REGARDING THE REFERENDUM TO GIVE
LEGAL OPIIONS TO VICTIMS OF CRIMES
RESULTING FROM PORNOGRAPHY

TO CAMBRIDGE CITY COUNCIL

SEPTEMBER 11TH 1985

DEAR CITY COUNCILLOR:

THOUSANDS OF YOUR CONSTITUENTS, MANY WHO HAVE VOTED FOR YOU, HAVE REQUESTED
THAT THIS REFERENDUM BE PUT ON THE BALLOT THIS FALL SO THAT ALL CAMBRIDGE
RESIDENTS CAN HAVE A SAY - DECIDE FOR THEMSELVES IF THEY WANT THE VICTIMS OF
PORNOGRAPHY TO BE ABLE THE HAVE LEGAL MEANS OF PROTESTING THEIR ABUSE. INSTEAD
OF ABIDING BY THE WISHES OF THESE THOUSANDS OF PETITIONERS, YOU PERSONALLY HAVE
TAKEN IT UPON YOURSELF TO DECIDE THAT THE CAMBRIDGE LAWS REGARDING REFERENDUM
QUALIFICATION SHALL BE BROKEN AND THE CITIZENS OF CAMBRIDGE SHALL BE DENIED THE
RIGHT (WHICH THEY'VE PREVIOUSLY ENJOYED) OF DECIDING CERTAIN ISSUES IN THE
VOTING BOOTH.

WE, WHO HAVE TENDERED THE PETITIONS TO THE ELECTION COMMISSION, HAVE ALL LIVED
IN CAMBRIDGE FOR OVER 10 YEARS AND HAVE TAKEN AN ACTIVE PART IN MAKING GOUR CITY
A BETTER PLACE TO LIVE. WE'VE VOTED FOR YOU, CAMPAIGNED FOR YOU AND ASSUMED
YOU HAD OUR BEST INTERESTS AT HEART.

THE 1SSUE OF CENSORSHIP, WHICH IS IRRELEVANT TO THIS REFERENDUM, IS BEING USED
TO DISCOURAGE PEOPLE FROM SUPPORTING THE REFERENDUM AND TO STRIKE TERROR IN
THEIR HEARTS IN A WELL ORCHESTRATED CAMPAIGN OF DISINFORMATION THAT WOULD
PROTECT PORNOGRAPHERS FROM ANY ILL EFFECTS OF THEIR WORK - NO MATTER THE COST
TO WOMEN.

NEED WE POINT OUT THAT APPROXIMATELY SIX THOUSAND CAMBRIDDGE VOTERS SIGNED OUR
PETITION AND THE WORK INVOLVED IN SUCH A PETITIONING EFFORT THAT WAS DONE IN
GOOD FAITH ACCORDING TO THE LETTER OF CAMBRIDGE LAWS?

YOU, AS A CITY COUNCILLOR, HAVE A SWORN RESPONSIBILITY TO ACKNOWLEDGE YGOUR
PETITIONERS AND ALSO ADHERE TO THE CITY LAWS AS WE HAVE.

SINCERELY,

BETSY WARRIm

Aones A /fo bbe

GABRIELLE BERNARD




BETSY WARRIOR

BATTERED WOMEN'S DIRECTORY

46 PLEASANT ST., CAMBRIDGE, MA. 02139
(617-492-5630)

September 1985

As a long-time activist for human rights and women's rights and a Long-time
resident of Cambridge I would like to make clear my endorsement and support for
the referendum coming up this fall that would offer women some legal redress if
they suffered harm through pornography. Having worked and lived in Cambridge
first in 1956 and presently for the last 11 years, the weltare of Cambridge
women is of some importance to me, and the referendum initiative promises to
give Cambridge women, and all women, some protection against the more extreme
repercussions of pornography.

My experience as an activist for the past two decades on issues such as rape,
tenants rights, welfare rights, civil rights and battered women has pointed up
the importance of bringing such issues to public attention so they can undergo
the critical scrutiny that they have so long been shielded from and which has
allowed them to flourish in a privileged silence of well-guarded privacy. All
the work done by feminists on wife beating, rape, incest and sexual harassment,
and now on pornography, has been attacked as an invasion of privacy, as airing
personal, therefore privileged, behavior ("dirty linen") in public. These
attacks have tended, and intended, to exempt the perpetrators of harm from any
responsibility, and their victims from any support, redress or help.

The work of organizing the first shelter for battered women in New England, in
which I participated, was met with similar shrill denunciation as "breaking up
the family", breaching the individual's right to privacy and interfering with
the sanctity of the home; just as earlier, the defense of rape victims by
feminists was decried as abridging the rights of rapists and as exposing them,
and battering husbands, to the whims of vindictive women. The referendum for
the victims of pornography is being met with the same misrepresentations and
deliberate misinformation that serve to protect pornographers as effectively as
batterers, rapists and incest perpetrators have been served by myths that have
protected them from responsibility for their actions.

