139 e (617) 498-9017

OFFICE OF
THE CITY CLERK

!

November 25, 1983

Senator Edwafd M. Kennedy
431 Russell Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Sir:

Pursuant to the request of the Cambfidge City Council, I am forwarding
a copy of a resolution adopted by the Coungil after hearing held at its
regular meeting of Monday, November 21, 1983. Said resolufion had been trans-
mitted to the Council for its consideration and possible action by a group
known as Mass./PIRG (the Massachusetts Public Interest Research Group). Said
resolution with regard to "acid rain" and calling upon Congress to make it a
top priority to pass legislation which would reduce sﬁlfur dioxide emissions
nationwide .

Your very kind attention in this matter will be greatly appreciated by
the City Council.

Very truly yours,

Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.

¥s)
PEH/mh . v
Enclosure: City Council Order fé; of 11/21/83

cc: Speaker Thomas P. 0'Neill,“Senator Kennedy, Senator Tsongas
’

Governor Michael Dukakis
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IN CITY COUNCIL
November 21, 1983

COUNCILLOR DUEHAY

WHEREAS :

WHEREAS :

WHEREAS :

WHEREAS :

WHEREAS :

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

Acid precipitation in Massachusetts is killing fish and other aquatic
life in our lakes, ponds, and streams and is associated with rising
levels of toxic metals in our drinking water and is damaging our
Commonwealth's monuments and buildings and is suspected of killing
forests, degrading soil quality and damaging crops; and

Pollution sources within Massachusetts emit significant amounts of sulfur
dioxide, and have been estimated to cause between twenty and thirty per-
cent of the acid deposition within Massachusetts; and

Further increases in acid deposition will cause massive environmental
damage to the sensitive water bodies of this/ Commonwealth; and

The Governor, acting with and through the Executive Office of Environ-
mental Affairs, has the authority to provide for the protection and
reclamation of our natural resources, pursudant to Mass. General Laws,
Chapter 6A, Sections 2-4 and Chapter 21A, Section 2, among other laws;
and

A comprehensive solution to the problem of acid rain requires prompt,
effective Federal legislation; now therefore be it

That this City Council go on record commending Governor Dukakis for his
initiative in proposing national legislation to control acid precipitation
and calls upon the Governor, acting with and through the Executive Office
of Environmental Affairs and its Department of Environmental Quality
Engineering, to impose a cap on the allowable amount of sulfur dioxide
that may be emitted in Massachusetts and to set this limit at a level

equal to the average of Massachuaetts' 1981 and 1982 actual emissions;
and be it further

That this City Council hereby calls upon Senator Kennedy, Senator Tsongas
and Speaker Thomas P. 0'Neill, Jr., to make it a top priority to pass
legislation to reduce sulfur dioxide emissions nationwide by fifty per-
cent within ten years. :
In City Council November 21, 1983.
Adopted by the affirmatix %8 of 7 members.
Attet:- Paul E. Healy

A true copy;

ATTEST :- %/vé‘%

Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.
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IN CITY COUNCIL
November 21, 1983

COUNCILLOR DUEHAY

WHEREAS :

WHEREAS::

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS :

WHEREAS:

RESOLVED :

RESOLVED:

Acid precipitation in Massachusetts is killing fish and other aquatic
life in our lakes, ponds, and streams and is associated with rising
levels of toxic metals in our drinking water and is damaging our
Commonwealth's monuments and buildings and is suspected of killing
forests, degrading soil quality and damaging crops; and

Pollution sources within Massachusetts emit significant amounts of sulfur
dioxide, and have been estimated to cause between twenty and thirty per-
cent of the acid deposition within Massachusetts; and

Further increases in acid deposition will cause massive environmental
damage to the sensitive water bodies of this Commonwealth; and

The Governor, acting with and through the Executive Office of Environ-
mental Affairs, has the authority to provide for the protection and
reclamation of our natural resources, pursuant to Mass. General Laws,
Chapter 6A, Sections 2-4 and Chapter 21A, Section 2, among other laws;
and ' »

A comprehensive solution to the problem of acid rain requires prompt,
effective Federal legislation; now therefore be it

That this City Council go on record commending Governor Dukakis for his
initiative in proposing national legislation to control acid precipitation
and calls upon the Governor, acting with and through the Executive Office
of Environmental Affairs and its Department of Environmental Quality
Engineering, to impose a cap on the allowable amount of sulfur dioxide
that may be emitted in Massachusetts and to set this limit at a level
equal to the average of Massachusetts' 1981 and 1982 actual emissions;

and be it further

That this City Council hereby calls upon Senator Kennedy, Senator Tsongas
and Speaker Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr., to make it a top priority to pass
legislation to reduce sulfur dioxide emissions nationwide by fifty per-
cent within ten years.

