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-~ .. . Anthony Baldo, "Crime Beat'" V(/—? wp .
| FROM: Doris Casella, spokesberson(gggi;;ﬁgg;ﬁgawégﬁbfidge residents and paren;é)

RE: Entry in "Crime Beat" of January 5, 1984 N

‘ /7u;Z;::f:Z;ZA}L?4;7;f:;Afijijzz¢,ﬁE;

On Thursday, January 5, 1984, your newspaper listed an incident that occurred

on January 1st at Harvard and Dana Streets involving a white male who accused ffiizf /
a black youth of knocking him off his bike. When the white male chased the abuwﬁbp
boy, he then claims that several black youths appeared and beat him. Two of the

youths who were arrested at just turned 17, and as such were treated as adUItS’<;ZZ:jé ‘

with their names and addresses appearing in your newspaper as suspects in this
incident. ‘ |

Gentlemen:

Unfortunately, for many people reading this article, the implication to them is
that the boys are guilty, and as a result, these children have been the subject
of negative comments and general embarrassement in their neighborhoods and at
their school (CRLS). '

As concerned parents and residents of Cambridge, we wish to voice our protest of

the newspaper listing, but more importantly, our protest of the conduct of the
Cambridge police in this and other incidences.

This case is far more involved than your Crime Beat listing would lead one to
believe. The police, in response to the Harvard Street incident, conducted a
"sweep" of the area, picking up black youths in three separate round-ups.

~ Presumably the alledged victim picked out these boys as his attackers, but in
at least one case, the boy I spoke to said his head was down on the police car
and he could not have been identified except from behind. In addition, the

alledged victim was not in an emotional state that would have made such eye
witness identification accurate. :

The children were handcuffed, put in police cars, taken to the police station,
fingerprinted, mugged and put in cells. Most of them were read their rights,

but were not allowed phone calls. It was only because a youth, seeing one of

the round-ups, called a parent of one of the boys, and she in turn called other
parents, that any of the parents arrived at the police station. When they

did arrive, they were read a list of very serious charges against their sons and
then had to wait for fingerprinting and photogrphing to be completed before seeing
their children..... some parents waiting for well over an hour. They found the
children frightened, upset, and two of the youngest boys (12 and 13 years old)
close to hysteria.

Upon further questioning, the parents found that the boys had not been questioned
as to where they were going or where they had come from; there was not juvenile
officer there to aid them; they had all been treated as if they were guilty.

Saundra Graham, hearing of the incident arranged a meeting with Chief of Police
Anthony Paolillo and the parents on Friday, January 6, 1984. Present at this
meeting was Det. Spencer Franklin who made a special report to the parents con-
cerning the llarvard Street incident. Det. Franklin stated that the victim had
given conflicting stories, and at the time of "fingering" the boys, was highly
emotional and 'very angry.'" There was also a very good possibility that the



élléged;victim would have had difficulty differentiating between black people.

. Also present at this meeting was a parent whose child had been involved in an
incident on December 10, 1983, where a victim identified two black youths of
stealing her watch, but the police picked up four additional black youths, and
even though the victim clearly stated that the four additional youths were not
implicated in her attack, they booked these children anyway, and their case is
now pending.

Chief of Police Paolillo informed us that although the new recruits were receiving
sensitivity training to help them deal with the ethnic commmities of Cambridge,
there were indeed several older officers who had not received the possible benefit of
such training and were of some concern to the Chief. He also quoted the statistic
that the majority of crimes committed in the Central Square area were comnitted
2{ whites and not blacks. He did not deny, however, that if we were to examine

e arrest records that most of those arrested in that area would be black.

The parents then made a formal complaint to the Police Chief stating that teen-

age black childlren are constantly harrassed in Harvard and Central Squares. _
Both the children of the parents present, and their friends at school have attested
to the fact that while simply walking in these areas, policement routinely stop
them and question them. The parents demanded that this practice be stopped and
that their children feel free to walk the streets of their own communities.

Some of the suggestions made and accepted by the Chief of Police were:

(a) a Conmittee be formed of parents, community people, and police officials to
. investigate and revise the procedures and policies for juveniles in Cambridge to
prevent our children from becoming victims.

(b) the City Council will be petitioned for funds to enlarge the juvenile unit,
and for youth workers.

The meeting ended with the parents deciding to meet on Sunday, January
8th to further clarify their demands, and to work on the formation of a committee.
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RE: Entry in "Crime Beat" of January 5, 1984  \_
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On Thursday, January 5, 1984, your newspaper listed an incident that occurred

on January 1lst at Harvard and Dana Streets involving a white male who accused %ﬁi;b

a black youth of knocking him off his bike. When the white male chased the a¢uwﬁb/
boy, he then claims that several black youths appeared and beat him. Two of the

youths who were arrested at just turned 17, and as such were treated as adults, ;ZZ::% ‘

with their names and addresses appearing in your newspaper as suspects in this
incident.

Gentlemen:

Unfortunately, for many people reading this article, the implication to them is
that the boys are guilty, and as a result, these children have been the subject
of negative comments and general embarrassement in their neighborhoods and at
their school (CRLS).

As concerned parents and residents of Cambridge, we wish to voice our protest of
the newspaper listing, but more importantly, our protest of the conduct of the
Cambridge police in this and other incidences. )

This case is far more involved than your Crime Beat listing would lead one to
believe. The police, in response to the Harvard Street incident, conducted a
"sweep" of the area, picking up black youths in three separate round-ups.
Presumably the alledged victim picked out these boys as his attackers, but in
at least one case, the boy I spoke to said his head was down on the police car
and he could not have been identified except from behind. In addition, the
alledged victim was not in an emotional state that would have made such eye
witness identification accurate.

The children were handcuffed, put in police cars, taken to the police station,
fingerprinted, mugged and put in cells. Most of them were read their rights,
but were not allowed phone calls. It was only because a youth, seeing one of
the round-ups, called a parent of one of the boys, and she in turn called other
parents, that any of the parents arrived at the police station. When they
did arrive, they were read a list of very serious charges against their sons and

- then had to wait for fingerprinting and photogrphing to be completed before seeing
their children..... some parents waiting for well over an hour. They found the
children frightened, upset, and two of the youngest boys (12 and 13 years old)
close to hysteria. '

Upon further questioning, the parents found that the boys had not been questioned
as to where they were going or where they had come from; there was not juvenile
officer there to aid them; they had all been treated as if they were guilty.

Saundra Graham, hearing of the incident arranged a meeting with Chief of Police
Anthony Paolillo and the parents on Friday, January 6, 1984. Present at this
meeting was Det. Spencer Franklin who made a special report to the parents con-
cerning the Harvard Street incident. Det. Franklin stated that the victim had
given conflicting stories, and at the time of "fingering" the boys, was highly
emotional and "very angry." There was also a very good possibility that the



~=z

‘ élléged.victim would have had difficulty differentiating between black people.

