) flres in: the C1ty of
’ , o )mNatlonal Fire: Protect1on Associ Ltion
vstatlstics;'th wCamb 1dge Fire Department ranks /at the top 1n responses per 1000c

r;,cepita 1n C1t1es of over. 50 000 populatlon.f‘

R ‘hav great number of multlple alarms thlS year‘(l974)lf

'Ifit is,the same as this perlod last year (1973), It is a busier period than ‘the =

'same’ period in’ 1972 but- the same per iod in ‘1971 %howed the greatest number of
,multlple alarms. ‘ £l

ncre 81ng by apprOX1mately 757 in’ most reoent

years for at least the last 10 yeats N one'51ngle ‘pattern of f1res seems to -
,fpredomlnate a “"*' some ‘g ,”, 501 fprompted by: financial reasons as well as”
" reason§ of - revenge.‘; ‘a patte: theft,. followed by severe: vandal1sm
-and: finished off by arson. Some;are the,re vlt of - .pyromaniacs-and others by -
{m1sch1ev1ousness. . In the Eas) ambrldge area some serious f1res and. other attemptedva
. fires have been as’a’‘résult ‘of youths with' evidently a large assortment of ra1lroad L
f»flares ava11ab1e,‘ Many are; the'result of carelessness, defect1ve W1r1ng and an
4vassortment‘of other causes. i :

I It does not ‘come as' any. great,surprl,kr‘w_
T belleve that thlS rate W111 progressr '

i “Cambrldge has not be _ ! hat ty
{cthe City and the ‘Fire Department has n “inputin f”“ egard: ! Fot example, a buS1ness‘“
';moved 1nto a bu11d1ng at Mass.f ], r Prev1ously they attempted to
. ‘ .there: because of a" background
: » gefa short tlme a serlous fire of susp1c1ous origin
Toccurred on January 30, l974 ‘wh chﬁresulted in the loss of the bulldlng and now -
-;the loss of: taxable property ‘there Ll

55.0f taxable property:. Even: after'”:
to! 1ocate themlln Cambrldge B




“.cont'd

&

g Manyifiiesfthétfmight;be?h¢1d§toiﬁiﬁ6t,ddﬁagé,ﬁéﬁiéad'rapidiy becdusépbf’building' .
i.rgn9vations;thatidoHQOtJtake into: consideration the means to restrict fires, This
" .occurs infall‘typésfdf‘struttureSQinﬁwhich“theﬁfi?e department has no jurisdiction, . .
7’This*iS‘particulérly'trué in blocks of " '

‘ s;qreq;ycg@qonly,calledf"Taypayers". Céilingsffjn
' ‘Fire resitive partitions between the stores - -
mmon cellar without =
ly in a few minutes, thus’

", are lowered, sometimes several’ tifie il
. 18 often lacking as are fire'stops;,,A@co¢mbn'cdckloft,ior>a co
" adequate fire resitive protection allows a fire to spread rapid
- engilfing the entire property br'the,fire spreads'into the area of multiple ceilings -
where i®& almost impossible to“reach,ijhiéftYPe’ofjconstruction'and_this'type of
buillding renovation. should not be allowed, but it is. Ui R s

i s .
A T

, ,_;;,]‘CambridgejhaS-aIso ecome a microcosm so’ that the old family type of a
)‘commﬁnity'iSafadinggj;PeopIi»6fja11£f§pé ‘and temperments are moving in, - Communal

, 'living;is-commonplace;jyWithﬁit“'fhetcdndleihaSﬁregained’its prominence,With an
“‘f4incr¢aééfin,fires;as a result, R L T T S

o

BRI A EHigh;rngj_g@idithﬁhé& re (a_ih ar iﬁgﬁééééfnﬁmbéfjpf:f;fé?éélls{;,In '
.. the futuje,we7can'expéét%setioqsyfxreq,ﬁitﬁ*@fﬁéﬁéﬁfi&l~1argeiloss of 1life in these
- high rise buildings}that:are"gdnstrucfédpwithbuﬁgsprinklér protection, iy, :

SR 15Iffis‘shocking;Eo~think?th§t7hbspitalé‘hé?eZBeéh const

years in this5cityfwith{inAdequa;élfirefprotectiOn.l~Where‘codes‘have-édméfiﬁés”f :
called for properiprOteCtioﬁ;{vériéncésfhaVeibéen»allbWed to circumvent them, In -
othe:}areaéiwhereﬁinterpretatioﬂfof}ﬁhéicddefwouldfpfovide'prqper protection, the = - .

code has been interpreted otherwise, n”sﬁitefof_mygvigorOUS,pfotests;f; ' ;

ructed in recent . . .

