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ORDINANCE #1223¥ ·

· Final'Publication Number 2839. ' First Publication in thC ChUhicle on April 8, 1999.

" Tj €itp of €anibribge
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In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Ninety-Nine

AN ORDINANCE

. In amendment to an ordinance entitled "The Municipal Code of the City of Cambridge"

Be it ordained by the cig Council of the CitY of Cambridge as /o//oW.s:

AN ORDINANCE REGARDING THE SALE,
POSSESSION AND USE OF LASER POINTERS

.

' Be it ordained by the City Council of Cambric|ge, in accordance with the provisions.of
Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 43B, Section 13, arid any other applicable law as follows:

.
'

WHEREAS, laser pointers are being used by individuals especially minors in suCh a manner asto harass, annoy and potentiallycause bodily harm to those receiviijg contact with the laser
bea® and

"

WHEREAS, laser beam pointers are capable of causing temporary flash blindness, headaches
and afteiimages Eoii1 contact with the eye.

T

INOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that the City of Cambridge recognizes the inherent
risk of itjjury of laser pointers whmused Mappropriatdyand establishes this regulation to' protect the health and safety of its citizens.

,

Section I. Definitions: "'

For purposes ck this Ordinance, the foUowhjg definitions shall apply:

(A)
"

"Laser pointer" means any devise that emits light amplified by the stimulated etnission ofradiatioii that is visible to the human eye.

(B) "Person" means any natural person, corporation, partnership, firm, organization or other
legal entity.

(C) · "Public space" means a place to which the public has a right to access, and includes, but
is not limited to, any street, highway, parking lot, plaza, tlarlspomtion facility, place of
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(D) "School p[MniSes" rneans the buildings, gmunds, or facUities, .or any portion thereof,

owned, oa'upie4, orunder the custody or coatrol ofpublic or private ulstitutio[ls for the

.
p'i'na'ypurpose ofproviding educational and recreatioml ictmction to studems.

Sectioa 2: Sales to Minors Prohibited

.
It shall be unlawM for any person to give, sell or offer for sale or cause any person to give, sell

or offer to sell a laser pointer to any individual eighteen years ofage and younger.

Section 3: Sales ResUictCd

.
(a) No person shall sell or oHec for sale laser pointets by means of a selfservice display

unless such diSplay is located within ID feet of the checkout counterand in plain view of
the cashier or person OIl duty and in charge of the establishincnL

(b) No person shall display laser pointers in any or post a sign advertising the

availability of laser pointers unless a notice has been posH to it indicating that the sale

or giving of laser pointas to persons eighteen years of age or younger is a violation of

this ordinance.

Section 4: Possession Restricted

'(a) No person twenty years of age arid younger shall possess a laser pointer OIl school

premises; and

(b) No person eighteen years of age and younger shall possess a laser pointer while in a

public space; provided, however, that nothing in this section shall preclude:

(I) the possessionon sChool premises of a laser pointer by a person tweaty years of

age or younger for a valid instrUctioUI, school-related or·employment purpose,

where such laser pointer is used under the supervisionofa school staffperson,

other authoriM 'instruqor, or paixmt; or

(2) the possessionin a public spaoe of a laser pointer by a person eighteen years of

age and younger, during such person's hours of employmen¢, for a yalid

empIoymerit purpose where suCh laser poiliter is used under the supervisionof the

employer or its agent.

Section S: Harassment by Laser Beams Prohibited

No person shall focus, point or shine a laser beam directly or indirectly on another person or

moving vehicle in such a manner as is intended to harass or annoy said person or any person

operating a moving vehicle.
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· Section6: Peaalty

- · Any petson found to be inviolationof
this"odinance shall be fined $300.00 per oUease.

"

Enfotmnaitof this oMinance shall be by ncncriminaldiSpositiomSprovided by inNLG.L.
Chapter 40, Sectio[l2lD otby filing a ctitniaal complahitat the appioptiate venue:

r

For purposes of this Ordinance, the police' department shall
.

be the enforcing department.
,

'

r

Violations of Sections 2 and 3 occurring at a p1ace""of busine-ss ' '

shall be the responsibility of" the business owner.

secun7: Effective Date ""

.

ThiS Qrdinanoe shall take dfectuponits Iµlssage "

q

.

In City Council May 17, 1.999.