. Also present at this meeting was a parent whose child had been involved in an

incident on December 10, 1983, where a victim identified two black youths of
stealing her watch, but the police picked up four additional black youths, and
even though the victim clearly stated that the four additional youths were not
implicated in her attack, they booked these children anyway, and their case is
now pending. :

Chief of Police Paolillo informed us that although the new recruits were receiving

sensitivity training to help them deal with the ethnic commnities of Cambridge,

there were indeed several older officers who had not received the possible benefit of

such training and were of some concern to the Chief. He also quoted the statistic
that the majority of crimes committed in the Central Square area were committed
2{ whites and not blacks. He did not deny, however, that if we were to examine

e arrest records that most of those arrested in that area would be black.

The parents then made a formal complaint to the Police Chief stating that teen-
age black childlren are constantly harrassed in Harvard and Central Squares.
Both the children of the parents present, and their friends at school have attested
to the fact that while simply walking in these areas, policement routinely stop
them and question them. The parents demanded that this practice be stopped and
that their children feel free to walk the streets of their own communities.

Some of the suggestibns made and accepted by the Chief of Police were:

(a) a Committee be formed of parents, community people, and police officials to

. investigate and revise the procedures and policies for juveniles in Cambridge to

prevent our children from becoming victims.

(b) the City Council will be petitioned for funds to enlarge the juvenile unit,
and for youth workers.

The meeting ended with the parents deciding to meet on Sunday, January

8th to further clarify their demands, and to work on the formation of a committee.
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FROM: Doris Casella, spokesperson(gggi;;gg;;ﬁgawéémbridge residents and parenté) :

RE:  Entry in "Crime Beat" of Jamuary §, 1984 L W G 7 .

On Thursday, January 5, 1984, your newspaper listed an incident that occurred

on January 1st at Harvard and Dana Streets involving a white male who accused éjgizl

a black youth of knocking him off his bike. When the white male chased the abuwﬂb/
boy, he then claims that several black youths appeared and beat him. Two of the

youths who were arrested at just turned 17, and as such were treated as adults,JjE::% ‘

with their names and addresses appearing in your newspaper as suspects in this
incident. '

Gentlemen:

Unfortunately, for many people reading this article, the implication to them is

. that the boys are guilty, and as a result, these children have been the subject
of negative comments and general embarrassement in their neighborhoods and at
their school (CRLS). R

As concerned parents and residents of Cambridge, we wish to voice our protest of
the newspaper listing, but more importantly, our protest of the conduct of the
Cambridge police in this and other incidences. ,

This case is far more involved than your Crime Beat listing would lead one to
believe. The police, in response to the Harvard Street incident, conducted a
"sweep" of the area, picking up black youths in three separate round-ups.
Presumably the alledged victim picked out these boys as his attackers, but in
at least one case, the boy I spoke to said his head was down on the police car
and he could not have been identified except from behind. In addition, the
alledged victim was not in an emotional state that would have made such eye
witness identification accurate.

The children were handcuffed, put in police cars, taken to the police station,
fingerprinted, mugged and put in cells. Most of them were read their rights,

but were not allowed phone calls. It was only because a youth, seeing one of

the round-ups, called a parent of one of the boys, and she in turn called other
parents, that any of the parents arrived at the police station. When they

did arrive, they were read a list of very serious charges against their sons and
then had to wait for-fingerprinting and photogrphing to be completed before seeing
their children..... some parents waiting for well over an hour. They found the
children frightened, upset, and two of the youngest boys (12 and 13 years old)
close to hysteria. '

‘Upon further questioning, the parents found that the boys had not been questioned
as to where they were going or where they had come from; there was not juvenile
officer there to aid them; they had all been treated as if they were guilty.

Saundra Graham, hearing of the incident arranged a meeting with Chief of Police
Anthony Paolillo and the parents on Friday, January 6, 1984. Present at this
meeting was Det. Spencer Franklin who made a special report to the parents con-
cerning the Harvard Street incident. Det. Franklin stated that the victim had
given conflicting stories, and at the time of "fingering" the boys, was highly
emotional and 'very angry." There was also a very good possibility that the
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élléged.victim would have had difficulty differentiating between black peopie.

. Also present at this meeting was a parent whose child had been involved in an

incident on December 10, 1983, where a victim identified two black youths of
stealing her watch, but the police picked up four additional black youths, and
even though the victim clearly stated that the four additional youths were not
implicated in her attack, they booked these children anyway, and their case is
now pending. _ _

Chief of Police Paolillo informed us that although the new recruits were receiving

sensitivity training to help them deal with the ethnic commmities of Cambridge,
there were indeed several older officers who had not received the possible benefit of
such training and were of some concern to the Chief. He also quoted the statistic
that the majority of crimes committed in the Central Square area were committed
by whites and not blacks. He did not deny, however, that if we were to examine

e arrest records that most of those arrested in that area would be black.

The parents then made a formal complaint to the Police Chief stating that teen-

age black childlren are constantly harrassed in Harvard and Central Squares. ~
Both the children of the parents present, and their friends at school have attested
to the fact that while simply walking in these areas, policement routinely stop
them and question them. The parents demanded that this practice be stopped and
that their children feel free to walk the streets of their own communities.

Some of the suggestions made and accepted by the Chief of Police were:

(a)'a Committee be formed of parents, community people, and police officials to

. investigate and revise the procedures and policies for juveniles in Cambridge to

prevent our children from becoming victims.

(b) the City Council will be petitioned for funds to énlarge the juvenile unit,
and for youth workers.

. The meeting ended with the parents deciding to meet on Sunday, January

8th to further clarify their demands, and to work on the formation of a committee.
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FROM: Doris Casella, spokesperson<§§E:59ncerned Cambridge residen?fmff§—225§5£§>

RE: Entry in "Crime Beat' of January 5, 1984 :m o}

Gentlemen: -

On Thursday, January 5, 1984, your newspaper listed an incident that occurred

on January 1st at Harvard and Dana Streets involving a white male who accused %ﬁi;b
a black youth of knocking him off his bike.  When the white male chased the a/
boy, he then claims that several black youths appeared and beat him. Two of the

youths who were arrested at just turned 17, and as such were treated as adults, wd
withatheir-names and addresses appearing in your newspaper as suspects in this q}ﬂuﬂé"
incident.

Unfortunately, for many people reading this article, the implication to them is
that the boys are guilty, and as a result, these children have been the subject
of negative comments and general embarrassement in their neighborhoods and at
their school (CRLS).

As concerned parents and residents of Cambridge, we wish to voice our protest of

the newspaper listing, but more importantly, our protest of the conduct of the

Cambridge police in this and other incidences. |

. This case is far more involved than your Crime Beat listing would lead one to
believe. The police, in response to ‘the Harvard Street incident, conducted a

. "'sweep'’' of the area, picking up black youths in three separate round-ups.
Presumably the alledged victim picked out these boys as his attackers, but in
at least one case, the boy I spoke to said his head was down on the police car
and he could not have been identified except from behind. In addition, the
alledged victim was not in an emotional state that would have made such eye

~ witness identification accurate.

