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7ke Joint Stanczin'g Committee on Roacls and Briclges

L'tf'" to which was re/en"ed the sub j.cj ct' of the proposcc'
-'&r.

"" wid-ening or Harvarcz Street, on the ncmtjicastcrly sicj.e between Quincy i
7 ' "
:'m¶"'

.

'="" Strcmt encl Hr.rvarcj- Scjuare,
b

,

i.

i

11?eporis

This sub ject' was first brought

to the attcnt.ioh or the City Council early' in the year 1890, at the
G

2j'"

suggestion or the late Mb.y'or Gilmore, and by an ordcr approvecj june 11, '

1890, the Committee oil Roads and Bricigcs was "instructcc. to consider
.

thc (:xr'('diency or wid.ening Harvard Street on the riortheasterly sicjc
b(:Zinning t?.t a point nearly opposite Bow Strc:ct anU extcnCing the line

of such wiC.ening to Elb.rve.rC Square . Said Committee to be authoriZeG

i to conftm with the authorities of Harvard Col iegc, encl. e.sccrtain if /
7

t:"" "' ""e% .they desire to coOperate with the City Councij in the mat·tcr or S%CI"l ·i
T

:'1:"'-')!:E."!i;'*:vid!eni::."
The Committee of that'

;ear
so rar consiclcreCt th,e

subje':t'
'

,,'j

", '"A,. of tha nroposeci wi(j.cnine, as to obta.in from·the City ·mgincjcr, a pl'an

of the same, and a commimication was aclci.rcssccl to the Pre sid.cnt anti

Fellows of Harvard- Coliege, asking their cooperation in the matter. '

inasmuch ?.s the plan was not compl etccl until August, the ccjllegc
L

'?acing thcn in vacation, there was a c1eiay until October 1,- when a
1

!, meeting of the Co1iege Corporat'ion was held. At, that meeting, the
.7
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t

' d



H

subject or thc widenine was cOnsUerco., and it was

VotcU, to offer to give to the City the strip or lanU from thc Coliege
y7?,rd, needed for that, purpose," as shown by the City plan of Aueust 27,

1890, on concj.it'ion that the City shan,Acwncl maintain a smooth asphalt
pavement or the best' (lualitg on Harvarc1 Strect, anU the full width

thcreoij rrojn Bow Strcet to Dunster Street: shali make no 'che.r'ge: to
the Coliege for betterments; anci sh&ll assume ali expensCs to 'the Col-

, lc·ge causeci by the changc." .

Upon receipt, or the notice or the roregoing vote, of the Col-
lege authorities, the Committee hch3. ?. mcetine anc clecitleU that, thc

P

laying of asphalt pavement woulcc be objectionab,1e, anci voted to riotify
the Coliege in reference to its prOposition that " the Committee will

'

·»
.

re'commenci that it be accepted, the street widenecl, and the surface

the rcof macF'Alamiz'ea. " This proposit'ion was cZeclinecj. by .the Coliegc
ji

Corporation, in a detter aate(l NoVember,10, 189Q, no further action
was taken in that, year and the mattcr thcn went over to the Cityr

· Council of 1891, Uuring which ycar,, although it was from time to time1

,

consicicryi in Committee, no action was taken. thereon, ajicz &t the encl
G

0

of the: yctir it was again disposeci of by reference to the City Council'
P

*

of 1892, arul 'by it referreci to the Committee on RoaAs and Briciges.
!

.E
'

-
: Further correspond,ence was had with the Col icgc authorities upon the
i subject, by thc Committee of 1892, anci a letter was, rcceivcci from thc

Corporation, conveying information of the fol lowine U'otc:
0

At' a mect'ing of the: F?rcsidcnt and- Fellows ofD

HarvarU Coll ege, in Boston, February 29, 1892.

votcu to offcr to gibe the City -of Cambr:Uige the strip or lancz from
.. C

the Cojicgc Yarci which is needed to" widcri Harvaru Strcet,. as shown

N

I

B
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by the city plan of A'ugust 27, 1890, on copj-itiori that thc City shall
.

, 'lay Qn thc widcne(j. Herv2rd Street and the full width thereof rrom

Bow Street Lo Dunster Street, c?. smooth pavement of thC sane kinC
. .

' and at' least, as well made as -the pavement now on Bcac'on Strcct,,

Boston, on the no.rtj'h sicZe of the tracks between Charles Strec:t ·ant1 ,

Arlington Street: .the ¢ity to make nO charee to thc College for bet- t

tcrmcnts, and to assume a:l] 'expehscs to the Coliegc caused by thc
I

change . As 2.' quiet anci clean pavement on Harvarci Strcet is OT the
.

'

1iigliest importance, to thc Colicge this o1Tcr is made with the fu1-1
. . - .. . .. .-

confidence that after such a pavement has been laicl it will bc ror- '

,
i
t

. ever maintained by the City of CarnbriUgc. '

,
" '

·
!

