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Dear Sir:

As I will be abroad and unable to attend the Public Meeting on
Truck Traffic on October 23rd, I want to go on record with my
views on this serious and growing problem on Brattle Street.

The problem is that of unrestricted heavy trucks that hurtle up and

down Brattle Street jgnoring speed limits and causing damage and ==
distress to houses and residents. These include all manner of heavy -
trucks, huge tractor trailers, oil tankers and construction vehicles.
They travel at wildly excessive speeds, usually after dark and early
morning hours when the street is less patrolled. They make a terrible
noise, rattle windows and shake the foundations of houses built
close to the road. .

At our house this mounting flow of heavy rruck traffic has caused -
cracks and damage to our basement walls, and to the concrete front :
walkway and steps that we have had to repair and re-repair every - - B
couple of years. Beyond the damage 0 our house, the sudden - cal e
bursts of noise and window rattling at night is terribly distressing, . -
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the scale of this problem has increased steadily over the years as - ——- -
more and more such heavy vehicles apparently use Brattle Street as

their main entry and egress to Harvard Square--and they travel at

© ever more eXcessive speeds. S

The solution, I believe, must include a ban on the heaviest
huge vehicles from Brautle Street, and the enforcement of speed
lirnits at night. To enforce reasonable speed in this intensely
residential area, I believe there should be erected “‘sleeping

policemen” on Brattle Street, as many cities have done as the
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Over 18 months ago (March 1994) I informed you of the results of the =
CSNC's traffic and parking survey in which 175 residents voiced com -
cern about truck traffic problems and asked the City to alleviate

them. Complaints from Central Square area residents included trucks -
over 2.5 tons travelling on restricted streets during posted 24-hour
or 7 p.m.— 7 a.m. weeknight and all-day weekend truck bans, truck
noise (rumbling, screeching brakes), truck vibrations that shake -
buildings and crack walls and ceilings, air pollution from truck
exhaust, speeding trucks and truck moving violations. These problems
are amplified in the summer when windows are open. T

Councillor Duehay, chair of your environmental subcommittee, arranged.
a meeting of the CSNC traffic and parking subcommittee and city of-
ficials to address these complaints. This group met five times- “last
year and achieved a small measure of success, but most truck problem

still remain because they can only be solved with citywide solutlcns
and tougher law enforcement efforts. B

Lately residents of streets in other parts of the city have been
questing 24-hour or nighttime and weekend truck bans on their streets.
Adding another street to the restricted truck travel list is only

band-aid because, as city officials will explain to you in great:
detail: :

1) You cannot completely restrict truck traffic on a street (24—hour
ban) unless you provide an alternate route that is approved by state
authorities. ~ —
2) There are not enough police currently available to patrol exlstlng
restricted streets during truck ban hours. Also, some police balk at
the idea of ticketing truckers "only trying to make a living." What's
the point of posting more signs and restricting truck travel on more

streets if the_existing bans aren't enforced now?’

3) Truckers——or their companies--only receive a $25 fine for violating
the truck travel ban. Some truckers might view the fine as a minor
inconvenience, a small price to pay for saving overall travel time.
Besides, how often are these fines paid? What happens to truckers who
don't pay them? Acting on a CSNC traffic and parking subcommittee
suggestion, city officials directed Representative Toomey to propose
state legislation to raise the fine. Part of the problem is the power-

ful truckers' lobby that stymies efforts for state-generated solutions.

(continued)

BOX 391294 . CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139

617 -864-CSNC (2762)

/o




October 10, 1995
page 2

City Clerk -
City of Cambridge

s,
>

"only practical means of restricting excessive speeds after dark and
early morning hours. -

I would appreciate it if these views were entered as written
tcsm:nony at the public hearings on October 23rd.

Smcerely,
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4) Trucks hauling hazardous cargo (such as gasoline tankers) are exempt from
Such trucks must leave the Mass Pike at Exit 18 (if

city or town truck bans.
Those taking

not sooner)because they can't travel via the Prudential tunnel
Exit 18 travel up River Street or other Cambridgeport streets to cut through the

city.
The council must look at the "big picture" to solve Cambridge's truck problems.
Enacting a citywide nighttime and weekend truck ban is the only way to deal with
the crux of the issue--i.e., most trucks travelling during the bans are taking

shortcuts between major highways, not making local deliveries at 3 a.m. or on
Cambridge needs to send the message that its streets are not

Sunday afternoon.
the connecting loop between Routa 128 and the Mass Pike to the south and Routes

93 and 95 to the north. N
If you doubt what I say, take a ride south on Routes 128, 95 or 1 (as I often do
for my work) and notice all the orange signs posting the "alternate truck route"

Any trucker looking at a

via Route 16 (Revere Beach Parkway) to reach Route 93
map will realize that he can also take this route and jag through Cambridge to

réach the Mass Pike. Other prominently placed orange signs warn that large trucks
can't travel onm the Tobin Bridge and thus must also take the alternate route. As
the Central Artery Project construction accelerates, this detour and the prev1ously-
mentloned hazardous cargo restrlctlon that forces trucks to exit the Mass Pike

qule Aat nlght and on weekends. |

In short Cambrldoe needs:
1) a well-publicized, citywide nighttime and weekend truck ban,
2) a coordinated truck ban enforcement effort shat also addresses concurrent

problems such as trucks speeding and violating weight restrictions,
3) signs on the Mass Pike and routes to the north telling of Cambridge's ban,
-4) new city signs with the universal symbol of a circle with a slash through the

image of a truck;—with restricted hours listed ‘below. Presently most city
truck ban signs read, "COMMERCIAL VEHICLES OVER 23 TONS EXCLUDED." How many
truckers absorb that mouthful as they speed down Cambridge streets in the
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middle of the night?
Respectfully submitted,

Vo G

Vici Casana,

Chair o
Traffic and Parking Subcommit rrefs T
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Non-Consent Commun1cat1on #11 EY/ iﬂ
Commun1cat1on was received from %
Harland A. Riker, Jr., 114 Brattfi
Street, regard1ng the pfﬁbﬂem of

unrestr1cted heavy truck traffic
on Brattle Street.

In City Council October 23, 1995
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