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IN CITY COUNCIL
August 4, 1997

VICE MAYOR BORN
COUNCILLOR DAVIS
COUNCILLOR GALLUCCIO
COUNCILLOR REEVES

MAYOR RUSSELL
COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN
COUNCILLOR TOOMEY
COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

This City Council was deeply saddened at learning of the death of
Irwin Rosen on June 25, 1997 at the age of 93; and

Irwin Rosen was a longtime resident of Cambridge who owned and operated,
since 1951, Mandrake Books in Harvard Square, one of the finest independent
bookstores in the country; and

Irwin was born in New York City, grew up in the Bronx and attended Morris
High School; he went on to Harvard College where he majored in the classics and
literature while starring in the tennis team, and he graduated magna cum laude
in 1925; and

I‘rwin married his college sweetheart, the late Rose Koral, and moved to New
York City where he taught high school, entered the doctoral program at Columbia
University and worked for several Jewish philanthropic organizations; and

During the late 1930’s, Irwin worked in Paris and Amsterdam, just ahead of the
Nazi take over to obtain emigration visa for Jews, facing Nazi persecution and
internment. After the war, he facilitated the emigration of concentration camp
survivors to the U.S., Israel and South America; and

As the proprietor of Mandrake Books, Irwin specialized in books in architecture,
philosophy and psychology; he proudly refused to pander to popular tastes and
refused to post in his store the New York Times bestseller list, which he termed
the "Schlock list;" and he was proud that when Harvard dean John Munroe was
disturbed with books that undergraduates were purchasing with their award money
from a college book prize, he insisted they spread their awards only at Mandrake
Books; and



.

WHEREAS: Irwin’s passing will leave a void in the lives of all of his surviving friends and
family, his daughter Diana Miller, his four grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren; and

WHEREAS: Irwin will be sorely missed by all he touched and loved; now therefore be it

RESOLVED: That this City Council go on record extending its deepest sympathy to the family
of Irwin Rosen at this time of such personal loss; and be it further

RESOLVED: That the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to forward a suitably engrossed
copy of this resolution to the Rosen family on behalf of the entire City Council.

In City Council August 4, 1997
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
* Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true copy; . )Y)MTWJ- @flﬂﬁ

ATTEST:-
D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk
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As the proprietor of Mandrake Books, Irwin specialized in books in architecture,
philosophy and psychology; he proudly refused to pander to popular tastes and
refused to post in his store the New York Times bestseller list, which he termed
the "Schlock list;" and he was proud that when Harvard dean John Munroe was
disturbed with books that undergraduates were purchasing with their award money
from a college book prize, he insisted they spread their awards only at Mandrake
Books; and

Irwin’s passing will leave a void in the lives of all of his surviving friends and
family, his daughter Diana Miller, his four grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren; and

Irwin will be sorely missed by all he touched and loved; now therefore be it

That this City Council go on record extending its deepest sympathy to the family
of Irwin Rosen at this time of such personal loss; and be it further

That the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to forward a suitably engrossed
copy of this resolution to the Rosen family on behalf of the entire City Council.
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Consent Order #26 ?.’ /? /mﬁ
Councillor Duehay and entlre membership
re: Resolution on the death of Irwin

Rosen.

In City Council August 4, 1997
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