ITY OF @BRIDGE.

In Board of Aldermen, ... June.20th, .. 7189 3.

Thedoint Stending Commitlee on Roads and Bridges

v_vn%k% wa.s referred the subject of the proposcd

rd Stroet, on the ﬁbrtheasterly side between Quincy

'SQuare,

Reports ' _ |

This subject-qulfirst brought.

SO to the attentlon of the City Council early in the year 1890 at the

suggestlon of the late Mayor Gillmore, and by an order approved June 11,

1890, the Committee on Roads and Bridges W5 “1nstructoq to consider

e cxpcdlency of w1acn1ng Horvard Street on the nortleauterly side
",bcglnnlng at a polnts nearly opp051te Bow Strcet and extending the line

 of such widening to Harvard Square. Sald Committee to be outhorized
Tt confor with tle cuthorities of Harverd College, and ascertain ;f

t cooperate with thc Cdty Council in the. metter ol &t

Committeo of that year so far considered tle subje

0T the proposed widening,as to obtain from the CIity Bngineer, o plan

of the semec, and a communication was addressed to the President and
Fellows of Harvard College, asking their cooperation in the matter.
Inasmuch 28 the plen was not completed until August, the College

‘being then in vacation, therec was a delay until October 1, when @&

meeting of the College Corporation was held. At that meeting, the



'
i3
¥

»

subject of the wldening was cédnsidered, and it was

 Voted, to offer to give to the City the strip of land from the ‘College

yard, needed for that purpose, as shown by the City plan of August 27,

1880, on conditdon tHat the'City sha]lAand maintain a smooth asphalt
pavement of the best quality on Harvard Street; and the tTull wideh
thereof, from Bow Strecet to Dunster Street: shall make nO'chargo .o
the College for betterments; and shall assume all expensés to‘the Col=-
Ge8e caused by the change.”

Upon recelipt of the mnotice of the'foregolng vote, of ‘the Col=
¥epe authorities,.the Committee held a meceting and decided that the
laying of asphalt pavement, would be obJectlionable, and voted to notily
the College in reference to ips proposition that “ the Committee will
recomménd that itkbe acceﬁteé; ihe street wildened, and the surface
thereof macodamized.” This proposition was declined by the CollegQ
Corporation, in a detter dated November, 40, 1890, no funther action
was teken in that year and the matter then went over 0 the Oty

Council of 1891, during which year, although it was from time to time
considered in Committée, no action was taken thereon, and at the end
B the year 1t wés again disposod.of by reference to the City Connalr
of 1892, and by it referred to the Committee on Rpaés'and Bridges,
Further correspondence was had with the College authorities upon the

subject, by the Committece of 1893, and a letter was,reoeived from e

: v # -

Corporation, conveying information of the following wote:
At a meeting of the President end Fellows of
- Harvard College,  in Boston, February 29, 1892.
Yoted to offer»to giwe the City~of Cambridge the strip of Nand from

the Collepe Yard which 1s necded to wilden Harvard Street,, as shown



by the City plan of August 27, 890, on copditipn that the Ciliry shidd
38y on the wldeped H@rvard'Street and the fTall wldih thoreof from
.Bow Street 1.0 Dunster, Stregty 2 smooth pewvement of the seme kind
and at least as well made asrthe pavement now on Beacon Strect,

Bostony on the north slde of the: tracks:between Charles Street and

Arlington Strects. the Qity to make ne charpge to the College for bet=
terments, and to assume ail exXpenses po the Collcgé caused. by Bhe
change: As a''gulet ard cleak :'pavement, on Hafvard Street 1s of the
hlghest impprtanpé o dhe Lollede this o}fcr is madé’with the Pulkl
ICOnfidencc Lhit & ter such a pavement has been laild it will be for=
ever maintained by the City of Cambrigge.

A .true copy.of record,
Attest: E. W. Hoopcr, Sccretary. .

Inasmuch as the adoption of the agphalt pavement upon the line

of the préposed.widéning, would rcquire the use of‘such pavement, by

the West End Reilway Company, between 1ts tracks, a 1etter was ad- ]

dressed to the Company by the Superintendent of $£roéts,‘asking for =

information as to’the practicability of its use. The following reply

WéS receiveds

% West End Strcot Railway Company.
Boston, oy 3, 1892.

E. H. Reed, Esq.,

.

Supe?inténdont of pLreete, Uambridge, ‘ ‘ =
Dear Sir: - : » }

Your 1et£er$respecting the use of =

asphalt upon our: traeck on that part of Harvard street near Harvard

‘Bquare,. were duly receiveds It was necessary for me to consult wikh

our practic&l men beforec making an answer, hence my delay.



It seems to e the universal opinion that asphalt pave=-
ment between our tracks would be impracticable: As doubtless. yau
are aware, that form of pavement is-very sdippery for horses 1n the
winter, - so much sorthat it would render the tracks practically use=-

Jess- in operating our.cars, by horse power. . Also it is often necese

sary for us to get &t the foundation off our.tracks to raise and ad-
Just the rail Joints, and. for other.purposess and an asphalt pave-

ment would have to be destroyed every time we did this.

I write this with regret, for I should be glad to be ac=
commodeting if possible and reagonable: butrI think that upon re=
flection you will agree with me that an asphdldt pavement .ls wholly

unsuitable for our business,
s  LETY. LY yours,

Henry M. Whitney, President.

