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@ity of Cambridge

VC“. ¥é
IN CITY COUNCIL
March 31, 1975

ORDERTDS
That this City Council goss on record favoring the passage of
 House 1Y #1803, the sams being “An Act Relative to the Treatment of

Alecholics.”

In City Council Mareh 31, 1975. |
Adoptad by the affirmative vote of € members.

- Attest: - Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.
/
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CENTRAL SQUARE BUSINESS MEN’S ASSOCIATION, Inc

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSE’ITS 02139

i
{;

March 24, 1975

e Honorable Member 0 Cambridge C ouncil

BE: Request For Fayorable p_k_ggoggemggt of Ho gg Bill #4803 S ’;'a"

Our Association requests the favorable consideration by the Cambridge City Counoil of ::: "y
the above-noted legislation, now pending before the Joint Committee of Human Affairs .
and the Elderly. Attached, you will please find a photostatic copy of a letter of CL
transmittal to Representative Michael J. Lombardi, who both introduced our order and A
gupported it, . “ : RPN
After numerous conferences with the Cambridge Police Department, Judges, Lawrence AN
Feloney and Arthur Sherman of the Third Distriet Court of Eastern.Middlesex and a
committee from our Assoclation, Captain Henry Breen of the Cambridge Police Department
drafted an excellent Bill, & photostatic copy of which is also attached hereto. .

Among those appearing to support this Bill were: o o " 3 "(‘
Hon, Lawrence Feloney, Presiding Justice of the Third District Court of Eastern ’

: Middlesex oo
Chief Francis A, Pisani, Cambridge Police Department ' o B
Father John Hinckley, St. Mary's Church of the Annunciation . B

Mr, Brandon Powers, Representing the Cambridge Council of the Aging end the
Committee of the Elders °*

Mr. Mort Arons, President, Central Square RBusinessmen's Associatmn

Mr, Carl F. Barron, Pres1dent Cambridge Préperty Owner's Association

Those at tendlng the Joint meeting on this problem are shown on the 1%45t, da ued Jarua"y §
3, 1975, which includes representatives of the entire business communlty of all Squares f *5.
in the blty of Cambridge. : '

.’l
PV
,

We trust that you will give serious and favorable consideration to endoramg our Bill, - §
which, from a humanitarian point of view will provide compuleory medical treatment to , B‘ w
thooe uuf‘oz tunates who are unable to make decisions of their own. If such a favorable 7, .- ;;}
resolution is given by the Cembridge City Council, may I ask that the original te g

D -
H

forwarded directly to the Joint Committee on Human Affairs and the Elderly, with a  copy. ;.
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By Mr. Lombardi of Cambridge, petition of Michael J. Lombardi S e
for legislation relative to the treatment of alcoholics, Human o '
*Services and Elderly Affairs. :

The @omﬁmntnealtb of 'massacbuzetts Z

- In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five.

AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE TREATMENT OF ALCOHOLICS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in R L &
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as - ' : S
Sfollows: :

' SECTION 1. Section 8 of chapter 111B of the Genéral Laws,
2 as most recently amended by chapter 1143 of the acts of 1973, is
3 hereby further amended by adding at the end of the fourth
4 paragraph the following sentence:—If the person has been
5 taken into protective custody three or more times within the
6 previous 12 months, the officer in charge or designee shall notify
7
8
9
0

n ’
the nearest facility and they shall take him into custody for - N,

treatment for a period not exceeding ten days. If said person ' , N
refuses trcatment he shall be held for the court under provision , ‘ M .
10 of section thirty of chapter one hundred and twenty-three. S L Tl . EZJ
I SECTION 2. Chapter 123 of the General Laws-is hereby | I S Co ;{;‘
2 amended by striking out section 35, as most recently amended - . : : S
3 by section 2 of chapter 643 of the.acts of 1973, and inserting in - ' S o
4 place thereof the following section:;: - ’ g,;
5 Section 35. For the purpose of this section, “alcoholic” shall - ‘ R
6 mean a person who chronically or habitually consumes alcoholic ~ ) g &
7 beverages to the extent that (1) such use substantially injures his ‘ & T .%
8 health or substantially interferes with his social or economic - e r_;‘g
9 functioning, or (2) he has lost the power of self-control over the - o f’ é
10 use of such beverages. kS ?4
11 Any police officer, physician, spouse, blood relative may’ N "»".,‘;g
[2 petition in writing any district court for the order of .- B
| iy
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noclal workers involved, such as Dr, Willlam Clark of the Cambriage Gity nuupLua;.: ‘
and others of the etaff’at both the hogpltal and Detoxification Centers, that these
people are really not criminals, but that the General Court is completely accurate .
in describing them ag being sick, We were then advised that the bulk of the

