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COUNCILLOR TOOMEY
COUNCILLOR BORN
COUNCILLOR DUEHAY
COUNCILLOR GALLUCCIO
COUNCILLOR MYERS

VICE MAYOR RUSSELL
COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN
COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

It has come to the attention of this City Council that Cambridge attorney Michael
S. Baum has been named the recipient of the Achievement Award for 1995 by
the National Notary Association; and

Michael, as chairman of the American Bar Association’s Critical Electronic Data
Interchange (EDI) and Information Technology Division, heads an Information
Security Committee that is now forging rules and guidelines for notarization of
"electronic documents"; and

Michael has been cited for his pioneering efforts to produce standards that will
shape law and commerce in the next century, for his remarkable leadership in
getting diverse factions to work hand in hand and for opening up new vistas of
oppportunity and challenge for the Office of Notary Public; and

Michael operates a Cambridge based consulting firm specializing in electronic
commerce and data security, is a delegate to the United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law and chairman of the International Chamber of Com-
merce’s panel on the legal aspects of electronic commerce; now therefore be it

That this City Council go on record extending its heartiest congratulations and
best wishes to Michael S. Baum on this memorable occasion; and be it further

That the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to forward a suitably engrossed
copy of this resolution to Michael S. Baum on behalf of the entire City Council.

In City Council May 1, 1995

Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk

A true copy;

ATTEST:-
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ABHIBWEMENT AWARR ‘95

ICHEEL

n the threshold of the 21st

century, this 42-year-old

Massachusetts attorney,
author and foremost expert on the
legal and security implications of
paperless commerce has opened the
door to the Notary’s electronic future.

As chairman of the American
Bar Association’s critical Electronic
Data Interchange (EDI) and
Information Technology Division,
he heads an Information Security
Committee that is now forging
rules and guidelines for
notarization of “electronic
documents.”

In leading his Committee, he
has been impressively even-
handed in seeking out every
interested voice, and particularly
solicitous of and receptive to the
concerns of America’s 4.5 million
Notaries, insisting that their
representatives be active
participants in a deliberative
process that will produce
standards of far-reaching impact.

His Committee of attorneys,
computer security experts and
Notaries of different nations has
adapted the traditional paper-
based principles of notarization to
an electronic medium, fulfilling a
prediction in his definitive 1991
book on EDI law: “The institution
of the Notary Public provides a
rich source of structures
potentially relevant to increasing
the reliability of electronic
transactions.”

For his pioneering efforts to
produce standards that will shape
law and commerce in the next

S. BAUM

Blectronic Document Expert

century, for his remarkable
leadership in getting diverse
factions to work hand in hand,
and for opening up new vistas of
opportunity and challenge for the
office of Notary Public, the
National Notary Association has
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named Michael S. Baum as
recipient of its Achievement
Award for 1995.

Mike Baum'’s fascination with -
Electronic Data Interchange began
in the mid 1980s when, as a
practicing attorney, he studied



international message standards in
the MBA program at Wharton
School of Business.

Earning an MBA in
Management of Technology, he
then held positions in the
electronic mail industry and with
the Defense Data Network and
Internet — becoming one of the
nation’s leading experts in the
infant but burgeoning field of EDIL.
Indeed, his expertise soon
prompted the American Bar
Association to tap him as head of
its fledgling EDI division.

Baum realized that trailblazing
new standards for electronic
documents meant setting new —
and higher — standards for U.S.
Notaries.

“I've been a Notary since the
late 1970s when I obtained a
commission without much
thought about it,” Baum said.
“But my actual consideration of
notarial reform did not begin until
the late 1980s in the context of
researching....computer-based
authentication methods, practices
and techniques.

“I'had a gut reaction that the
Notary had to have a role.”

He initiated a dialogue with
the NNA in 1990 while
researching his seminal Electronic
Contracting, Publishing and EDI
Law, and asked the Association to
serve on his newly formed
Information Security Committee.

Since then, NNA officers have
attended regular meetings of the
Committee in far-flung venues
from San Francisco to New York
to Washington, D.C., to Miami.
Also in attendance have been
Notaries from many other nations,
including Italy, Mexico, France,
Canada and the United Kingdom;
keenly interested representatives
from U.S. federal agencies, such as
‘he Defense Department, State

Jepartment and Postal Service;
nd technical representatives from
verse segments of government
d private industry — all with a
‘mpelling need to stay on EDI’s

tting edge.

Only the dynamism and vision
of Mike Baum have held together
and productively channeled these
divergent viewpoints.

And perhaps no viewpoint

Baum joins the NNA’s 1993 Achievement
Award winner, California State Senator
Diane E. Watson, in discussing the
notarial safeguards of ensuring the
identity of document signers.

appeared at first more divergent
and out of step with the computer
orientation of many panelists than
that of the paper-oriented
traditional Notary Public.

Indeed, the NNA’s opening

more difficult it is to detect
subversion of it — and the more
chaos results from malfunction.”

Yet, at every meeting and
deliberation of his Committee,
Baum insisted that the voice of the
NNA — and thus of 4.5 million
U.S. Notaries — be heard, and
that the usefulness of certain
timeless and still vital principles
not be ignored.

