CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139

TeL 349-4300
Fax.349-4307

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
ROBERT W. HEALY
City Manager-

RICHARD C. ROSSI
Deputy City Manager

September 28, 1998

To The Honorable, The City Council:

Please find attached a response to Awaiting Report Item No. 9, regarding a report on
the status of the building at 132 Oxford Street/27 Forest Street, received from Inspectional
Services Commissioner Robert Bersani.

Robert W. Healy
City Manager

RWH/mec
Attachmeni
{



CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

INSPECTIONAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 831 MASS. AVE. . - 3

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139 (617) 349-6100 o

ol

-

ROBERT R. BERSANI —
Managing Director/ - -
Acting Commissoner August 27,1998
. Y

To: Robert W. Healy, City Manager o <

- From: Bob Bersani, Inspeoctional Services )

Subject: Council Order #040, dated 7/27/98: REPORT ON THE STATUS OF
THE BUILDING AT 132 OXFORD STREET/27 FOREST STREET

This is a revision to my August 11, 1998 response to this Council
Order.

On July 1st, a resident filed a complaint via E-mail reporting
a storm window assembly falling from the apartment complex at the
corner of Oxford and Forest Streets and possible hazardous
conditions of other windows in this same building. Also, a
telephone report was filed with ISD by Attorney Panico on this same
incident on July 2nd.

As a result of these reports, an inspection was immediately
conducted of all windows in the building by building and code
enforcement inspectors in coordination with the building owner’s
representative. Based on this investigation, it was determined that
a storm window from apartment #3 at 132 Oxford Street was missing,
apparently the one that fell and injured a pedestrian on 7/1/98.
All remaining windows in the building were closely inspected and
determined to be properly secured and in sound condition.

The Police and Fire Departments were contacted to review any
information that they might have in their files concerning this
incident. A Fire Department report dtd. 7/1/98, which includes
information on the injury to the pedestrian, is attached.

A copy of the ISD report on this matter is also attached.

Very truly yours,

W/237{:7Z;awmA4A~l

R. R. Bersani



RE: 132 OXFORD STREET
COMPLAINT #21215 .,

DATE: JULY 15, 1998

JULY 2, 1998

BEEPED TO GO TO 132 OXFORD STREET. WALKED AROUND BUILDING AND
FOUND NO VISIBLE SIGN OF LOOSE OR HANGING WINDOWS.

JULY 6, 1998

INSPECTOR FALLON AND CASEY DID A VISIBLE INSPECTION AND TOOK
SOME PICTURES OF STORM WINDOWS ON FIRST FLOOR. NO VISIBLE SIGN OF
LOOSE OR HANGING STORM WINDOWS. CALLED PAUL HARTFORD, PROPERTY
MANAGER FOR INVESTMENT LIMITED, TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT TO CHECK
THE WINDOWS FROM THE INSIDE.

JULY 9, 1998

ON SITE INSPECTION WITH SENIOR BUILDING ' INSPECTOR, RON
BENTUBO, SENIOR HOUSING INSPECTOR, JOHN FALLON, PROPERTY MANAGER,
MR. PAUL HARTFORD AND HIS WORKING FOREMAN, JOHN. WE CHECKED THE

WINDOWS THROUGHOUT THE BUILDING, FRONT, SIDE AND REAR. ALl THE
STORM WINDOWS HAVE 15 TO 17 SCREWS HOLDING THE STORM WINDOWS IN
PLACE. ALL WINDOWS CHECKED WERE FOUND TO BE SECURE AND IN GOOD
WORKING ORDER.

i

il



INVESTMENTS LIMITED - -

2380 Massachusetts Ave
Cambndge, MA 021 40
(61 7) 3470026
July 10,.1998
John'Fallon o ¥
Seénior: Housmg Inspector
City of Cambridge

831 Massachusetts Aventié .
Cambndge MA 02139

Re: 27 Forest Street, 132-132%; Oxford Street, Cambridge
Dear Inspector Fallon:

This letter is regarding an incident which occurred at 27 Forest Street, Cambridge
on July 1, 1998 and my inspection of the buildings located there.

On July 1, 1998 our office received notification via telephone of alleged
dangerous conditions at the building at 27 Forest Street. We were specifically told that
the window frames were rotting and that a storm window had fallen off the building.
That afternoon, our maintenance employe¢ inspected the entire building visually from the
exterior. He observed no dangerous conditions as to any window, window frame or
stotm window. We were unablé'to access the apartment from which the storm window
allegedly fell (132 Oxford Street, #3) as the tenants had changed the locks and failed to
provide ‘us with a key.