v
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+ 13 commitment of a person whom he has reason to believe is an
Q_*" 14 alcoholic. Summons to be first issued by the court. If he docs

iz

15 not appear, then a warrant is to be issued.. . _

16 - The person shall have the right to be represented by legal -
17 counsel and may present an independent expert or other
X 18 testimony. If the court finds such person indigent, it shall
o 19 immediately appoint counsel. When the person appears on the
20 summons or the warrant, the court shall order an examination
21 by a qualified physician. N -
99 If after the hearing, the court, based upon competent medical
73 testimony, finds that such person is an alcoholic and there is a
74 likelihood of serious harm as a result of alcoholism, it may order. ) A
25 such. person to be committed for a period not to exceed thitty .~ “f.t R
26 days. : o B
27  Such commitment s all be for the purpose of inpatient care in

28 public or private facilities approved by the department of public

29 health under the provisions of chapter one hundred and eleven B
30 for the care and treatment of alcoholism. The person may be - .
3] committed to the Massachusetts correctional institution at _ ]
37 Bridgewater, if a male, or at Framingham, if a female, provided . - - Y
33 that there are suitable facilities available under chapter one : B ‘
34 hundred and eleven B; and provided, further, that the person so
35 committed shall be houscd and treated separately from
36 convicted criminals. A person so committed may be releascd
37 prior to the expiration of the period of commitment upon
38 determination by the superintendent that release of said pérson
39 will not result ina likelihood of serious harm. Said person shall
40 be encouraged to consent to further treatment and shall be
41 allowed voluntarily to remain in the facility for such purposes.
47 The department of méntal health, in conjunction with the .
43 department of public health, shall maintain a roster of public .
. a4 ar ““vate facilities available, together with the number of beds -~ ' ’
45 cukrently available, for the care and treatment of alcoholism and

46 shall make it available to the district courts for the com- : R o

X 47 -mon vey! mron @’ monthly basis.
4g Nothing in this seciion shall preclude any public or private
49 facility for the care and treatment of alcoholism, including the

; b - 50 separated facilities at the Massachusetts correctional institutions b
%0 5| at Bridgewater and Framingham, from treating persons on a i
F% . 5o voluntary basis..

%L o P
CGT"!"L B - 'This Document Has Been Printed On 100% Recycled Paper. §
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.CENTRAI. SQUARE BUSINESS MEN'S ASSOCIATION Inc.

CAMBRIDGE MASSACHUSE’TTS 02139
February 7, 1975 “ : A

Hon., Michael J. Lombardi
Commonwealth of Massachusette
House of Reprecentatives
State House . ' 4 ‘ L.

Boston, Mass. .
- RE: HOUSE BILI #4803 -
Pear Representative Lombardi: " Relative to the Ireatmen§ of Alecoholiesg

In reeponse to your letter of January 20, I am enclosing herewibh a completed
qaest1onnaire concerning the above proposed legislation. .

I would appreciate your including this 1etter as part of the supplementary data
to the questionnaire, inasmuch as it does give a h1story of our 1nterest in thie
Bi11, . _

Approximately a year ago, various menbers of our Association became acutely aware
of the substantial number of alcoholics.in the Central Square, Cambridge area. .
Approximately 20 eeemed to be permanently affixed, regardless of rain or shine,
sub-freazing or abnormelly high temperatures. They were usually beyond the ability
to control themselvee, unkempt, dirty, ragged, and very unsightly in appearance.
They ranged in temperament between extremely docile to higlly argumentative, und,
scmetimes, even violent. They appeared to persist in remaining in the doorways and
sireets because of deliberate intent to be insulting,santagonistic, or even
physically abusive., Complaints to the police adviged us that the laws of this
Commonwealth do not look upon alcoholices as criminale, but as sick people. Under
certain circumstances, they could be picked up by the police, for . very limited
periods of time, a maximum of 12 hours, and, under certain condittons, they could
be gent &0 detoxification centers. Ve checked with the Cambridge Police Depariment,
and then we checked with the Courts. We then became more interested in the problem,
and cet up Joinbt meetings with top officials of the Cambridge Police Department,
the Judiclary, Cambridge Chamber of Commerce, and various business organizations, to
attompt {9 resolve what gradually became clear to us, that these people were
abvotutoly beyond any ability to make decisions by themselves, in their own behalf.
Further investigation resulted in visits from personnel of the Detoxification
Center, and then visits to Cambridge City Hospital facilities for the care of - -
alecoholies, and the Cambridge-Somerville Detoxification Center. As a result of the
interchange of information and the visits made, we discovered from medical and
social workers involved, such as Dr. William Clark of the Cambridge City Hospital,
and others of the ctaff at both the hospital and Detoxification Centers, that these
neople are really not criminels, but that the General Court is completely accurate
in deseribing them as being sick. We were then advised that the bulk of the
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hard-core individuals, both male and female, were, in most caees, suffering from
brain damage to an extent that the all-pervading and probably sole interest of their
1ives wvas how +to obtain alcoholic teverases. Additoinal testimony indicated that a
_very high percentage of them are susceptible to tuberculosis, a very highly contagious
disease. (The attached news clipping makes reference to this aspect).

