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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

To  Mr. James L. Sullivan, City Manager Date  -vil 19, 1977
% ¢t ' ' ‘ .

From Mr. GeBrge Teso, Traffic Director- : - Reference

Subject Commercial Parking Freeze (EPA Regulations) for the City of-Cambr%dge

As you know there is a freezg in effect in thé City of Cambridge
on‘all commercial parking’spaces as required‘bf the Environmental Pro—
tection Agency's,Cleén Air Act of 1970, One of the requirements of this
Act is that the City of Cambridge sét up a sysﬁem to control and monitor

~this freeze along With'making'the necessary reports to the Governor's
Regional Administrator.

- After discussing this freeze with the Law Department, it was decided
that a City Ordinance establishing.a @om@ercialﬁPérkiné frogréﬁiwhich WOuld.
include a Commercial Pérking'Control Committee would Ee thé best: way to meet
the requirements of tpe EPA;

I‘have enclosed severa% copies of the prqposed Ordinance as:drafted by
the Law Depgrtment*fdr your viewing and wguld"be happy to méet»wit? you and
discuss_this.mattgf at:youf cénvéniehce; Ifiyoukagree With‘this proposal, we
cén,theﬁisubmitit_to’the City Council fdr‘ﬁhéir approval.

Enc.
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In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Seventy~Seven

AN ORDINANCE

In amendment to an ordinance foimerly cntitled "The Genera! Ordinance
of the City of Cambridge" as revised in 1972 and now designated as
"The Code of the City of Cambridg:". :

Pe it oro’uinéd l'yy tha City Council of the City of Cambridje as follows:

Chapler 18 entitleds "Vehicles and Traffic" is
hereby amended by adding al the end therof the following
new sections:

: Article 2, ;
Commercial Parking Program

Section 18-4, Definitions..

Unless the context of this ordinance specifically
indicates otherwise, the meaning of terms used in this ordinance
shall be as follows: 1

"Cormrer ¢yl Parking Facility" (CPF) shall be defined
to include any lot, garage, bunfgtnq or sfrugiurc, or combination
or portion 1hcr001, on or in which motor vehicles are temporarily
parked for a fee, excluding (1) =2 parking facility, the use of
whlch Is Iimited exclusively to residents (and guests of

sidents) of a residential buliding or group of buildings under
common control, (?) purking on public streeis, and (%) commercial

' parking fanilitiox dosigna'ed as sark—andurlde facilities to be

- operated in conjunction with the Massachusetis Bay Transportation
Authority, 'All puarking spaces available for use by the genersl
public for a fee at any time of *he day which are not so ex-
cluded shall be included in this definition.



"Freeze" shall be defined as the maximuin al lowable
number of commercial parking spaces available within the City
as established by the United States Environmental Protection
Agency and promulgated in 40 CFR 25162, section 52.1135 (a) (6),
and all amendments thereto,

"Freeze Area'" sha'! be defined as that area of land
within which the ireeze prOVT”iOW° sha!l apply, to and includ--
ing the City of Cambridge, es establ!ished by ithe United Stales
Environmental Pxo!ecflon Agency and cfi forthh Ttn 40 CER:25161,
section 52,1128 (b) (4),

"pPerson' shall be defined in the same manncr as said
term is defined by section 1-6 of the City Code, and shall,
moreover, include for the purposc of ihis ordinance all stale,
regional and political subdivisions, agencies, departments,
authorities and boards, ‘ :

"The Regulations'" shall be dofined as those rules
and regulations promulgated by the United States Environmental
Protection Agency and published in 40 CFR, seclions 52,1128 -
52,1135, including all amzndments thereto,

Secticon 18--5,  Commercisl Parkinag Control Commnit!oar
Establishment,

There bé and’ hereby is estzblished a Commercial
Pariing Contirol Commitiee fo be compased of five (5) meamnbers,

consisting of the Director of Traffic and Parking, the
Assistant City Manag - for C "ﬁMﬂify Development, and the
three (3) member fraific bozrd appoin®ed by the City Manager
pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 455 of the Acts of 1961,

Section 18-A, Duties 1] Parking Control Comnitieo,

a) "The Commﬂ"c‘;l Parking Control Commiltee shall
have the respon=ibilit by, ow Oan‘{ of the City of Caubridge,..