. Passed to be Ordained as Amended by -a

yea and nay vote:-" YeaS 8; Nizys 0; Absent 1.

Attest:
,

D. Margaret Drury.

City Clerk
©
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'f CRLS volleyball teamCleary brothers talk hockey, 11
e picks up threevvins

by sean smyth playine. lacrosse is a memory which will stay
CNC Staff g'W · with hitn for a long time. BY CHARBEL SALAMEH paced game then the day before,

..eaUuunttoumandue "When we were sophomores, most of us Student Correspondent the Falcons came up with a 2-l
Belmont Hill is a school that has alway' should taint to uilb but had never picked up lacrosse stick," said

,
victory.

had a rich pedigree of athletic talent. The Young, whose hockey team won the New A.ter a three-game losing streak, On Friday, the Falcons were

school does haCeone 'signature' sport which euerything is aboutpeople," England championshipwhile at Belmont the Cambridge Rindge and Latin back home to face Waltham. There

has turned out more than its share of profes- Hill. "What we really gained was our cohe- School boys volleyball team really wasn't much of a challenge

sionals, though: hockey. Bill Cleary sivene'4s,we overcame hurdles. By our senior turned it around last week by win- for the Falcons during the match.

Recently, as a continuing part of its 75th year, we were vying for the league champi- ning three in a row. Again, the Falcons came up with a

. 77 The first of the wins came last 2-O win.
anniversary celebrations, the school invited school's athletic director. onship.
five former hockey players who ended up Cleary noted that he was a member of ,Young also told the students, "the more

Tuesday. Highly-touted Newton The Falcons record is now 8-6,

playing for the U.S. Olympic team to speak some successful football and baseball teams you can build your athleticism, the better you North entered the War Memorial and 7-4 in the Eastern Alliance
to the student body. Those who came back while up on the Hill as well, adding that are, nol ,just athletically." Gym with a mission. But the Fal- League. Cambridge plans to clinch

included Cambridge natives and 1960 gold- baseball was his "first love." Having the teachers he had at Belmont Hill cons, who were the underdogs, a berth in the playoffs during this

medal winning brothers Bob ('52) and Bill "Hockey's been a big part of that tradi- was something which Young will not forget. surprised themselves and their fans week. With four gqmes remaining,

('54) Cleary; 1984 teammates and siblings lion," said Cleary, who coached the Fuscos "I was fortunate to have great role models by upsetting Newton North, 2-l. the Falcons need to win one more.

Mark ('79) and Scott ('81) Fusco; and 1992 and Young at Harvard. "We've had some and great teachers who instilled values into Many members of the team felt The Falcons look for the support

national team member C.J. Young, who went wonderful teams, some wonderful players." me," he said. the win was their best of the sea- of the community. The last regular

on to play for the Pittsburgh Penguins. Mark Fusco, the 1983 Hobey Baker Award After the lecture from the athletes, students son. The Falcons played a solid season home game will be played

All spoke of what Belmont Hill brought to winner and a defenseman while playing for were able to walk up and ask questions. Also game and committed few errors. tomorrow, May 21, at 4 p.m.
their careers, and also urged students to par- Bill Cleary at Harvard, said the school's on display were the medals which the players The next day, the Falcons against J.D. O'Bryant. Then, the

ticipate in as many extra-curricular activities tough academic workloadproves the term had won during their Olympic quests. packed their bags and headed to Falcons end their season Monday,

and sports as possible. "student-athlete" is not nearing extinction. While winning is something which all ath- nearby Latin Academy. After 10s- May 24, at Somerville.

"We've always had a great tradition in all "I hear a lot that athletes can'tbe students letes strive for, Bill Cleary tried to put things ing to Latin Academy early in

sports. One of the great things about here is and athletes," said Fusco. "I don'tagree. Bel- into perspective. April, the Falcons knew they ,need- Charbel Salameh is a captain of
that they had us play three sports," said Cam- mont Hill proves that." "We all want to win and we should want to ed a win. Playing a much different the CRLS boys volleyball team.

bridge native Bill Cleary, who went on to Young, who went on to play for the NHL'S win," said Cleary, "but everything is about
coach hockey at Harvard and is now the Pittsburgh Penguins, noted his experience people." Lahifftops division in

y, _
,

Matignon road race
" i ' "'@k

·% '
"·. |i'g'-'@:r ,%--.-' ' ' §%

"" The Matignon High School 39, 17: 09.

