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IN CITY COUNCIL

November 25, 1996

COUNCILLORTRIANTAFILLOU
VICE MAYOR BORN
COUNCILLORDAVIS
COUNCILLORDUEHAY
COUNCILLORGALLUCCIO
COUNCILLORREEVES
COUNCILLORSULLIVAN
COUNCILLORTOOMEY

WHEREAS: Incidents of anti-gay harassment continue to occur in the Cambridge public
schools with alarming frequency; and

WHEREAS: Such harassment--whether it be in the nature of physical assaults or verbal abuse -

- in and of itself is reprehensible and must not be tolerated; and

WHEREAS: Massachusetts has enacted legislation prohibiting such discriminatory behavior in
the public schools; and

WHEREAS: Lawsuits in other states alleging failure to protect an individual from such
harassment and related abuse has resulted in million dollar settlements (see

attached article); now therefore be it

RESOLVED: That the City Manager be and is hereby directed to confer with the School
Department and the Superintendent of Schools in order to ascertain whether

sufficient policy directives and [raining are in place to prevent anti-gay
harassment from escalating to violence and whether all administrators,principals
and teachers are following said directives; and be it further

RESOLVED: That the City Clerk send a copy of this resolution to the School Committee and
that the City Manager report back to the City Council at its next December
meeting.

In City Council November 25, 1996
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A tmeco,,,
x9· )na7 E)^u'i7

ATTEST:-
D. Margaret Drury

City Clerk
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fjV'
' Councilor Triantafillou
I

;

WHEREAS: Incidents of anti-gay harassmentcontinue to occur in theI

Cambridge public schools with alarming frequency; and

' WHEREAS: Such harassment
-- whether it be in the nature of physicalI

assaults or verbal abuse
-- in and of itself is reprehensible and must not be

} tolerated; and

)

WHEREAS: Massachusettshas enacted legislation prohibiting such
discriminatorybehavior in the public schools; and

)

WHEREAS: Lawsuits in other states alleging failure to protect an individual
from such harassment and relaCd abuse has msulted in niillion dollar
settlements (see attached article); now therefore, be it

i

RESOLVED: That the City Manager be and is hereby directed to confetwith
the School Department and the Superintendent of Schools in order to
ascertain whether suhicientpolicy directives and training are in place to
prevent anti-gay harassment from escalating to violence and whether all

1

administrators, principals and teachers are following said directives; and
fiirther be it

' RESOLVED: That rhe City Clerk send a copy of this resolution to thei

School Committee and that the City Manager report back to the City Council
at its next December meeting.

i

j

,
1

)

)

1

:

!

)



,

Ccm-1o¶

1"°'";:"""""-.

Qhty uf Qkinthri0µ
i ':',:,:'c:::,,"s,Q"j

!
%%/i¥,

DON,¶' 38.

IN CITY COUNCIL

November 25, 1996

COUNCILLORTRIANTAFILLOU

WHEREAS: IncidCnts of anti-gay harassment continue to oCcur in the Cami)ridge pui)lic
schools with alarming frequency; and

WHEREAS: Such harassment--whether it be in the nature of physical assaults or verbal abuse -

- in and of itself is reprehensible and must not be toleratjAj and
2:-54,

. "7k
X

WHEREAS: Massach.usetts has enacted legislation prohibiting such diScrgninatorybehavior in
the public schools; and '¥'-

.. ,

WHEREAS: Lawsuits in other states alleging failure to protect an"individua1 from such

harassment and related abuse has resulted in million' dollar settlements (see

attached article); now therefore be it 'd"'
Ic- '

":'

RESOLVED: That the City Manager be and is hereby directed to CoMer with the School
·q :.

Department and the Superintendent of Schools in ordet,,to ascertain whether

sufficient policy directives and training are in plaie'i"to prevent anti-gay

harassment from escalating to violence and whether all administrators, principals
and teachers are following said directives; and be it further

RESOLVED: That the City Clerk send a copy of this resolution to the School Committee and

that the City Manager report back to the City Council at its next December
meeting.
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