-~

Primarily from humanitarian points of view, and, with some selfish ones (fear
aroused in many people, young and old, male and female at the sight of people who are
unable to control themselves, and who may be, potentially dangerous to others, as
nell as themselves), we feel that there is an absolute necessity that the same
nnneral Court which clasgified ‘these people as being eick, should, when the eickness
ine reached such an advanced etage of making them ill beyond their own ability

to make a decision to care for themselves, provide that care be given to them

cn a mandatory basis. It is beyond belief that these people, usually homeless, with
no family, nor income, should be walking vegetables, unable to be cared for by their
osn resources, and without receiving care from the Commonwealth of Massachusetis:
through some means, such as the proposed legislation. o ‘

Fmrther,;there is also the safety of the general public which should be safeguarded
ronn the actions of any of these unfortunate alcoholices who may be prone to ‘
vncontrolled violence, with resultant injury on the persons of innocent people.

We lLave ascertained that there is a very substantial degree of support for the
.proposed lepgislation from groups of the elderly, neighborhood groups, businessmen, -
sceirl workers, members of the Judielary, and the Police Department, as well as
govermment officilala, Although proposed Ly me, ithere ie a-very large amount of what .
5u3% e a woll-known prevailing condition, the proposed legislation hes sufficient
evidence in its favor to be passed, basically, ae written.

Thank you veryvmuch.for your consideration end assistanéa.

CF3/kg
enCS. . ' :
cc: Mr., Robert A. Jones, President
Cambridge Chamber of Commerce -
69 Rogers Street, Cambridge, Mass. 02142

Dr. William Clark

CASPAR . : 1 ‘

Cambridge C1ty Hospital , _
Cambridge Street, Cambridge, Mass.

Q
[¢]
.

ce: Mr, Brandon Powers | _' v
Committee of Elders o - o
6738 Mass.- Ave., Cambridge, Mass,
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Now StH?:ingrheﬁ in US. E
Hub TB Rate -~
Alarmingly High

4. POSTOR. MERALD Anemice, TUESOAY, bic. 17, 14

i .

[y

| "o’ " By LORETTA MLAUGHLIY T

l:...- ‘Foston now has ‘the fifth highest rats of tuberculosig 4n |

| the country, according to a new government survey. In 1073
Boston ranked seventh, o T

This year 242 new active TB caseg developed here,’
. Morover, the'TB situation in Boston Is considered unique.
since ‘it is the only city where the lung . disease primarily
3 aifects a native adult, white population, - o
4 Dr, Derek Robinson, deputy commissioner of public heaith, *
_poltts out ‘that the four ‘cities with a worse TB rate than*
“Boston ' nré: New Orleans, Honolulu, San Frangjsco’ and
V/'shingten, D.C. “In New Orleans and Washington, DCi,
fic. TB . fncidence occurs mainly In ‘an indigent black -

Pcpulation, while Honolulu's and San Franciscos Js essentlally -
émeng Orlentals.” . : : L Tt
f . Althongh TB "hag dramatically declined slnce' effective;
hew drugs and public health programs becama available, .

Dr. Robinson stresses that the disease Is far from dead, . */ "

“TB Is still lurking in the background' as a real Health
¢ fhreat,” he gaid, “And it could becoma a great problem egain..
i1 iL2 standard of Mving goes down, e
[ “o one really knows why, but whenever pogr living';
tunditlong prevail—crowding, malnutrition, vitamin: deficiency ¢
&n.l cold, poorly heated apartments — there s a resurgence
OUTBY L e e A TESTE

- Tol &y, hé - pointed ‘out, TB can be -cured by keeping -

el
’,’
&

1

g

patients on strong anti-TB drugs for two years. The situation !

