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24 Prescott Street
Apartment 22
Cambridge, Mass. 02138
December 2, 1987

Cambridge City Council
City Hall

795 Massachusetts Ave.
Cambridge, Mass. 02139

To the Honorable; the City Council:

At the City Council's last meeting, held on November 23rd,
the Council approved an order requesting the city manager to
look into the possibility of the city's acquiring six or seven
roominghouses now listed for sale in Cambridge.

Roominghouses have traditionally served as housing for the
poorest of the population in the private housing market. It is
vital that these roominghouses continue to serve poor people and
conversely, that they not be emptied, left vacant, and then later
gutted and renovated into luxury housing.

The city currently has the means to keep these roominghouses
in use for low to moderate-income people: to the extent that the
roominghouses to which the council order refers have offered con-
tinuous lodging for periods greater than 14 days, they contain
rental units protected by rent control and are subject to the
provisions of the Full Occupancy Ordinance: that is, they should
not be vacant for 120 days or more without good cause.

Because in the past many roominghouses have been vacated,
sold, and converted into luxury housing (one example of which is
310 Harvard Street), I believe strongly that it is prudent to
confirm that the roominghouses for sale are now in service and
fully occupied.

I therefore respectfully ask the City Council to request
the city manager to forward the list of roominghouses to which
the council order refers to the Rent Control Board, and that
the Rent Control Board check to confirm compliance with the Full
Occupancy Ordinance. I am also sending a copy of this letter
to the city manager and to the executive director of the Rent
Control Board.

Respectfully submitted,
. /

W”‘ /-—4

Michael H. Turk
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Comm. from Michael H. Turk Re: an order adopted

by the Council on November 23, 1987 requesting *: =

the City Manager to look into acquiring 6 or 7

roominghouses for sale & his belief that it is

prudent to confirm that they are now in service
& in compliance with the full occupancy ordin-

ance.

In City Council,

December 7, 1987