A true copy of record.,
,

Mtest: E. W. Hooper, Sc: cretary. i

r

.

' Inasmuch as tho acloption of the asphalt pavement upon t,hc line !

. of the pr(jposed.wiuning, would "i'equirc the uSe' of such pavement by
,

the West, Enci Railway Company, between its tracks, a letter was a'i- i

* '

dres SCcI to thc Company by the SupcrintenC.c: nt, or Streets, asking ror h

information" as to the practicability of its usc. Thc following reply

was re'ce ivec1: . '"" ·
.

'

"' we st Enc. St"Fect Railway Company'.

Boston, iLiy 3, 1892.
*

E. H. Reed, ,Esq.,
,

m

Supe"rintmricient of Strcct's, Cainbriciqe.
" !

i
· Dear SiF: -

',

*
.. .' ·' · Your lettmrs rcsgccting the us("j of f-

'I

aspha"it upon our track on that, part of Harvard. street near Harvard

Square,. were duly. received. It was necessary for me to consult with
':

i
1

i

our pract,ic21 men before: making an answer, hence my cle'lay.
t
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It seems to be the universal opinion that, asphalt pave-
.

merit between .our tracks woulcl be impracticabl e. As cloubtlcss yuu

are aware, that,' form "of pavement is very s·'lippery for horses in the

winter, - so, much so - that it woul d render the tracks practically use-

less in operating our cars by horse powor. Also it is often ncccs-
.

sary for us tO get 2vt!' .t,hc fbundation o£ our tracks to raise aha ad-
· #

just tho rail jo ints, ancj. for other .purposc) s; anci an a'sphalt pave-
.

mcnt woulU have to be Gcstroye'j. every time we c.icj. khis.
· V

I write this with regret, for I should be giaa to be (?.c-

commociating if possibl e 2.nu reasonable: byt I think tjU?t upon re-
.

fie- ction you wit 1 agree with mc that, an asphalt pavement is whoj.ly

unsuita'blc) for Qur businesS.

. Very tEtiiy yours,
P 3

,
F

Henry M. Whibney, Pres ident.
r

Upon the receipt of this letter the Committee on Roacis
,"

' it"and Bridge's, askecl the Collegc to rrjodify" its offer so far as^related
t'o asphalt µzvement. To this latter requesi, the Committee rcceivccl

thc followine reply:
·'"%

At a meeting of the Prcsfjent anti Fellows of
*

Harvard Coliege, in BOston, May 9, 1892.
A rcxjucst from the, CoInm,it,teS on RoMS 2na Bi;iU.ges of 'the City or

" " > 0

Cmbri(lgd for a modification of the offer made 'by the conege in re-
lation to the widening of H2.rv(?vra Street was considerccl but not

grantc a. .
'

" : ' A true copy"of recorc7,

t .
: Atjtest:- E. W. Hooper, Secretary.

No further action was taken by tm Committee of the year

1892, anU thC' matter was udtimately sent to the "presert¢, ciby ,Council,
+
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and referrecz to this Committee, which has re ccntly ha( thc same uncle i?

serious consideration. In view or the lapse of time bctwecn the d-ate.

of the offer of the Col icgc authorities, and the present action or i

your Committee thereon, it was decmecl advisable t'o ascertain if the ,, !

'E i

offer was still opeh 'fo'r acceptance. At a mcct.ing or the coneee .i.
Y

.

'·r
K'

corporat'ion helc1 on june 12, inst., the rollowing vote: was passeC-, '-

.

and- the: same communicatc'ij. to your Commit'tj(?,? :'

At a meeting or the President and Fellows or
'

,

Harvard- Coliegc, in Boston February 29, 1892.
K

Voted. to offer to give to the City of Cambricige the strip of Ianci ·"

t

from the Col.iege Yarcl which is necdcxl to widen Harvard Street' as ,
d

shown by the City p7an of August 2!7, 1890, on condition that the '.,,
¢,,

,

t · V

City shall iay on the wic1enccl HZrvard Street and the- fu?2 width

thcTcof from Bow Street to DunstCr Street, a smooth pavement of the, :'
:

same kincj. anti at least as well made as the pavement, now on Beacon
,, .

r '

· g

Street Boston on the north side of the tracks between Charles Street

and Arlihgton Strc'eti the City, to make no charge to thc Colicge for
P

betterments, "and to, assume a'11 expenses to the College causoU by
m ' ' . : ' ' ·«

the chanSc . As a quiet ancl clean pavement ,on Harvard. Street is of
:

' · \' -
"

,,
.m C' S?