Upon -the receipt of this letter the Committee on Roads
: ' O~
Bnd Bridges, asked the College to modify its qffer so far asArelated
to asphalt pavement. To this latter request, the Committee received

Lhe Tollowing repiys

At a meeting of the President and Fellows of

: Harvard College, in Boston, May 9, 1892.
A request from the Commiptee on Roads gnd Bridges of *the City of

S
Combridge for o modificatlon of the offer made by the College in re-
lation to the widening of Harvard Strecet was considered but not
granted.

A frue. copy®orl. record,

i G _ Attestsr E. W, Hopper, Secretary.

No further action was taken by the Committge ol dhe Yeer

18923, and thelmatter was ultimatély sent to therpresent €Cipy Councill,



B

and referred to this Committee, which has recently had the same under
serious consideration. In view of thée 1a ipse” ofv tifie between tlo datal
of the offer of thd’College duthorities, and the present action of :

your Committee tlorcon, it, was deemed advisable to ascertain if the

offer was still open for acceptance. At a meeting of the College o

B bl

corporation held on Junc 12,  inst., the following vote was passed,

"and the ‘same communi'catcd to your Committee: : N

At Bimeetidng of«ihe Presidént and ellows OF
Harvard €ollege, in Bostoh IFebruary ‘29, 1893,

Voted to offer Lo give to the City of Gambridege the strip of land
TIem tie College Yard which is necdod 1.0 Wld“n Harvard St reety db

shown by the Clity p%an of Augu t 37, 1890, on condltlon fihal the fiv

C4ty shall 1ay on tlie WlOGnCU HRrvard Street and the full width
tlcrcof fTrom ' BoW Strect “B0 hans ster Street, a smooth ‘pavement of the
same kind and at least as W@ll made as the pavement now on Beacon .

Strcet Boston on tlo north slde of thc tracks bctwccn Charles Street:

and Arlington Stroet: the CILy to make 1o cho \effe 1o the Co]logu for

bettermonts, and to assume &11 expencce 10 the Tollege culineod By

tho ohanwo As a qulct and clsan .pavement. on Harvard Sireel i° of
e ¢ y e Ty ; R !

# 7(" ‘;k

hoe nghout *mportﬂnco to.the Collcgey Lﬁ s offer is mege - With ﬁhe
full ‘opnfidenece that glber such & pavemént has béen'laid it Wili et
forever malntalnoc by the Ciiy of Cembrild@s, | .

| ' At o mecting of the Presldent, and Fellows of

alee ol HarvardsOollege, “in Boston June 12, 1893.

Voted to rc~aff1wm the action taken by the Corporation on February

29, 1892, in r€latdon to the !widening of Haorvard Etréct, and again



10 notify &he foct to the City of Cambridge.

A true copy ofirecord,

Attest: E. 0. Hooper; Secretary.

The previous offer of the College having been thus re-
affirmed, your Committeec 1s of the opinion that 1t should now be ac-
cepted. The principal objection of. the West End Street Rallway Com-—
pany, to the use bl asphqlt vavement, on the widened Harvard Street,
that’guch pavémcnﬁ is slippcry‘for 1orsés in Wintér, is deprived of
its forcc; So. Rar as hhat Companyiis.conccrned, by mhc Pact that‘the

Company expects soon to discontinue the use of horses on this routc,

and operate its cars by electric motive power.

The following estimate of the cost of the proposed widening,
has been furnished by the City Enginecer:

Estimate of the cost of widening Harvard Strcet between Quincy
Squarc and Harvard Square in accordance with plan dated August 1890.

A.- 600 cubic yards earth excavatién - - - @ .50 - - - 300.00

B.~ 28 Treces HOMeYe L ot e o @ $20.00 440.00

$
$
C.- 885 fect, TFence reset Bt B L e S i e TN
3
$
$

D.~- 880 linear feet, Edgestonc, reset - § RN 220.00
hE.—ldss square yds. Brick.o ﬁaVing,'fel&id @ g e 358.235
F.- 600 squarc yds. Granitc'paving, relaid € .25 - - - 150.00
(.- Catch bosiug HyEtant oiLe., removedis — = = = a 40l

, $ 3,453.35
4300 yds. osphalt pavement 12id @ $3.50 = = = = -~ — =

Total estimate of cost = ~ - = = - - - - §17,453.35




Inasmuch as the proposition of Harvard College, before recited,

Tpfescnts to the City an opportunity, to make a great public improve-
" ment, the d651rab111ty of which must be apperent to all who have oc-
.;0851on to pass through the narrow portion of the street which this
widening will relieve, - your Commlttco Would urge that the offer to
Mglve the necessary strip of land, upon thc condit.ions stated, be ac-

“ﬁﬁepteu. The adoption of the accompenying orders is therefore -recom-

oy vxz.,g
s 5 & ¥

;&m; making an appropriation of the sum of 8 17, 1000.00 for the

b
purpose of comleting the proposed widening.

2 ~Qrder of notlce of the 1ntent;on O tll& Board to widen Harvard

Stroot on the northeasterly side, between a point nearly opposite

Bow Street, and Harvard Square, in accordance with a plan drawn by

the Clty Engineer, and dated August 37, 1890, tIo hearing thercon

to take pléce on Tuesday September 12, at 8 1/3 o’clock P. I

‘For the Commibsec,

Ol

o