In the case of the pornography victim's referendum, instead of the
Jjustification of the privacy and sanctity of the home, the public is being
served up the red herring of "censorship". Yet anyone who has read the
reterendum is well aware that it in no way prescribes or advocates censorship.
On the contrary, the framers of the referendum want pornography to be known for
what it is, not hidden by a "plain brown wrapper" or festering in the
privileged privacy accorded taboo subjects like rape, incest and woman beating;
which are transformed into entertainment through pornography.

Those who, with so little regard or such casual contempt for the rights of
women, have never taken the time to read the referendum, yet denounce it as
"censorship" reveal their ignorance of the referendum and their disregard for
the rights of women by their very denounciation on the grounds of "censorship".

A non-profit, tax exempt project of the
Women'’s Educational Center, Inc., Cambrldge. Mﬂ.
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The pornography industry and their advocates and protectors will have something
to fear from women who are injured by their work if the referendum is passed.
For the first time, victims will be allowed to legally take their case before
the public and have put on public record the content and intent of misogynistic
pornography as well as the concrete effects it can have on women's lives.
Those who misrepresent the referendum as "censorship" have no history of
fighting censorship in regard to textbooks, films, video games or T.V. shows
that have been suppressed because of their derogatory portrayals of people
other than women. So anti-censorship activism, even if it was relevant to the
referendum, isn't the motivating force behind the pro-pornography alliance.

One doesn't have to be a political genius to realize that the statistics
(showing a woman is being beaten every 18 seconds, a woman is raped every 3
minutes, a dozen women are murdered every day in the U.S.) show that there is
no group of people more brutalized by another distinct group than women are by
men. Though the statistics are for the United States, Cambridge contributes
its share, and women the world over suffer a similar fate.

While it's argued that we already have laws against the "excesses" of
pornography like rape, physical abuse and child molestation, anyone who has a
passing interest in these issues ( rape, battering and molestation) knows of
the years of painstaking work, effort and dogged determination that feminists
have put into drafting, proposing, amending and passing legislation to protect
the victims of these acts: victims who were supposedly already well protected.
And still we have a long way to go in reeducating a citizenry that is daily
bombarded with the most grossly misogynistic images of women; images which
influence attitudes and dictate and distort our treatment by co-workers,
strangers, family, our employers and the courts.

It is therefore my hope that the referendum to protect victims of pornography
in Cambridge passes resoundingly so that such victims will no longer suffer
only in the silence of invalidation and public apathy, but will receive the
legal consideration others are now entitled to.

Sincerely,
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Snuit—4 be Uitimate 1n
Woman-Hating

Beverly LaBelle

Following the first feminist anti-pornography actions in the early sev-

"enties, organizing ceased. More serious and crucial battles (or so it

seemed at the time) were being fought in the arenas of reproductive rights
(birth control, abortion, self-help health care) and crisis intervention
(against crimes of sexual violence such as rape and woman-battery).
During this five-year period the pornography industry grew, unchallenged
by women. Slowly the so-called “pretty porn” of the earlier Playboy days
changed, became more anti-woman, more exploitive, and finally more
violent. New magazines like Hustler and Penthouse appeared on the racks;
X-rated movies like Deep Throat and Emanuelle were released to “legiti-
mate” theaters, with some small murmurs of upset here and there but
generally without protest. '

In 1976 a film surfaced which was to change all that: Snuff. Billed as a
movie which recorded the real murder of an actress for male sexual stimu-
lation, it attracted hundreds of eager men at X-rated and neighborhood
theaters around the country.

Snuff is the name of a highly publicized movie which purports to

- show the actual murder and dismemberment of a young woman. It

achieved notoriety because of the carnage- of its final five-minute se-

. quence. -

The film first surfaced in 1975 shortly after the New York City
Police Department announced that they had confiscated several “un-
derground” South American pornographic films containing actual

murder footage. These films were given the name “snuff” films be- -

cause the actresses were murdered (snuffed out) in front of the

cameras in order to excite the jaded sexual palates of a select por-
nography audience that requires death rather than mere sex as an
aphrodisiac. The curiosity of the regular pornography market was
whetted by this police discovery, and the idea of a commercialized
“snuff” film was born. '

The scenario revolves around a Sonth American cult that is domi-
pated by a man named Satan. All his followers are lovely young
women who are willing to rob, beat, and murder at his command.
Before joining this select cult, each woman must undergo an initiation_
of torture in order to seal her commitment to Satan. There is a small
amount of rhetoric about killing the rich in revenge for the sufferings
of the poor, but this minor theme never achieves prominence and was

obviously added in an attempt to justify the violence of the film. The

cult aiso holds some confusing occult beliefs similar to those depicted
in Saturday afternoon “horror” films. However, the producer did hope

to draw a parallel between Satan’s devotees and Charles Manson’s
“family.” The similarities between these two groups are too numerous
and too obvious to be mere coincidences. Undoubtedly the image of
Charles Manson as a new prototype of sex and violence was deliber-'
ately emulated in Snuff.