.,,
'

. · Alumni Association sponsored the The top two alumni finishers
annual Matignon High School were Michael Bennett, 1978, and

"|q|: '""" ' GI-' : Alumni Road Race last Sunday. Sue Hoag, 1990, while the overall
The race, which consisted of a winner of the race was Edenilson

3.1-mile running course or a 2-mile Paiva with a time of 15:47.

, ,,
walking course, took participants Following the race,60 raffle prizes

S" through the streets of North Cam- were distributed to the participants in-
,'1"' bridge and finished at Matignon eluding gift certificates from local

.,

")),;h|@%

,
High School. restaurantsand stores and two tickets

'-'- lk;::!::- ' The race, which was founded for Matignon High School's 50th an-
last year as part of Matignon High niversary galaon Sept.24.

,,., ,, - t- ..... School's 50th anniversary celebra- The race was sponsored by Veri
qi

-- · ,,' " tion, drew 150 participants. Win- Realty, TelecommunicationsIn-
_)1 '

-"" .i'tiikz ' ners in six age categories received sight Group, Somerville Alderman
' "' :%7

)i!C ·% ' -l¥% 50th anniversary medallionsfor Walter F. Pero, 1965, state Rep.
"-n "' El: best time on the running course, TimToomey, 1971, Somerville Al-

'""'¶|R%:
"n '"' " and the top alumni winners also re- derman Jim Halloran, Congress-

" ceived recognition. man Michael Capuano, Keefe Fu-.
_, ,

Awards were given to the fol- neral Homes, Galluccio Associates
lowing runners from Cambridge: and the Burren. The race raised "

' t
-:.)E!T::..,-.

-
""' Carol Lahiff, 1983, first place fe- $1,000, which will benefit the -

" "'01 "i * i I

, ": ',

,
males 30-39, 22:26; Michael Ben- Matignon High School Athletic

) 'e
nett, 1978, second place males 30- Department.'

Poisson is perfect
F '

The Cambridge Rindge and Isaiah Bradshaw reached base on
Latin junior varsity baseball team an error, with back-to-back singles

T

completed last week in perfect from Omar Carsecre and Rick
%N!: h fashion. Burke. That's the only run Poisson

,
' --i ·

). The team extended its record to would need.
12-O, led by freshman pitcher Paul Cambridge added insurance runs
Poisson who pitched a perfect in the fifth inning on hits by Car-

Austin "Ace" Diamond, quarterback of the BB&N football team — pictured here with game to lead the JVS to a 5-O victo- secre and Drew Walker, and in the

his fa er, _
ry over Arlington. Poisson had sixth inning on hits from Nick" th Merrill Diamond, after a game last year has accepted an offer of seven strikeouts and only one ball Page, Bradshaw and Carsecre. Dc-

admission to Middlebury College, where he will play football and baseball. Ace left the infield. fensively, Jack Haverty and Doug

. . - Cambridge broke open a score- Miller played a great game at third
currently is co-captain of the first-place BB&N baseball team. less game in the third inning when and second, respectively.

SPORTS WIRE
Pop Warnerregistration Wednesday,June2, at Cambridge Rindg" NorthFarmLeage open A"'nue. helpboys and girls learn thegameof baseball

andLatin School.
f

North Division Youth aseball invites Uys Players who willbe 6 years old by July 31 so theyam able to moveon to a MinorLeague
Cambridge PopWarner football/cheenng For more information regarding ees and and girls tojoin Its FarmLeagueprogramwhich but notolderthan 10 are invited tojoin. team. Playersare requested to bring a baseball

registration will be held from 6:30 to 8 p.m. what is neededto register,call the hotline at
Tuesday,May 25, at the Morse School, and 499-9611.

meets Saturdaysat Comeau Field on Rindge The league is an instructionalµograrn to glove md copyof theirbirth certificate.

'I' · ' ' ' "" '": " "YOUTH SOCCER NOTES0 X
WEEKLY SPEC ALS Eagles take

'

Paul Georges sharing shutout hon- side.

