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OF ARCHITECTS

WILLIAM LAWRENCE GALVIN
Architect

38B BRATTLE STREET, HARVARD SQUARE

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS

April 18, 1939

The Honorable City Council
C ity Hall
Cambridpe, lfassachusetts

Gentlemen:

Representing several Calnbridee citizens, includin¥: myself ,' all
interested. in pushing tbe development of land available in Cambridge,
I hereby offer the suu' of $1600 for the property' at the corner of
Va8sai Lane and. Lake View Avenue, consisting of approximately 46,'000
square feet of land, only partly filled in. This land has a tackground
of 1ipht frame three story amartment houses, of third class construction,
built some years ago. Blocking the view on Lake View Avenue is the
f iltration olant rith the unsightly" chimney'. On Vassal Lane the land
faces the verv roughly g'raded City land ( former dump) --not developed
for any use.

Since the amount offered, $1600, was previously approved by the
City Council, the City Assessors have reduced the assessment of the

' land. This fact, plus the loss in taxes due to City ownership and the
additional taxes to be gained throukh development, should unquestionably
be excellent reason for' the City to accept the offer. It should be borne
in mind that any Mveiopment of the land is based on filling thc land and

. this is EoinE!' to be a really Ereat expense, about which we are trying to
be ootimistic. Tbere is the further question of safe sustaining power
of the soil .'"bich me assume to be satisfactory but about which we must
be certaia 'b'e'foie DroceedinR to build..

,-'i . . '. .

' Since 1906, and possibly before, the City has had no taxes from

this 1ar,d,. 'ge will take the gamble of buildinE on the land, a risk
that is

:bj" ii,o means one that we embrace with any Ereat enthusiasm

It will, 'howeirer, be an experiment in low cost housing, sornething that
'nay, on a larfe scale, be the means of leading us back to 'hiormal" times.

This offer is made contingent upon acceptance by the City within
. thirty days. 'Ye agree to subniit to restrictions to develop only for

residential 'purposes. The zone is R-4 which permits si,ngle and. tVj'O-

family houses. Cur intention is to develop for low cost single residences.

Very truly yours,
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, . May 9, 1939,

WHEREAS:m

The Wab'er Board at a'meeting held on jUne 29, 1931 voted to

release the land situated at the corner of Lake View Avenue and Vassal

Lane, as shown on Assessorst Block PKn No, 234, Lots Nos. 32m33m34,,

the sUd land not being neBessary for prosent or future use, and

WHEREAS:-
An offer has been received by the C.ity Council for the purchase

of said land, it is
.

ORDERED:-'
That His Honor, the Mayor, be and hereby is authorizedjn the

namebf and in behalf of the City of Cambridge to sell and convey to
William Lawrence Galv&n of 38B Br&ttle Street, Cambridge for El sum not

less than One Thoumnd Six Hundred ($1,600) Dollam three parcels of
land situated On j,ake View Avenue and Vassal Lane and shown on /\sscssorsf

Block Plan 234, Lots 32w33m34 bounded and described 8$3 foRows:-
PareQ N(?,,l

Beginning at a point In the easterly line of Lake View Avenue,
said point being one hundred ninety-two and foMywsix one hundreths
(192,46) feet, southerly fPoin the southerly tangent point of a curve of
twenty (20.0) feet radius at the southeasterly eorher of Vassal Lane and
said Lake View Avenue;- thence easterly diong the division line bUween
lots numbered 33 and 34 on one side and' lot ntunbered 32 on the other side,
one hundred fifty (150,0) feet to an ang10;- thence southerly along the
division line between lots numbered 162, 161 and 160 on one side and lot
numbered 32 on the other side, eighty (80.0) feet to an angle;- thence
wes3terly along the division line between lots numberod 31 and 32, one
hundred fifty (150,0) feet to a point in the aforementioned easterly line ,

of Lake View Avenue;- thence northerly along the said oasterly line of
Lake View Avenue, eighty (80,0) fbot to the point of boginning,' ContMning
tmlve thousand (12,000) squaro fb6t,
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Parcel No 2
.

Boginning at a point in the southwesterly line of Vassal Lane, said
" point being fifty-three and sIxty-eight one hundreths (53.68) feet front

the easterly tangent point of & curve of twenty (20.0) feot radius at tho
southeasterly corner of Vassal Lane and Lake View Avenuo;- thence south-

a «easterly along said 3outhwesterly lin0 of Vassal Lane ninetym8iX and sixty-eight' (96,68) feet to an angle;- thence southerly along the division line
1 betyeen lots numbered 163 and 162 on one sideand lot numbered 33 on the

other side, one hundred thirteen and forty-three one hunClreths (113,43)
feet to an angle;: thence westerl along the division line between lots
numbered 32 and S3, seventy-five

[75)
feet to an angle;- thence northerly

along the division line between lots numbered 33 and 34, one hundred
seventy-fOur and forty-four one hundreths (1'74'.44) feet to the point or _beginning»$ Containing ten thousand soven hundred ninety-five (10,'795)
square feet,

Parcel No 3

Beginning at a point in the easterly line of Lake View Avenue at
the southerly tangent point of a eurvo of twenty (20.0) feet radius at the
southeasterly corner of Vassal Lane and Lake View Avenue;- thence north-
easterly and eastorly alon said curve of tmnty (20,0) feet radius, forty-
five and four tenth8

(45.4f
feet to tho easterly tangent pant of said curve

in the sOuthwesterly lino of Vasseil Lane;- thence southeasterly along said
southwgsterly line of Vassal Lane fifty-three and sixty-eight one hundreths
(53,68) feet to an angle;- thence southerly along the division line between
lots numbered 33 and 34, one hundred seventy-four and forty-four one hun-
dreths (1'74,44) feet to an angle;- tkmice westerly along the division line
between lots numbered 32 and 34, seventy-fivo ('75,0) feet to a point in the
aforementioned easterly line of Lake View Avenue;- thence northerly along
said easterly line of Lake View Avenue one hundred nlnetywtwo and forty-six
one hundreths (192,46) fbet to tho point of beginning, ContUxiing fourteen
thousand nine hundred sixty-five (14,965) square feet,

. All the measurements and areas of the aforesaid parcels of land
are more or 1csjj,

All the above parcels of land are shown on As$essorst Block Plan
No, 234 8s lots numbered 32 - 33 - 34, dated August 1929, md on rile in
the office of the Assessors of tho Cit}' Of CUibridge.

city CouncH
MAY 91%9.

._
Adopted by the affirmative vQtC

0f.....lr_membe"

/ //Z_ _._.CityC|erk
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City of Cambridge "

4

In City Council May....9.,....193.9.0

on Public Property and
The "

.
Committee Public Institutions

0

to which was' referred an offer of William Lawrence Galvin to purchase city
owned land at the corner of Lake View Avenue and Vassal Lane

__ . ,

Reports,

Recomnending the Moption of U16

accompanying order aiiithorizing His Honor, the hfayor, to sell and convey

, city ownM land. at the corner, of Lake View Avenue and Vassal Lane to .

William Lawrenco Galvin for a sum not less than One !I!housanci Six Hundred

,($1, 600) Dollars,
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