7 As.T have Said'many{timesjbefol,*thisylnc_7of_bui1t-in fire protection in i
‘ ﬂhigh‘rise'buiIdings notfonly'is;a?ééfibﬁéfthreétftoflife, but will eventually require . -
/. . thé City to provide more'manpoﬁér;féquiﬁment,;f?}e'StatiOns, fire apparatus, etc,, at .
- an added expense to the tax payer. . BRSSO e e T e D e e

i fff,Thelsﬁm'fbtafﬁiéfthéfﬁEHeCity Qf CaﬁBfidgé'is-ektremely'VulVérablé:to’v e
serious fires and authorities;ﬂithin;the;City seem_ bent on making it more vulnerable, .

. 3Itfi§‘h0wéVef;-my'opinion, thatfarson is on the increase not only in Cambridge.
- but also at least in the greater Boston ‘and North Shore area. I would recommend an.
- Arson Squad composed of policemen and fire fighters but-under -t -
:,":' the fire départment,‘.:;' G : S e R T

for this is ‘that the tfice of thFi?éfMafEhdi d6es

: E o il : el : n¢t,dppearﬂ,
to have the necessary manpower to adequatelyléoverftheLCQmmOQVealth; e e

7”‘f5gffAs*féfiés;£Hé‘result’6f4fﬁe‘Maf$hgiSfin@éatigafion'iﬁtd-the fire at Gorham
'jgand-Museum.Streets, it is a policy of 't e Marshal not to forward the result of such:

r»?l'fires to]théfFire;Chiefs.ﬂ;waevep;ﬂIfam' equesting such a report from his office and -
v will keep you infbrmed_bf;thewresult SRR S i el T e e R

"“ .Vér¥}trﬁ1y y6ufs,: | -

I e
fjWilliam Jy Creminsff.7_»__ iy
-~ Chief of Eire’Department"5f &

I~




‘Mr. James L. ‘Su111van
C1ty Manager

FTOHI i Chief W1lliame- Cremlns,
: F1re Department -

. . : h; after m1dnight on}
"Indendiary byhperson or- persons unknown. Case open"

_ I other fires was underway oqLScott Street very close by,i R

at 3.54 AM. and was a’ worklng‘flre “Just 6 minutes later at 4:00 A, M., Box 614,"

g Gorham and Hammond Stree came in, It:was a very . W1ndy n1ght and all f1re bu11d1ngs
: > ] n - the: ar f the first fire apparatus.. This *
'nelghborhood is: very‘congested;and the:fact the ”under some adverse condltlonS"

‘the fire was. donfined to ‘and“not allowed‘t sfread out of those 5 bu11d1ngs is

- cred1t to. the Cambrldge F1re Department :

_:Also referrlng to’my;May nd report, T would report that the presence of .
‘so ‘many old -and  vacant: bu11d1ngs left. stand1ng for long per1ods has been another
freason for the increased f1re ‘ratey




CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139
Tel. 876-6800

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

JAMES L. SULLIVAN '
City Manager ' May 6, 1974

To the Honorable, the City Council:

I transmit herewith a communication from William J. Cremins,
Chief of the Cambridge Fire Department, relative to Council Order #18,
dated April 8, 1974, re: Outbreak of Multiple Alarm Fires.,

Very truly yours,

Emes L.%ﬁ;,‘/{‘

City Manager

JLS/f



Communication from Chief Cremins
re: Order No. 18 - Multiple Alarm

Fires

% S .