NCPVV ^c¢EF"Tn4a V¶S,A e N¶^8TER¢^REP = m ors in the goal. Encouraged by the tying goal,
'si© " ' ' freshground extra lean on Dedham · The Red Hawks maintained their Cambridge redoubled its efforts,LEAN PUREPORK &

ITALIAN
$µ 29 '

"I %
,

' SIRLOIN 169
In its seasonopener Sunday, th, '"elleiit defensive play with and in the Last secondsof the

under-l9 boys Division I Eagles strong performances by sweeper game, Jennah Epstein-kraus
SAUSAGES m lb- ,., " PATTIES David Flajnik, stopper Francois popped in a goal to win the gameIb?

soccer team met Dedham.
FRESH GRADE "A" "

"

U.S.D.A. CHOICE 199 The Eagles took a 3-l lead on
Ebzee, and defensive wings for the Magic. The Magic's record

CHICKEN 69¢
&

EYE ROUND goals by Tiago Moriera. Noad Michael Lawson, Michael Ker- is now 2-2-2.

DRUMSTICKS lb.
, ROAST Mesfin (assisted by Anderson D,, "hner, and Devin OYry.

lb- Santos), and Allen Cenatus (assist- Good midfieldposs "ssion and

US.D.A. CHOICE LEAN TENDER LEAN BONELESS ed by Tiago Moriera). Cambridg, control was demonstrated by Sa" Blue Hawks
CUJBE $j99 '

t

, SIRLOIN $i69
was unable to hold onto the lead, Martinez, Alejandro Molina, Her-

' "' PORK CHOPS however, givingup a penalty kick "'n Cortes, Roe Noelsaint, and hold on for tie
STEAK lb. ,

' ,# lb- and game tying third goal by Deck Ralph Joseph, Martinez and Joseph

" ' "' ' / · with goals. Abdullah Mamun, The under-l8 boys Blue Hawks
FRESHGRADE "A" ' z' U;S.D A. CHOICE ham late in the game. soccerteam, which has beenunder-

CHICKEN $j99
' ' lOP ROUND 179

The Eagles dominated the g,,n,
Georges, Hiam, Michelet Jean

with crisp passing and quickness, Charles, John Will St. Germain mannedat nine or 10 players all sea-

lb. ' " ROAST m- but struggled at times to match the and Valery Jean Charles proved a son, traveled to Marlboro on Sunday,

LEAN BONELESS PORK $ FRESH GRADE"A" in ensj y of a bigger, more physi- formidable offensive force, com_
with nine players.

'-',

&, CHICKEN 3c¢ ' t 't '
pletely overwhelming the Menot,_ Despite opposing a team with five

:SPA,RE 169
'

cal Dedham team. Jesse Dee, substitutesplayin" the full 11, and

RHBS I
.

" LEG QUARTERS G lb.
Robert Sherbourne, Joshua Su,,- my team. . . . " .losing one to injury (Nick Petschek)

b man, David Villalobos, Artus Elie, and defensemanJoey Feldman at
FRESH GRADE "A" .,

' ."'

-
FRESH BROWN Alvaro Santalices, Ian Milligan- , , . haW-strengthrecovering from a seri-

' " " " " %

JUMBO Pate, Peter Mlaguzi, Ricardo Gem- Magic wins thriller ous kneeinjury, the Blue Hawks heldCHICKEN 49¢ "
--

' - "- - _% 79¢
zales, Nelson Ayala, Pascal Jean The under-14 girls Cambridge on for a tie.

THIGHS lb. , _ EGGS d';_ Baptiste, Marques Almeida, Ian Magic team lost its match against Micah Pierce scoredCambridge's

THIN SLICED THIN SLICED Walker and Geraldo Moriera fill Dover-Sherborn on Saturday, l-O, goal. Tarek Salameh,Feldman,

EXTRA LEAN $i99
- -

MARVEL 7URKEY$299 out'this GBL All-Star and All- but had a dramatic comeback vic- Emilio Flores and Petschekwere
State studded roster. tory against Framingham, 2- 1, on strong on defense,while Nikias Ste-

BOILEDHAM lb. BREAST lb. Sunday. 1andkis,Nick Page,LaurenceVanni-

THIN SLICED WHITE thin sLIcEj Red Hawks win apin F""ingham held a l-O lead celli and Pierceprovided the mid-

AMERICAN $i99 MARGHERL $299 ' 'hroughout much of the game, but field and offensive coverage.
The under- 18 boys Red awks toward the end of the second half, Collie Wendel was a rock in goal,

