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THE FIR8T BAPTIST CHURCH

Central square
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts El4-3062

Rev. Lynn Carlton &uith, D,D, ,Pastor April 30, 1956

To the City Council
City, of Caribridge, Mass,

The M,T,A, maintains a transfer 3taticjn the entire
length of the River Street property of our Church extending
from Green Street to Franklin., This is not 3imply a transit
stop, but an excharjge point where large numbers of people cow
gregate waiting for their bus8e8i The fact that they do
wait there provides abbundant opportun£ty to-trespass on the '

property of The First Baj'Ust Church, not only upon the ground
which could be lawn but standing within the doomaµ and even
within the Church proper,

I'k feel that thi3 is an intrusion upon our private
property and that the M,T,A, has a moral obligation if not a
legal one to make provbion to pespect the property which is
at it;3 hmediate torminals, Believing that the City Council
has some prerogatives in these matters w3 request they partb
tion the !4,T.A. to either change its location for tramfer of
pa,s3enger3 or erect a fence which will keep its passengeN
fmm the proµrty of The First Baptist Church, Should they
consider this a preccdent it inay be pointed out that a preeem
dent may be both good and bad; and3 to properly comider those
who are affected by the aforementioned area, it would 8ccin that
they should make provisions to respect The First Baptist Church
and its grounds by tangibk wceu18 of asgistijrlg their patmm
to remain off private property,

Lynn C. Smith
_

For ths General Board of The First Baptist ChurcH
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.



dIIje Ai'd µaptist QIIµrdj
Qlmtral SquarE

Qlambribge 39, QHassadµsetts

Rev. Lynn Carlton Smith, D.D., Pastor 'aL(-30L2, April 30, 1956

. f

To The City Council
City of Cambridge, ?1,'!a8s.

The E[,T.A, maintains a tramfer station the entirelength of the River Street property of our Church extending
from Green Street to Franklin, This is not simply a transitstop, but an exchange point where large nuinbers of people con-

"

gregate waiting for their busses, The fact that they do
wait there provides abbundant opportunity to trespass on the
prope"rty of The First Baptist Church, not only upon the ground
which could be lawn but standing within the doorways and even
within the Church proper.

!,'Ie feel that this is an intruMon upon our privateproperty and that the Y.T,A, has a moral obligation if not alegal one to make provision to re8pect the property which isat its irumediate terminals, Believing that the City Council ', J·has some pTerogatives in thege matter8 we request they parti~ egi;,
tion the M,T.A. tO either change its location for t:ransf er of
passengers or erect a fence which will keep it8 passengemfrom the property of The First Baptist Church. Should they
consider thi8 a precedent it may be pointed out that a prece-dent may be both gQod and bad;and,to properly comi der thosewho are affected by the aforementioned area, it would seem thatthey should ln&ke provisions to re8pect The First Baptist Church
and its grounds by tangible means of assWting their patrons
to remain off private property.

CO,s:uynn C. Smith

For the General Board of The First Baptist Church
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Citj/ of Cambridge

In City Council kay 7, 19%9
., .. .. .

The Committee on Public Service

to which was referred commnieation relative to bus stop, Baptist Church, Central Squareo

Reports,

.
Recomendim that the ldetropolitan Trarsit make

a survey and report back to the City Council, their findingG.

µ—i^
For the Comittee,
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