. On July 2, 1998, I went to the premises to perform a reinspection with a
mamtenance employee. The reinspection was performed with the use of binoculars and I
obsétved no dangerous conditions to exist as to any window, window frame, or storm
window. Subsequent to July 2, 1998, I was able to access the unit at 132 Oxford Street,
#3 and conducted a thorough inspection of the windows, window frames and storm
windows. [ once again found no dangerous conditions to exist as to any windows,
window frames or storm windows.

After three separate inspections of the buildings at 27 Forest Street, and 132-132%:
Oxford Street including a direct physical inspection of the allegedly defective and
dangerous window at 132 Oxford Street, #3, I have concluded that no dangarous
conditions exist as to any window, window frame, or storm window at the buildings in
question. Attached hereto please find a transcription of my notes from the date of the

-~ alleged incident. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or comments

you may have.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.
| Very truly yours,

Paul Hartford .
Enclosure



On_Wednesday,,Jul

_ L. 1998 at approx1mately 3:00. p
received a- telep e call from Jeremy Horow1tz who
tenant of record . ©132 Oxford Street, #3. He tol
an 1nc1qent 1nvolz;ng a person by theuname of 8tu RO
to whom the is sub';ttlng the referenced. apartment
no. record of hav1ng -approved a subletter for that un
per the requlrements set forth in the lease agreemen
signed by the tenant. He stated that the ‘subletter ga
the follow1ng description of an incident which had oci
that morning:

5

He was standing in the bedroom and noticed the storm window
(exterior) moving as the wind blew outside. He started
walking over towards the window and witnessed it fall out
into the street. He went aver to the window and saw a man
injured on the sidewalk. Apparently, the incident had
occurred during the mid-morning hours of the same day, and
was only being reported to me at approximately 3:00 p.m.

I sent a maintenance employee to the building, and he
obéerved no broken glass or any sign of an incident. He
also inspected the windows from the exterior, and did not
observe any windows which appeared to be loose or faulty in
any way.

The tenant or subletter has added a third lock to the door
for which we have no key, and we were unable to access the
apaftment to inspect the unit from the interior on July 2,
1998. I contacted the subletter by telephone on July 3,
1998, and he did not return any of my calls.
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August 27,519?@ pi
N
To: Robert W. Healy, City Manager S

d

From: Bob Bersani, Inspeoctional Services

Subject: Council Order #040, dated 7/27/98: REPORT ON THE STATUS OF
THE BUILDING AT 132 OXFORD STREET/27 FOREST STREET

This is a revision to my August 11, 1998 response to this Couhcil
Order. '

On July 1st, a resident filed a complaint via E-mail reporting
a storm window assembly falling from the apartment complex at the
corner of Oxford and Forest Streets and possible hazardous
conditions of other windows in this same building. Also, a
telephone report was filed with ISD by Attorney Panico on this same
incident on July 2nd.

As a result of these reports, an inspection was immediately
conducted of all windows in the building by building and code
enforcement inspectors in coordination with the building owner'’s
representative. Based on this investigation, it was determined that
a storm window from apartment #3 at 132 Oxford Street was missing,
apparently the one that fell and injured a pedestrian on 7/1/98.
All remaining windows in the building were closely inspected and
determined to be properly secured and in sound condition.

The Police and Fire Departments were contacted to review any
information that they might have in their files concerning this
incident. A Fire Department report dtd. 7/1/98, which includes
information on the injury to the pedestrian, is attached.

A copy of the ISD report on this matter is also attached.

Very truly yours,

‘R. R. Bersani



RE: 132 OXFORD STREET
COMPLAINT #21215 |,

DATE: JULY 15, 1998

JULY 2, 1998

BEEPED TO GO TO 132 OXFORD STREET. WALKED AROUND BUILDING AND
FOUND NO VISIBLE SIGN OF LOOSE OR HANGING WINDOWS.

JULY 6, 1998

INSPECTOR FALLON AND CASEY DID A VISIBLE INSPECTION AND TOOK
SOME PICTURES OF STORM WINDOWS ON FIRST FLOOR. NO VISIBLE SIGN OF
LOOSE OR HANGING STORM WINDOWS. CALLED PAUL HARTFORD, PROPERTY
MANAGER FOR INVESTMENT LIMITED, TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT TO CHECK
THE WINDOWS FROM THE INSIDE.