The children were handcuffed, put in police cars, taken to the police station,
fingerprinted, mugged and put in cells. Most of them were read their rights,

but were not allowed phone calls. It was only because a youth, seeing one of

the round-ups, called a parent of one of the boys, and she in turn called other
parents, that any of the parents arrived at the police station. When they

did arrive, they were read a list of very serious charges against their sons and
then had to wait for fingerprinting and photogrphing to be completed before seeing
their children..... some parents waiting for well over an hour. They found the
children frightened, upset, and two of the youngest boys (12 and 13 years old)
close to hysteria.

Upon further questioning, the parents found that the boys had not been quéstioned
as to where they were going or where they had come from; there was not juvenile
officer there to aid them; they had all been treated as if they were guilty.

Saundra Graham, hearing of the incident arranged a meeting with Chief of Police

Anthony Paolillo and the parents on Friday, January 6, 1984. Present at this

meeting was Det. Spencer Franklin who made a special report to the parents con-

cerning the Harvard Street incident. Det. Franklin stated that the victim had

given conflicting stories, and at the time of "fingering" the boys, was highly
. emotional and "very angry." There was also a very good possibility that the



; 511éged.victim would have had difficulty differentiating between black people.

. Also present at this meeting was a parent whose child had been involved in an
incident on December 10, 1983, where a victim identified two black youths of
stealing her watch, but the police picked up four additional black youths, and
even though the victim clearly stated that the four additional youths were not
implicated in her attack, they booked these children anyway, and their case is
now pending.

Chief of Police Paolillo informed us that although the new recruits were receiving
sensitivity training to help them deal with the ethnic commmities of Cambridge,
there were indeed several older officers who had not received the possible benefit of
such training and were of some concern to the Chief. He also quoted the statistic
that the majority of crimes committed in the Central Square area were committed

b{ whites and not blacks. He did not deny, however, that if we were to examine

the arrest records that most of those arrested in that area would be black.

The parents then made a formal complaint to the Police Chief stating that teen-

age black childlren are constantly harrassed in Harvard and Central Squares.

Both the children of the parents present, and their friends at school have attested
to the fact that while simply walking in these areas, policement routinely stop
them and question them. The parents demanded that this practice be stopped and
that their children feel free to walk the streets of their own commumities.

Some of -the suggestions made and accepted by the Chief of Police were:
(a) a Committee be formed of parents, community people, and police officials to
. investigate and revise the procedures and policies for juveniles in Cambridge to

prevent our children from becoming victims.

(b) the City Council will be petitioned for funds to enlarge the juvenile unit,
and for youth workers.

The meeting ended with the parents deciding to meet on Sunday, January
8th to further clarify their demands, and to work on the formation of a committee.
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Cambridge residents and parenté)

FROM: Doris Casella, spokesperson for concerned

ot ’ : 4“515%65446”L et

Gentlemen:

On Thursday, January 5, 1984, your newspaper listed an incident that occurred

on January 1st at Harvard and Dana Streets involving a white male who accused t%ﬁﬁig

a black youth of knocking him off his bike. When the white male chased the a¢uuﬁk/
boy, he then claims that several black youths appeared and beat him. Two of the

youths who were arrested at just turned 17, and as such were treated as adults, W%
yithatheir names and addresses appearing in your newspaper as suspects in this 4fﬁuﬂé"
incident.

Unfortunately, for many people reading this.article, the implication to them is
that the boys are guilty, and as a result, these children have been the subject
of negative comments and general embarrassement in their neighborhoods and at
their school (CRLS). ‘

As concerned parents and residents of Cambridge, we wish to voice our protest of
the newspaper listing, but more importantly, our protest of the conduct of the
Cambridge police in this and other incidences.

This case is far more involved than your Crime Beat listing would lead one to
believe. The police, in response to the Harvard Street incident, conducted a
"'sweep' of the area, picking up black youths in three separate round-ups.
Presumably the alledged victim picked out these boys as his attackers, but in
at least one case, the boy I spoke to said his head was down on the police car
and he could not have been identified except from behind. In addition, the
alledged victim was not in an emotional state that would have made such eye
witness identification accurate.

The children were handcuffed, put in police cars, taken to the police station,
fingerprinted, mugged and put in cells. Most of them were read their rights,

but were not allowed phone calls. It was only because a youth, seeing one of

the round-ups, called a parent of one of the boys, and she in turn called other
parents, that any of the parents arrived at the police station. When they

did arrive, thcy were read a list of very serious charges against their sons and
then had to wait for fingerprinting and photogrphing to be completed before seeing
their children..... some parents waiting for well over an hour. They found the
children frightened, upset, and two of the youngest boys (12 and 13 years old)
close to hysteria.

Upon further questioning, the parents found that the boys had not been questioned
as to where they were going or where they had come from; there was not juvenile
officer there to aid them; they had all been treated as if they were guilty.

Saundra Graham, hearing of the incident arranged a meeting with Chief of Police
Anthony Paolillo and the parents on Friday, January 6, 1984. Present at this
meeting was DNet. Spencer Franklin who made a special report to the parents con-
cerning the Harvard Street incident. Det. Franklin stated that the victim had
given conflicting stories, and at the time of "fingering'" the boys, was highly
emotional and "very angry." There was also a very good possibility that the



: élléged‘victim would have had difficulty differentiating between black people.

. Also present at this meeting was a parent whose child had been involved in an
incident on December 10, 1983, where a victim identified two black youths of
stealing her watch, but the police picked up four additional black youths, and
even though the victim clearly stated that the four additional youths were not
implicated in her attack, they booked these children anyway, and their case is
now pending.

Chief of Police Paolillo informed us that although the new recruits were receiving
sensitivity training to help them deal with the ethnic commnities of Cambridge,
there were indeed several older officers who had not received the possible benefit of
such training and were of some concern to the Chief. He also quoted the statistic
that the majority of crimes comnitted in the Central Square area were committed
v EK whites and not blacks. He did not deny, however, that if we were to examine

e arrest records that most of those arrested in that area would be black.

The parents then made a formal complaint to the Police Chief stating that teen-

age black childlren are constantly harrassed in Harvard and Central Squares.

Both the. children of the parents present, and their friends at school have attested
to the fact that while simply walking in these areas, policement routinely stop
them and question them. The parents demanded that this practice be stopped and
that their children feel free to walk the streets of their own communities.

Some of the suggestions made and accepted by the Chief of Police were:

(a) a Committee be formed of parenté, community people, and police officials to
. investigate and revise the procedures and policies for juveniles in Cambridge to
prevent our children from becoming victims, ;

(b) the City Council will be petitioned for funds to enlarge the juvenile unit,
and for youth workers. '

The meeting ended with the parents deciding to meet on Sunday, January
8th to further clarify their demands, and to work on the formation of a committee.

fiHtits



;'élléged-victim would have had difficulty differentiating between black people.

. Also present at this meeting was a parent whose child had been involved in an
incident on December 10, 1983, where a victim identified two black youths of
stealing her watch, but the police picked up four additional black youths, and
even though the victim clearly stated that the four additional youths were not
implicated in her attack, they booked these children anyway, and their case is
now pending.