The plot is fuzzy, but eventually it becomes clear that the cult is™
‘planning a ritual slaughter to avenge both the suffering poor and the

~demon god of their “religion.” The band of mystics proceeds to mur-

der a number of random people, none of whom appear to be members
of the elite classes. In one scene a cult member revenges herself upon
her ex-lover by castrating him with a razor. The actual cutting is not
shown—just scenes of his face contorted by agony. Perhaps the di-
rector felt that this scene of a man being destroyed by a woman would
be too repellent for his male audience to depict graphically. After that
gruesome scene, the blood-crazed devotees prepare for the long-
awaited sacrifice of their “perfect victim,” an unborn child ready to
burst forth from the womb of a beautiful, blond woman (the reincar-_
nation of Sharon Tate, nc doubt). First they shoot her wealthy lover,
and then they surround the bed where she lies, cowering in fear, with

" her enormous stomach protruding beneath the satin sheets. The dag-

ger is held high in an invocation to the “powers of evil” and then
plunged savagely into her stomach, which explodes with the sounds
of gushing blood and gurgling amniotic fluid.

Then silence for a moment before the camera pulls back, and we’
see the production crew of the film talking about the success of that
final scene. A pretty young blond woman who appears to be a pro-
duction assistant tells the director how sexually aroused she was by

the stabbing finale. The attractive director asks her if she would like
to go to bed with him and act out her fantasies. They start fumbling
around in bed until she realizes that the crew is still filming. She
protests and tries to get up. The director picks up a dagger that is
lying on the bed and says, “Bitch, now you're going to get what you
want.” What happens next goes beyond the realm of language. He
butchers her slowly, deeply, and thoroughly. The observer’s gut re-
vulison is overwhelming at the amount of blood, chopped-up fingers,

'ﬂylng arms, sawed-off legs, and yet more blood oozing like a river

out of her mouth before she dies. But the climax is still at hand. In a
moment of undiluted evil, he cuts open her abdomen and brandishes
her very insides high above his head in a scream of orgasmic conquest.
The End . . . Fade into blackness. There are no credits listed in
the final moments of the film.

274 TAKE BACK THE NIGHT



ISR - e g e s

The movie

~ time.”

Chinese gangsters
| Low, a member of the Asian
Workshop, call

"Chinatown leaders:

hat filmmakers intend to add to the .~
“Year of thej)ragon” is not enoughto -
undo, the damage done by the movie’s stereotyping ot
Asian Americans, members '

1 An of the Chinatown commun- - ‘-
ity said last night. : T AT

;o , \ - . Aslan American history

“The images are s0 strong within the film thal,p L Itorces all the negative ste
disclaimer does nothing,” said Julian Low, who helped™ ‘g
organize a boycott of the movie
opened locally several weeks ago.

= just pull the film.”. B : , .

deals with a war between police and °

in New York’s Chinatown._

ed the film “disgusting”-and sald it was -
“the most racist, anti-Asian film

B ¥

.. type of Aslan Amer R .
- «what makes it worse 18 because thére is 80 little -
in the history boeks; this rein-
reotypes.”-

claimer not enough |-
<./ 4(The movie) encompasses every negative stereo-
ricans possible,” said Low. S

MGM-United Artists Studios agree(i' to add a dis-

when the film first “claimer to the film after outraged Asian Americans .

“I think they should - charged the movie was distorted and racist.

The disclaimer,

American Resource -

P've seen in a long local viewings.

. whether a disclaim

which reads in part, “This !llm“does ‘

- not intend to demean or ignore the many positive fea- -
tures of Asian-Americans,”
* Los Angeles and New York. - o
" Cinema operators in Bostonsaid they do not yet know
er will be added to the film before

will be sent tq'theate.x;s in

— BEVERLY FORD |
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"o By DAN PRESCHER L
At 2 15 p.m. last Sunday, a yellow Nova fes-
N tooned with pictures from the December issue
‘of Penthouse magazine and “wanted” posters
- of  publisher Bob Gugcignne 'pulled into’ the
igarhnglotoi the Playboy Club at. 120th and 1
. ts‘l\*"\

DA AR ev‘“ P

; pom-mobﬂe‘ ~along with-a

- blow=up teenage'sex doll- wae Nikki Craft, foun-
‘der of the Preying:Mantis Wornen’s Brigade and

' organizer -6f the, Midwest ' Rampage Agamst
Pentho“se‘. A Z' 7(:;‘ ur‘&n; o _‘ .
"theCn& and & helper uedthe doll pur#
pottedly advertised ‘as’ having ““three” hungry
orifi,” t0 & tree, Melissa Farley held up an 1ssue '

of Penthouse to Teporters and cameras.’

