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laid out and constructed across marsh lande. Al
_these streets are for the purpose of giving better
means of communication between districts of more
or less irportance across lands whieh prfvate par=
ties owned but were not disposed to improve. The_
propriety and wisdom of the policy “will not be
questione |- B

-The city hag slso expended large amounts in
the construction of streets over low lands which
caunnot be called thoroughfaves, and in.which,"
aside from considerations of police, bealth and
safety in managcment of fires, the public interest
is almost nothing. Such are the streets in the |
Washington street, and Cambridge street, and
Cowperthwaite and Sparks streets, and other low
land districts. Great thoroughfares, convenient to
the public,-(some almost a pecessity at this time,) -
might, by judicious for esight, have been laid ouz
over those districts while they were as unoccupied
as the marsh over which the proposed thorough-
* fare is to pass. The city treasury would have been
no more burdened ‘and the public moneys would
bave brought a much larger return in benefiting
the public and enhancing values. It is proposed
that the city lay out this street and award no dam-
ages, except where actual improvements are dis-
‘turbed—being less than $1000. It is understood
that if the line adopted by the committee is accedt:
able to the abutters, (and of this therc is no reason
to doubt,) no one will appeal from such an award.

This street is furthermore a necessity for im=
proving the sewerage system. By means of it & -
trank sewer can be laid so as to receive the ensire
sewage of the city east of Harvard Sqnb.re-—cuuiug
off the outlets which now discharge into the river
from old Brighton bridge to West Boston bridge—
carrying it off with the contents of the sewers now
entering Broad Cunal to deep water, where the
parrow chanoel and swift current will (inickly bear
it-seaward.

That such a street as is here propoéed' is a plain
necessity for access to any new bridge from Cam-
bridge to the mill dam road is too obvious to need
argument. This proposition is equally true,
whether such pridge is built from the foot of Put-
pam avente or from the foot of Frout street, or
“fromn any intc:-j\cdiate point. This consideration
should not be verlooked, because not enforced at
length, but should have great weight in determin-
ing the action of the City Council. )

The necessity of this street, for both present and
future wants, being established, und the exercise of
the municipal powers in constructing it having
been shown to be both reasonable and in pursu-
ance of estabiished public policy, the seeming magLi-
tude of the undertaking ought not to lead 70 hesi-
tation or delay. The money outlay required will
not exceed $30,000—all tor gra.ding—which would
be distributed through & series of years. Procras-.
tination, in enterprises of t_his character, iz, the
laying out and securing the public right, is_the
most costly policy which the public can adopt.
The lands required have an actual increaseinvalue

with each passing year, and & fictitious increase
because of the pending question, and speculators
take advantage, not improperly, © the situation.
Large estates, t0 whose proprietors it is an object
to aid in the enterprisc, are liable to be subdivided
among numerous owners, none of whom would be
suffic’ently benefitted tobe willing, or perhaps able,
to contribute the free right of way. In the case of
this street this result is sure to be reacked if this
City Council does not take action. The right of
way over that portion of these lands abutting on
Main-street is of great value, and is now offered as
a wift to the cily asan induncement to §0 forward,
only because the owners are interested in large
tracts of surrounding lands. No like opportunity
to carry.outan improvement of such extent an
conferring so great & public benefit at such an in-
significant public cost has ever been offered to &
City Council of Cambridge, and none other exists
within our limits.. It is confidently believed by the
petitioners that this opportunty will nct be permit-
ted to pass unimproved by the wisdom and sagaci-
ty of your boards.”
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line and Brighton to East Cambridge, Charlestown

and Somerville, by the way of either Portland
street or Sixth street. The whole is sufficiently

before the committee by virtae of the or zinal pe-
tition, if they should deem it +dvisable to lay out
the entire thoroughfare under one avder.

It must be conceded that o public thoroughfare
across these lands, lying between Maio-and Brook-
line streets and the river, which jnclale an area of
about one hundred and fifty acres, is 8 public ne-
cessity, which ig increasing 8s the populaticn
becomes denser of the surroundirg lands of the
fourth ward, “East Cambridge and the Lower Port.
This great triangle, now impassible, is @ barrier
which must be broken through for'the increasing
streams of travel. :

Private enterprise cannot be depended upon to
provide for this necessity. The little that has
heretofore been done by private owners on ttese
lands has been done without conception of the idea
of an avenue, as proposcd. Already some of the
work shops on the Allen & Endicott estate ars in
the way. Pacific ctreet has been built in condition
to be accepted by the city, and the lines of anotber
street near to and rupning in the same direction
as Pacific, have been thrown up, and it will be car-
carried to completion if this proposed street is not
built. The lands are 80 owned and held that the
proprietors cannot co-operate to lay out the street
even if they were willing to do so.

