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»/HALL ~ ANNEX, 57 INMAN STREET, CAMBRIDGE 02139

August 16, 1977

To The Honorable, the City Council:

Dear Couacillors:

SUBJECT: Petition to Rezone. the Essex/Prospect Streets Area

In accordance with Chapter 40A of the General Laws, the Planning Board

held a public hearing oa Tuesday, June 7, 1977, on the petition of Clifford
Tpuesdell et al to rezone land generally bounded by the centerline of Pros-

pect Street, a line 100' distant from and parallel to the northeastern

streetline of Bishop Allen Drive, the ceaterline of Norfolk Street and a

seriea of lot lines abuiting Harvard Street. The area abutting Prospect

Street (see attached map) is proposed to be rezoned from a Business A ; .
designation to a Residence C-1 designation. The area abutting Essex and - '
Norfolk Streets is proposed to be rezoned from 2 Resmeace C-1 designation

to 2 Rezidence B designation. ‘ L _ o

The Character of the Prospect/Essex/Norfolk Strests Area o

With the advent of the Industri/al‘Revolution a concurrent growth in residential
development and population took place in what is now Neighborhood 4., By the
eaxly Tweatieth Century Naighborhood 4 had bacome what it would remain
through the 1950's, a fully developed working class and lower middle class

" residential/industrial community.

In the late 1950's and early 1960's, the drop"in the number of available blue
collar jobg, coupled with the develormen: of residential suburbs, caused an
out migration of families from Neighborhood 4. These families have been
replaced over the years by young single parsons and other nonfamily occupanta.
The petition area is a case in point. The area a2long Prospect Street reflects - °
the intermingling of Business uses and Residential uses with business begin-
ning to predominate. The Essex Street-Norfolk Street area consists of the
one, two, and three family frame structures on small lots which were origin.
ally developed in the area. This petition reflects an attempt to protect the
residential area at Essex and Norfolk Streets from the encroachment of older
land use patiterns as exist on Prospect Street.
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RECOMMENDATION

The Planning Board has long held that established residential neighborhoods,
suitable as family environments, should bz protected. However, the Plan-
ning Board feels that the petitioners' proposal is excessive because the °
rezoning of the Essext Street/Norfolk Strest section to Residence B would - .
bring the allowed denaity below the existing density for the area. In addition',"{'
| the rezoning of the Prospact Street section to Residence C-1 would prohibit .
the establishment of new business uses and the recoastruction of existing = =
business uses which had been more than 50%/destroyed. Y

The petitioners were apprised of the Planring Board's new view when informed
that the Board could not recommend approval of the patltmn as it stood.
After discussion, the petitioners agreed that the Planning Board recommend
approval of their petition with the followiag amnndmen '

~Ehat the Essex/Norfolk Street area of the peti'tion, prdposed
‘to be rezoned to Residence B, remain in its existing Resi-
: dence C-1 deaignation, and;
that the Prosuect Street area of the petztwn p*oposnd to L
be rezoned to Rasxde'_xcp C-1, be rezoned to Busmeas A-l,

The Planning Board therefore recommeuds thaf' this pehtxcm. be APPROVED
with the above amendment, e B

Re spectfully submitted,
or tas Camo; idgs I lanmncr Board

Arthur C, Parris, Chairman

b j

'+ Attachment ‘ B , .




CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139
Tel. 876-6800

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
JAMES L. SULLIVAN .
City Manager October 17, 1977

To the Honorable, the City Council:

d
I transmit Q@rewith communication from Arthur C. Paris,
Chairman of the Cambridge Planning Board, dated August 16,

1977, relative to a petition to rezone the Essex/Prospect

Streets area.

Very truly yours,

mes L. Sullivan

JLS/b
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Aéenda #15
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57
Re: Planning Board recommendation on the
petition to rezone the Essex/Prospect St.
areae

In City Council,
October 17, 1977
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