B “Marketing of women
1 'know. some of you won't be able to use
ftheseimageeon’l‘.v.. " said Farley, a tall, bes-
‘pectacled. clinical psychologist from lowa City,
Jowa, “although they’re sold at B. Daltons and
_convenience 8to mout the country.
They represept the’ (bjectification, &# ;
‘women, the marketing of women by the $8
billion-a-year porn industry that is endangemm A
thehvuq(wome.n.” e

Farley and Craft, who also (ounded the Cxt~ _
‘lzens for Media Responsibility Without Law, .
had just returned from Lincoln Saturday night
aftermembendtheirorgxmuuamtoreup
copies of -Penthouse in five stores, garnering -
11 citations for vandalism, dimrbingthepuee ’
and obstructing a udewalk. :

" Craft said the Rampage, which started in Oc-
" tober, had been dedicated to the memory of
-Jean Fewel, an 8-year-old Chinese girl killed in.
‘ﬁortwaollnl foundnpedandhangnmﬁ'om
j‘;ttee.

| '“'I‘hese o8 (photos in
ma.ge.zines ch:as Pent-
“house) ma.ke mylife dan-
_gerous B I .
ing women to walk into -
the stores that sell them
-and'rip.themiup.” SRR

E ""&“ i

et ‘—Melissa Fa.rley

, T Oné of the Penth’ouﬁ'e'bhotoo held up byFar- ~
‘Ieydeptctedalapamewomboundand .

. ing from & tree. :,4 ? ;X 'v’
5 “These images make my . dangerous, ;

. said Farley, “We're encouraging women to walk .
ipto the stores that sell them and np them up.'?

T Will not ‘stop :
‘r”""We call Wom women'to break any 1aw that'.
"discriminates‘aminsmhcm :paid Craft, “and.
o ignore any Gustont that' promotes their sec- .
“iond-class citizenship,- We will not. stop,,and we .

,;wlu not be rehabilitated by jail. "} i 4% ¢

+*'When asked abotit laws 4gainst thé's destruc-

" tion of pnvate property, Ctaft said the acts did .

'.consmute “civil disobediénce but did not mean

, Ih¢ group advocated censorshlp. 4

§" “When the founding father$ of this country

_"threw tea from British ghips,in Boston harbor,
they weren 't opposihg capltahsm " “she said,

'f'and we're not opposmg the right of anyone to
_print what they want. "l‘hey were protesting
“lack:of proper representatxon. and that’s what

. we're domg v

.\ Farley explamed that 75 mdwxduals had been

. arrested in the five states visited by the groups -
80 far: Iowa. Cahforma. chonsm, lllmms and
Nebraska U VLSRN

: - She said arralgnments on the charges re-
sultmg from, their actnoqs in meoln Saturday

~would be handed down n early ‘March.

“We wil plead not guilty," aﬂe said. -

} Craft said the group’s next stop would be a
,B, Dalton book store. The groups had targeted
B ‘Dalton’ s, Craft said, because the stores were
. ‘the largest; du:tnbum o( Peathouse in the
Umted States.” . <"

““Two diys earlier, Craft had explained her
‘ mgvga;ent and the events that led to her in-

SR,

t




e "‘As soon as socnety calls them the bigots that
they are, you won't find (these) magazines
" being sold in every store, You won't need the

. gqvemment te get it out.”

-Craft said that many of the arrests resulting
from the groups’ actions were never brought
ta trial. She pointed out the case of her topless
Cape Cod action. -

lndefensrble
“When they saw we were going to fight the
- law in court, they dropped the charges. They
know how indefensible their laws are,” she said.

Craft and Farley showed many of the same
_images used in Craft’s presentation at the Play-
boy Club. They declined to tear up the Pent-
house there, saying that they’d wait till they
got to the book store and use one off its shelves,

After being told to leave the Playboy Club’s
“private property” by an unidentified man,
Craft, Farley and seven to 10 supporters went
to the B. Dalton bookstore at 5106 S. 108th
St.

At the bookstore, signs with enlargements
of the Penthouse photos with captions reading
“Brought to you by Canon” and other adver-
tisers in the magazine were handed out to mem-
bers of the group. While Craft and Farley went
inside, the sign-holders stood outside before
cameras from local television stations and
chanted slogans, mcludmg “Violence in the me-
dia equals violence in society,” and “Pomog-
“raphy is the theory. rape is the practice.”

g Out of stock
s lnmde Craft.and Farley usked- lttendants
*ﬁm they. kept their. pOrOREaphy. . .

o~ A

Playboys md Penthou,ses,'? _

e i{vmﬂen enjoy bemg raped eujoy*bemg umgga, "Wewere just here twodayaago,” emd Far-
' Wtdy 50 le attmdet[ the " dered, It is a misrepresentation of women.thati: ley “and mu had them then." e '
?’mm‘vmammmamotm"lsusedtoseﬂ.WomsbodiesmmedtOBeﬂ,@ i

Fister; who had commited ucide: - ! €767y imaginabl type.of product.