Three hrge portions’ belong to the Dana, the
Tastings, and the Otis estates. They have been
owned by -those families for seventy years and
more. They are mow in the hands of trustees.
These trustecs have neither the legal authority,
por the disposition, nor the means, for tne im-
provement of their lands. They can hold them or
sell them—nothing more. They are unwiling to
sell, becanse they regard them as the best possible
investment. It is therefore reasonable and proper
that the city should exercise its corporate power to
promoté this great and important unprovexilent.

To do so-is in pursuance of the policy to which”
Cambridge is indebted for all its great thorough-,
fares which converge or lead towards the bridges’
to Dhston.— Main street, from the Universalist
Church to the bridge, River street, Western™ ave-
nue, the Concord tixrnpiké, now Broadway, and
H .iup: hire streety formerly the Middlesex turn-
pik=. were all laid out and built by the West Bos-
ton Bridge Corporation or by the turnpike corpo-
rations, which were outgrowths of the bridge cor-
poration, and were for many years maintained and
cared for by the bridge company, which levied and |
collected tolls for reimbursement and’profit. When
those corporations were established therc Was no
municipal corporation in the State—noteven Coun-
ty Commissione\'s—having authority tolay out high-
ways or great public thoronghfares. Towns, With
their scant populations and small means, could not
provide for this want of the community. When the
County Commissioners were authorized to lay out
roads within their jurisdictions the turopike com:
panies ware authorized to relinquish their roads
an the care of them to these officers. The city

succeeded to the rights and duties of the County
Commissioners in respect of highw&ys, and at a
later period to those 0. tue Wesb Boston Bridge

Corporation. The . system Of tolly” 18 abolished
Experience has taught that it is less burdensome
for a community t0 construct its own highways and
make them {ree to the publicf-aud rely ou s own
enterprise and wealth for the accommodations
which, under the old system, capita:ists provided
at an enormous charge in the agyregate. ’ Conse-
quently twre ix now m) inducewment nor encour-
agement for private enterprise to cstablish main
avetlmes, however much they may be needed by the

ublic.
* But this change of policy in the method of build-
ing and paying for great thoroughfares ought not
to affect the policy under which they aré Jaid out.
Whenever 8 new street will obviously facilitate
travel and develop surrounding territory it is now
as much the duty of the City Gonneil to construct
it, as under the old system it would be for the inter-
-est of the corporation. Neither i the eonstruction
of such a street through low ‘lands any departure
from previous policy of the City Council. 1t would
not initiate & new policy foy, the city.
#The building of CoURT STREET, NOW THIRD

The following is 2 portion of the argument of
Samuel Snow, Esq. counsel for the p etitioners,
for the laying out of Albany street, made before the
Comumittee on Roads and Bridges of the City Coun- -
cil of 1874. This street, when constructed, will

" extend from Main street, at & point about 200 feet
‘west of the Grand J anction Railroad, and will rug.
parallel with that railroad a3 far &3 Waverly street
at Fort Washington.

After some preliminary remarks, the Counsel
spoke substantially as follows:—.
w[he proposed street, from Main .street to Wa-
verly street, is about 3300 feet in length. It gives
a shorter line than any. which can now be traveled
from West Boston bridge to all the-lands in Ward
" Four lying east of Mayazine strcet and south of
Auburn street. The large and rapidly increasing
population within this district i3 entitled to ask of .
the City Council, as & right not to be withheld, the
best means of communication with important cen-
\res of business which any reasonable exercise of
municipal powers can provide. The Assesgors_' re-
turns during the last five years are & sutficient jus-
tification of this claim. The abuttiog estates bave
increased in value (according to the Assessors es-
timates) from $244,000 in 1873 to 503,000 in 1874.
But for the territory lying in the, vicinity of Fort
Washington, thence t0 Pearl streét-and Brookline
bridge, this street will not only be & great conve-
* picnce, but it is and las long been & pressing and
imperative necessity. The -well-known Clerk of
the Suffolk Courts, until recently & resident in that
Jocality, says that this street ought to have been
made twenty years 820 He only expresses the
\maniméus feeling of the inhabitants of that re-
gion. The lands there, from the pature of their
goil, are a8 salubrious and from their situation,
their act.ual.proxinmy to all .parts of Boston and
_their natural gurroundings, are the most pleasing
- and desirable of any Jands which the limits of our
city contain. By means of this proposed street
they will b2 made as accessible from the West Bos-
. ton-bridge, and as near to it, as the region between
this Gity hall and Hancock street. Yeb, by the only
existingmeaﬁsi of communication, they are practi-
cally so remote and inaccessible ‘as to. be almost
unknowa to the greater portion of the people of
Cawmbridge. .
Brookline bridge, the Mill Dam, and the Boston
& Albauy R.R. aremore used by the people of that
neighborhood to reach the vicinity of -Boston City
Tall, than the streets of their own city. Tae vi-
cinity of the crossing of Main street, by the Grind
Junction track is the great central puint towars
which all the lines of the tr vel which passes over
‘West Boston Bridge, converge. From this point to
he corner of Brookline and Main sts., the distance
is not less than 2700 feet. Many streets lead to.the.
porth within these limits, through 2 compuct popu-
lation. 'Co the south not 'a street is to be found.
Yet in 1792, when tke bridge corporation con-
structed the roat and causway through Pelbam’s
Island and the marshes, the waters of Charlcs

