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T_VOTED:VThat this COmmlss1on adopts the following statement
- of its views with respect to the Harvard Square Overlay
~,Zone-

SR The situation following the adoption of amendments to
;’the ‘Harvard Square Overlay Zone incorporating references to
. the Harvard Square National Register District requires a

.~ statement of policy from the Cambridge Historical Commission

- . ..regarding the appropriateness of historic preservation con-
. trols in that area.

" The Harvard Square National Register District has been pro-
.- posed to recognize the architectural and historic signifi-
. cance: of Harvard Square and to encourage preservation of
contributing buildings through education, administrative

"procedures, and tax incentives. Preservation districts es-
. ~tablished under Chapter 40C of the General Laws and Ordi-
~nance 1002 provide control of alterations, demolition, and
.. new. ‘construction visible from a public way. The Commission
,ngrecognlzes that the type of protection associated with lo-
“.cally-enacted preservation districts may be inconsistent
j‘with'the‘continued commercial vitality of Harvard Square.

' We see no need to recommend to the City Council the creation
~of local historic districts or neighborhood conservation
districts in the Harvard Square Overlay Zone. However, this
.. Commission will continue to address preservation issues in
- the Overlay Zone through the demolition review procedure un-
‘der Ordinance 965 and through the designation of individual
-‘places, structures, features or objects as landmarks under
Ordinance 1002.

- -This Commission has supported the process to amend the Har-
- ~-vard Square Overlay Zone and commends the property owners
- who ‘have . part1c1pated in it. Provided that the National Reg-
. ister program is 1ncorporated into and contitutes a part of
i ,plannlng documents and zoning legislation in Harvard Square,
-~ we do not support the creation of additional local historic
- districts or neighborhood conservation districts in the Har-
- vard Square Overlay 2Zone, and we look forward to working
,,-.;w1th property owners and community groups to resolve preser-
-= jVat1on 1ssues through other means.

Adopted by unanimous vote,
June 26, 1986

Nanc;)L. Doonan,

Secretary
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
ROBERT W. HEALY
City Manager

RICHARD C. ROSSI
‘Deputy City Manager August 4, 1986

To the Homorable, the City Council:

Enclosed for your review please find copy of a resolution adopted
on Jgnev26 by the Cambridge Historical Commission on the appiopriateness of
various historic preservation measures in the Harvard Square Overlay Zone.

Very truly yours,

Robert We Healy
City Manager

RWH/mb£
Enc.



Agenda Item No. 2 0_/7

Re: resolution adopted by the Historical
Commission on the appropriateness of
various historic preservation measurecs in
the Harvard Square Overlay Zone.

In City Council,
Augnst 4, 1986
s
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