-Craft said writings found after her death inice.+ . Sbe specifically pointed o the advestisers .

.. N 'Craft ha& brought the. copy that had been,
£ dicated that she st her wrists and took an . the Peathouse December kisue. ! 4 heldup at the Playboy Club, and she and Farley
soverdose of prescribed antidepressant medr- “These oompames shOuldbebo'/entted.v'nhe Gtood in‘front to the rack they saxd the mag-
sreation because she felt she didn't measure up { e

» “said, “Sanyo, Casio, Magnavox, Canoni; Pana- azmes_ had been : displayed on! "' “w
,»toaodetfy'umdm:ds'offem.ebautyandbe-‘ 'Sonic are all using vaoleme agamst women “Somehbwan image ofd tortured stnpped :

mtg ﬂ%’
ooy 4 and muulated woman is described as Eexual en-
47 vy tertainment,” said Farley, as she and Craft held ..
“menmoletshted magd}ineg 3 with ithe magazine between ‘them before the T.V.-
ki beyou s;%edes: Enenf mwmien wygcycameras. “This type of i unagery promotes vio-
‘hou ves Deing janned a theiy heads 7" . against, womegt. This is how we respond
se, because they can't live up to these il % shoved into toilets, ask yoursdvea why nothing o that portrayql , .
;lusions. They are forced ta live their whole lives " in the warld is sacred except 4.'; their precious Catt and' F Iey "*;;” be h
 hever qmte oontented wlth themselves.t ;< "+ magazines on hewsstards, asd why they can ;. and’ Farley ‘then began tearmg the
“ Craft was " careful to *th that h& btm 2dvocate the rape of women and be able to stay. ;.. Penthouse into small, stpps throwmg them to
“{zations were : not against sex, nudity of freedom*: O NEWS stands completely unmolested, safe un- " the floor. | E ‘”.JI’ S
y of expresion. She showed lides of herself and et the First Amendméat™ {85 Mo Craft explained while 'she was'tearing the
¥:members of her groups being arrested;at Cape ™ % , magazine that B, Dalton’s office had conferred
#Cod for going topless in protest of what she . “‘We wa,nt 'pomography with her by phone and said that the company’s
: called the "hypocnsy" that allowed mes to re- t ak 6 ‘out ;[ Om : d, i’ b _._dnstribuuon policy was being reviewed. She said
. move their shirts on a"hot- day but ’feqwred 3 n ;’ ul} 9

A "‘that ‘corporations decide what they will distrib-
%;women to caver their. breasts. o the bed a,nd put ,on OOffee *ute and what they won't and the First Amend-

“Craft went on to stow slides from Penthqt.se ‘ mttd\:g?ntt ::) blige them to sell anything they
b magazme portraying Jap.mese women tied With ° . MDY
““ropes, hung from trees or’ cast on rodts wnth ¥ She said the company s attltude showed that
~their hands bound ! tactlcs of her group were: workmg :

 She showed a series of shdes from ;Htrstler s After the magazine was destroyed, one of the
' magazine that had been titled “Dream Lover.” . , #:men:in Craft's group picked up the pieces and
deplctmg a mian in black leather beating a nude - ’ K 'kgd an attendant’ where she would like to
¥'woman and & one poini, pushmg her ez into” % She explamed the name of' one ﬁf her organe have ‘them thrown away. The woman offered
" a toilet. - - . izations, Citizeas for Media Respons:bnhty *himi' d‘trash ¢an behind the counter..
:,'"z Another series from Hustlerx

sl‘owed a.  Without Law. - 11 ~ e ‘.%1; Whén asked how she felt about the store she
, Woman being gang-raped onapoolta}zle Craft .. "We-don't need laws to”get’ this otI the 3,fworked for carrying the magazines, the at.
. pointed out that this series ran several months shelves of every store we walk into. We don’t ¢ tendant said, “We carry a lot of things [ don't

before a woman was raped on a pocl table by need the government saying ‘gel it out.’ We- » personally buy. but no one (orces me to buy

several men in a New Bedford Mass. bar. - . want pornography taken out from under.the i, them.” - .

* bed and put on coffee tables. Wa'want it dis~ -

While not dramng any paralieis between the . : Craft spent the rest of the time in the store
-two, Craft did show a page from Hustler that cussed and rejec ted a lies and standeg.f ‘.talking to reéporters about'future actions. She
“appeared after the New Bedford xnc:dent. It - “We want women to real:u that hztnng vi-w said the group was headed for Illinois and then

depicted a postcard of a nude woman on a pool  olent pornography that representsiwomen® * North Carolina,
table. thh the capuon “Greetmgs from New  being raped and erjoying it is like J_ews hmng.
;’M“d :  Nazi material in their own house,, " customers in the store that private property

‘“Craft, who said she herself had been raped *  “People who- beljevié" stereotypea ‘and lieo * should be left alone, Craft said, “Some people
atkmfe~pomt when she was 15, maintained that - about'other human beings are bigots, and men - have gotten very angry. They think we're
men beheved the images they saw in ~pubha . who believe lies abou: women being pasnvund  against the First Amendment. But I think we’re
Sions, L : , e %" educating people.”