CHEESE lb. i

SUPREMECOPIC01A lb. soccer team blanked Menotomy 8- Cambridge's Jessica Jeune tied the playing the box well and protecting

. . , , : ... , . - , · " d. 0 p · - .,, i:::
0 Sunday, with Chris Hiam and game with a nice shot from the left the tie for his tiring teammates.

m A-





,P
tr C. C. ¶06

Qlity iif (!klllthtibgE

MASSACHUSETTS

b—r!) kmj Bb~m7

JLj f In City Council 5"- n ,
jgg¶

0

L /O~ 0mL-m-a /ts A~'aj

YEA NAY . ABSENT PRESENT

J" Ms . Kathleen L. Born

1/"
Ms . Henrietta Davis

llr v. Mayor Anthony Gal1uccio
.

%

'
\1/"

· Mr. Kenneth E . Reeves

Nr Ms . Sheila T. Russell

C Mr. Michael A. Sullivan

V/
" Mr. Timothy j. Toomey, jr.

V"" Ms. Katherine Triantafillou

-"1/r'
Mayor Francis H. Duehay
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Section 6: Penalty

Any person found to be in violation of this ordinance shall be Med $300.00 per offense.

Enforcement of this ordinance shall be by non-criminaldiSposition as provided by in M.G.L.
Chapter 40, Section 21D or by filing a criminal complaintat the appropriate venue.

Section7, EffectiveDate ttMThis ordinance shall take effect upon its passage
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In City Council April 5, 1999

The Ordinance Committee held a public meeting on March 24, 1999, beginning
at 5:20 p.m. in the Sullivan Chamber for the purpose of considering a proposed
amendment to the Municipal Code to ban the sale of laser pointer pens to minors
(AttachmentA).

Present at the hearing were Councillor Henrietta Davis, Chair of the Committee,
Mayor Francis H. Duehay, Councillor Sheila T. Russell, Councillor Michael A.
Sullivan, and City Clerk D. Margaret Drury.

Councillor Davis convened the hearing and explained the purpose. She invited
Councillor Sullivan, who had requested the draft ordinance, to explain the proposal.

Councillor Sullivan stated that the issue first came to his attention as a result of
efforts by Councillor Connelly in Boston to address the danger presented by these pens.
They can be used as weapons and manufacturers are actually marketing them with this

u' m mind. They have already resulted in injuries.

This ordinance will prohibit the sale of laser pointers to minors and will prohibit
' self service displays in stores unless the display is located within ten feet of the

,

checkout counter. It also prohibits possession of laser pointers by minors while m
public spaces.

Mayor Duehay moved that the proposed amendment be forwarded to the
'

full City Council with the recommendation that it be ordained. The motion passed
without objection on a voice vote.

The hearing was adjourned at 5:30 p.m.

Fr CC " ee,

r

ouncillor Henrietta Davis
Chair

F:ORDINANCECOMM032499LASER
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A report from Councillor Henrietta
' Davis, Chair of the Ordinance Committee,

fo'r a meeting held on March 24, 1999 for
the purpose of considering a proposed
amehdment to the Municipal Coce to ban
the sale of laser pointer pens to
minors .
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In City Council April 5, 1999
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ATTACHMENT A

.
In amendment to an ordinance entitled the "Cambridge Municipal Code."

AN ORDINANCE REGARDING THE SALE,
POSSESSION AND USE OF LASER POINTERS '

Be it ordained by the City Council of Cambridge, in accordance with the provisionsof
Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 43B, Section 13, and any other applicable law as follows:

WHEREAS, laser pointers are being used by individuals especially minors in such a manner as

to harass, annoy and potentiaUy cause bodily harm to those receiving contact with the laser

beam; and
T

WHEREAS, laser beam pointers are capable of causing temporary flash blindness, headaches

and aMrimages from contact with the eye.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that the City of Cambridge recognizes the inherent

risk of injury of laser pointers when used inappropriately and establishes this regulationto
' protect the health and safety of its citizens.

Section 1. Definitions:

For purposes of this Ordinance, the following definitions shall apply:

(A)
'

"Laser pointer" means any devise that emits light amplified by the stimulated emission of
radiation that is visible to the human eye.

(B) "Person" means any natural person, corporation, partnership, firm, organization or other

legal entity.