As a result, a recognition of the
value of an impartial human
arbiter, a Notary Public, in making
judgments about the identity,
volition and competence of any
transmitter of a sensitive
electronic message underlies the
Committee’s continuing proposals
and recommendations.

However, Mike Baum has
never pulled his punches in
talking about the failings of the
current U.S. notarial system,
which he feels does not screen,
educate nor professionalize
Notaries on a level with their
counterparts in other countries.

Baum thinks it ironic that such
poorly trained Notaries exist in a
nation that “has been one of the
clear leaders in exploring and
progressing the use of
cryptographically secure
signatures and documents.”

The standards and procedures that are

being forged through

Mike's leadership

will profoundly affect the role of the.

American Notary for years to come.

statement to the Information
Security Committee (San
Francisco, 1992) on behalf of the
American Notary drew gasps:
“Even assuming there could be a
foolproof way for a machine to
ensure the true identity of a
signer, how do we know the
signer isn’t being coerced? Or that
the individual is not incompetent?
Any technological development
can be subverted. The more
sophisticated the technology, the

His solution to enable an
interface between the notarial
systems of the United States and
the rest of the world is a proposed
class of “CyberNotary,” who may
have to be a lawyer and bonded
for several hundred thousand
dollars.

“By the year 2000,” he said, “I
believe and hope that the notarial
profession in the United States
will be a smaller, more educated
and trained, trustworthy and
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sophisticated group....(but) [ do
not foresee the elimination of
traditional paper-based notarial
practices.”

What he does foresee is the
average Notary’s continuing
adaptation to the computer in
business and law.

“Since real estate that is for sale
can now be viewed on high
resolution color monitors and
virtual ‘walk-throughs’ of homes
are no longer fantasy,” he said,
“the nature of real estate
transactions will demand
computer-based notarial acts.”

In no field, he predicts, will
notarization be untouched by
computer technology:

“To the extent that credit
unions will invariably need to
adopt smart cards and other more
automated mechanisms and will
not likely be able to avoid the
introduction of financial services
on the Internet, even the credit
union Notary will need to
facilitate such (transactions).”

His fellow attorneys and the
members of his Information
Security Committee express
admiration for Mike’s leadership
and his unifying vision.

“Michael is a man of
indefatigable energy and vision,”
said attorney Robert W. Barger, an
AT&T executive and chairman of
the American Bar Association’s
Section of Science and Technology.

Clyde Christofferson, a Virginia
attorney-Notary who helped
implement a pilot paperless court
filing system, said Baum is
making the Notary an important
linchpin between modern
technology and international
commerce.

Mike Baum'’s commitment to
finding workable, practical
applications for Electronic Data
Interchange is total.

Operating a Cambridge,
Massachusetts, consulting firm
specializing in electronic
commerce and data security, he is
a delegate to the United Nations
Commission on International
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Baum explains the role of Notaries and electronic documents at the 1993
National Association of Secretaries Of State Winter Conference.

Trade Law and chairman of the
International Chamber of
Commerce’s panel on the legal
aspects of electronic commerce.

The prolific author and
seminar leader lives in Cambridge
with wife Vera, a chemical
engineer.

Keeping abreast of all his
projects, he admits, means
spending “half my life” in an
airplane. To reach him on this
busy itinerary, one must have
access to the Internet.

“I'm not your typical user,”
Baum said. “I use the computer
intensely. Other than owning a
paper-based address book, I do
everything on computer.”

Neither is Mike Baum your
“typical” NNA Achievement
Award honoree, whose ranks in
the past have included secretaries
of state, lawmakers, a judge and a
law school dean.

“This is the first time we've
ever really honored someone who
might be called a pioneer and true
visionary,” said NNA President
Milton G. Valera. “But this doesn’t
lessen the very real practical
impact and value, now and in the
near future, of what Mike and his

Committee are doing. The
standards and procedures that are
being forged through Mike’s
leadership will profoundly affect
the role of the American Notary
for years to come.

“They will also indelibly
imprint the procedures of
commerce and law that will be
used around the world in the 21st
century.

“For his past and continuing
trailblazing efforts, on the
threshold of a new electronic era,
there can be no more worthy
recipient of the NNA Achievement
Award than Michael S. Baum.” W
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IN CITY COUNCIL

May 1, 1995

COUNCILLOR TOOMEY

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

It has come to the attention of this City Council that Cambridge attorriey Michael
S. Baum has been named the recipient of the Achievement Award for 1995 by
the National Notary Association; and

Michael, as chairman of the American Bar Association’s Critical Electronic Data
Interchange (EDI) and Information Technology Division, heads an Information
Security Committee that is now forging rules and guidelines for notarization of
“electronic documents"; and

Michael has been cited for his pioneering efforts to produce standards that will
shape law and commerce in the next century, for his remarkable leadership in
getting diverse factions to work hand in hand and for opening up new vistas of
oppportunity and challenge for the Office of Notary Public; and

Michael operates a Cambridge based consulting firm specializing in electronic
commerce and data security, is a delegate to the United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law and chairman of the International Chamber of
Commerce’s panel on the legal aspects of electronic commerce; now therefore be
it

That this City Council go on record extending its heartiest congratulations and
best wishes to Michael S. Baum on this memorable occasion; and be it further

That the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to forward a suitably engrossed
copy of this resolution to Michael S. Baum on behalf of the entire City Council.



In City Council May 1, 1995