Irolled hy prolonged. rest In sanatoria with no guaraﬁtee’that}
the diseasewo;:ld_ not break_lou; again later in life, T

Lavgely' because ‘of public- and professlonal education
programs dovised by the American Lung Association of Boston. .
nnd funded through Christmas Seal campaigns, the overall
Incidenco of T in Massachusetts hag declined steadily, .

/1 children fn high risk clties are st routinely tubercy.
a | A upon entering school, Dr. Robinson noted. “How-: "

Ve, e feely “they are not the group at greatest risk. . . -
L “Adolescents and young adults, especially as they ‘begin
weking in Industry,: are the ones at risk, today” In Boston, -
for ezample, 31. of the. rew TB cases developed in patlents
tnder 25 years of qge,'f., g ; L e

. Tha .most"sedbus"pool of TB patients i am(mg.homeless,"

“alcohelics, Dr., Rbbinson explains, people who probably neitheh)

know nor care that 't'hley‘i,hayq"IjB,,_ A o
- Fewer than 100 of the 3,000 patients 1o Massachuscits

“with a.tive TB now are in county sanitorla,

A - rource of ‘potential TB spread Is the immigrant
with the disease, "'\Undex; new federal law. aliens with TB now
may cster the, 1,5, ag long as a sponsor mill assure’ that
iveatnent will be soughe, . 0 R
 TB s transmitted by an’ alrborne bacllfus..A person con-
' i3 it by breathing in fir that someone Wwith TB hag
2 sled. Alpoessibility of contaglon ends as 500n as the patient

W5 0.1 the new antl-TB drugs,
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' . JANVARY 3, 1975 MEETING ON ALCOHOLISM . . . - B
) ' NAMES OF THOSE AﬂEND;Ng@ G : s - §J
Honorable Lawrence Feloney, Presiding Justice of the Third District Court s : ‘_%;;;i ;
of Eastern Middlesex ﬂ ' S SR
Captain Thcmas Burke, Cambridge Police Department ‘5
Captain Francis Pisani, Cambridge Police Department -.;
Mr. Mort Arons, President Central Square Businessmen 8 Associationsc ‘7j
W.MMMA.hmummwm %mﬂ@e%mMermmme ﬁp“f #
Mie Alvin ThOmpkins, Managing Director, Cambridge Chamber of COmmerce ‘ ’ ,'g
Mr. Carl F. Barron, President, Cambridge Property Owner's Association a & j;
Mr. Alan Jones, Manager, Purity Supreme Market .. '; ‘;
Mr. Bernard Hill, President, Libby 8 Liquore | ) ;- ;
Mr. Daniel Woo, President, Hunan Restaurant i _ f. % &
Mr. Willienm Downey, Assistant Treasurer, Charlesbank Trust Company Lo ‘i : .' b ﬁlé’ ;
Mr, 1 ‘arryxnadls, President, Athenian Taverne Restaurant o N L ; if
Mr. Mac Herrling, Editor, Cambridge Chronicley ' "',_ o a . 3 W ;5 | ‘
Mr. J. Kim or Mr, Could, Boston Herald American . .. - - v L = i‘;
Mr. Joseph bzulewski President, East Cambridge Businessmen g Association F‘iv:
Mr. Merrill Smith, Manager, WCAS Radlo Station | * e
Mr., Harvey Mason, President, Emily Roae Shoppes 'iv | : ;1 L : o . -,,%‘E
Mr. George Berkowitz, President, Inman Square Businessmen 8 Association | ' '@% f
Mr, Steven 7ag1akas, President North Cambridge Businessmen 8 Association :'11 ;rft »;"i% gk
‘Mr, Charles Sage Preqident Harvard Square Businessmen 8 Association g Ns? ;i 'l a"f;:ﬁ ﬁ;
Dr. William D, Clark, Director, Cambridge/Somerville Alcoholism Program ‘_i':5 i N 1p_% é
Miss.oally Pickhardt, Director, Detoxification Center S :;g.%f
Mr. John ariffin, Executive Director, Caspar Community Residences | f:
Migo lena DiClcco, Executive Director of Caspar, Tne. (Cambridge and Somerville " 'é
PrOgram for Alcoholism Rehabilitation) dvf' A _;3 no ST ‘iiv:},'ﬁ;ﬁ
: : - #' S . ~s¢_'% 3
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House Bill #4803

In City Council,

March 31, 1975
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