(C) "Public space" means a place to which the public has a right to access, and includes, but
is not limited to, any street, highway, parking lot, plaza, transportation facility, place of
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amusement, park, or playground.

(D) "School premises" means the buildings, grounds, or facilities, .or any portion thereof,
owned, occupied, or under the custody or control of public or private institutions for the

'

.

primary purpose of providing educational and recreational instruction to students.

Section 2: Sales to Minors Prohibited

It shall be unlawfii1 for any person to give, sell or offer for sale or cause any person to give, sell

or offer to sell a laser pointer to any individual eighteen years of age and younger.

Section 3: Sales Restricted

.
(a) No person shall sell or offer for sale laser pointers by means of a self service display

unless such display is located within 10 feet of the checkout counter and in plain view of
the cashier or person on duty and in charge of the establishment.

(b) No person shall display laser pointers m any manner or post a sign advertising the

availability of laser pointers unless a notice has been posted to it indicating that the sale

or giving of laser pointers to persons eighteen years of age or younger is a violation of
this ordinance.

Section 4: PossessionRestricted

(a) No person twenty years of age and younger shall possess a laser pointer on school
premises; and

(b) No person eighteen years of age and younger shall possess a laser pointer while in a
public space; provided, however, that nothing m this section shall preclude:

(I) the possessionon school premises of a laser pointer by a person twenty years of
age or younger for a valid instructional, school-related or employment purpose,
where such laser pointer is used under the supervision of a school staff person,
other authoriM instructor, or parent; or

(2) the possession in a public space of a laser pointer by a pcrson eighteen years of
age and younger, during such person's hours of employment, for a valid
employment purpose where such laser pointer is used under the supervisionof the
employer or its agent.

Section 5: Harassment by Laser Beams Prohibited

No person shall focus, point or shine a laser beam directly or indirectly on another person or
moving vehicle in such a manner as is intended to harass or annoy said person or any person
operating a moving vehicle.

2
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OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

(617) 349-4260
FAX (617) 4269

tty/TDD (617) 492-0235
D. MARGARErDRURY

.
DONNAP. LO

arvcLERK
depuiyctty.

FAX TRANsMITrAL SHEET
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,.,,. "" In the Year .One Thousand, Nine Hundred Ninety Nine
DW

AN ORDINANCE

In amendment to an ordinance entitled "The Municipal Code of the City of Cambridge"

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Cambridge as follows:

AN ORDINANCE REGARDING THE SALE,
POSSESSION AND USE OF LASER POINTERS

Be it ordained by the City Council of Cambridge, in accordance with the provisions.ofMassachusetts General Laws, Chapter 43B, Section 13, and any other applicable law as follows:

WHEREAS, laser pointers are being used by individuals especially minors in such a manner asto hams, annoy and potentially cause bodily harm to those receiving contact with the laserbearm and

TWHEREAS, laser beam pointers are capable of causing temporary flash blindness, headachesand aRerimages from contact with the eye.
L

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that the City of Cambridge recognizes the inherentrisk of injury of laser poimers when used inappropriately and establishes this regulation to' protect the health and safety of its citizens.
,

Section 1. Definitions:

0

For purposes of this Ordinance, the following definitions shall apply:
.

'

(A)
'

"Laser pointer" means any devise that emits light amplified by the stimulated emission ofradiation that is visible to the human eye.

(B) "Person" means any natural person, corporation, partnership, firm, organizationor otherlegal entity.

(C) "Public space" means a place to which the public has a right to access, and includes, butis not limited to, any street, highway, parking lot, plaza, transportation facility, place of



0

,, " . t;

. .C

amusanenl park or playground.

.

..(D "School premises" means the buildings, grounds, or facilities,.or any portion thereof,

j
" owned, occupied, orunder the custMy or control of public or private institutions for the

0 -0

.

p'ima'y purpose ofprovidirjg educational and mreational instruction to students.

Section 2: Sales to Minors Prohibited

,
It shall be unlawfii1 for any person to give, sell or offer for sale or cause any person to give, sell

or offer to sell a laser pointer to any individual eighteen years of age and younger.

Section 3: Sales Restricted

.
(a) No person shall sell or o&er for sale laser pointers by means of a selfservice display

unless such display is located within 10 feet of the checkout counter and in plain view of
the cashier or person on duty and in charge of the establishment.