river flowed these lands to the north 8s wmuch as
* they did the lands to tac south. "T'he long murshes,
as they weve called, stretched from the highlands
of Fort Washington to- Lechmere Point on one
common level, exceps & little spot, between the
svesent sites of the Universalist church and the
rick buildings of ‘Allen and Endicott, which was
hardly raized above high water mark. R
From the corner of ‘Main and Brookline streets
to corner of Putnam Avenue and Brookline streets
the distance is 3000 feet, and thence ‘to Fort Wash-
ington it is 800 or 90 fcet, making the whole dis-
tance to be travelled, over streets us BOW Jaid out,
frow the junction of Washington and Main streets
to Fort Washington. not less than 63500 feet, Or
about a mile and & guarter. As has been already
gaid, the distance between the same points in & di-
rect line over the proposed street is about 3800 feet.
This is & savin of more than half a mile in dis-
tance, besides the improvement in the appearance
of the principal approach to our city, (& considera-
tion which justly appeals to that municipal pride
_ which ought ever to be solicitous and ensure lib-
erality in such matters) as well as in the conveé:
pience of & straight and sightly avenue, instead of
the eircuitous approaches around the wdesolation”
of marshes, which must now be passed over in
travelling between the same points. .
From the south-westeily end of this proposed
street, Waverly’ street pusses the public sqnare
called Fort Washington, on the west—crosses Alls-
ton street and Putnam avenue at right angles—
and connecting with private ways and streets, now
little used, leads by 8 curved lin€ along the borders
_of the high land .of the river bank to Brookline
bridge, in all o distance of about 2000 feet. Private
enterprise and interest would, no doubt, insure the
Jaying out and making of & commodious and con-
venient street from the southerly end .of Wavgrly
gtreet through these narrow private ways, 1f the
proposed street is opened,- and thus would be es- enditure in construction through low lands over | 1ogtol, being at the foot of Putnam avenue, or o
tahlished & much needed thoroughfare from Brook- _ which it was laid. - So, also, Portland street was abandoniug the enterprise. :

-
In response to these petitions, the City Council
of 1874 laid ont & street, not straight from Main
street to Fort Washington, but running 8t 1ight ’
angles from Main street, opposite Portland. to 115
fect distant from the railvroad; thence curving’
STREET, is in & similarity of situation the near- round Allen & Endicott’s building to the end of
est precedent of this kind. That street was laid Waverly street. The owners of the land on Main
out by the Couuty Coinmigsioners many years street now propose and intend to build the street
‘ago, but was built and constructed from time to from where it crosses Osborn street in a straight
time, 88 necessity required, antil the present year line to Main street, & distance of 1100 feet, being &
has seen the comp etion of it. It was simply to substantial execution of the idea of the petition.
otve access t0 ‘Main street from Lechmere Point— | They will build at a grade sufficient to make a good
Craigie bridge alveady afforded the best avenue to | 108 ped—all that will be requived until water
Boston. : pipes and sewers are laid init. The City Council
The new street on the margin of Fresh Pond, is now considering the question of appropriating
leading from Concord avenue to the foot of Lake $11,000 to complete the constrncticn of the pro-
View and Lexiogton avenues, involved a great ex- osed thoroughfare from Main street to TFort Wash-
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE,

Waereas: It is adjudged by this Board that the public necessity and convenience

require that % ' g//ﬁzy/

should be laid out as a public Street. Ordered that a strip of land izﬁ %LM’
in width between P

_ T M»WMWA/—

included between the /?ﬂﬁé lines as shov/vn on a plan drawn by

NS D

L
r
N
v

k‘; and now before this Board, be taken for public use and laid out as a public Street.
A Ordéred that 720 ' damages Be allowed for the land so taken as aforesaid,
:
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Gity of Cambridge.
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