Chief of Police Paolillo informed us that although the new recruits were receiving
sensitivity training to help them deal with the ethnic comunities of Cambridge,
there were indeed several older officers who had not received the possible benefit of
such training and were of some concern to the Chief. He also quoted the statistic
that the majority of crimes committed in the Central Square area were committed

Q{ whites and not blacks. He did not deny, however, that if we were to examine

the arrest records.that most of those arrested in that area would be black.

The parents then made a formal complaint to the Police Chief stating that teen-

age black childlren are constantly harrassed in Harvard and Central Squares.

Both the children of the parents present, and their friends at school have attested
to the fact that while simply walking in these areas, policement routinely stop
them and question them. The parents demanded that this practice be stopped and
that their children feel free to walk the streets of their own communities.

Some of the suggestions made and accepted by the Chief of Police were:

(a) a Committee be formed of parents, community people, and police officials to
. investigate and revise the procedures and policies for juveniles in Cambridge to
prevent our children from becoming victims. o

(b) the City Council will be petitioned for funds to enlarge the juvenile unit,
and for youth workers. '

The meeting ended with the parents deciding to meet on Sunday, January
8th to further clarify their demands, and to work on the formation of a committee.
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- FROM: Doris Casella, spokesperson(fggigggg;;ﬁga-Cambridge residents and parentQ)

RE: Entry in "Crime Beat" of January 5, 1984  \_ C 9 ”

Gentlemen: |

On Thursday, January 5, 1984, your newspaper listed an incident that occurred

on January 1st at Harvard and Dana Streets involving a white male who accused éj&iz,
a black youth of knocking him off his bike. When the white male chased the &ﬂ
boy, he then claims that several black youths appeared and beat him. Two of the

youths who were arrested at just turned 17, and as such were treated as adults, ;zz:j%/.

with their names and addresses appearing in your newspaper as suspects in this
incident.

Unfortunately, for many people reading this article, the implication to them is
that the boys are guilty, and as a result, these children have been the subject
of negative comments and general embarrassement in their neighborhoods and at
their school (CRLS).

As concerned parents and residents of Cambridge, we wish to voice our protest of
the newspaper listing, but more importantly, our protest of the conduct of the
Cambridge police in this and other incidences.

This case is far more involved than your Crime Beat listing would lead one to
believe. The police, in response to the Harvard Street incident, conducted a
"sweep" of the area, picking up black youths in three separate round-ups.
Presumably the alledged victim picked out these boys as his attackers, but in
at least one case, the boy I spoke to said his head was down on the police car
and he could not have been identified except from behind. In addition, the
alledged victim was not in an emotional state that would have made such eye
witness identification accurate. '

The children were handcuffed, put in police cars, taken to the police station,
fingerprinted, mugged and put in cells. Most of them were read their rights,

but were not allowed phone calls. It was only because a youth, seeing one of

the round-ups, called a parent of one of the boys, and she in turn called other
parents, that any of the parents arrived at the police station. When they

did arrive, they were read a list of very serious charges against their sons and
then had to wait for fingerprinting and photogrphing to be completed before seeing
their children..... some parents waiting for well over an hour. They found the
children frightened, upset, and two of the youngest boys (12 and 13 years old)
close to hysteria, ’

Upon further‘questioning, the parents found that the boys had not been questioned
as to where they were going or where they had come from; there was not juvenile
officer there to aid them; they had all been treated as if they were guilty.

Saundra Graham, hearing of the incident arranged a meeting with Chief of Police
Anthony Paolillo and the parents on Friday, January 6, 1984. Present at this
meeting was Det. Spencer Franklin who made a special report to the parents con-
cerning the Harvard Street incident. Det. Franklin stated that the victim had
given conflicting stories, and at the time of "fingering" the boys, was highly
emotional and "very angry." There was also a very geod possibility that the



’élléged‘victim would have had difficulty differentiating between black people.

. Also present at this meeting was a parent whose child had been involved in an
incident on December 10, 1983, where a victim identified two black youths of
stealing her watch, but the police picked up four additional black youths, and
even though the victim clearly stated that the four additional youths were not
implicated in her attack, they booked these children anyway, and their case is
now pending. v

Chief of Police Paolillo informed us that although the new recruits were receiving
sensitivity training to help them deal with the ethnic communities of Cambridge,
there were indeed several older officers who had not received the possible benefit of
such training and were of some concern to the Chief. He also quoted the statistic
that the majority of crimes committed in the Central Square area were committed

by whites and not blacks. He did not deny, however, that if we were to examine

the arrest records that most of those arrested in that area would be black.

The parents then made a formal complaint to the Police Chief stating that teen-

age black childlren are constantly harrassed in Harvard and Central Squares.

" Both the children of the parents present, and their friends at school have attested
to the fact that while simply walking in these areas, policement routinely stop
them and question them. The parents demanded that this practice be stopped and
that their children feel free to walk the streets of their own communities.

Some of the suggestions made and accepted by the Chief of Police were:

(a) a Committee be formed of parents, community people, and police officials to

. investigate and revise the procedures and policies for juveniles in Cambridge to
prevent our children from becoming victims. o

(b) the City Council will be petitioned for funds to enlarge the juvenile unit,
and for youth workers.

The meeting ended with the parents deciding to meet on Sunday, January
8th to further clarify their demands, and to work on the formation of a committee.

HitHHite4
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Cambridge residents and paren;é)

RE:  Entry in "Crine Beat" of January 5, 1984 & WM o 5 % 7 .
| - . el ol

Gentlemen:

On Thursday, January 5, 1984, your newspaper listed an incident that occurred ),

. on January 1st at Harvard and Dana Streets involving a white male who accused Aéuig

a black youth of knocking him off his bike. When the white male chased the aLawﬁB/
boy, heé then claims that several black youths appeared and beat him. Two of the

youths who were arrested at just turned 17, and as such were treated as adults, W
with their names and addresses appearing in your newspaper as suspects in this 4ﬂ&uﬂé"
incident.

Unfortunately, for many people reading this article, the implication to them is
that the boys are guilty, and as a result, these children have been the subject
of negative comments and general embarrassement in their neighborhoods and at
their school (CRLS). '

As concerned parents and residents of Cambridge, we wish to voice our protest of
the newspaper listing, but more importantly, our protest of the conduct of the
Cambridge police in this and other incidences. |

This case is far more involved than your Crime Beat listing would lead one to
believe. The police, in response to the Harvard Street incident, conducted a
"sweep" of the area, picking up black youths in three separate round-ups.
Presumably the alledged victim picked out these boys as his attackers, but in
at least one case, the boy I spoke to said his head was down on the police car
and he could not have been identified except from behind. In addition, the
alledged victim was not in an emotional state that would have made such eye
witness identification accurate.