(b) No person shall display laser pointers in any manner or post a sign advertising the

availability of laser pointers unless a notice has been posted to it indicating that the sale

or giving of laser pointers to persons eighteen years of age or younger is a violation of
this ordinance.

Section 4: PossessionRestricted

(a) No person twenty years of age and younger shall possess a laser pointer on school

premises; and

(lb) No person eighteen years of age and younger shall possess a laser pointer while in a

public space; provided, however, that nothing in this section shall preclude:

(I) the possessionon school premises of a laser pointer by a person twenty years of

age or younger for a valid instructional, school-related or'employment purpose,

where such laser pointer is used under the supervision of a school staff person,

other authorized instructor, or pareW or

(2) the possession in a public space of a laser pointer by a person eighteen years of

age and younger, during such person's hours of employment, for a valid

employment purpose where such laser pointer is used under the supervisionof the

employer or its agent.

Section 5: Harassment by Laser Beams Prohibited

No person shall focus, point or shine a laser beam directly or indirectly on another person or

moving vehicle in such a manner as is intended to harass or annoy said person or any person

operating a moving vehicle.

2
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- Section 6: Pemlty

· Any person found to"be in violation of
this"otdinance shall be fined $300.00 per ofFense.

Enfommentof this ordinance shall be by non-aiininal dispositionas provided by in M.G.L.
Chapter 40, Section21D or by filing a criminal complaintat the appropriate venue.

Section7: EfFective Date

This Qrdinance shall take effect upon its passage '

Passed to a se'cond reading at the
City Council meeting on April 5, 1999
and on or after April 19, 1999 the
-question comes on passing to be ordained.

ATTEST: -
D. Margaret Drury

City Clerk
"
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COMMITTEE MINUTES .

COVER SHEET

The OjLtaLn~LAj Committee

held a public meeUng/hearing on ,
beginning at

S7¢7ll)ah

pm in the Sullivan Chamber/AaM~EEGR£Em for the purpose of

c~'&us " mj .t, . r Yd 7kQ- R

~~==A
, " "bm" nq'~ 6 "~-µr'

.
. Present at the hearing were eE7~ lajU^ //"n~jl lkL

Ma-y"""1J&uU
,

Chair of the CongmitteC, cqmlum~~iLAb]a, G~eilk)r "

Francis H. Duehay, c~~~~~moµ?~iµ!~~=~;'
KkRlmhj3dReeves f=iieila T. Russell, Councillor Michael A Sullivan, (3uuneUlor

TimQdhu=]l]m¥,jMcouncilkEjka~m~afillm, and City Clerk D. Margaret Drury.

Also present were

Councillor b x'jj convened the hearing and explained the purpose.
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In amendment to an ordinance entitled the "Cambridge Municipal Code."

AN ORDINANCE REGARDING THE SALE,
POSSESSION AND USE OF LASER POINTERS

Be it ordained by the City Council of Cambridge, in accordance with the provisions of
Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 43B, Section 13, and any other applicable law as follows:

WHEREAS, laser pointers are being used by individuals especially minors in such a manner as

to harass, annoy and potentially cause bodily harm to those receiving contact with the laser
beam; and

r

WHEREAS, laser beam pointers are capable of causing temporary flash blindness, headaches

and afterimages from contact with the eye.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that the City of Cambridge recognizes the inherent

risk of injury of laser pointers when used inappropriately and establishes this regulation to
' protect the health and safety of its citizens.

Section 1. Definitions:

For purposes of this Ordinance, the following definitions shall apply:

(A)
"

"Laser pointer" means any devise that emits light amplified by the stimulated emission of
radiation that is visible to the human eye.

(B) "Person" means any natural person, corporation, partnership, firm, organization or other
legal entity.

(C) "Public space" means a place to which the public has a right to access, and includes, but

.

is not limited to, any street, highway, parking lot, plaza, transportation facility, place of
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amusement, park, or playground.

(D) "School premises" means the buildings, grounds, or facilities,.or any portion thereof,
owned, occupied, or under the custody or control of public or private institutions for the

.

prima'y purpose of providing educational and recreational instruction to students.

Section 2: Sales to Minors Prohibited

It shall be unlawfiil for any person to give, sell or offer for sale or cause any person to give, sell

or offer to sell a laser pointer to any individual eighteen years of age and younger.