- to coordinate and adminis the issuznce of commercial parking
permits under authority TO’*e delegated to the City by the
Governor of Massachusetis pursuant fo the Regulations. In

carrying out this responsibi!ity the Committee shall porform,
or cause to be pezrformed, the following duties, among others:
(1) Maintain complete end accurate records which indicate the
current inventc ; of cormarcial parking facilities located
within the City of Cambrizge construcied subsequent fo October
15, 1973, the current numtor, location-and date of commarcial
perking spaces and legal cn-sireet p"‘lng spaces physically
eliminated or prohibited to commuters subsequent to the
effective date of the freeze, and the current numbeir and
location of commercial parking spaces which remain available
for alliocation pursuant to these procedures and criteria;



{2) In accordance with the procedure set out below, procezs all
applicalions for commercial parking peruile; (3) Prepare lhe
annual report to the Regional Adminisiraior required by fhe
Regulations; and (4) Make any procedurc! chonyes thal are from
time to time deemod necessary by the Committee to facilifate
application and pirocessing methods involved in the allocation
process, provided said changes are within the Regulation guidc-
lines.

b) in Cdrrytng out these dufies the Committec shall
consult with and seek the assistance of other appropriate
departments and agencies of the city, state and federal govern-
menis, such as the Department of Comunity Development, the
Licensing Board, the Building Departmant and the Deparinent of
Traffic and Parking.

Section_18-7. Commarcial Parking Normits.

a) No person shall be issued a Building permit as
required by the provisions of Chapier 5 of the Cambridge City
Code, for the conslruction or modification of a conmercial
parking facility within the City of Cambridge without {irst
obiraining a commercial parking permit from the Commercial

-Parking Control Committee pursuant o the procedures set forth
herein,

b) Any person who has commenced or completed con-
struction or modification of & commzrcial parking facility
subsequent to October 15, 1973 including but not limited to
the period Tn which the provisions of the regulations wore

suspended by the United States Environmental Proteciion
Agency (October 15, 1972 - June 12, 1975) shall obtain a
commercial parrking pcrmit pursuant fo the procedures set forth
herein,

c) Any modification of an ex
or lot which increas:s the number of avai
shall be subject to ihe requirements of t

sting parking facility
lable parking spuces
his ordinance.

Section 18-8, Allocation of Parkina Snaces

a) In determining the number of cormercial spaces
availaeble for allocation hereunder, both commercial parking
spaces, and legel on-street parking spzces which have been
physically eliminated and on-stireet pzrking spaces which have
been prohibited to commuter parking snail be included.
Physically eliminated commercial and tegal on-street parking
spaces may be replaced by an equivalent number of new spaces
On-street parking spaces prohibited to commuters may be re-
placed by a number of comn -cial spacts equa! to one-half
the number removed., The number of spaces shall be delermined
according to the following formula vhenever the spaces are
conspicuously delinealed:

Sef{npnrking Facility ~ 1 space/300 sq. ft.
Attendonl Parking Focility — 1 space/200 sq. ft.



b) Any possessory right to parking spaces that have
been eliminated pursuunt to the lerms of this ordinance shall
not be transferred to any other person but shall revert back
to the City for listing as parking spzce available for allocation,

c) Any modification or closing of a commarcial parking
facility which reduces the number of cormercial parking spaces
available at a specific site shall be reported to the Commercial
Parking Control Commiftee in writing, specifying the exact number
and location. of spaces eiiminated and the reasons for the elimin-
ation, All such spaces shal!l then be added to the listing of
spaces available for allocation within the freeze area pursuant
to these procedurces and criteria; provided, that a temporary
decrease for less than one year in the number of comimercial
parking spaces available at a lot or facility dces not have to
be reported, if affer the interim pericd the original number of
spaces is not exceeded and the enfrances and exits are not changed.

d) Any commercial parking permit for a temporary lot
which Is granted pursuant to these procedures and crifteria shall
expire at the end of one year from the date of issuance. At the

"expiration dafe, the spaces in the temporary lof shall auto~
matically revert back to the listing of spaces available for
allocation, Any holder of such a permit must reapply pursuent
fo these procedures and criteria for any extension of the permit.
All temporary lots are subject to future reallocation of their
spaces to a permanent parking lacility,

e) Any construction or modification of a comnercial
parking facility authorized pursuant to a permif issued under
these procedur~s and criteria shall be carried out in accord-
ance with the site plan and design submitted with th» application.’
The Commercial Parking Control Commiiiee shall approve any change
in said plin or design prior to the applicant undertaking such
construction or modificaiion,

f) The commercial parking cermit shall in no way
constitute approval of a2ny of the other requivcments of any
other agency in the City of Cambridge,

Section 18-0 Permii Ann!ication and Hearing Procoss,.

PR

a) The Cominercial Parking Conirol Committee shall
hold hearings for commsrcial parking permif appl!ications on the
fourth (4th) Viednesday of every month, provided that there is a
need and that there are at least 10 parking spaces available for
reallocation within the limits of the freeze at that time., An
advance notice of the date of the next hearing will be published
by the Commifttee in one local daily nzwspaper at least two (2)
weeks prior fto the said date.

b) Only applications received at least 30 days prior
to the next sc¢heduled hzaring will be considered at this date,
Applications received less than 30 days prior fo the next
hearing will be consideired at the following hearing.