The children were handcuffed, put in police cars, taken to the police station,
fingerprinted, mugged and put in cells. Most of them were read their rights,

but were not allowed phone calls. It was only because a youth, seeing one of

the round-ups, called a parent of one of the boys, and she in turn called other
parents, that any of the parents arrived at the police station. When they

did arrive, they were read a list of very serious charges against their sons and
then had to wait for fingerprinting and photogrphing to be completed before seeing
their children.....some parents waiting for well over an hour. They found the
children frightened, upset, and two of the youngest boys (12 and 13 years old)
close to hysteria. :

Upon further questioning, the parents found that the boys had not been questioned
as to where they were going or where they had come from: there was not juvenile
officer there to aid them; they had all been treated as if they were guilty.

Saundra Graham, hearing of the incident arranged a meeting with Chief of Police
Anthony Paolillo and the parents on Friday, January 6, 1984. Present at this
meeting was Det. Spencer Franklin who made a special report to the parents con-
cerning the Harvard Street incident. Det. Franklin stated that the victim had
given conflicting stories, and at the time of "fingering" the boys, was highly
emotional and 'very angry." There was also a very good possibility that the



; élléged victim would have had difficulty differentiating between black people.

. Also present at this meeting was a parent whose child had been involved in an
incident .on December 10, 1983, where a victim identified two black youths of
stealing her watch, but the police picked up four additional black youths, and
even though the victim clearly stated that the four additional youths were not
implicated in her attack, they booked these children anyway, and their case is
now pending.

Chief of Police Paolillo informed us that although the new recruits were receiving
sensitivity training to help them deal with the ethnic commmities of Cambridge,
there were indeed several older officers who had not received the possible benefit of
such training and were of some concern to the Chief. He also quoted the statistic
that the majority of crimes committed in the Central Square area were committed

bv whites and not blacks. He did not deny, however, that if we were to examine

the arrest records that most of those arrested in that area would be black.

The parents then made a formal complaint to the Police Chief stating that teen-

age black childlren are constantly harrassed in Harvard and Central Squares.

Both the children of the parents present, and their friends at school have attested
to the fact that while simply walking in these areas, policement routinely stop
them and question them. The parents demanded that this practice be stopped and
that their children feel free to walk the streets of their own communities.

Some of the suggestions made and accepted by the Chief of Police were:

(a) a Comnittee be formed of parents, comunity people, and police officials to
. investigate and revise the procedures and policies for juveniles in Cambridge to
prevent our children from becoming victims. o

(b) the City Council will be petitioned for funds to enlarge the juvenile unit,
and for youth workers.

The meeting ended with the parents deciding to meet on Sunday, January -
8th to further clarify their demands, and to work on the formation of a committee.

YTl



, . Tuesdq:js-
Joma 1 864 -T7008 gyl 0 33 bec.to )
773-13306 (Takine, (6 01l
Y., TO: Cambridge Chronicle | bfucfl“*959¢><§// ,n,4*602f21440@j¢

David Wiegand, Editor ’ .
. Anthony Baldo, "Crime Beat" / Visdy i M

FROM: Doris Casella, spokesperson(fggiggigg;ﬁgaﬂéambridge residents and parenfé)
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On Thursday, January 5, 1984, your newspaper listed an incident that occurred

on January 1lst at Harvard and Dana Streets involving a white male who accused Cﬁzﬁly
a black youth of knocking him off his bike. When the white male chased the &0
boy, he then claims that several black youths appeared and beat him. Two of the

youths who were arrested at just turned 17, and as such were treated as adults, ﬁﬁ*ﬂz _

with their names and addresses appearing in your newspaper as suspects in this
incident.

Unfortunately, for many people reading this article, the implication to them is
that the boys are guilty, and as a result, these children have been the subject
of negative comments and general embarrassement in their neighborhoods and at
their school (CRLS).

As concerned parents and residents of Cambridge, we wish to voice our protest of
the newspaper listing, but more importantly, our protest of the conduct of the
Cambridge police in this and other incidences. | :

This case is far more involved than your Crime Beat listing would lead one to
believe. The police, in response to the Harvard Street incident, conducted a-
"sweep" of the area, picking up black youths in three separate round-ups.
Presumably the alledged victim picked out these boys as his attackers, but in
at least one case, the boy I spoke to said his head was down on the police car
and he could not have been identified except from behind. In addition, the
alledged victim was not in an emotional state that would have made such eye
witness identification accurate. '

The children were handcuffed, put in police cars, taken to the police station,
fingerprinted, mugged and put in cells. Most of them were read their rights,

but were not allowed phone calls. It was only because a youth, seeing one of

the round-ups, called a parent of one of the boys, and she in turn called other
parents, that any of the parents arrived at the police station. When they

did arrive, they were read a list of very serious charges against their sons and
then had to wait for fingerprinting and photogrphing to be completed before seeing
their children..... some parents waiting for well over an hour. They found the
children frightened, upset, and two of the youngest boys (12 and 13 years old)
close to hysteria.

Upon further questioning, the parents found that the boys had not been questioned
as to where they were going or where they had come from; there was not juvenile
officer there to aid them; they had all been treated as if they were guilty.

Saundra Graham, hearing of the incident arranged a meeting with Chief of Police
Anthony Paolillo and the parents on Friday, January 6, 1984. Present at this
meeting was DNet. Spencer Franklin who made a special report to the parents con-
cerning the Harvard Street incident. Det. Franklin stated that the victim had
given conflicting stories, and at the time of "fingering" the boys, was highly
emotional and "very angry." There was also a very good possibility that the



. investigate and revise the procedures and policies for

"élléged»victim would have had difficulty differentiating between black people.

. Also present at this meeting was a parent whose child had been involved in an

incident .on December 10, 1983, where a victim identified two black youths of
stealing her watch, but the police picked up four additional black youths, and
even though the victim clearly stated that the four additional youths were not
implicated in her attack, they booked these children anyway, and their case is
now pending.

Chief of Police Paolillo informed us that although the new recruits were receiving

sensitivity training to help them deal with the ethnic commmnities of Cambridge,

there were indeed several older officers who had not received the possible benefit of

such training and were of some concern to the Chief. He also quoted the statistic
that the majority of crimes committed in the Central Square area were committed
gi whites and not blacks. He did not deny, however, that if we were to examine

e arrest records that most of those arrested in that area would be black.

The parents then made a formal complaint to the Police Chief stating that teen-
age black childlren are constantly harrassed in Harvard and Central Squares.
Both the children of the parents present, and their friends at school have attested
to the fact that while simply walking in these areas, policement routinely stop
them and question them. The parents dem ded that this practice be stopped and
that their children feel free to walk the streets of their own communities.

Some of the suggestions made and accepted by the Chief of Police were:

(a) a Comnittee be formed of parents, community people, and police officials to
suveniles in Cambridge to

prevent our children from becoming victims.

(b) the City Council will be petitioned for funds to enlarge the juvenile unit,
and for youth workers.

The meeting ended with the parents deciding to meet on Sunday, January
8th to further clarify their demands, and to work on the formation of a committee.