Section 3: Sales Restricted

(a) No person shall sell or offer for sale laser pointers by means of a self service display
unless such display is located within 10 feet of the checkout counter and m plain view of
the cashier or person on duty and in charge of the establishment.

(b) No person shall display laser pointers m any manner or post a sign advertising the

availability of laser pointers unless a notice has been posted to it indicating that the sale

or giving of laser pointers to persons eighteen years of age or younger is a violation of
this ordinance.

Section 4: Possession Restricted

(a) No person twenty years of age and younger shall possess a laser pointer on school
premises; and

(b) No person eighteen years of age and younger shall possess a laser pointer while in a
public space; provided, however, that nothing in this section shall preclude:

(I) the possession on school premises of a laser pointer by a person twenty years of
age or younger for a valid instructional, school-related or employment purpose,
where such laser pointer is used under the supervision of a school staff person,
other authorized instructor, or parent; or

(2) the possession in a public space of a laser pointer by a person eighteen years of
age and younger, during such person's hours of employment, for a valid
employment purpose where such laser pointer is used under the supefvisionof the
employer or its agent.

Section 5: Harassment by Laser Beams Prohibited

No person shall focus, point or shine a laser beam directly or indirectly on another person or
moving vehicle in such a manner as is intended to harass or annoy said person or any person
operating a moving vehicle.

2
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Section 6: Penalty

Any person found to be m violation of this ordinance shall be fined $300.00 per offense.
Enforcement of this ordinance shall be by non-criminaldisposition as provided by m M.G.L.
Chapter 40, Section 21D or by filing a criminal complaint at the appropriate venue.

Section 7: Effective Date

This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage

3
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IN CITY COUNCIL
February 1, 1999 '

COUNCILLORSULLIVAN
COUNCILLORBORN
COUNCILLORDAVIS
MAYOR DUEHAY
VICE MAYOR GALLUCCIO
COUNCILLORREEVES
COUNCILLORRUSSELL
COUNCILLORTOOMEY
COUNCILLORTRIANTAFILLOU

WHEREAS: Laser light pens are now on sale for a relatively cheap price; and

WHEREAS: These laser pens appear now to be marketed to children; and

WHEREAS: These laser pens have been known to, when improperly used, possibly blind others;
' and

WHEREAS: These laser pens are similar m make-up to the aiming mechanism on firearms, which if
pointed at an individual under certain circumstances could result in the return of
gunfire; now therefore be it

ORDERED: That the City Manager is hereby requested to instruct the Law Departmentto prepare
an ordinance banning the sale of laser pens to minors in the City of Cambridge.

In City Council February 1, 1999.

Adopted by the affirmative vote of eight members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.
A true copy;

,,,,,,,,
x9 )Y)aAr~ 77
D. Margaret Drury

City Clerk

S
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Councillor Sullivan

L Q/to

NO. 2:

WHEREAS: Laser light pens are now on sale for a relatively cheap price; and
. C ,

WHEREAS: These laser pens appear now to be marke& to children; and

WHEREAS: These laser pens have been known to, when improperly used, possibly
blind others; and ,

'

WHEREAS: These laser pens are similar in make-up to the aiming mechanism on
firearms, which if pointed at an individual under certain circumstances could
result in the return of gunfire. Now therefore be it
ORDERED: That the City Manager is hereby requested to instruct the Law
Department to prepare an ordinance banning the sale of laser pens to minors in

. the City of Cambridge.
f

Margaret: the act relative to No. 1 to follow.

Thank you,

Michael
r
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IN CITY COUNCIL

February 1, 1999

COUNCILLORSULLIVAN

WHEREAS: Laser light pens are now on sale for a relatively cheap price; and

WHEREAS: These laser pens appear now to dc marketed to children; and

WHEREAS: These laser pens have been known to, when improperly used, possibly blind others;
and

WHEREAS: These laser pens are similar in make up to the
ailnini':eechanism

on firearms, which if
pointed at an individual under certain circumstances cQuld result in the return of
gunfire; now therefore be it

, . «

ORDERED: That the City Manager is hereby requested to instruct the Law Departmentto prepare
an ordinance banning the sale of laser pens to minors4i the City of Cambridge.
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Consent Order 126

Counc111or Sullivan re: prepare an
ordinance banning the sale of laser

6

pens to minors in the City of Cambridge.
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In City Council February i; 1999

ORDER ADOPTED
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