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_ To The Honorable, the City Couacil:

DeaLr CouAcillcjjr8: "

.

SUBjECT: Petition to R?ZCmer the E33ex/Prc)3p?ct Streets Area
P

F

. In, accordaace with Chapter 40A of the General Laws, the PIannio.g Board
held a public h2arirlg oij Tuesday, June 7, 1977, o:i the petition of Clifford,,

Tµue3dell et al to rezcme land generally bcmaded by the centerline of Pro3-\ " ,'

pect Street, a Hr? 100' dhtant from and parallel to the northemterii
streetline of Bishojj Allen Drive, the"ceaterliae oi Norfolk Street and a
serie3 of lot liRe3 abuttixig Harvard SfremE. The area abutting Proz:pect
Street (see attacMd map) 13 pro?o!3ed tcj be rezoned from a Bu3irle33 A C

de3ignation to a Re3idenee C-l des:igaati:m. The area abutting Essex and '

Norfd!< Street3 jgj propc)ged to be rezcnzed from a P,e3ideAce C-I designation "

. - to a Re'eiidence B deMgnation. "

/
. The Character of the Pro'sp?ct/E33ex/NDrfolk StreeU Area '

,.

" \

With the advent Df thC Indl13tri/al
Revolutioa a coacurrent growth iii re3id·gmtial

d?vzlejpmeat and oopuiation fc}ok ?lace iri what is aow Neighborhood 4t 13V the
\ early T7kg^ti?th Ccmtury ijkighborhood 4 bad tmcome 'Rtat it LyDuid racaaia

through thu i950b, a §uily developed workiiig cla3& ami Lower m,idc!!e c!a.gs
," re3idential/iadu3trial cOmmunity.

r

in the late 1950's and oarZy 1960%, the drop"iri the number oi available blue
collar jc)bs, ccmpl'ed 'with the developmzmt cjf residential suburb3, cau3ed an
oct migraticm of familie3 £roµi Neighborhood 4. These families have been -

replaced over the year3 by young single p?zuk>q3 and oEher nonfamily occupantm/

' The petition area is a ca32 in poiat. The area along PrD3pect Street renect8 ' '.

the intermingling of Bu3ille33 tl3C3 and Re3idei!tial usea with bu3inejj3 begin- "'.t
niag to predcnr.inate. The Essex Street-Ncelblk Street area con3igt8 of the

.. . ,
' one, two, and three family frame struc,kires on small lots which were origin-

ally developed iii the area. Thig petition reflects art attempt to protect t,he
reOdemtial area at Es8ex and Ncmfolk stTeet3 from the encroachment of ?lder
Lirul me patterm as exbt on Pro3pect Street.
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The Honorable, the City Con_aci1 ?age 2. August 16, 1977
., . ....,. _
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REC OMMENDA TION
. - .-"""." : - -

' ' \

, The Planning Board ha3 long held that establkhed re!3idential neighborhoo&, ." :
suitable a3 family ei]vironment8, should !j? protected. HOwever, the Plan- '_"':,_

ning Board feeb that the petitic)ners3' pro?o3al 18 ?xce33ive became the '. " ' ,.""'".

rezcmiag of the Essext Street/Norfolk Street Electic)rt to R83iden'ca B would ".--
'"

bring the allowed demity below the exisMng denUty for the area. hi addition, "

I the rezoning of the Pri»pect Street secticm tjj ReUdence C-l would prohibit
",

the e3tablighment of new bu3ine33 use3 zrtd tb8 reconstruction of exkting
'

bnshle33 u3eS which had been more than 50% Luestroyed.

The 'petitimers were appri32d of th2 P!=2i2g 3oard's new view «h,ebi int£0rmed

that the 8Darci could njjt recc)mrnel1d 2??rc)ya! of the peti{ion a3 it stood.
After discussiion, th2 petitimnerei agreed tbat the- Plan-ning Board recommend
approval of their petition with the followMg amendment:

L

That th:z E3s3ex/Norfolk Street' area of the petitimn, proDD3ed
.

to be rezoried tij Rmiderice 3, remaia in itsj exi3tiRg Reaai-
,

dence C-l de3ignation, anti;
r

that the Prc)3pect Street are2 of tbe ?etitic)n, propo3ed to
be rezoLLed to Emidence C-l, be rezoned to Bus3ine83 A·-1.

The Planning Board therefore recorrlmemd3 that thi3 petiticm be APPROVED
with the above amendment.

Re s?ectnjlly submitted,
C

,

For Uj113 Ca:"rujridg'3 Plaaning 3oard

" Qj_CM»
,, Arttmr C. Parri3: Chairman

" "

-

.
'

4

Acp:jp "
-

"

'

. .·; - :"
' Attachment t;'.: ,,:

'."",

. ,
· " - · :

§

% . "
.

.
. ...., . ..

. .
.

: " ' -

.
"::'

^
.

I

.

j



t
em"

)J '

',

.n
,9:

51:0:,s.1Nsr,zk,j,

,E
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'^"" "" "^"^""""°""Tel. 876-6800

t

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

JAMES L. SULLIVAN

City Manager October 17, 1977
L

'P

' To the Honorable, the City Council:

I transmit
&with communication from Arthur C. Paris,

.

Chairman of the Cambridge Planning Board, dated August 16,

.

1977, relative to a petition to rezone the Essex/Prospect

Streets area.

'

,. Very truly yours,

AA "LA~'
mes L. Sullivan

ity Manager '

jLS/b
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