3. Never content
{7 %Not all women slit their wrists,” wﬂCraft‘%
"“They die inside with Valium, thhdwnin'

3

" Referring to comments from several of the




Craft fights

ft
poirn through

radical action

by Sue Burke o
“The rampage started last October in -
Des ‘Moines, lowa. A group of women
and men entered the Blue Nude Book-

store and laler that same day the ™'

Bachelor's Library. At each store they

tore up a copy of Hustler magazine. *

They were arrested. "
‘In November, they were atrested
again at a third Des Moines bookstore, .

again tearing up Hustler, along with -
Loy

committing vendalism. SN
*In December, they took their rampage
to California, Wisconsin, and Illinois, .
while continuing their destruction in
lowa. They tore up Hustler'and Pent.
house, burned'Penthouse publisher Bob

The May ‘Penthouse’ maga-
Zine featured a centerfold of a
nude ‘woman with 'a -news-
paper nearby telling of .the
strangulation murder:of a
woman., . e
“This Is the support network:
for political terrorists of wom-_ -
en,” Craft explained. “It's ‘a .
real ;attempt to legitimize
vidlent pornography. It's too "
much to bear that these kinds
of . profits - are made off of
~Norhen.”

Suécione’ in effigy, ‘and made state- ..

ments to the media. Often, they were
irrested, jailed, and fined.
In. 1985, they've been to five states
. ind plan te take the “Rampage Against
Penthouse sr:d Hustler” to incre cities,
serhaps including Chicago. They ori-
jinally called themselves the Preying’
Mantis Women's Brigade (with an
ictive. men's auxiliary), but after-
neeting a ‘conservative group called
Sitizens for Deceny Through Law, they
‘ormed Citizens for Media Responsibili-
y Without Law, also called Outlaws fo
Social Responsibility. L
The ringleader is Nikki Craft.
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“warpaint, . . T L )
+ Craft wants you to-look Bt {he

" magazines she tears up. “All too often
. ";eritics of pornography- are stereotypes
hs censors,” she explainedﬁﬂenﬂl:o"tfﬁé; ‘

:in favor of nudity and sensuality:
oppose “censorship andviolent, pong-
“graphy. o P R i
" *Hiding: it (through censo¥sh{p),
‘would’ short-circuit the .process of
discussion. of what it is. People need to
examine it. Men who read-it need totie.
seen as bigots,” Craft said.-"We want &
society -that . will not tolefate making
.« violence and pain look attractive,”
* It all started five years ago, she said,
" when Hustler ran its "women as meat"
issue; which featured-a cover ph6ioof a
-wofnan:being ground into hamburger.
;The ‘rampage against Hustler was
“renewed ‘and extended to Penthouse
after its December, 1984, igsue included

-~

. pictures of Asian women tied up, hung

from trees, and hurled onto rocks, allin
isexual provocative positions_and clo-

i

“thing, *_ - Y

A new Penthouse Publ'i'(-:aﬁuﬁsh'mag'n-.

...zine, New Look, added fuel to the fire.

Its premier May issue described itself
as a “high energy” video-style magazine
., of “action, adventure, and beautiful

" women." It alternated photo documen-

taries of military commando units or
.big-game hunters with photos of wo-
men with ropes. trussed -tightly.into

- their genitals, women being threatened

with weapons, and more hanging Asian
women. LT '
. The May Penthouse magazine fea-
tured a centerfold of a nude woman with
a newspaper nearby telling of the
“strangulation murder of a woman.

“This is the support network for

See CRAFT page sgq

»» PANYIN
_ allowed “discreet pleasure...from the
v portrayed transgression of another

CRAFT.

* Continued from page 81 - )

~ political terrorists of.women,” Craft

explained. "It's a real attempt to

".legitimize violent pornography. It's too

much to bear that these kinds of profits
are made off of women." .

Pornography has become a life and

" death issue for women, she said.