JULY 9, 1998

ON SITE INSPECTION WITH SENIOR BUILDING ' INSPECTOR, RON
BENTUBO, SENIOR HOUSING INSPECTOR, JOHN FALLON, PROPERTY MANAGER,
MR. PAUL HARTFORD AND HIS WORKING FOREMAN, JOHN. WE CHECKED THE
WINDOWS IN THE APARTMENT WHERE THE INCIDENT TOOK PLACE, ALSO OTHER
WINDOWS THROUGHOUT THE BUILDING, FRONT, SIDE AND REAR. AL, THE
STORM WINDOWS HAVE 15 TO 17 SCREWS HOLDING THE STORM WINDOWS IN
PLACE. ALL WINDOWS CHECKED WERE FOUND TO BE SECURE AND IN GOOD
WORKING ORDER.



INVESTMENTS LIMITED
2380 Massachusetts Ave
Cambrtdge, AM 02140

July 10,1998

John Fallon oo
Senior Housing Inspector

City of Cambridge

831 Massachusetts Avenue .
Cambndge MA 02139

Re: 27 Forest Street, 132-132Y% Oxford Street, Cambridge
Dear Inspector Fallon:

This letter is regarding an incident which occurred at 27 Forest Street, Cambridge
on July 1, 1998 and my inspection of the buildings located there.

On July 1, 1998 our office received notification via telephone of alleged
dangerous conditions at the building at 27 Forest Street. We were specifically told that
the window frames were rotting and that a storm window had fallen off the building.
That afternoon, our maintenance employee inspected the entire building visually from the
exterior. He observed no dangerous conditions as to any window, window frame or
stotm window. We were unablé'to access the apartment from which the storm window
allegedly fell (132 Oxford Street, #3) as the tenants had changed the locks and failed to
provide us with a key.

. On July 2, 1998, I went to the premises to perform a reinspection with a
mamtenance employee. The reinspection was performed with the use of binoculars and I
observed no dangerous conditions to exist as to any window, window frame, or storm
window. Subsequent to July 2, 1998, I was able to access the unit at 132 Oxford Street,
#3 and conducted a thorough inspection of the windows, window frames and storm
windows. I once again found no dangerous conditions to exist as to any windows,
window frames or storm windows.

After three separate inspections of the bulldmgs at 27 Forest Street, and 132-132)2
Oxford Street including a direct physical inspection of the allégedly defective and
dangerous window at 132 Oxford Street, #3, I have concluded that no dangerous
conditions exist as to any window, window frame, or storm window at the buildings in
question. Attached hereto please find a transcription of my notes from the date of the
alleged incident. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or comments
you may have.:

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Very truly yours,

Paul Hartford
Enclosure



On Wednesday,,July 1 1998 at approx1mately 3:00. p '

tenant of record at’ 132 Oxford Street, #3 ﬂ
iue A1 1nc1qent 1nvolm;ng a person by thewname of Stu R
to whom he is sublettlng the referenced. apartment

no record of hav1ng approved a subletter for that un:
per the requ1rements set forth in the lease agreement
signed by the tenant. He stated that the ‘subletter g
the following description of an incident which had océ&
that morning: g

He was standing in the bedroom and noticed the storm wiindow
(exterior) moving as the wind blew outside. He started '
walking over towards the window and witnessed it fall out
into the street. He went aver to the window and saw a man
injured on the sidewalk. Apparently, the incident had
occurred during the mid-morning hours of the same day, and
was only being reported to me at approximately 3:00 p.m.

I sent a maintenance employee to the building, and he
obéerved no broken glass or any sign of an incident. He
also inspected the windows from the exterior, and did not
observe any windows which appeared to be loose or faulty in

any way.

The tenant or subletter has added a third lock to the door
for which we have no key, and we were unable to access the
apaftment to inspect the unit from the interior on July 2,
1998. I contacted the subletter by telephone on July 3,
1998, and he did not return any of my calls.
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139

TeL 349-4300
Fax. 349-4307

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
ROBERT W. HEALY
City Manager

RICHARD C. ROSS!I
Deputy City Manager

September 14, 1998

To The Honorable, The City Council:

Please find attached a response to Awaiting Report Item No. 14, regarding a report on . -
the status of the building at 132 Oxford Street/27 Forest Street, received from Inspectional
Services Commissioner Robert Bersani.

Very truly yours,

Robert W. Healy
City Manager

RWH/mec
Attachment



Copsent.Agenda #8 | \:§7:7§é!r

Relative to the statug'of the
building at 132 Oxford Street/
27 Forest Street.

In City Council September 14, 1998

Mo feloors Tatien, 1
SEP. 281098

. PLACED ON FILE