5 o



The Committee will be responsible for publishing in at leasi onc
local daily newspaper a notice of the proposals and hearing.
The notice shall set forth a specific hearing date nol less than
two (2) weeks and not more than thirty days from the date of
publication, as well as the Fime and place of such hearing; said
notice shall indicate that o copy of ihe application(s) is avail-
able for public inspection al the Trz{{fic Deparlment, A nolice of
all applications to be heoard at the hoaring shall be sent at leust
weecks before the hearing to the Commissioner, Massachusetts
Deparitment of Environmental Quality Engineering.

c) If two (2) weeks prior to a monthly hearing there
are less than 10 parking spaces availzble for reallocation, that
monthly hearing will be cancelled, A!l applicants will be
notified imm:iiately.

d) Every application for e permit shall be submitted
on forms to be provided by the Commercial! Parking Control
Committee, and shall include the following information:

a) Name and address or ocwner,

b) Name aznd address of proposed parking facility,

c) Type of facility (parking lot or garage).

d) Type of consiruction (new or modification)
proposed,

e) Proposed number of new commercial parking
spaces to be built, or in the case of proposals
to modify an existing commercial parking
facility, the total present and proposcd
future numbers of commercial parking spaces,
or in the case of eny proposal which includes
construction on nor—~commercial parking spaces as
well as commercial par Klng spaces, the number
and description of both commercial and non-
commercial parking spaces to be constructed.

'C

f) A site plan showing the location and general
design of the preposzed facility,

e) Two copies of every application for a permit shall
be submitted, with the above information, fo the Commercial
Parking Control Committee, City Hall Annex, 57 Inman Strect,
Cambridge, Massachuseits 02139, A copy thereof shall be sent
tfo the Commicsioner, Massachusetts Denartment of Environmental
Quality Engineering, 100 Cambridge Sircet, Bosion, Massachuselts
02202,

f) Not less than 14 days before the hearing date, the
Commercial Parking Control Conmiff will send to each applicant
which has submitted a compleie and timely application an analysis
of the application in regard to the criteria set out in Section 18-10,
This analysis will highlighi any further information required in
order to make a full assessment of the application. Any applicant
vihich haz fited an incomplete or late applicaiion shall be so
notifie at: that time.



g) Within 14 days after the hearing, the Commercial
arking Control Commitice shall approve or disapprove the appli--
calion for a parking perinii based on ithe criteria selt forth in
Seciion 18-10 and full consideration of all the faclts conluined
in the application., The Comittee's cdetermination shall indicate
on the permit the conditions, if any, upon which-approval is
given, A copy of said determination shall be sent to the applicant
and the Commissioner, lMasszchuseits Department of Environmental
Quaiity Engincering,

h) A commercial parking permit application sha!l be

approved at the time the Chairman of ifhe Comniliee signs lhe
application. Whan the dacision is made to approve an application,
the application shall staie the name, address ond aulhorized
number of spaces of the facility and any conditions upon vhich

the permit is approved,

Seciion 18--10 Criteria for l!sauzsnce of Cowmeicial Porking

Permifs,

The Committee may approve an application for Commercial
Parking Permit only if all of the folioving criteria are met:

a) All requirements of the Regulations, and the pro-
cedures and criteria adopted theretc, have been met including,
without limitation, that =noush spaces are available for

allocation without exceeding ihe freaze level.

b) The proposed faciliiy will be consistent with the
following planning cbject

1) It will not add corimercial off-street parking
in an arca wvh ie 2!ready adequately served
by exisiing psz ecilities,
2) It will not contribuie significantly to traffic
flow during peak iraffic periods,
-3) |t is located and designed so that the surrounding
sidevialks and sfreeis are sufficient to accommadate
nd vehicular movenents,
2 ‘actory access to the major highways
serving the areca,

4)

5) It directly serves development in the surrounding
arca,

6) Its desi iing height, bulk, ground floor
ing where applicable is con-
; ~

chitectural and land use patterns
i



CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139
Tel. 876-6800

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

JAMES L. SULLIVAN » October 24, 1977
City Manager )

To the Honorable, the City Council:

I transmit herewith self-explanatory communication
from George Teso, Traffic Director, relative to the
Commercial Parking Freeze (EPA Regulations) for the
City of Cambridge, with a proposed City Ordinance

establishing a Commercial Parking Program. -

.

Very truly yours,

JLS/b

K
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