Citizens for Media Responsibility fights

it with civil disobedience and demands

% "corporate and individual responsibili-

“ty" for “the multi-billion-dollar porno-

-;..graphy industry [that] disseminates
" “ hateful propaganda that results in real

“harm to real women."
- Craft moved to Oshkosh, Wis., last
year to work for the Naturist Society,
which promotes nudity, A ceramic
artist by training, her home is crowded
with art, books, filing cabinets, unfiled
papers, and' memorabilia’ from more
than a decade of activism. - -
With a soft Texas accent, she pulled
. out magazines, album covers, slides,
flyers. and media reprints to demon-
strate exactly what she means when she
talks about.violent pornography and
the effect activism can have in stopping
it. L :
She joked that she is trying to set a
- world record for arrests; she's up to 35
arrests so far. She told how her work is
constrained by its unpaid nature, but
not by lack of ideas-or support.
Her career-as ‘a-!'volunteer social
“servant” for socialichange may have
been inspired by memories of her own
. rape 20 years agoatage 15 at knifepoint.
Police refused to take action against the
man, who eventually raped seven other
women and served-one year in jail.
- One of Craft's first efforts was the
1874 founding of Women Armed for
Self-Protection in Dallas, Tex., which

\

e o~

taught women how to use guns, “Men
and women were created equal,” read
one of the group's posters, “and Smith &
Wesson makes damn sure it stays that
way.” T e
In 1975 she disrupted a Rockwell
International stockholder's meeting to
protest the B-1bomber. Two years later,
the Kitty Genovese Women's ‘Project
published the names of rapists in Dallas
County. s
" While attending college in Texas, she
‘fought censorship in order to show
films from the New York Women's Film
Festival that were ‘deemed pornogra--
, phic by the local vice squad. -
In: 1870 she destroyed copies ‘of a
records by a group called Scorpion that

-had a nude 12-year-old girl seductively

* posed on the cover with broken glass in
her vagina. It and other records, such as
“Black and Blue" by the Rolling Stones,

T- “trivializes and:eyen ‘encourages vio-

- lence," Craft said. - Ce
In 1980, while attending the Unjver-

. gity of California at Santa Cruz, she

..destroyed a gpecial showing at the

..-8chool library of 10 prints called “The
. Incredible Gase of the-Stack O'Wheat .

Murders." In the photos, the female

~ victims were depicted nude, splattered
- with chocolate syrup to depict blood.
+Nearby . each .was a stack of wheat

.pancakes. ,
The photographer's pamphlet accom-
the show said the photos

+.body.” The vast amounts of syrup were
s~ humorous," '

. "Craft, commenting 'that “Blacks

“wouldnot tolerate the *humorous' prints
- of Klan lynchings,” tore up the prints
. ‘and doused them with chocolate syrup.

- She .called her work, carefully photo-



graphed, “The Incredible gféck O'Pijini;_ ~ Cratt” éxplained, "We know it's not
' - "going \to solve anything by taking off

Mutilation.”

. -Later, after she was nominated for a
‘tatpus awdd by her arresting officer,
a college official, and 400 students, she
donated another copy of prirts and a
book about the controversy to the
librawy, “I did not want the right nor the
responsibility to make the decisions"
ibout what belongs: in libraries, she
explained.

During the next few years in Santa
Cruz, Craft helped stage colorful
protests and made connections between
two issues: the Miss California beauty
pageant and anti-nudity laws.
~ At the pageant, raw meat was tossed
on ‘stage, blood strewn outside, and
floats including a woman wearing 35
pounds of lunch meat under the slogan
“judge meat not women” was paraded
around the city. In 1983, during a
protest with the theme “weight sla-
very," Craft vomited Kellogg's Corn
Flakes and.Nestle Crunch Bars.
+Kellogg's and. Nestle .are important
Ysponsors .of the pageant, and the corn
{flake box has featured pictures of
ibeauty queens. e
§ -1t is telling, according to Craft, that
the Jaycees, who often organize beauty.
pageants, do not allow women mem-
bers.. “Here i8 a bunch of to-be busi-
hessmen learning how tn sell women's:
bodies. ‘That’s pimping. There are
empires_ being built‘on the bodies of
fvomen.” : ' : <
< The pageants are “just a front to find’
éhe women that [commercial sponsors)
gleedjto fit. into their narrow niold. It is °
incredibly arrogant that a small gronp .
of volunteers and corporations can get .
together and pick the representative of '
all women,” Craft’said. ° - o
& The mold is so narrow, she said, that .
An 10 years, Miss California has had
only a one-inch. variation in her figure. -
That-narrow mold encourages eating
disorders such as anorexia and bule- .

" ‘mia~self-starvation and forced vomit-

ing—~to achieve the “perfect” figure.

£ To highlight that, Craft, crowned as 5

#Myth California,” threw up the spon-

‘imr"s products, satirizing it as a “small” *

price to pay” to fit-into the "mold of
white womanhood.”

3: Other pageant protests, which got
Craft arrested for illegal uses of corn
flakes, stressed that using women to
sell products endorsed women as sexnal
objects and thus endorsed rape. “If

products can't se!l on their own merit

then they shouldn't be sold,” she

declared.

Men not only try to control how
women look, she 3aid, but try to control
what women can do with their looks.
That is why she promotes nudity.

Craft was arrested in 1982 for.
sunbathing topless on a beach. This led
to a series of protests, on both the West
and East Coasts, and to the formation of
theé “Cross Your Heart Support Net-
work.” The network organized 100
topless women ani men for a rally in
downtown Santa Cruz on the day of the
city's annual Fies'a Day Parade.