EEEEE R



. lue&datjs-—

domss v BOH - 7008 547-94 373 Pec. (0 _

Joraisal T e o) J
: TO: Cambridge Chronicle  wdd ,nﬁqupkfngl

David Wiegand, Editor 0 'ﬁﬁ‘]L'
. Anthony Baldo, "Crime Beat" V(/‘? “r

FRGM: Doris Casella, spokesperson(fggi;;gzg;ﬁgawaambridge residents and parenﬁg)

ey

SN

R

Gentlemen:

On Thursday, January 5, 1984, your newspaper listed an incident that occurred

on January 1st at Harvard and Dana Streets involving a white male who accused .

a black youth of knocking him off his bike. When the white male chased the MW
boy, he then claims that several black youths appeared and beat him. Two of the

youths who were arrested at just turned 17, and as such were treated as adults, ;zz:j% .

with their names and addresses appearing in your newspaper as suspects in this
incident. ' '

Unfortunately, for many people reading this article, the implication to them is
that the boys are guilty, and as a result, these children have been the subject
of negative comments and general embarrassement in their neighborhoods and at
their school (CRLS).

As concerned parents and residents of Cambridge, we wish to voice our'protest of
the newspaper listing, but more importantly, our protest of the conduct of the
Cambridge police in this and other incidences. ,

This case is far more involved than your Crime Beat listing would lead one to
believe. The police, in response to the Harvard Street incident, conducted a
“sweep" of the area, picking up black youths in three separate round-ups.
Presumably the alledged victim picked out these boys as his attackers, but in
at least one case, the boy I spoke to said his head was down on the police car
and he could not have been identified except from behind. In addition, the
alledged victim was not in an emotional state that would have made such eye
witness identification accurate.

The children were handcuffed, put in police cars, taken to the police station,
fingerprinted, mugged and put in cells. Most of them were read their rights,

but were not allowed phone calls. It was only because a youth, seeing one of

the round-ups, called a parent of one of the boys, and she in turn called other
parents, that any of the parents arrived at the police station. When they

did arrive, they were read a list of very serious charges against their sons and
then had to wait for fingerprinting and photogrphing to be completed before seeing
their children..... some parents waiting for well over an hour. They found the
children frightened, upset, and two of the youngest boys (12 and 13 years old)
close to hysteria. '

Upon further questioning, the parents found that the bdys had not been questioned
as to where they were going or where they had come from; there was not juvenile
officer there to aid them; they had all been treated as if they were guilty.

Saundra Graham, hearing of the incident arranged a meeting with Chief of Police
Anthony Paolillo and the parents on Friday, January 6, 1984. Present at this
meeting was Det. Spencer Franklin who made a special report to the parents con-
cerning the Harvard Street incident. Det. Franklin stated that the victim had
given conflicting stories, and at the time of "fingering" the boys, was highly
emotional and "very angry." There was also a very good possibility that the
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,'élléged.victim would have had difficulty differentiating between black people.

. Also present at this meeting was a parent whose child had been involved in an
incident on December 10, 1983, where a victim identified two black youths of
stealing her watch, but the police picked up four additional black youths, and
even though the victim clearly stated that the four additional youths were not
implicated in her attack, they booked these children anyway, and their case is
now pending. : _

Chief of Police Paolillo informed us that although the new recruits were receiving
sensitivity training to help them deal with the ethnic communities of Cambridge,
there were indeed several older officers who had not received the possible benefit of
such training and were of some concern to the Chief. He also quoted the statistic
that the majority of crimes committed in the Central Square area were committed

by whites and not blacks. He did not deny, however, that if we were to examine

the arrest records that most of those arrested in that area would be black.

The parents then made a formal complaint to the Police Chief stating that tcen-

age black childlren are constantly harrassed in Marvard and Central Squares.

Both the children of the parents present, and their friends at school have attested
to the fact that while simply walking in these areas, policement routinely stop
them and question them. The parents demanded that this practice be stopped and
that their children feel free to walk the streets of their own communities.

Some of the suggestions made and accepted by the Chief of Police were:

(a) a Comnittee be formed of parents, comunity people, and police officials to
. investigate and revise the procedures and policies for juveniles in Cambridge to
prevent our children from becoming victims.

(b) the City Council will be petitioned for funds to enlarge the juvenile unit,
and for youth workers.

The meeting‘ended with the parents deciding to meet on Sunday, January
8th to further clarify their demands, and to work on the formation of a committee.
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On Thursday, January 5, 1984, your newspaper listed an incident that occurred

on January 1st at Harvard and Dana Streets involving a white male who accused %fi:zf

a black youth of knocking him off his bike. When the white male chased the abuuﬁb/
boy, he then claims that several black youths appeared and beat him. Two of the

youths who were arrested at just turned 17, and as such were treated as adults, ;zz::& ‘

.with their names and addresses appearing in your newspaper as suspects in this .
incident.

' Gentlemen:

Unfortunately, for many people reading this article, the implication to them is
that the boys are guilty, and as a result, these children have been the subject

of negative comments and general embarrassement in their neighborhoods and at
their school (CRLS).

As concerned parents and residents of Cambridge, we wish to voice our protest of
the newspaper listing, but more importantly, our protest of the conduct of the
Cambridge police in this and other incidences.

This case is far more involved than your Crime Beat listing would lead one to
believe. The police, in response to the Harvard Street incident, conducted a
"'sweep" of the area, picking up black youths in three separate round-ups.
Presumably the alledged victim picked out these boys as his attackers, but in
at least one case, the boy I spoke to said his head was down on the police car
and he could not have been identified except from behind. In addition, the
alledged victim was not in an emotional state that would have made such eye
witness identification accurate.

- The children were handcuffed, put in police cars, taken to the police station,
fingerprinted, mugged and put in cells. Most of them were read their rights,

but were not allowed phone calls. It was only because a youth, seeing one of

the round-ups, called a parent of one of the boys, and she in turn called other
parents, that any of the parents arrived at the police station. When they

did arrive, they were read a list of very serious charges against their sons and
then had to wait for fingerprinting and photogrphing to be completed before seeing
their children..... some parents waiting for well over an hour. They found the
children frightened, upset, and two of the youngest boys (12 and 13 years old)
-Close to hysteria.

Upon further questioning, the parents found that the boys had not been questioned
as to where they were going or where they had come from; there was not juvenile
‘officer there to aid them; they had all been treated as if they were guilty.

Saundra Graham, hearing of the incident arranged a meeting with Chief of Police
Anthony Paolillo and the parents on Friday, January 6, 1984. Present at this
meeting was Det. Spencer Franklin who made a special report to the parents con-
cerning the Harvard Street incident. Det. Franklin stated that the victim had
given conflicting stories, and at the time of "fingering'" the boys, was highly
emotional and '"very angry." There was also a very good possibility that the
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'éllégedAvictim would have had difficulty differentiating between black people.

. Also present at this meeting was a parent whose child had been involved in an
incident .on December 10, 1983, where a victim identified two black youths of
stealing her watch, but the police picked up four additional black youths, and
even though the victim clearly stated that the four additional youths were not
implicated in her attack, they booked these children anyway, and their case is
now pending.