In City Council November 21, 1983.

Adopted by the affirmatixs 8 of 7 members.

A true copy; g /
ATTEST:- %W

Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.
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RESOLUTION REGARDING ACID RAIN IN MASSACHUSETTS

WHEREAS acid precipitation in Massachusetts
* is killing fish and other aquatic life in our lakes, 'ponds and streams, and

* is associated with rising levels of toxic metals in our drinking water, and

*

is damaging our Commonwealth's monuments and buildings, and
* is suspected of killing forests, degrading soil quality, and damaging crops;

AND WHEREAS pollution sources within Massachusetts emit significant amounts of sulfur
dioxide, and have been estimated to cause between 20% and 30% of the acid deposition
within Massachusetts;

AND WHEREAS continuing acid deposition at the present levels will cause massive
environmental damage to the sensitive water bodies of this Commonwealth;

AND WHEREAS the Governor, acting with and through the Executive Office of Environmental

Affairs, has the authority to provide for the protection and reclamation of our natural
resources, pursuant to Mass. General Laws, Chapter 6A, Sections 2-4 and Chapter 21A,

Section 2, among other laws;

AND WHEREAS a comprehensive solution to the problem of acid rain requires praompt,
effective Federal legislation;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:
That Cambridge City Council hereby:

* commends Governor Dukakis for his initiative in proposing national legislation
to control acid precipitation, and

* calls upon the Governor, acting with and through the Executive Office of
Environmental Affairs and its Department of Environmental Quality Engineering,

to impose a cap on the allowable amount of sulfur dioxide that may be emitted
in Massachusetts equal to the average of Massachusetts' 1981 and 1982 actual emissions.

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:
That Cambridge City Council hereby:
* calls upon Senator Kennedy, Senator Tsongas, and Representative O'leill
to make it a top priority to pass legislation to reduce sulfur dioxide
emissions nationwide by 50% within ten years.

That Cambridge City Council hereby:

* notify Governor Dukakis as to the passage of this resolution.
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(iti; of Cambridge

IN CITY COUNCIL
November 21, 1983

COUNCILLOR DUEHAY

WHEREAS :

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS :

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

Acid precipitation in Massachusetts is killing fish and other aquatic
life in our lakes, ponds, and streams and is associated with rising
levels of toxic metals in our drinking water and is damaging our
Commonwealth's.monuments and-buildings and is- suspected of kllllng
forests,. degrading soil- ‘quality and ‘damaging‘cfops; and =~

Pollution sources within Massachusetts emit significant amounts of sulfur
dioxide, and have been estimated to cause between twenty and thirty per-
cent of the acid deposition within Massachusetts; and

Further increases in acid deposition will cause massive environmental
damage to the sensitive water bodies of this Commonwealth; and

The Governor, acting with and through the Executive Office of -Environ-
mental Affairs, has the authority to provide for the protection and
reclamation of our natural resources, pursuant to Mass. General Laws,
Chapter 6A, Sections 2-4 and Chapter 21A, Section 2, among other laws;
and

A comprehensive solution to the problem of acid rain requires prompt,
effective Federal legislation; now therefore be it

That this Clty Council go on record commending Governor Dukakis for his
initiative in proposing national legislation to control acid precipitation
and calls upon the Governor, acting with and through the Executive Office
of Environmental Affairs and its Department of Environmental Quality
Engineering, to impose a cap on the allowable amount of sulfur dioxide
that may be emitted in Massachusetts and to set this limit at a level
equal to the average of Massachusetts' 1981 and 1982 actual emissions;

and be it further

That this City Council hereby calls upon Senator Kennedy, Senator Tsongas
and Speaker Thomas P, 0'Neill, Jr., to make it a top priority to pass
legislation to reduce sulfur dloxlde emissions nationwide by fifty per-
cent within ten years.

In City Council November 21, 1983.

Adopted by thé affirmatix 8 of 7 members.

A true copy;

ATTEST:-.- ‘ %/M

7 - . /

Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.
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C. Duehay re: fresolutions on acid rain,

calling upon C¢ngress to pass legislation

to reduce sulfur dioxide emissions nation-
wide by 507% within the next ten years.
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" In City Council,

" November 21, 1983
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