Nudity laws, sh¢ said, “enable men to
undress us when they want us undres-
sed. They want their fantasy protected.
They want their women flat on their

~-backs, silent, airb ‘ushed, and hairless.”
Wemen, in swim suits or in the nude,
can be trotted out with male permission
only to sell products or to satisfy the sex
industry. '
. Topless laws may seem trivial, Craft
admitted, but only “as trivial as where
ou sit on a bus.” Nudity laws are one
ar in a cage, she said.

‘The Cross Your Heart Support Net-
work puts it this way: “Pornography's
eight billion doilar a year industry
requires strict adherance to puritanical

.ethics. To market "he toriure, rape, and
maiming of women in the name of ‘ree
_speech and enterteinment requires first
and foremost that women's bodies be .

viewed as ‘forbidden fruit,” -

A h

our shirts. Men do more to keep women
inline thanthe law does” by threatening
‘women who act out of line with rape.
-An anonymous male caller to a Cross
Your Heart member labeled the group
as “dykes” who “need a big cock shoved -
down your throat."
Commercial sales of products using
women's bodies has caused gexual-
images of women to become more
~violent, Craft said. “Just cunt shots of

~women have stopped selling so they've

had to move into. violence to sell

~-magazines. They do It ta. promote -

advertisers. Advertisements appeal to

:. dreams, fears, hopes, and insecurities to -
. -get people to buy products,” Craft said.:
" :What works for ads to control con-:
.-sumer purchases also works for.the'

articles and photos that compose the.

; com;xlt of a magazine, she said. “It's a
= bill

goods," she said, for publishers
“to turn around and say the content—:

-the very meat of what they sell—is not

going to affect us.” She cites a Hustlers

.photo display of a woman being gang’

raped on a pool table as an example.

‘Three months after it appeared, a

woman was gang raped on a pool table
in New Bedford, Mass. She supports the
idea that “"violent pornography. is.the

theory—rape is the practice.”, =~ ' .-

In 1981, Preying Mantis Women's
Brigade and its auxiliary declared that
'Hustler magazine has been tearing up

“‘'women long enough. Now..it's time for:

women {o tear up Hustler.” During the .
first week, 550 copies of the magazine

i ‘were .destroyed. -By.the end of -the

.campaign, 25 stores dropped the publi~*
‘cation from its sales. ™ ii-'w

Those that did not received an award :
in the form of an ejaculating penis for"
“acting to protect men's right to rape.”
The penis award “works wonders for
keeping us from being aligned with the
right wing,” Craft said.

The Brigade focuses on what Craft. ..

calls “illegal tactics with a media focus.
We always discuss .first amendment
rights. We always discuss nudity,"” The -
group calls for more, not: less, of both. -
Sex is not obscene, the Brigade and its
allied organizations stress. .

. That attitude, Craft has found, is not

- the attitude of those who have created

many of our current laws. The laws are
so contradictory, she said, that she was
once arrested for opening a Penthouse
in a shopping ‘mall and showing it to-

. passing shoppers. - '

She stresses that h‘eii tactits and
philosophy are not the only possibili-

‘ties. "We need a lot of approaches,” "

Craft said, voicing respect for the'work
of Andrea Dworkin and Katherine A.
McKinnon, who favor outlawing—vie.

h A N -
-~

lent pornography. Craftsaid their work ~*
écause’it-has

"has" been” importafit”
established violent pornography as a
. violation of women's righi”,to’ safety
‘rather than as obscenity or lewdness.
Craft and the Rampage Against
Penthouse and Hustler are advocating a
boycott against Penthouse advertisers:
Panasonic, Canon, Magnavox, .Sanyo,
Casio, and B. Dalton book distributors.
"The Preying Mantis Brigade is urging
Gucoione, the Penthouse publisher, to
take off his clothes, dress up like one of
his models, and pose for the camera.
... Craft encouraged men to be involved.
*"It's really important for ‘men to
-evaluate and make statements on

. pordography instead of apologizing for
it.”

She offered few comments on the
issue of gay male pornography. “It’s not
my place” to tell gay men what to do, she

- gaid. “That's their territory.” But she
cautioned that pornography for women

has gone from fantasy to horrible

reality.and urged gay men fo be careful
about the commercial fetish of violence
. and sex. L

" Craft had "advice for activists. Op-
pression is 8o complex that to contem-
plate action of all of it {s “immobilizing."
Instead, she sald, “take an area and
work on it,"

And, she added, be sure to document
it. Her actions often appeal to the media
so that the acts will be recorded for all
* women and men—and if the media
““'won't be there, she has sometimes hired
s . her own photographer. ,
"My responsibility is to push society

* ““even as little as [ can in the right:

““direction,” she said. “We have to make
* people responsible for what they do."
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