Chief of Police Paolillo informed us that although the new recruits were receiving
sensitivity training to help them deal with the ethnic communities of Cambridge,
there were indeed several older officers who had not received the possible benefit of
such training and were of some concern to the Chief. He also quoted the statistic
that the majority of crimes committed in the Central Square area were committed

h{ whites and not blacks. He did not deny, however, that if we were to examine

the arrest records that most of those arrested in that area would be black.

The parents then made a formal complaint to the Police Chief stating that teen-

age black childlren are constantly harrassed in Harvard and Central Squares.

Both the children of the parents present, and their friends at school have attested
to the fact that while simply walking in these areas, policement routinely stop
them and question them. The parents demanded that this practice be stopped and
that their children feel free to walk the streets of their own commumnities.

Some of the suggestions made and accepted by the Chief of Police were:

(a) a Committee be formed of parents, community people, and police officials to
. investigate and revise the procedures and policies for juveniles in Cambridge to
prevent our children from becoming victims, o

(b) the City Council will be petitioned for funds to enlarge the juvenile unit,
and for youth workers.

The meeting ended with the parents deciding to meet on Sunday, January
8th to further clarify their demands, and to work on the formation of a committee.

#it i



. a '1065ckq:’§‘“” B R T TR
Joma 3[0“"'7008 5 -9 33 _ t&)ec,(o .
4 *%43- 13306 17-94 (W;Z&b (ejwﬂﬁ) .
c_j?&? TO: Cambridge Chronicle wiad ‘><?/ | '"’akobgiizjz

-David Wiegand, Editor ) .
. Anthony Baldo, 'Crime Beat'" v(/’? H%79

FROM: Doris Casella, spokesperson(gggi;;ﬁgg;ﬁgawéémbridge residents and paren§§7

—

RE:  Entry in "Crine Beat! of January 5, 1934 L Wm N 9 “dy .
’ , /%£4§¢2// s t7 .

Gentlemen:

- On Thursday, January 5, 1984, your newspaper listed an incident that occurred
on January 1st at Harvard and Dana Streets involving a white male who accused t%ﬁﬁl;
a black youth of knocking him off his bike. When the white male chased the 5 /]
boy, he then claims that several black youths appeared and beat him. Two of the
youths who were arrested at just turned 17, and as such were treated as adults, #ﬁ‘ﬂz ‘

with their names and addresses appearing in your newspaper as suspects in this
incident. ' .

Unfortunately, for many people reading this article, the implication to them is
that the boys are guilty, and as a result, these children have been the subject
of negative comments and general embarrassement in their neighborhoods and at
their school (CRLS). ‘

As concerned parents and residents of Cambridge, we wish to voice our protest of
the newspaper listing, but more importantly, our protest of the conduct of the
Cambridge police in this and other incidences.

This case is far more involved than your Crime Beat listing would lead one to
‘believe. The police, in response to the Harvard Street incident, conducted a
"sweep" of the area, picking up black youths in three separate round-ups.
Presumably the alledged victim picked out these boys as his attackers, but in
at least one case, the boy I spoke to said his head was down on the police car
and he could not have been identified except from behind. In addition, the
alledged victim was not in an emotional state that would have made such eye
witness identification accurate.

The children were handcuffed, put in police cars, taken to the police station,
fingerprinted, mugged and put in cells. Most of them were read their rights,

but were not allowed phone calls. It was only because a youth, seeing one of

the round-ups, called a parent of one of the boys, and she in turn called other
parents, that any of the parents arrived at the police station. When they

did arrive, they were read a list of very serious charges against their sons and
then had to wait for fingerprinting and photogrphing to be completed before seeing
their children..... some parents waiting for well over an hour. They found the
children frightened, upset, and two of the youngest boys (12 and 13 years old)
close to hysteria.

Upon further questioning, the parents found that the boys had not been questioned
as to where they were going or where they had come from; there was not juvenile
officer there to aid them; they had all been treated as if they were guilty.

Saundra Graham, hearing of the incident arranged a meeting with Chief of Police
Anthony Paolillo and the parents on Friday, January 6, 1984. Present at this
meeting was Det. Spencer Franklin who made a special report to the parents con-
cerning the Harvard Street incident. Det. Franklin stated that the victim had
given conflicting stories, and at the time of "fingering" the boys, was highly
emotional and "very angry." There was also a very good possibility that the



‘élléged;victim would have had difficulty differentiating between black people.

. Also present at this meeting was a parent whose child had been involved in an
incident on December 10, 1983, where a victim identified two black youths of
stealing her watch, but the police picked up four additional black youths, and
even though the victim clearly stated that the four additional youths were not
implicated in her attack, they booked these children anyway, and their case is
now pending. o ,

Chief of Police Paolillo informed us that although the new recruits were receiving
sensitivity training to help them deal with the ethnic communities of Cambridge,
there were indeed several older officers who had not received the possible benefit o
such training and were of some concern to the Chief. He also quoted the statistic
that the majority of crimes committed in the Central Square area were committed
%{ whites and not blacks. He did not deny, however, that if we were to examine

e arrest records that most of those arrested in that area would be black.

The parents then made a formal complaint to the Police Chief stating that teen-

age black childlren are constantly harrassed in Harvard and Central Squares.

Both the children of the parents present, and their friends at school have attested
to the fact that while simply walking in these areas, policement routinely stop
them and question them. The parents demanded that this practice be stopped and
that their children feel free to walk the streets of their own commmities.

Some of the suggestions made and accepted by the Chief of Police were:

(a) a Committee be formed of parents, community people, and police officials to
. investigate and revise the procedures and policies for juveniles in Cambridge to
prevent our children from becoming victims. o

(b) the City Council will be petitioned for funds to enlarge the juvenile unit,
and for youth workers. :

The meeting ended with the parents deciding to meet on Sunday, January
8th to further clarify their demands, and to work on the formation of a committee.
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On Thursday, January 5, 1984, your newspaper listed an incident that occurred

on January 1st at Harvard and Dana Streets involving a white male who accused éjﬁilf

a black youth of knocking him off his bike. When the white male chased the M
boy, he then claims that several black youths appeared and beat him. Two of the

youths who were arrested at just turned 17, and as such were treated as adults,ng:;& ‘

with their names and addresses appearing in your newspaper as suspects in this
incident. '

Gentlemen:

Unfortunately, for many people reading this article, the implication to them is
that the boys are guilty, and as a result, these children have been the subject
of negative comments and general embarrassement in their neighborhoods and at

' their school (CRLS). ' '

As concerned parents and residents of Cambridge, we wish to voice our protest of

the newspaper listing, but more importantly, our protest of the conduct of the
Cambridge police in this and other incidences. ,

This case is far more involved than your Crime Beat listing would lead one to
believe. The police, in response to the Harvard Street incident, conducted a
"'sweep' of the area, picking up black youths in three separate round-ups,
Presumably the alledged victim picked out these boys as his attackers, but in
at least one case, the boy I spoke to said his head was down on the police car
‘and he could not have been identified except from behind. In addition, the
alledged victim was not in an emotional state that would have made such eye
witness identification accurate.