~ '
, , ,

t ' C: ". ' ,
L.

the- 1",ighest imgcu;tance to the College, this ofTcr is mac.e with the
p 7

full confidence that after mch a pavement has been laid it will bc
,

r

forever maintain®. by the City of Cambricige. . ,

¶

'
At, a meeting of the Prcsiclcnt anci Fellows or

,
"

.
'

'

· HarvarcL·(jolleee'b ·"in Boston june 12, 1893.

Voted. to re-affirm the action taken by the Corporation on February

29, 1892, in relat^ion to the widc'nine of Harvard Btrect, and again

0
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)!
it to notify the fact to the City of Cajrl'briuec.)! '"2'

A tmue copy of record,ii "
a '

E .,, ·

,ii·
" Attest: E. W. HoQper, Secretary.

ii'))!':
,:; Thc previous o1Tcr of the Col 1 ege having been thus re-

ti
ii ' ' aEFirmcd, your Committee is of the opinion that ,it shoulc. now 'be ac-,

E

L

F'

'i E ccptc'( . The principal ob jcction of the West End Street Raiiway Com.-
,!

i party, to the usc of asphelt oavomcnt on the wic1cne0 Harvard Street,
gp

S '

i .E, that such ,pavemerft is slippc'ry for horses in wintCr, is Ueprived of
il

"K " ' " ' "' ' '

]! i its force:, so far aS thztt Company, is concc'rncc'-, by the fact that "the

' 3:, Company expe cts so-on to dis continue the use or horse-s on this routk,
_, .. .

'I "'

d, ·"!: anc! operate its cars by electric mot·ivc power.
. -"S':- . .

I';'. :' The ibllOwing estimate of the cost of the proposed wiciening,
' )'

i has bccn [urnishcu' by the city Engin,eer:
1.,1 ' Estima:c of the cost of widening He.rvarci Strc:ct between Quincy
3,.4- Square and ELrvard Square in accordance with plan do.teci August 189O.

'j A , - 600 cubic yarc? earth excavati0n - - - © . 50 - - -
S 300. 00

i B. - 22 Trees remove9. - - - - - - - -
@ $20. 00 - - -

S 440. 00
'I:,,

,,
C.- 885 it-ct, 'Fence reset - - - — - - - © $ 1.00 - - -

S 885. 00
"'4L

"=_ D.- 880 "linear.fcet', Ecj-gestone, reset -
S .25 - - -

S 220. 00 '
- mK¢

":'| ..E. -1033 square yd-s. Brick ;ji' pafing, 'rclaicj. e .25 "-
- -

S 258. 25
", S'-

. ·

,, ,: F. - 600 squarc yds. Granite paving, relaid € .25 - - -
S 150. 00

":';""i
:i'Z: G.

- Catch basins, Hydrant etc. , removec- - - - - - - - - S 30Qt m|':::'! $ 2,453.Zi$
E · ' k

ii: 4,200 yd-s. tzsphalt pavement laid @ $3. 50 m - -. t - - - SiC, 7C)Q¶ QC)
'['2'j_ Totaj. estimate of cost .- - - - - - - - - $17, 153.25

. 3i
*" «'

' "'. .E" '-'"I8£,,
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Inasmuch as the proposition of Harvard CQii'ege, beibre recite'1,
)

' presents to the City an opportunity', to 'make a great public improve- '

i

' ! mcnt, the desirability of which must 'be 'apparent. to all who have qc-
,

' casion to pass through the narrow portion of the street which thi"
widening will relieve, - your Committee would urge that the offer to

give. the:
.

necessary strip of lanct, upon the conditions stated, 'be ac- .
'

cciptec. The' adoption of the accompanying orctcrs is therefore ·re com-

.
\

' mc'ndecl., viz: -
' " !

L ",
. .

' .'{

C" '

' "
' q

' 1. -Ori'cr, mc'.king an appropriation of the sum of S 17, 000. DO for the
')

d

i

purpose of
cog'leting

tho proposed widcning.
.

)

.
f
t
,

' 2. -Orc.cr of noticc of the int,ent,ion of this' Board to widen HarVard :

P

, Street on the northcastczrly side, between a point nearly oppo'site

Bow Sti"c\t'jt, anci Harvard Square, in accordance with a plan, ctrawn by
S

;
i

the City Engincer, and- dated Aiigust 27, 1890, the hearing thereon
)

1

i

)

to takc pl&ec on Tuesday September 12, at 8 1J2 o' clOck P. M.
\
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i "For the Committee, i

' '

'uhju= ?l.&y>L )

'
)

.

,.---

'
. -. .

,
eg=_ ..'

,)

t'""-':' ' ' ' ' 1 ·
".c'ng%%. A:

, '. . · \ '?
1 t
E

SI '
' . t,.¥ G i

i
.

i -
§

r

* ,

G

} $

W

I

zj
1

i
" " ' ?

t i

I i

!

!

i

.
i

" t" I

I

I

i ' I
Y

- ' · I

F

Is

t

*!
,

i
,, . . .

is