The children were handcuffed, put in police cars, taken to the police station,
fingerprinted, mugged and put in cells. Most of them were read their rights,

but were not allowed phone calls. It was only because a youth, seeing one of

the round-ups, called a parent of one of the boys, and she in turn called other
parents, that any of the parents arrived at the police station. When they

did arrive, they were read a list of very serious charges against their sons and
then had to wait for fingerprinting and photogrphing to be completed before seeing

their children..... some parents waiting for well over an hour. They found the

children frightened, upset, and two of the youngest boys (12 and 13 years old)
close to hysteria.

Upoh further questioning, the parents found that the boys had not been questioned
as to where they were going or where they had come from; there was not juvenile
officer there to aid them; they had all been treated as if they were guilty.

Saundra Graham, hearing of the incident arranged a meeting with Chief of Police
Anthony Paolillo and the parents on Friday, January 6, 1984. Present at this
meeting was Det. Spencer Franklin who made a special report to the parents con-
cerning the Harvard Street incident. Det. Franklin stated that the victim had
given conflicting stories, and at the time of "fingering" the boys, was highly
emotional and 'very angry." There was also a very good possibility that the
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, élléged‘victim would have had difficulty differentiating between black people.

. Also present at this meeting was a parent whose child had been involved in an
incident on December 10, 1983, where a victim identified two black youths of
stealing her watch, but the police picked up four additional black youths, and
even though the victim clearly stated that the four additional youths were not
implicated in her attack, they booked these children anyway, and their case is
now pending.

Chief of Police Paolillo informed us that although the new recruits were receiving
sensitivity training to help them deal with the ethnic communities of Cambridge,
there were indeed several older officers who had not received the possible benefit of
such training and were of some concern to the Chief. He also quoted the statistic
that the majority of crimes committed in the Central Square area were committed

b{ whites and not blacks. He did not deny, however, that if we were to examine

the arrest records that most of those arrested in that area would be black.

The parents then made a formal complaint to the Police Chief stating that teen-

age black childlren are constantly harrassed in Harvard and Central Squares.

Both the children of the parents present, and their friends at school have attested
to the fact that while simply walking in these areas, policement routinely stop
them and question them. The parents demanded that this practice be stopped and
that their children feel free to walk the streets of their own communities.

Some of the suggestions made and accepted by the Chief of Police were:

(a) a Comnittee be formed of parents, community people, and police officials to
. investigate and revise the procedures and policies for juveniles in Cambridge to
prevent our children from becoming victims. '

(b) the City Council will be petitioned for funds to enlarge the juvenile unit,
and for youth workers.

The meeting ended with the parents deciding to meet on Sunday, January
8th to further clarify their demands, and to work on the formation of a committee.

HUHHHHH
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On Thursday, January 5, 1984, your newspaper listed an incident that occurred

on January 1st at Harvard and Dana Streets involving a white male who accused éjiilf
a black youth of knocking him off his bike. When the white male chased the 4 /
boy, he then claims that several black youths appeared and beat him. Two of the

youths who were arrested at just turned 17, and as such were treated as adults, w¥
with their names and addresses appearing in your newspaper as suspects in this 4¢&u%é“'

Gentlemen:

incident.

Unforfunately, for many people reading this article, the implication to them is
that the boys are guilty, and as a result, these children have been the subject

of negative comments and general embarrassement in their neighborhoods and at
their school (CRLS).

As concerned parents and residents of Cambridge, we wish to voice our protest'of

the newspaper listing, but more importantly, our protest of the conduct of the
Cambridge police in this and other incidences. |

This case is far more involved than your Crime Beat listing would lead one to
believe. The police, in response to the Harvard Street incident, conducted a
"sweep" of the area, picking up black youths in three separate round-ups.

- Presumably the alledged victim picked out these boys as his attackers, but in
at least one case, the boy I spoke to said his head was down on the police car
and he could not have been identified except from behind. In addition; the
alledged victim was not in an emotional state that would have made such eye
witness identification accurate.

The children were handcuffed, put in police cars, taken to the police station,
fingerprinted, mugged and put in cells. Most of them were read their rights,
but were not allowed phone calls. It was only because a youth, seeing one of
the round-ups, called a parent of one of the boys, and she in turn called other
parents, that any of the parents arrived at the police station. When they
did arrive, they were read a list of very serious charges against their sons and
then had to wait for fingerprinting and photogrphing to be completed before seeing
their children..... some parents waiting for well over an hour. They found the

- children frightened, upset, and two of the youngest boys (12 and 13 years old)
close to hysteria. o

Upon further questioning, the parents found that the boys had not been questioned
as to where they were going or where they had come from; there was not juvenile
officer there to aid them; they had all been treated as if they were guilty.

* Saundra Graham, hearing of the incident arranged a meeting with Chief of Police
Anthony Paolillo and the parents on Friday, January 6, 1984. Present at this
meeting was Det. Spencer Franklin who made a special report to the parents con-
cerning the Harvard Street incident. Det. Franklin stated that the victim had
given conflicting stories, and at the time of "fingering" the boys, was highly
emotional and "very angry." There was also a very good possibility that the



o élléged.victim would have had difficulty differentiating between black people.

. Also present at this meeting was a parent whose child had been involved in an
incident on December 10, 1983, where a victim identified two black youths of
stealing her watch, but the police picked up four additional black youths, and
‘even though the victim clearly stated ‘that the four additional youths were not
implicated in her attack, they booked these children anyway, and their case is
now pending. ‘ :

Chief of Police Paolillo informed us that although the new recruits were receiving
sensitivity training to help them deal with the ethnic communities of Cambridge,
there were indeed several older officers who had not received the possible benefit of
such training and were of some concern to the Chief. He also quoted the statistic
that the majority of crimes committed in the Central Square area were committed
E{ whites and not blacks. He did not deny, however, that if we were to examine

e arrest records that most of those arrested in that area would be black.

The parents then made a formal complaint to the Police Chief stating that teen-

age black childlren are constantly harrassed in Harvard and Central Squares.

Both the children of the parents present, and their friends at school have attested
to the fact that while simply walking in these areas, policement routinely stop
them and question them. The parents demanded that this practice be stopped and
that their children feel free to walk the streets of their own communities.

Some of the suggestions made and accepted by the Chief of Police were:

(a) a Committee be formed of parents, community people, and police officials to
. investigate and revise the procedures and policies for juveniles in Cambridge to
prevent our children from becoming victims. )

(b) the City Council will be petitioned for funds to enlarge the juvenile unit,
and for youth workers.

The meeting ended with the parents deciding to meet on Sunday, January
8th to further clarify their demands, and to work on the formation of a committee.
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Comm. from Doris Casella Re: an incident
. which occurred on January 1, 1884 at Harvard
and Dana Streets involving a white male
who accused a black youth of knocking him

off of his bicycle & arrests subsequent to
this incident.
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In City Council,

January 9, 1984
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